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A GENERAL VIEW OF POSITIVISM. 


“Wo lire of tlihikliig and o»on of acting; wo never tiro of loving." 


In tho following 8orioa of systoiiiatic ossnys ii{)OJi I’oaitivism, the 
cssonliiil principles of tho ilDOlrino avo first consivlovoil j T. thou point 
out tho ngoncies by wltloh ila propngation will bo ofTocted; nml I 
couchulo by doscribing certain niUlilionnl fonlni'os indiaponsoblo to 
ila complotonosa. My treatment of th(»o queations will of couvao 
bo summary ; yot it will sufftoo, I hope, to ovorcomo sovoral oxoua- 
ablo bub unfounclod prejudices. It will onablo any compolont 
voador to assuro himsolt lliat tho now general docLrino aims at aoino- 
thing moro Umti aatiafying tho IntoIIoct; that it is iu rofliity quite 
aa favourablo to Ifooliiig and ovon to InuiginaLioii, 

INTitODUGTOUy KKMARKS. 

Positivism consists o-ssontiidly of a Pliilosophy and a Polity. 
Thoso can novov bo cliasovorod; tho funner being Llio basis, and tho 
lattor tho oml of ono coiuprohonsivo aystoin, in winch onr iutollootual 
fiionltios and our social sympalhics are brought into closo conolatiou 
with each otlior. Por, in tho first place, tlio soionco of Society, 
bosidoa being moro inqrorlaut than any other, suppUcB tho only 
logical and soiontiilo link by which all onr varied observations of 
phonomona can bo brought into ono consisLont whole.* Of this 
scionco it is ovon moro tnio than of any of tho preceding sciences, 
tliat its veal chavacLor cannot bo imdeislood wilhout oxplaining its 
oxaob rolation in all general foalurcs wilh Iho art corresponding to 
it. Now hero wo find a coiucidonco wliioii is assuredly not foiTnl- 
tous. At tho very time \Yhoiv tho Ihoory of sooioty is being laid 

*T]io ostabllAliiiioiit nf tlila great prlnohilo la Uio moat ImiinrUut result of my ''Bye* ■ 
toH\ of VoftlUvo I'bUuAOi.lty'. TlUa work wan ilj30-I«13, v»Ul» Hit) Ui\o of 

" Coui'ho of I'oalUvu I’liIloHOphy." iMcoiiao It waa kMOd iiimii n oomuo of looturoH clollvovoil 
IS'2(l-lslia Hill slnco lliia Umo I Imro nlwAvn givuD It llio moro improin Nilu iiimio of 
SyHloin. Should tho wnrk mioUnMooiul odlliwi, llmcorvoolion will lio luiulo roriiudly : 
inoitiiwIiUo, llilH will, ] liopo, I'umovo all intscuiicaiitlOH mi tho HubjouU 


A ansKUAb vjiivy of positivism. 


down, an immense S]dicro is oponed for tlio application of iliat 
theory ; the dii-ection, namely, of tlio social regenevntion of 
(?in Kui'oinj, Kor, if we take anotlier point of view, and look at 
(liu groat crisis of modern history, ns its clinmctcr is displnyod in 
tl)o nolnrnl course of ovejits, it Itoeomes every day moro evident 
liow liojieless is the t-ask of i-eeonstructing political iiiBlitutiom 
wiiliont the previous romodolling of opinion and of life. To foi iii 
(iien a satisfactory synthesis of all iiuinau conceptions is tiio niosi 
nrgout of our social wants : and it is nooded equally for tho sake of 
Order and of Progress. During the gindnal accoin))lia)nnpnt ul 
lliis great philosophical work, ii new moral power will aviso eiioii- 
tnncoiibly tlii-oughout tho M'^est, which, as its inllnonco incroasc'^, 
wiil Jay down a definite l>asis for the looigaiiizatioii of society. .It 
will oiler a geneoul system of education for tho adoption of nil civi- 
lized nations, and by this means will supply in every dojmvLinonl of 
public and private life lixetl principles of judgment and of conduol. 
Thus llm intellectual nioveinoiit and tho soefuJ crisis will bo brought 
continually into dose eonuoction witli eacJi other. IJoth will com- 
bine to prepare the advanced portion of liumnnity for the accoj)t- 
nneo of a true spiritual power, a power more coherent, as well as 
more progressive, tiian tho noble but premature attempt of modimval 
Catholicism. 

The primary object, then, of Positivism is twofold ; to geiicralizo 
our scientific conceptions, and to syatomatizo tho art of social life. 
These are but two aspocte of one and the same problem. TImy will 
form tho subjects of tiro two first chapters of this work. 1 shall 
first explain the general spirit of the noiv philosophy. 1 slmJI 
show its neces-sary comicctiou with the wliolo ooiirso of llwit vast 
rcvnlution which is now about to tonuiiinto under its giudanoo in 
social reconstruction, 

'Ibis iv-ill ieml us naturally to nnotlior cpiostion. TIio logonorat- 
ing doctrine cannot do ita work without adljoronls; in u liat quttrtor 
should wo hope to find thcinl Now, with individual oxcontlons of 
groat value, wo cannot expect the adhesion of any of tlio iiimor 
daseee m society. _ They are all more or loss under tlm influence of 
baselws melaphysieaJ theories, and of arietooratio soir-scokina. Thov 
are absorbed ^ blind political agitation, and in for tJio 

possession of the usoloss reiiinante of tho old Ihooh.gicnl and mlli- 

STiT'n oiily tends to prolong the revolutionary 

state mdofimtoly, and ^u never result in true social ronovallon. ^ 

it iwf r Tn diaractcr or its social objects, 

ri 8 oer am t^t Positivism must look elsewhere for sin, port. It 
will find a welcome m those ciaesos only whose good sense has boon 


I.VTKODUOTOIIY RBMAUKS. 


loft uiiiinpnircd by our vtcnoiis system of cducntinii, and wIioro gone- 
vous ByiupalluftR mo ftUowwl to dovolop tbomwlvca fvooly. It w 
ninoiiR Woiiion, tlicruforo, oiul among tho Worbing cliisflcs that tlio 
liuartiuHl sitpiiorlors of iho new doetrino will bo' found. It is in- 
tondod, indcud, idtiuiatnly for all classoa of Rnoioty. lint it will 
novor gain much mil inllucneo oven* the highov rnnlvstill it is forcc<l 
upon Llioir notice by Uioso powerful patrons. AVhon the work of 
Hplvitual 1'coi‘giinization is completed, it is on thorn ttiat its mainton- 
anco will principally dopoiul ; and so loo, tboiv combined aid ia 
nccossary for its oommonconionU Having but littlo infUionco in 
]iolitioal govornmont, they aro the inoro likely to apprcciatn the 
need of a moral govorinnont, the sjiocini object of which it will 
bo lo protect tliom against tlio opprossivo action of the tompornl 
power. 

In tho third chapter, Uioroforo, I shall explain tho inodo in whicli 
philosopbors and working men will co-opovato. Tlotb have boon 
prepared for this coalition by tho gonoinl course wliich modern hiS' 
tovy baa taken, and it olTors now tho only hope wo have of really 
doolsivo action. Wo sliall find tlial the oflbrls of Positivism to 
regulate and develop tho natural tondenoios of tho people, make it, 
oven from tlio iiitollectnal point of view, more coboront and com- 
plete. 

But there is another and a more rmoxpoctod sonreo from which 
Positivism will obtain snpiwrt; and not till then will its true olmr- 
actor and tho full oxlout of its oonstructivo power bo approoiatod. 
I sluill show iu tho fourth uhnptot how ominontly oaloulatod is tho 
Positive dootrino to raise and rogulal^ tho social condition of 
Women. It is from tho foiuiiiiuo nspoot only that Iniman life, 
wliothor individually or eollootivoly considered, can roally bo com- 
piohondod as a wholo. Por tho oidy basis on which a systom roally 
embracing all tho roquitoinonLs of life can bo formed, is tho subor- 
dination of iulolloct to aocuvl fooling: a subordination whieli wo 
find directly roprosentod in tho womanly typo of cliaraotor, >vhothor 
regarded in its personal or sooial roJalioiia 

Although theso questions cannot bo treated fully in tho prosont 
work, I hopo to oonvinco my roadors that Positivism is more in 
ncconlanco Avilb tho spoulanoous tondonoios of tho people and of 
women than Catliolicism, and is thoroforo bettor qualified to insti- 
tuto a spiritual powov. It should bo obaotved that the ground on 
wliich tho support of both theso olassos is obtained is, that Positiv- 
ism is tho only syatoin which can supowodo tho various -subvorsivo 
schomos that aro growing ovoiy day moro .dangorous to all tho rela- 
tions of domostlo and sooial iico. Yot tho londonoy of tlio docti-ino 
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is to olovate tho oharactar of both of lUeso dasaos } and iV gives a 
most energotic sanction to all thoir logitimnto nspiiations. 

Tims it ia that a philosophy originating in speculations of tho 
most abstract cliaiactor, is found opplicablo not moroly to ovory 
dapartmont of practical life, but also to the sphoio of our moral 
uatura But to complete tho proof of ila imivoi-snlity I bavo still 
to speak of another very essential fcaturo. I sliull show, in spitu of 
prejudices which exist very nalumUy on IhiB point, that Poaitivisin 
is eminently calculated to call tho Imaginative faculties into exor- 
cise. It is by those faculties that tho unity of liuinau nuturo is 
most distinctly represented : they are thomsolvos iutollootual, but 
their Cold lies principally in our moral nalui'O, and tho rosult of 
their operation is to inlluenco tho activo powota. Tho subjoel of 
women treated in the fourth chapter, will load mo by n natural 
transition to speak in tho fifth of tho JCatliotio aspects of Positivism. 
I shall attempt to show tliat tho now doctrine by tho very fact of 
ombraoing tho whole range of human rolaiious in the spirit of real- 
ity, discloses tho true tlieory of Art, which has hithorlo boon so 
groat a doficienoy in our ajwculatiyo conceptions. The prinoiplo of 
tho theory is that, in co-ordinating tho primary fimotions of lUiui- 
anily, Positivism places tho Idonlitios of tho poot midway between 
tiie Ideas of tho philosopher and tho Kealitioa of tho slatosinan. 
TVo SCO from this theory how it is that Uio poetical power of Posi- 
tivism cannot bo manifested at present Wo must wait until moral 
and mental regeneration h^ idvarnKwi far enough to awaken tho 
sympathies which natmally belong to il^ and on which Art in its 
ronewod state must depend for tho future. Tho first montal and 
social shock once passed. Poetry will at last take hor proper rank. 
Sho will load Humanity onward towards a future which is now no 
longer vague and visionary, while at tho same time sho onablos us 
to pay duo honour to all phases of tho past. Tho groat objoct which 
Positivism seta before us individually and socially, is tho ondoavour 
to become more porfoct. Tho highest imporUinoo is attached Uioro- 
foro to tho imaginative faouUios, bocauso in ovory sphoro witli which 
they deal they stirnulato tho aonsoot porfoolioii. Ximllod os my 
^planations in this work must bo, I shall bo able to show that 
Positivism, whil.e, opening out a now and wide Hold for art, supplies 
in tho sarao spontaneous way now moans of oxproasion. 

I shall thus have sketched with some detail tho true clmractor of 
the rogenorating doolrine. AH its prinoipnl aspoots will havo boon 
considered. Beginning with its philosophical basis, I pass by 
natural tmnsitiona to its political purpoao i thonoo to its notion upon 
tho people, ; its influence %vith women, and lastly, to its csthotio 
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])owor. In concluding this work, wliich is but tho introduction to 
ft Ifti-gei' trcfttiso, I Imvo only to Rpcak of Uio concoptioii wliich 
unites all tlicso various aspects. Ah miunncd up in tlio positivist 
motto, 7v0ye, OnJer, ProrircaK, Ihoy load us to tho concoptioii of 
Ilunmnity, which implicitly involves and gives now force to oach 
of tliem. Rightly intcriiroting this concoption, wo viow Positivism 
at last ns a complolo and consiatoiit whole. Tho subject will natur- 
ally load us to spoak in goncral torma of tho futuro pvogrosa of social 
rogonoration, ns far as tlio history of tho past enables us to foiesoo 
it. Tho inovomont originatos in Prance, and is limited at first to 
tho groat family of AVostorn nations. I shall show that it will 
afterwards extend, in accoixlnuco with dofinito laws, to tho rest of 
tlio wbito raco, and finally to tho other two groat races of man. 


CHAraOK I. 

the TNTELLECTUAL ClUliACTER OF TOSITIVISM. 

, Thh oljjocb of all true Philosopliy is lo fmtno a 
PhWr'9 syatem which shall coanpvclioiid luiniun life unebv 
to P^tio ^6W every aspect, social os well as inclivuliial. Tt onibracca, 
oFhiiroQn iifo. tiierefoTO, tho thi‘00 kiutls of phoiioinoiio of wliioli o\ir 
K life consifi^ Thought, l-coliugs, and Actions. Unaoi- 
imporfootions. thoso ospoctd, tlio growth of JUiiiianiLy js piniiarily 
spontaneous ; and the basis x^wn which uU wiao i\ttonx\d8 to nxoxlify 
it should proceed, can only bo fxiniishcd by an exact actpiaintauco 
with tho natural process. Wo ato, howovor, able to modify thia 
process systematically; and the iinporlanco of tliis is extvomo, sinoo 
we can thovehy greatly diminish tho partial duviations, tho .disna- 
troua delays, and tlio grave inconsisloncies lo which so complex ii 
growth would bo liable wore it loft ontircly to itaolf.^ To oll'uwt 
this necessary intorvcnlion is the proper splioro of politics, llul ii 
right conception cannot bo formed of it witlioufc tlio aid of tho [ihild. 
sopher, whoso bosinoss it is to dofmo and amend the jirlnoiploa on 
which it is conducted. With this object in view tlio pliilosopbor 
enclca ours to co-ordinate tlio various elomonla of innn's oxislonco, 
80 that it may bo conceived of thcoicticiilly ns nn intogriil whnlo. 
His synthesis can only bo valxtl in so far as it ia an oxaut ami conx- 
pleto representation of tho relations naturally existing. Tho ilrat 
condition is thcroforo tliot th<ao rolations ho cavofnlly studied. 
When tho philosopher, instead of forming sucli a syntliosis, nllomplK 
-to interfere more directly with tho coiirso of practical life, ho com- 
mits tho error of usurping the province of tlio statosmnn, to xvhom 
all practical measures exclusively belong. Pliilosopliy nnd Politics 
ai'o tho two principal fnncUons of tho great social organism. Moral- 
ity, systematically considered, forms tlio connecting link and nt tlio 
same time tho lino of demarcation between tboni. It is tho most 
important application of philosophy^, and it gives a ^onoval diroolion 
to polity. Natural inondily, that ia to say tho various omollons of 
our moral nature, will, as I have shoxvn in my previous xvovlc, 
always govern Uxe speculations of ibo one aixd tho oporatlons of tlxo 
other. This 1 shall explain more fully. 

But tho synthesis, which it ia tho sooiol function of Philosophy 
tn construct, xvill neither bo real nor permanent, unless it embraces 
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ovory clnimvlittout of Immnii iialiirc, whoUior sjjftculiitivo, iillcctivo, 
ov inacticftl. 'i'hcso Um;o (mlore of phonomoim react upon raoli 
oUior 80 iiithiuUoly, that luiy «y»tom which does not iiicluclo all of 
Ihom must inovitnbly bo unmil and inadequiilo. Yol it iw only in 
tlio pi'csoiit day, when PhiloHophy is rcacliing tho po.sitivo slago, 
that tliis which is her highost tuul most ussontial nii 8 i;ion can );u 
fully appi'i'hoiulcd. 

Tho Lhcol'igioid Hyutlicsis depended exclusively upon 
our ah’odivo ualuro ; awl to this is owing its ongintil f.aua oi in- 
HUpromnoy ami its ultinmln rlcclino. l‘or a long lime t“u.'ii“M('io*'af 
its iullucncc over all o\n‘ highest sjiccwlaUmw was pnva- iiutiiftnuuuirn. 
mount, This was capociiilly tlio case during llio Polytlioislic period, 
when Iningiuatiou and Pooling alill wjUuiukI their away uiidov very 
slight vostraint from tlw reasoning faouUios. Yet ovon during tlie 
timo of its highest dovclopmont, inlolloctually^and socially, llieology 
oxovcisod no real control over praolical life. It reacted, of course, 
upon it to some extent, hub Iho effects of this wore in most cases 
far movo apparent than real. There was a natural unLagonisin ba- 
twoon them, which thniigli ui llrat hnnily perceived, wont on 
increasing till at last it hrrmglil iihoul the entire dcHtruetiou of the 
thcologicid falirie, A system ho puroly subjeotivo could not har- 
monize with the nemvHiuily ohjeclivu Umdeneics and sluhbora 
roalilios of pvaotioal life. Tlioology asserted all plionoinoiia to bo 
under the domiiiinn of Wills iiirn'O or less arbitrary ; whereas in 
practical life inon were led moro niul moi-o clearly to tho eoncojitiou 
of invaviablu Laws, Per without laws hnmaw action would Iravo 
ndmitted of 210 vulo or j>lnn. In consequenco of this utLor inability 
of theology to deal with practical life, its troatmont of apoculativo 
and ovon of moral problems vvaa exceedingly imperfect, such pro- 
blems being all more or 1o.<m dopondent on Die practical necessities 
of life. To present a porfoclly synthetic view of Imman nature was, 
thoii, impossiblo as long as tho inihioncoof theology laalod; becauso 
tho Intoiloct was impelled hy Fooling mid by tho Active i)owera in 
two totally diireionk dii’cctlons. Tho fnlluro of all motaphysical 
attempts to fonn a synthesis need not bo dwelt upon iioro. Mota* 
physioiaiis, in spite of tlioir ohums to almoluio truth, have never 
boon able to supcM'sedo theology in questions of fueling, and have 
proved still more inadequate in pmoticnl questions. Ontology, oven 
when it was most triumphant in tho sohools, was always limited to 
aubjoots of a puroly intellectual nature; and ovon hero its abstrac- 
tions, useless in thewsolvos, dealt only with tho enso of indiviiUml 
dovoloiuuont, tho molaphysiejil spirit being Ihurouglily incompatiblo 
with tl»o euelal point of view. In my work on Positive Philosophy 
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times entrusted with tlio solo direction of society, liad long since 
become in evory respect utlorly Tcltognwlc. 

But the P08- But all Positive fiixjculnUons owe tlioir first origin to i 
utTo spirit ori- occupations of ptacLicnl lifoj and, coUHoqucntly, • i 
prMticai li/o.” they havo ahvays givon Boiuo Indication of Llieir cajnv- 
] city lot regulating our active powers, which luid boon omitted from 

i every former syntliosis. Their value in tliis rcapoot has bean iiml ’ 

still is matorially impaired by their wont of broadtli, and their iso- i 

I lated and incolicront oharooter; but it Ijus always boon insLInctivoly ? 

■ felt. The importanco that wo attach to theories wliioli toacli llio i 

I latvsof phenomonn, and give ua the powor of provision, is cliiolly | 

duo to tho fact that they alone can regiilato our oLhonviao blind 
action upon the external world. Hence it ia that wliilo tlio Posi- | 

1 ^ tive spirit has boon growing moro ami more tlioorotioal, and lias , ? 

gi^ually extended to every department of spooulation, it lias never 
lost the practical tendencies which it dorivod from ita sourco ; and 
this even in the caso of researches useless in thomsolvos, and only 
to be justified as logical exoroises. Prom ita first origin in nintlio- 
matics and astronomy, it lias always shown its tendency to avatc* 
matize the wliolo of our conceptions in ovory now subject winch i 
has been brought within the scope of its fundamental prineijilo. It •. ; 
exercised for a long time a modifying influonco upon thoologiual and ^ | 

metaphysical principles, which has gone on inoieasing ; and since = i 

the time of Descartes and Pacoii it lias become evident that it is } | 

destined to auporsedo them altogether. Positivism lins gradually * j 

taken possession of tlio ptolimniaiy aoioncosof Physics and Biology, I' I 

and in these tho old system no longer prevails. All that romained ■ | 

was to complete tho range of its influence by including tho study ^ i 

of sooial phenomena. Pot this study metaphysics had proved in* - | 

competent j by theological tliinkors it had only boon pursued indi- \ 
lecUy and empiiioally as a condition of govoniment. I lioliovo that ' ; 
my work on Positive Philosophy has so for supplied what was i 

wanting. I think it mwat nowbodwir to all that tho Positive 1 • 
:|t fiph’it can embrace the entire range of Uiouglit without lessoning, or 

;]! rather with tho offoot of etrongthening its original tendency to Yogii- I 

if: let© practical life. And it is a furtlior guarantoo for the stability |' ' 

i of the new intolleotiial synthesis tliot Social scieuco, which is tho t 

:ji final result of our reseaielios, gives tliem that syetomatio charactof I' 
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in winch limy had liilhorto been wnnUng, by supplying the only 
coimocliiig link pf wliioh Uioy ull admit 

Xliis concoplion is already adopted by nil Iruo Ihinkoia All 
must now acknowlodgo that tho Positive spirit tends necessarily 
towards tho formation of u comprchoiisivo and duniMo system, in 
•which ovory practical ns woll ns spccnlntivo subject slmll ho in- 
cluded. 13ut such n system would still l)o far from ronlisiug that 
imivcrBal charactor without wliich Positivism would bo inconi potent 
to suiinrscdo Theology in tho spiritual govoi’iinmnt of Humanity. 
I'br tliooloniont which ronlly jiropondowUis in every huimin being, 
that is to say, AfToction, would still bo loft imLouched. Tliis olo- 
mciit it is, and this only, wliich gives a stimulus and direction to 
tho othor two parts of our iiaUiro : without it tho one woidtl wasto 
its forco in ill-conceived, or, at least, usolcss studies, and tlio other 
in barron or ovon dnngorous contoiitioii. "Witli this iimnoiiso doli- 
cioucy tho combination of our thcoroticnl and active jiowcrs would 
ho fruitless, hccauso it would luck tho only pvinciplo which could 
onsuro its real and iiorinaiicnt stability. Tho failure would bo ovuii 
groalor than tlio failuro of Theology in dealing witli luacticnl quos- 
tionsj for tho unity of human natiiro cannot really bo nindo to 
dopond nitlior on tho mtional or Iho active faculties. In tho Hfo of 
tho individuid, ami, still more, in tho life of tlio race, tlio basis of 
unity, as I shall show in llio fourth chapter, must always ho feid- 
iiig. It is to tho fact that tlioology aro.so sjiontancousiy from feeling 
that Us inlluouco is for tho most part duo. And although theology 
is now palpably on tho deolino, yet it will still retain, in priucijilo 
at least, some logitimato claims to tho direction of society so long ns 
tho now philosophy fails to omipy tliis inqiorlant vnntngti-ground. 
Wo como then to tho iinal conditions with which tlio modoi’ii syn- 
thesis must comply. Without iiuglocting tlio sphoros of Thought 
and Action it must also coniprohond tho mornl spliero ; and tlio very 
principlo on which its claim to imivoi*ecUty rests must ho dorivod 
from Vnoling. Then, and not till thou, can tlio claims of tlioolngy 
ho llmilly sot aside. Kor thon the now syslom will havo surpassod 
Uio old ill that which is tho oiio osBontinl purpose of all gniioral 
doctrines. It will have shown ilsolf nhlo to ofloct wliat no ntlior 
doctruio has dono, that is, to bring tho tliroo primary olomonls of 
our nature into liarmony. If Positivism woro to prove incapable of 
satisfying Ibis condition, wo must give up nil hope of systematiza- 
tion of any kind. Por while Positive principles nro now sulTiciontly 
dovolopod w noulralis'o those of Theology, yol, on tlio other liniui, 
tlio inllusnoe of theology would continue to ho fur groalor. Ilcncn 
it is tliat many conscientious tliinkorB in tho present day are so 


timo is ullimatoly tending. It muBt bo owjioil, too, Umt lln'U' viow 
seoios bovuo out by tUo ptoaont clwi-aclor of thu i’oHitivo iiioIIuk- 1. 
Wiiilo all allow its utility in tho tronlniont of pmctionl, (iiid iwon of 
speculative, problora^ it Booins to moat inoii, niul very Jiutumlly, 
quite unfit to deal with quostiona of inoralily. 

In human closci* examination they will kco wuflon to 

n.turo, and rectify tliclr judgmoiiL They will see llmt the Imrd- 
t}jo'^°^°™siiivo »CR 9 with which Positivo soionco Ihih l)nen jiiatly 
s^'Btcm^,^Affoc^ lopionchod, is duo to tho spooialitynnd want nf purporfu 
preroiidomt- with wWch it has hiUrcrlo boon pui-suod, iim\ ia not ul 
higoiumont. jjp jjihcront lu its imtuw. Oiigituilitig aa it did in U\o 
necessities of our inntcrial nature, whicJi for rt long liino icHlriclud 
it totbo study of tho tnorganio world, it luia not till now buconin 
sufiicicntly coinplebo or ayaloinatic to harmonize well willi our 
luoval nature. Rut now that it ia brought to Iwiw upon aovinl 
questions, which for tho futuro will form iU nioRt iinporlant linlil, 
it loses all tho defoota poculinr to its long period of infimny. 'I'lio 
very attribute of reality whicli is cliuinod by Llm now philosophy, 
leads it to treat all aubjacls from thomoml still mnro tlmn from Dio 
intellectual side. Tho neccaaity of oasiguiug with uxuet tnith tlm 
place occupied by tho intolicct and by tlio heart in the organization 
of human nature and of society, leads to the decision that Alhiclinn 
must bo tho central ^inl of Iho aynthesifl. Tu llio Lroaliimnt of 
aocial questions Positive scwnco will bo found utterly to diseiud 
those proud illusions of tho suprenincy of reason, to whicli it had 
boon liable during its proliminnry stages. Kutifying, in l-hiH 
respect, tho common oxixirionco of men oven more forcibly than 
Catholicism, it •teaches ua that invlividiml hapjhnoss and piiidio 
welfare are far more dopendoiit upon tlio heart tlmn upon tlui 
iutolleot. But, indopondontly of this, tho question of co-onlinaLing 
the faculties of our nature will convince us that tho only basis on 
which they can bo brought into hawncmious union, is Dm mnpon- 
doranco of All'ooticiu over Kcoaon, and oven over Activity, 

Tho fact that iutolleot, as well nssooial sympathy, is n^diatinotivi) 
nttnbato of our nature, miglit load us to supjioao tluifc oitlior of 
those two might bo anpromo, and thowfovo tlmt thoro might bo 
more than one method of OBtabliBlimg unity. Tho fact, howovor, 
18 that there is only ono; becouao ilieso two olcmeuta uvo liy no 
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Uio inlollect is porimiiioiUly fidftptocl is to lio tlio sorvnut of tlio social 
sympathies. If, iusUiad of boiut? coutoiit with Uuk Uououvablo 
post, it fispiro-s to hccomo suprojuo, iU nnjhilioua ninis, wliich aio 
novor rcnliscil, result simply in tlio most doplomblo disorder. 

livoii ^viUl tho individmil, it is impossiblo to esliiblish pernumont 
Imrmony botwcon our various inijmisua, except by j^iving coinplolo 
supromney to the feeling winch ju-ompU tho sincere and Imliitual 
desire of doing good. This fooling is, no doubt, like tho rest, in 
itself blind ; it has to learn from rojison tho right moans of obtain- 
ing aatisfaotiun ; and our nclivo fftcullioa arc then called into 
requisition to ap])ly tlioao moans. Jlut common oxj)orienco proves 
tliat after all the ])rincipnl comliliou of right action is tho bouevo- 
lout impulse ; with tho ordinary amount of iwloUoct and activity 
that is found in men this stimulus, if well sustained, is onongli to 
direct our thoughts «iul onorgios to a good re.snU. Without this 
Imbitual sjning of actimi they would innvilably waste Llmmsolvcs in 
barren or incolinrent cllbrts, and spcuilily ruluiiso into their original 
torpor. Unity in mir moral naluru is, then, impo.'>flildo, except so 
far as alfecLion jirepondcinlcs ovc*r inlcllccL and activity. 

True as this fundnmuiilal principle k for tho iudivi- 
dual, it is iu public Ufo that its* luicxawity can ho Cuiu'uoi!U*\\>- 
domonstmted most irrefuLahly. Tho I’robltmi is in Hui'vkVof u’o 
reality tho eame, nor is any dilToront solution of it Hwini sym- 
required ; only it assumes such increased dimonsions, 
that less uncoi’lointy is hdt ns to tho mothocl to bo adopltal. Tho 
various boiiigs wlumi it issonglit to hai'inonko have in this enso 
oaoh a sopnvulo oxistcncoj it is clonr, thorofoit), that tho llvst 
condition of co-oporatiou must bo souglit in their own inheronb 
tondoncy to nniver.Hal love, ifo cnlculationb of solf-intorost can 
rival this sooial instinct, wholhor in prompLitudo and bieaiUh of 
intuition, or in boldness and tenacity of purposo. Truo it is that 
tho bonovohmt emotions luwo in most cases io.sa intvinaio energy 
than tho solllsli. But they havu this bonutifiil 4]ualily, llml social 
life not only ponnits their growth, but stimulates it to an almost 
unlimitod oxLont, wliilo it holds Uioir antagonists in constant chock. 
Indeed tho incioasiiig tondenoy in Lbo formor to prevail over tho 
latter is tiio best moasuro by whioh to judgo of tlio progross of 
Iliunanity. But tho inlolloct may do much to conlivm thoir inllu- 
onco. It may strongthon social fcoliug by difluslng justor views of 
the relatious in which tho viuious luwts of society aland to each 


sociolics, ov from tUo pucrilo apocinlUiofl wiili 'Wliioh tliny iivo at 
j)i-osen6 occupied. 

In feet, Uio amViUons ckiius wliioli, rvot anicn Urn hopoloas 
(loclino of tho theological synthesis, Imvo Ikicii advAnced by tlio 
iutolloct, never wovo or could bo ronlisixl. Thoir only vahm lay in 
their aolvoiit action on llio tlioologlcnl eyaloin whoii it Imd l)RComo 
hoslilo to progress, The intellect is iutoiulod for sorvieo, not for 
uinpiio; when it imaginoa itself BupromOfitis really only uhoying 
tlie personal instead of tho social iiifliiiiols. It nnvor acta iii(lo[)on* 
dcriUy of feeling, ho that fooling good or Imd. Tlin Jlrsl condilioii 
of cojnnmnd is foi'co; now ronaoii bns but light; llio iinpiilsu that 
moves it must cojno h-nm oIbowIiom. Tiio jnoUipliysionl Utn])lns, 
in which a life of pure contoinplnlioii is hold out n» Iho hlgheat 
ideal, attraob tho notice of our moil of scicnco; but aro really 
nothing but iUwsions of prido, ot veils for dishnut'st acbomos. 
True there is a gonuino eatisfactioii in llio not of dlarovtuing trntll^; 
but it is not siilhcionlly intenso lo Im an Imbitunl guide ol cniiduct. 
Indeed, so fooblo is our intollcct, that tho impulso of soiiio nnsaiou 
is necessary to direct and Rustftin itin almost ovory prtbrt. AVhou tho 
impulse comes from kindly fooling it attrooU attouUon on uex>xHmtof 
its rarity orvaluo; when it springs from thofiolfisli inotivos of glory, 
arabition, or gain, it is too common lo bo romnrlfod. This is 
usually tlio only difibronco botwcon l-ho two eases. It does indood 
ocoasionally happen that tho inlollcot is aelimtod by a sort of pas- 
sion for tmth in itaolf, without any mixturo of pride or vanity. 
Yet, in this caso, as in ovory othor, tboro is intonso egotism in 
exercising tho mental powers irtCBpecttvoly of all sooinl objocla. 
Posilivlam, as I shall afterwards explain, is ovon more sovoro' tlinn 
Catholiciam in its comlomnation of ibis typo of oharnolor, Avlmthor 
in motapliysioinns or in men of soionco. Tho true pbilosoplior 
would consider it a most euliwblo abnso of tho opportunilios wJiioli 
civilization affords him for the snlco of llio woUaro of SQoloty, in 
leading a spcoulativo life. 

We have traced tho PosiUvo pritiolplo from its origin in iho 
pureuiteof active life, and have soon it extending sucoosalvoly to 
every department of specidaiion. Wo now find it, in its innturlty, 
and that as a simple result of its strict nclhoiojico to faot, ombmoing 


u (loctnno ot as great political as plnlosopmcal impoitanco, that Uio 
iloai't |ii'opon(loval(‘s ovor tho Intollect. 

It ia true tlmt this dnetrino, which is tho only basis 
for estiiblifiliing harmony in our imturo, had boon, as I touooi wia tho 
boforo remarked, instinctivoly oceopted by tbcologicol "‘oa7i ; ^undur 
sysloms. Ihit it wua ono of tho falaliUca of eocioty I'oauivisui. its 
ill its ]ircliminury jihnso, that tho duclrlno was coupled 
with an error winch, after a limo, destroyed all its value. In 
aclcmnvlctlging tho superiority of tho heart tlio intellect was ro- 
dueed to al\ject submission. Its only chance of growth lay in 
resistance lo iho established Bystom. This coitrso it followed with 
increasing cUcct, till after Uvoiity contni-ios of insurrection, tho 
systoni collapsed. Tho natural wault of the process was to stimu- 
late mclapliysical and sciontilic pride, and to jiromoto views sub- 
versive of all social order. But Positivism, while systonmticnlly 
adopting the principle hero spoken of as tho foundation of indi- 
vidual and social disciplino, intorjirols tliat principle in a difforont 
way. It teiiclies that while it is for the heart to suggest our 
problems, it is for tho intolloct to solve them. Now the inUllccL 
was at (irst quite iimdeqiiato lo tins task, for which a long and 
laborious training was needed. The licart, ihotoforc, had to take 
its jiiaco, and in default of objcclivo truth, to give free piny lo its 
subjective insiiirations. But for those inapirntions, all progress, us 
1 showed in my ‘'Bystom of Positive Philosophy,” would liavi* 
been Lotiilly impossible. Por n long time it was necessary that Llioy 
should be holiovod absolutely j but as soon as our reason began to 
moidd its conceptions upon olWirvationa, moio or loss accurate, of 
tho external world, those BUpornnluval dogmas became inevitably 
an obstacle to its growth. Hero lies the chief source of tlio 
important niodirications which theological boliof has successively 
uiidorgono. No further modifications aro now possiblo without 
violating its essoutial principles; and since, monnlimo, Positive 
sciouco is assuming every day larger proportions, tho conflict bo- 
Iwoon Uiom is advancing with increasing Yoliomoiico and danger. 
Tho loiuloncy on tho ono side is becoming more retrograde, on tlm 
other more rovoluUonavy ; because tho imiiossibility of reconciling 
the two opposing forces is felt more and more strongly. Never 
was this position of afTairs nioro manifest than now. Tlio restora- 
tion of tlieology lo its original power, supposing such a thing wore 
possiblo, would have tho most degrading inlluouco on tho inlolIocL, 
and, consequently, on tho olmractor also; since it would involve the 


tion of Wostovn liA\xo\v>; by tlifl vory bict. nf iU rciuiLidnavy 
tcmlcncics, upon Lho gicatoatot alUocml (lUcaUoiiH. !(. in owlug 
to its iuflwouco that tUo cenlml poiiil of tlio now HyiitliOHiH U 
plscod in ovu- moitvl tatliof than our iuloHoctiuil nuLiiro ; imil Una, 
ill spite of ovovy pvojudico and habit of Ihouglit Lliub Imw boon 
formed (hmug the rovoluliminry jwritKl of tlui livat fivo {umturicfl. 
And while in this, which is tlio primary oondition of Huoinl orgniu. 
nation, l^osil.ivisiu proves more odlcionl tliim 'i'lKiology, it at tlio 
same time tonniualos the disunion which liiifl oxisted «o long bo- 
tween the intolloct and the lietirU For it followH l.igicuily from ita 
priiiciplos, and also from the whole spirit of tho Hyalcin, that the 
intellect simll bo free (o cxcrciso its fuU alini'n of inlltunicn in uveiy 
clopai'tinont of Iinmnii life. 'When it is aaid llial Ilia intolloot 
should bo subordinate to Iho heart, wimt ia incniit is, that the in- 
tellcct should devote itself oxchisivoly to the problmiiH which the 
heart suggests, the uUiinalo object being to fiiul prupiir Hatisfiictioii 
for our various '^ants. Without tliis liiiiitation, oxiiprioiice liiia 
shewn too clearly Umt it would almost always follow ita natiirnl 
bant for useless or insoluble questions, rvliioh are tlic moat plenti- 
ful and the easiest to deal rvith. Dut wlioii any pidblum of a 
logitiniato kind has been onoe proposed, it is the solo Judge of llio 
method to bo puvstied, and of Iho utility of the roaulls obudned, 
Its province is to onquiro into Uio present, in order to fortwoo the 
futuro, and to discover the moans of improving it. In this 
province it is not to bo interfered with. In a word tlio intolloot is 
to bo tbo servant of tlio heart, not its slave. Under Lhoao two 
oorrolativo conditions the elements of our nature will at last bo 
brought into harmony. Tlio equilibrium of those two eloiiionts, 
once ostablUhod, is in liltlo danger of being disturbed. For since 
it is equally favourable to both of tiiom, both will bo intorosLocl In 
maintaining it, Tbo fact that Hoason in inodorn times has bocoino 
habituated to revolt, is no ground for supposing that it will 
always retain its rovolutionoiy ebarafitor, oven when its logilimato 
claims have been fully satisfied. Supposing tbo coso to aviso, how* 
ever, society, as I shall allow altovwards, would not bo wildioiiL 
the weans of roprossing any proionsions that wore subversive of 
order. There is anothet point of view which may assure us that 
the position given to UiehofiH under the now syslom will involve 
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Ouv (loclriiu*. tlKUoforc’, ia o»o wliicli ranilovs TiiowiborHi- 
hypocvisy ivud oinm‘S?mu aliko im\ioasiblo. Ami il nMvUociioviio 
now ataiula lorwanl as llio rcaull of nil tho cfibi-lfl of 
iho piwt-, for tho vo^ouftiutiou of oi-dor, which, wUolhor dine of iwv. 
oonsidorod iiulividimlly or socinlly, ia no dcoply coni- 
pioiniaod by tho ftimrchy of tho prcaont limo. It cBtabliahoa n 
fniuliimonlnl priiiciplo by wliich true pliiloaophy niid sound polity 
mo brought into coi relation ; a pi-iiiciplo which can bo folt ns woll 
na jirovcd, and which is at onco tho Icoyalono of a gystoni and q 
liiisis of yovoninicnt. I shall show, inorcovcr, in tho fifth clmptor, 
that tho (loctrino is as rich ia csthotio bcniity as in pliilosophica] 
powor and in social innuonco. This will complolo tho proof of its 
olhcacy as tlio coiitro of a imivorsnl systoni. Viowod from tlio 
moral, sciontino, or pootical napeot, it is ocpmlly valuablo ; anditia 
tho only jn'inciplo wliich enn bring Humanity safely tlirongli tho 
most fonnidablo crisis Unit she has over yet undovgono. It will bo 
now clear to nil that tho forco of iloinonstmlion, a forco jiociiliar to 
modern times, and whicli still roUiins much of its (lestnicUvo 
character, becomes matured and nlovnlml by J’oaitivisin. It begins 
to develop conslrucLivo tmidoncica, which will soon bo dovolopod 
more largely. It is not too niuc]i, tlion, to say tliat rositivism, 
notwillmtaiuliiig ils speeulativo origin, oflbra na miicli to naturos of 
deep symputby as to inon of highly cuUivulod inlollcota, or of 
oiiergoiie oiiaraelor. 

Tlio siiii'il and tho principlo of llio eynlhosis wliioli tom* 

all truu iiliilosophors slionhl ondoavoiir to oatablish, nxionm^ or- 
bavo now been deliiiod. I proceed to explain tbo worift^na^o^ 
method that should bo followed in tho task, and the vonioaiy Sci. 
peenliar diiViculty with whioh it is attended. 

Tho uhjeot of tho synthesis will not bo scenrod until it ombrnoos 
tho whole oxloni ol Us domain, tlto moral nntl practical depart- 
3nont8 as well as tho intellectua). liut those throe dopartinonls 
cannot bo dealt with sinmltanoously. Thoy follow an order of sno- 
oossion wliich, so far from clissovoring them from tho whole to 
whioh they belong, is seen when carefully exaunnetl to bo a 
natural result of Ihoir nmlual db^iondonco. The truth is, and it is 
a Ivuilv of great impovUvuco, that Thoughts must bo systoraatised 
boforo l‘'eoilng8, b'eelings boforo Aotions. It is doubtless, owing 
to a confusoda\ipvoUousion of thisTrufeh, that pliUosoyiUors hitherto, 
in framing lliuir sysioins of human naiiiro, havo dealt almost 
exclusively with out intcUcotual faculties. 
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(CUAP. I. 


The necessity of conimoncing with Llio co-orcUimtion of ulima is 
not moroly duo to tho fact tliat Iho rcktiona of thcuo hoing iiioro 
simple find more stisoopUblo of doinoiistiution, form a UHoful logicnl 
preparation for tho romaindor of the task. On cloaor (’.xiuuMmtion 
we Hud a more importaiitj tliougli loss oljvious rcuHoti. If tliis lirsl 
portion of tho work ho oiico cdioiontly porformod, it is t)io 
foundation of all tlio rest. In what roniainn no very aorious 
diiriculty will occur, provided always that we eonlont <auHelvus with 
that degreo of coiuidotoiiosa which tliu ultimate purjiosu of tho 
system requires. 

To give such ])aramount importance to this iiortion of Llio sul). 
jeeb may seem at first sight inoonsislont with tliu pruimailiun just 
laid down, that tho stroiigth of tho intolloclual fncultiuH in far in- 
ferior to that of the other olomonts of uur nature, it is quito 
certain that Fooling and Activity Jiavo much mure to do witli any 
practical step that wo lake tlion pure Kcasou. In ftUcinj>tiug lu 
explain this ])aradox, wo comoat last to the poouliar dilliculty of 
this great problom of human Unity. 

Tho first condition of unity is a suhjuctivo principle; and this 
principle in tho Positive aystoni is the suhordinatieu of tho iutolloct 
to tho heart. Without this tho unity that wo buoIc can never ho 
placed on a permanent basis, whoLhor individually or colluctlvoly. 
It is essential to liavo some iiifluonco suHlciontly jioworful to pro- 
duce convergence amid tho lictoi’ogoncous and oflon antagoniHLio 
tondonoics of so complox an oiganism as ours. But Huh llrat oen- 
dition, indispenaablo os it is, would bo quite insullioiont for the 
purpose, without some objoctivo basis, existing indopuiuluntly of 
ourselves in tho oxtornal world. That basis consists for us in the 
laws or Order of tho phonomona by wliich Humanity is rogulatcd. 
Tho subjection of human lifo to this order is incontoatabloj and na 
soon as the intolloct has enabled us to oomprohond it, it bocomos 
possible for the fooling of lovo to oxorciso u controlling iidluonco 
over our discordant tondonoics. This, Lhon, is tlie mission allotted 
to tbo.intcllacb in tho Positive synthesis ; In this sonao it is tliat it 
should bo consecrated to tlio service of llio lioavt. 

I have said that our conception of human unity must bo totally 
inadequate, and, indeed, cannot dosorvo tho name, so long as it 
does not ombraco ovory olomont of our nature. But it would bo 
equally fatal to tho oomplotonoss of this groat conception to tliink 
of humau uatiiro irrospoctivoly of what Hos outeldo it. A nurolv 
subjective unity, without any objective basis, would bo shniHy 
impossible. In thettrst place any attempt to co-ordinaLo man's 
mord naturq, without rog^ to tho oxtornal world, supposing Urn 
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fttloinpl icft3i\)Io, ^vould hnvo very lilUo jwnnfxnoiit influoiico on 
our Imi)|nno.ss, whotlior colloctivoly or iudividunlly ; since liappi- 
nosa ilcponda so lavgoly wjwu owr volaliona lo all Uiai oxiala avounil 
us. liosides Uiis, wo liavo to considor llio excooding iinporfoctioii 
of onv nntuYC. Bolf-lovo ia deeply iniplunVcd in it, and when left 
to ilsolf is far stroiigor Limn Social Sympathy. Tlio social insliiicls 
wouKl never gain the maatovy ^Yovo they not suetaiued and called 
into con.slant oxnroiso by tho economy of llio o.xtoviml world, an in- 
fluence which at tho same time cUceka the \)owcv of tho solflah 
instincts. 

To uudovstaud this Gcoiioiuy aright, wo must remmu- 
bor that it oinbraccs not moroly tho iiiorgunic world, iivittiio aoif- 
but ul.HO tho pliouomona of our own oxialonco. 'L’ho llri conv7.IiimU 
pbonoiuena of human lifo, though moro niodirmblo u><i miRoiti^ii 
tluiu ttuy oLhora, aio yet o«iiinlly subject to invariable • 

laws j laws whioh form Iho principal objects of To-sitivo spocula- 
Lion. i^ow tho bouovolont nn’ccllona, which thomaolvoa act in 
Imrmpny with tho laws of social dovolopmont, incliiio u.s lo submit 
to all other laws, ns soon as tho inloHcp.t has discovorod tliuir 
cxisLeuco. Tho possibility of mural unity dopumla, thorofovo, oven 
in tho ease of tho iudiviihml, but still nioro in that of socioty, upon 
tho necessity of i-ccogni/.ing our Hubjoctioii to an o.xtijrmd power. 
]ly lliis menus our aelf-rogaixliug luHtincla are romlcvcd flUScopLible 
of discipliue. Xu tiunnsolvus tluiy aru alrong ouougli to iioiilrnlize 
all symimLliotio tendendc.H, woro it not for tho support that tho 
latter fliul iu this Kxtornai Order. Its discovery is <luo to tho in- 
tclloct; which is thus unlisted in llio sorvico of fouling, with the 
uUimato puri)o.so of regulating action. 

Thus it is tlial an iiiUilloctnnl syntlius«, or S 3 '«tumatic study of 
tho laws of nature, is iioodcd on fur hlglior grounds tluui those of 
satisfying our Lhoorotieul faculties, which aro, for the most part, 
very foeblc, even iu mon who dovoto tliomsolvos to a lifo of thoughl. 
It is needed, becaiiso it solves at onco tho most difflcuU problom of 
tho moral synlhcsia. Tho highor impidaos wilhiii ua aro brought 
uiidor the inlluonco of ft powerful stimulus from williout. By iU; 
moans they aro onublod lo control our discordant imiiulsoH, and lo 
luaiuLain a state of liurmony towards which thoy huvo always 
tended, but which, without such aid, could novor bo roalisod. 
iMoroovor, this concoption of tho oiilor of naluvo ovidontly 8U])plio.s 
tho basis for a synlhosia of human action ; for tho clVicacy of our 
actions doponds oiUirely upon their conformity to this order. But 
this part of tho subject Ims boon fully explained in my previous 
work, and I nood not enlarge upon it furllier. As soon as tho 
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synthesis of mental conceptions onahlcs m to fi>nn n syiillioMiB of ] 
fiolinf's, it is clear that tliere will bo no very sciidiiH (Hlliirullios in 4 
constnicting a synthesis of actions. Unity (»f notion (bipeiHls upon • 
unity of impulse, and unity of design ; luul llnm wo iind lliat tlio 
co-owlinafioti of Jiuninn imtiiro, oh a whole (h'licmlH nUiiiinUdy upon ; 
the CO oTcUnatiou of picutal conceptions, a 8ul>jcct wliieli Hiii'incd at 
fii-flfc of coinjramtivoly slight iinjiorlflnco. 

The 8\ibjcctivo princlplo of Vosilivlsm, that is, Un' HuhmiliuaUon. 
of tho intollect io tho heart is iluia fovtilhul by nn ol'j(!vliyo basis, 
tbo iimmitablo Ifecessity ollhooxlcrmd world j and by ibis means 
it becomes possible to bring human life witliin iho indiU'iico of 
social sympathy. Tho suporioiily of the now Hyntliewa to Ibo old | 
is even move ovidont under this socond aapiict llian undi’r the 
first. In theological systems tho objective baHis was supplic'd by 
spontaneous belief in a suppinntinul "W'ill. iMow, wlmtoVdi' tlio : 
degroo of reality attribiilcd to Iboso Hetious, tlu'y nil prcicccdod 
from a subjective source ; and tliorebtro their iiilli'.onco in most 
eases must havo boon very confused and fiiictuutiiig. In respect of 
mowl discipliuQ llioy cannot bo compuvoil oillicr for preiiinion, for 
force, or for stability, to tlio eoncojjtion of an invariiibli) (Jrdor, 
actually oxisUng wilhont ua, and allcalcd, wholhur wo will or uo, 
by ovory net of our oxislonca 

This fundamental doclrinn of roaitivism is not to bo 
tio?t’o^t iwbKx- attributed in tho full brcadtli of its moanings to any 
imbcon'tfm- Ihiiilcor. It is tho slow result of a vast procoss 
dually grow, carried out ill sciMiratc dciHirlmoulB, wliicli began witli 
carUost'tiniM! iutollcctual ])owors, iiiul wliicli is ; 

only just completed in tlioBO wlio exhibit tlioso powers 
corape. in thoir highest form. During tlio long iiorind of lior 
infancy Humanity hna been proparing this Uio most piocioiia of lior 'i 
intellectual altaibinonts, ns tho basis for tlio pidy sysloin of lifo I 
which is pomiancntly adapted to our nnturo. Tho docliino luis to i 
be donionstratcd in all tho moro essential eases from obsorvalioii - 
only, except so far os wo tulmit avguiuoiit from analogy. Doduc- 
tiyo argument is not admissible, oxcojiL in sucli eases as nro ;■ 
oyidontly eompoundotl of othota in which tbo proof given lins boon 
siifRcicnt. Thus, for iristniicc, wo uro nutliorieod by souml logio • 
to assert tho oxistonco of laws of wonthor; though most of Ihoso •; 
aro still, and, porhaps, always will bo, unknown. I'or it is clear | 
that moteoTological phohoniona rosult from a oombiimlion of astro- I 
nomical, physical, and chemical influonccs, each of wliioli lias boon t 
proved to' bo subject to invariablo laws. Hut in all plionoinona ■; 
whicn aro not thus rcduciblo, wo must linvo roconrso to Induotivo 1 
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voasoning j fov n principlo which is Uto hns'is of all deduction can- 
not bo itsolf (Icducwl. llenco it is that tlio doctiino, being so 
oniiroly fovoigii ns it is to our primiUvo monUd stnto, requires such 
a long course of preparation. ■ Without sudi proparnLion oven the 
greatest tbinkors could not nnlicipnlo it. It is tnio l)mt in some 
eases niclaplryaical conceptions of a law Imvo been funned before 
the proof renlly j’oq\uro{l had boon furnished. But they wore never 
of mucli sorvico, except so far ns they gonornlized in a more or loss 
confused way the analogies naturally suggc-stcd by llio laws wliicli 
bad actunlly been discovered in siinplor plionomona. Besides, 
such nssorlions always ronmined very doubtful and very barren in 
result, until they were based upon sonio outline of ^ really 
Positive theory. Tims, in spito of tho apparoni ])otoncy of this 
niotaphysicnl method, to whioh inodorn intollccla are eo addicted, 
•the conco]Hion of an Kxtornnl Order is still extremely imperfect in 
many of llio most cultivated minds, bceause they liavo not voriflod 
it s.ulhoiontly in tho most intrioato and important class of phe- 
uoinona, tho phonoiuoua of socioty. I am not, of course, speaking 
of tho few thinkers whoaccopt my discovery of the principal laws 
of Sociology. Such uucovtaiuty in a subject so closely related to 
all otliors, ])ro{luc(*3 groat confusion in men’s minds, and nfi'ects 
their peveoptiou of an invarlablo ordor, even in the simplest sub- 
jects. A proof of this is tho utter delusion into which most 
goomotviciauB of tho present day Imvo fallon with respect to, what 
tlioy call tho Calculus of Clianoos j a ooncoption whicli presupposes 
that tho phenomena considorod nro not subject to law. Tho 
doctiino, thoroforo, cannot bo considered ns firmly ostnblisliod in 
any one case, unLil it has boon vorinod specially in every one of tho 
primary categories in which plionomona jnay bo classed. But now 
that lliis (liiTicuU condition lias really boon fulfilled by tho few 
thinkers who liavo rison to tho lovol of their ago, wo have at Inst 
a Arm objective basis on which to cslnblisli tho harmony of our 
moral natura That basis is, that all ovonta whatever, tho ovonls 
of our own personal and aooial life included, arc always subject 
to natural relations of scfiuonco and siinilitndo, wliich in nil 
ossontinl roepccls lie beyond the roach of our iuloifovonoo. 

•This, then, is the oxlornal basis of our synthesis, 
wliich includes tho moml and practical faculties, as notmodniabio, 
well ns tho spcculativa It rests at every point 1,^ 
upon tho unchangonblo Order of tho world. Tho right noio; ta oi tbo 
understanding of this order is the principal subject of 
ouv thouglUs j ils propoudotaling iiifluoueo determines tlio general 
course of our feelings j. its gradual improvement is the constant 


sloth; our nouicr icomujs wouiu uiuu'iu mu ..ov,uuu- 

ancy of tho lowor instincts.; mid o«r iictivo p6wuifl would ubandoa i 
tliomselvQs to purposeless ngilnlion. Men Imvo, it is true, been for I 
a long time ignorant of tliis Order. NovorllieleHs Wu luivii beon ' | 
always subject to it; and its influonco lias iilwayB teiuled, tlioiigh J 
without our knowledge, to control our whole buing; mu' actions ' | 
first, and 8ubsoq.uonUy ouv IboughtB, and uveu ouv ull'ee.LitiUH. As ] 

w'o have advanced in our knowledge of it, our tlumgliU Imvo | 

bccoiiio' less vague, our desh-cs less cnjiriciuna, our coiuluct loss | 
arbitrary. And now Hint wo nro able to grasp Lliti full inuaiiiiig of \ 

tho conception, its infliionco extends to oyory part of our coiulucl. j 

For it leaches ua Hint tho object lo bo aimed at in the ocoiioiny ^ | 
dovisod by man, is wise dovelopiiiont of tho irrcsialililo iieonoiuy of • 
natuio, which ommol bo nmcndwl till it is liiat studied and ulibyod. . | 
In some dopartments it has Uio cimractor of fido ; that in, it admits ' 
of no modification. But oven hero, in npiUi of the HU|ioiliciid ] 
objections to it which liavo urlson from inlelleelual prido, it is ; 
necessary for tho proiior rogulnlion of human life. Huppuau, for :• 
instance, that man wore oxonipl from tho nucusaity of living uii Die < 
earth, and woro free to pass at will from one idaiml to anolliur, the \ 
very notion of society would ho romluicd impoesiblo by llio licoiico . -• 
which each iiuUvidual would have to givo way to wlmtuvor ; 
unsettling and distraoting impulsos his nuluro might iiudiiio him. ’ 
Our propensities aro so holcrogoiicous and so deficiunt in nluvutiun, i 
that thoi'o would ho no fixity or consistency in our comliml:, but for i, 
thoso insuimountahlo conditions. Our feoblo reason may fret nt ’ 
such restrictions, but without thorn all ils deliboratioiiB would bo 
confused and purposeless. "Wo aro poworloss to croato : all llmt wo ' 
can do in bottoriiig our condition is to modify an order in wbioli wo • 
cau produce no radical change. Supposing us in posHOSBioii of llial 
absolute indepondouco to which uiotaphysical pvidu uspireB, it is I 
certain that so far from improving our ooiulition, it would bo a bat \ 
to all dovclopmont, wholhoi: social or imlividunl. The trim jjiilli I 
of human progress lies in llio opposite ilirootion; in diininiehing ■ I 
tho vacillation, inconsisteiioy, ami discordance of our doaigim by ; ] 
furnisliing oxtornal motives for Ihoso oporations of our iiitolIocUml, » 
moral ond practical powers, of which the original sourco was puroly ■ • 
mtoyiial. Tho ties by wliich out various diverging tonduncios luo \ 
held together would be quite inadequate for tboir purpose, without j 1 




But, howovor groat thn value ot Positive doctrine in pointing out 
the unchniigcablo napocts of tlio inuvorsal Oitlor, ^vllat wo Imvo 
principally to consider aro tlm numerous doiMirtmcnts in wliicli that 
order admits of artificial modifications, llovo lies tho most 
jnil)ortant aplioro of Imman activity. Tho only plioiiomona, indeed, 
wliich wo aro wholly nnablo to modify aro tho simplest of id!, tho 
phonomona of tho Solar System which we inhabit. U is trno that 
now that wo know its laws wo can easily coucoivo tlicm improved 
in cortnin rospocts ; hut to whntovor degroo our power over nature 
may oxloml, wo shall never l>o able to produce the slightest chiiugo 
in thorn. What wo havo to do is so to dispose our life os to sub- 
mit to those rcaistlcBS fatalities in tho best way wo can j and tliis 
is comparatively easy, because their greater simj^Ucity ouahlos us to 
foroseo thorn with moro precision and in a more distinct futiiro. 
Their interpretation by Positive science has had a most important 
infliiouco on tho gradual education of Iho human intollool : and it 
will always contiimo to ]>o tho source from winch wo obtain tho 
•cloarostnnd most impressive sense of Immutability. Too exclusively 
studied they might oven now load to fatalism ; but controlled as their 
iulluonco will 1)0 henceforward by a moro philosoiihic education, 
they may well become a means ot moral imi)rovojnont, by dis- 
posing us to submit with resignation to all evils whicli arc 
ahsoUitoly insiirmouii table. 

In other i>ar (8 of tho external coonomy, invariability not in most 
in nil ])rimavy nspocls is found coinpatiblo wiUi modi- modify it inwi 
flcatlous in points of secondary importance. Tlieao lr„o\viea%*’’oi 
modifications become mom luunorous and oxtomivo as 
tho phenomena aro moro complex. Tho rcfwon of this "in 
is that tho causes from a combination of which tho 
offocts proceed being moro varied and more accossihlo, ofibr greater 
facilities to our foohio powers to iiilorforo with advnulago. Put all 
this has boon fully oxplaiued in my “System of Positive Pliilo- 
sophy ”. Tho londoucy of that work was to show that our inter- 
vontion bocamo moro officaoious in proportion as tho phonomona 
upon which wo acted had a closer relation to Tho life of man or 
sooioty, Iiulood tho oxtenaivo modifications of which sooioty 
admits, go far to Icoop up tho common mlslako that social phono* 
mona aro not subject to any constant law. 

At tho samo time wo havo to romombor that this inoronsod 
possibility of human intorvonUon in certain parts of tho External 
Order nocossarily coexists with incroased imporfoction, for which it 



tiuio. ino oxisicnco oi inuso uoiccui Hnuiiui uu uikuii iiuo 
careful consideration ; jiot indeed ivUli Uio hope of amondiiiH I'liuni, 
but as a check upon unreasoning adniiralioii. licHidi's, thoy'Ioad ua 
to a clearer conception of the true posilinii of Ifuiiinnily, u puHiliou 
of wliich tlio most striking fcaluro is the JuniesHiLy of struggling 
against difficulties of ovovy kind. I^nslly, by obHurving Uioao 
defects wo aro less likely to waste our limo in soaking fur iibsolulo 
porfootion, and so noglooting Iho wiser course of looking for such 
improvoraonts as are really possible. 

In all other phciioraona, the increasing iniporfecUoii of the 
econoniy of nature becomes a powerful slimulus to nil our faoulLica, 
whether moral, intollcctiial, or pmotioal. Hero wo lliul suflbringa 
which can really bo alloviatcil to n Inigo oxlonl by wiso and well- 
sustained combination of efforts. This considoi-ntion hIiouUI give a 
firmness and dignity of bonring, to wbioh Ifuinanity oould novor 
attain during her poriod of infanoy. 'X'lioso wlio look wisoly into 
the future of society will fool that the conception of nmn liucoming, 
without feat ot boast, tho arbiter, witbin oortnin limilH, of bia own 
destiny, has in it somotliing far more satisfying than Llio old boliof 
in Providonoe, which impUal our remaining pussivo. Social union 
will be strengthened by tho conception, boenuso ovory ono will boo 
that union forms our princiiwd robourco agidnst the iniRUvioa of 
human lifo. And while it calls out our noblest syinijalhics, it 
iirfpressea us moro strongly with tho imiiotlnnco of high intolluotual 
culture, hefing itself tho object for which such cultuvo is roquiiod. 
These important results have been over on tho incroasu in luodorn 
times ; yet hitherto they have been loo limited and casual to bo 
appi'cciatod rightly, except so fat ns wo could anticipnlo tho future 
of society by tho light of sound bislortcal princlplos. Art, so far 
as It 18 yet organized, does not include that part of live coonouw of 
nature which, being tlio most modifiablo, Ibo moat imporfect, and 
the mosbiraportant of all, ought on ovory ground to bo regarded as 
the pmoipal object of human exertions. Jfvon Medical Art, 
^ bogimiing to fioo itself from ila 
M wbothor moral or polilioal, is 
S 1? 1 • 00 deeply that few stalosmon admit tho iiossibility 

be impossible* to place on a rational basis ail Uio rest of our practical 


to laws aa olUovs. \V iiou U\o coucopuoii ot Umj Utuoj; ot iSlauuo Uaa 
bocomo gonomlly accoptcd in its full oxtont, tho ordinary dofiniLion 
of Art will Ijccomo ns compi’ohouBivo niul ns liomogoiusons ns Unifc 
of Scionco; and it will tbon bocomo obvions to all sound lliiiikovs 
that tho priuciiKil sphoro of both Art nud Scionco is tho social Jifo 
of man. 

Tims tlio social bovvIccs of tho Jiilollcct nro not limited to vovcnl- 
ing tho oxistenco of an oxtornnl Kconoiny, and tho noccssity of 
suhiniasion to its sway. If tho theory is tohnvoany iiilliunicc upon 
ovir nctivo powors, it should inchulo nil oxnct osUniato of tho iinpor- 
fbotions of this economy and of tho liiniU within ivliich it vavio'*, 
80 ns to imlicnto niul doflno tho boundaries of lumian intorvention. 
Thus it will always bo an important function of philosophy to 
ci'itioi/.o natiu’o in n Positivo spirit, although tho antipathy to theo- 
logy hy which such criticisin wns formerly nuimatod has coasod 
to have much intoiost, from the very fact of having done its work 
80 offoctnally. Tho object of Positivo criticism is not controvorsiu). 
It aims simply at pnLLing tho great question of lunnan life in a 
cloai'or light. It lionrs cluaoly on what Positivism leaches to l>o Iho 
groat oml of life, namely, tho strugglo to hcconio moro perfect ; 
which im[)lics previous imperfection. Thlri truth is strikingly ap- 
parent when apjAied to tho enso of our own jiaturo, for Iruo moraVity 
ro(]uiro 3 a doo]) and hahilurd coiisoioiisnoss of our natural dofeots. 

I havo now doscrihed tho fundamoutnl condition of 
tho Positivo Synthesis. Bcriviiig its subjoctivo piinci- iiimouiiy uf 
plo from tho ndbetions, it is dopondoiit ultimnloly on ^y^uio'ats wh« 
tho iutoUoct fov its objoctivo basis. This basis connects 
it with tlio Kconomy of tho oxlornnl world, tho domi- oniioJCx*loniai 
nion of whicli Humanity uccopfcs, and at tho aumo tinio ‘’to 

modifies. I havo loft many points uiioxplaiucdj hut 3 ooi«i piiono- 
enough 1 ms boon said for tho pimposo of this work, 
which is only Uio introduction to a larger troatlso. ^\''o now como 
to tho cssontial difiiculty that presented itsolf in tho construction 
of tho Synthesis. That diincuUy was to discover tho tviio 'I’lioory 
of human and social Dovolopmont. Tho flrat dooisivo stop in tliis 
discovory rondora tho conception of Iho Order of Niituro comploto. 
It stands out then as tho ruiulamoiital doclrino of an uuivorsal 
syatom, for wliich tlio wliolo course of modern progroas has boon 
proparing tho way. For LhroQ couturios mon of science havo boon 
nnoonsoiously co-oporaling in tho work. They Imvo loft no gap of 
any iniportiiiico, except in tho region of Moral and Social phono- 


construct tnnt bjiu-ucbis wim-n v 

vio-\v from which every dopavljncnl of knowktlRo can iiu (Muhvacotl. 

In my “ Syalem of Positivo Plilloaoplty ” holh lln‘«n ohj<’o(H wore 
aimed at. I attempted, and in tho opinion nf tho principal Ihinkore 
of our timo successful!)’, to complolo ami nt tlio wuna tiina co•o^ 
dinnto Natural Philoaophy, by oaUibliahiiif? tho Rj-noral law of 
human dcvolopmonl, social ns well as intcllcolmil. 1 ahull not now 
enter into tho discussion of Ihw law, since il« Irnlh ie no longer 
contested, luillor coiwidomtion of it is roaoivc<l for tlio thiwl 
voliimo of my now iroatiso. It lays down, ns is ganorally known, 
that our epccuintioiis ui>on all subjects wlmtHonvoi', pnaa nori’-URnrlly 
through tlireo succossivo slngoa: a Tljoological atagn, in which froo 
play ia given to sponlniicous fictions ndmilling of no proof j the 
Metaphysical stage, ebametowsed by the provalcnco of pt'vaeniliod 
abstraeUoas or outitics; lastly, tho Poaitive alngo, haand upon nu 
exact view of tho real facta of tho case. Tho first, Ihnugh tnirnly 
provisional, is invariably tho i»int from which wo alavt; tho third 
is the only permanent or normal slalo; tho socoml haa but a modi* 
lying or rather a solvoiit iuiluoiicc, which qiinlinca it for rogiihiling 
the t-rnnsition from tho firstslngo to tho third. "Wo begin with ihoo* 
logical Imagination, thcnco wo pass through moitaphywical DiBc.uoRiou, 
and wo end at last with positive Poinonstmtion. 'I'liua by meana of 
this one general law woaro enabled to talco a oomprolioneivc and 
simultaneous view of tl>o past, prosont, and fiiluro of Ilnmnnily. 

In my "System of Positivo Philosophy,” this law of Viliation 
has always been associated wiUi tho law of ClnBSidcaUon, tbo appli- 
cation of which, to Social Dynamics fuvniahes the second olmnent 
requisite for tho tlieoty of dovolopmont. It fixes tho order in which 
our differont coucoptlons pass Uirough each of these phases. That 
order, as is generally known, is dotormined by the (Increasing 
generality, or whnt comos to tho same thing, by the increasing oom- 
plftxity of tho phenomena; tho more complex being nnlurally 
dependent upon those tluit ato more eijupk and loss ftpooiaf. 
Arranging tho sciences according to this mutual relation, wo find 
them grouped naturally in six primary divisions : Mathomatics, 
Astronomy, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, and Sociology. lOaoh 
passes . through the throe pha«« of dovolopmont bokro the 
one sucwoding it. Wittiout continnouB roforonco to this classifi- 
cation the theory of development would bo confused and vague. 


lirsL siglit to iticludo nothing but tho mtollcctunl movoinont. J^iit 
my previous rcinfli’ka will have ahown tliat this is enough to guar* 
nntco its applicability to social progress also ; since social progress 
lias invaviabiy depended on tho growth of our fundamental holiofs 
with regard to tho economy that surrouiuls its. Tho historical p iiiion 
•of iny “Positive Philosophy” has proved an unbroken connection 
between the dovclopinonfc of Activity and that of Spocnlatinu; on 
tlio combined influence of these dopoiula thodovclopmont of Affection, 
The theory thoroL'oro requires no altorntion: what is wanted is merely 
an additional statement explaining tho phaa(» of active, that is to 
say, of political clovolopinont. Unman activity, ns I have long since 
shown, passes successively through tho stage® of Ollbiisivo warfare, 
iPofonsivo warfare, and Industry. Tlio respective connection of 
these states with tho propondoranoo of tlio thooJogical, tho meta- 
physical, or the positive Kpivit leads at onco to a complete oxiilana- 
.tion of history. It reproduces in a eystoniatic form tho only his- 
torical conception Avhich has bccomo adopted by universal consent ; 
the division, namely, of history into Ancient, Mcdiawal, and Modern. 

Thus tlio foundation of Social scionco dcpoiuls simply upon 
cstablifihing tho trutli of this theory of dovoloimicut. Wo do tliis 
by combining tho dynamic law, which is its diatincUvo foatnvo, with 
tlio statical t)rinciplc which romlors it coherent ; wo then complete 
tho theory by oxtoiidiiig it to practical life. All knowledge is now 
brought witiiin the sphoro of Natural Philosophy j and tho pro- 
visional distinction by which, sine© ArisloUo and Plato, it has boon 
' so sharply domaveatod from Moral Philosophy, censes to exist. Tho 
Positive spirit, so long conPined to tho simpler inorganic phonomonn, 
has now passed through its dinicult course of probation. It extends 
to a more important and more iiilricnto class of sjioculntions, and 
disongrtgos them for over from nil Ihoologicnl or inotniihysical 
inlUionce. All our notions of truth are thus rendered homogeneous, 
•and begin nfc onco to oonvorgo towards n central principle. A firm 
objective basis is consequently laid down for tliat comjdeto co- 
ordination of human oxiatoneo towards which all sound Philosophy 
has over tended, but wbicli tho want of adequate materials has 
.hithovLo made impossible. 

It will bo felt, I thiulc, that tho principal diflicnlty 
of the Positive Synthesis was mot by my discovery of 
the laws of development, if wo boar in mind tliat 
wliilo that theory comj)lot08 and co-ordilintos tho objcc- 
■tivo basis of tlio Bystom, it at Iho samo tlmo holds it in 
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tlie intellect is U-o apt to aim in iU priilo at fioinotliing hoyoud its 
proper function, which consists in nnromitting wn-vico of thu Hjjoinl 
synipatliics. It would willingly escape from all control and follow 
its own bent towards specnlntivo digitjssiuns ; a toiulcnoy which is 
at present favoured by Iho undisciplined habits of IhougliL naturally 
duo to tlio first rise of Positivism m ilfl siiccial dcpartincnlw. 'i’ho 
influence of the inotal prindplo is nocussavy to vocull it to ita true 
function; since if its invostignlions woro allowed to ausuiiio an 
absolute ehavacter, and to roeogniao no limit, wo sbrnrld only bo 
repeating in a scionlilic form many of tlio worst icaiilU of tlusolo* 
gical ami motaphysical belief. Tiro XJniverao is to bo studiurl not for 
its own snko, but for Iho sako of ^ran or rathor of llitniaiiity. To 
study it in any other apiril would not only bo immoral, but also 
highly irrational. l*'or, as slalcmonls of pure ohjeolivo truth, our 
scientiflo theories can never bo really salisfacLovy. Xlmy cim only 
satisfy us from tiro subjective point of view; that is, by liniitiug 
themselves to tho treatment of such questions ns Imvo Honin direct 
or indirect inlluenco over human lifo. It is for social fccliug to 
determine llioso limits; outside which our knowlodgu will always 
remain imperfect as well as uacloes, and this oven in tlio case of tho 
simplest phonomona; as astronomy testifies. AVoro tlio inlluoiico 
of social feeling to bo slackened, the Positivo spirit would auon foil 
back to the siibjcoia which wore proforrod during Iho porioil of ita 
infancy; subjects tho most remote from liumiiu iutuioat, iukI Ihovo- 
foro also the easiest. While its probationary period lustod, it was 
natural to investigate all accessible problems without dialinution ; 
and this was often justified by tho logical value of many prubloms 
that, scientifically speaking, wereuaoloss. But now that tho PoHitivo 
method has been sufficiently developed to bo applied oxcluaivuly la 
the purpose for whicli it was intended, there is no use whalovor hi 
prolonging the period of probation by those idle o.Korcises. Jndcud 
tho want of purpose and discipline in our rosoiirohca is mnidly 
assuming a retrograde character. Its tonclonoy is to undo tho cJiiof 
results obtami^ by the spirit of dolaU during the tinio wlmn tlmt 
spiiit was really essential to progress, 

nf wripus diffionlty. Tlio construolion 

d M ^ Positive synthoais imposes two con- 

ditions which scorn at first sight, inoomimliblo. On tho one hand 


natuval tciulciic.y to uiinmiteil cligitssioiis. ilio problom was 
insoliiblo, so long as tlio stiidy of tho imtuml economy did nob 
iiicludo Sociology, ns soon ns llio I’ositivo spirit oxtoiuls to 

tlio troatiuoiib of social (lucstions, theso nt onco lake procodeiico of 
all oUiors, and thus tho mond point of view becomes piuamoimt. 
Objoctivo scieiico, proceeding from without inwards, falls at last 
into natural harmony witli tlio subjectivo or moral principle, tho 
superiority of which it had for so long n timo resisted. As a niero 
8i)ccuIativo question it may bo considorod as proved to tho satisfac- 
tion of ovory true thinker, that tho social point of viow is logically 
and scientifically supremo ovor all others, being tho only i)oiut from 
whioh all our sclontifio coneoptions enn bo rogarJod as n whole. 
Yot its infliiouco can novor bo injurious to tlio jirogrcss of othor 
Positive studios j for tlicso, whothor for tho sake of tlioir method 
or of thoir subject matter, will always continue to ho nocossnry as 
an introduction to tho final soionco. Indeed tho Positive systom 
gives tUo highest sauctiou and.' tho most powerful stimulus to all 
proliminavy sciences, by insisting on Lho rolation which each of them 
boars to tho groat wliolo, Iluimiiiity. 

Thus tlio fuumlatioii of social scienco bears out tlio statoment 
mado at lho Ijoginning of this work, that tho inlollcct wouhl, under 
Positivism, nceopt its proper position of subovdiiiatioii to tho heart. 
Tlio roeognition of this, wliioh is lho subjectivo principle of Posi- 
tivism, ronders tho construction of a coinplolo systom of human lifo 
l)ossiblo. Tho antagonism which, sinco tho close of tho Miildlo 
Ages, has arisou botwocu Kcason and Pooling, was an anomalous 
tliough inovilablo condition. It is now for ever nt an ond ; and 
tho only systom which can ronlly satisfy tho wants of our natiiro, 
individually or collootivoly, is thoi-ofom ready for our accoptmico. 
As long ns tho antagonism existed, it was hopeless to oxpeot that 
Social Sympathy could do imioli to modify llio propondoraiico of 
solMovo in tlio alFairs of life. Jlut tho caso is difieront as soon as 
veasou aud syuqjalUy aro brought into iwsUvo co-o\uiriition. 
SopavaLoly, their inihionco in our iinporfecfc organization is very 
foohlo ; but combined it may oxlond iiulofiiiitely. It will novor, 
iudood, 1)0 able to do away with Lho fact that practical lifo must, 
to a largo oxtont, bo regulated by inlorostoil inotivcH; yot it may 
introduoo a staiulard of niornlity inconceivably liighcr than any 
that has existed in tlio past, before Ihcso two modifying forces could 
bo mado to comblno thoir action upon out slrongor and lower' 
iiisliiicls. 
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awrty, ns it lifts boon iM'fnro, by i(.a lumli'iicy (o urn'lnns 
■digicfisioiia, It will oiuloAVOiir to oxloiul tlio liinil-s nf ifn piovinco ; 
tlioroby escaping from tlio (liftcipliiio iiujinaeil liyNorinl nmtivj'P, ami 
putting olT all nttompU at moml mul social l■('g(‘lu'1'ati^)^ fur a Jinigor 
time Ilian tlio conalruction of lha }iliiloflO}iliic Imais for aclion really 
<lcn\amU. Hove wo slmll find a frosh proof (tf tho impoiUmc.o at 
my theory of dovolopmoiit. Jly llmt discovery tlio inl<‘ller,l.ual 
Bynthosis may bo couBulorcd aa having already vom-Ued Iho point 
from whicli llio synthesis of aflccliunB may bo at (itiro b(‘gim ; and 
oven that of actions, at least in ite Idghcst and moat dilVmnlt part, 
morality properly ao called. 

With the view of tesUicling thocoiwimction of Ihn nb.jecUvn basis 
witliiu rcnaonablolinnla, ihorois tins dialincLioii to bo Imriio in mind. 
In tho Order of Naluro, thoro oro two ckaaoB of laws j ibriso Ibal aro 
simple or Abstiact, Ihoso Umt aro coinpmmd or Cinn’.retn. In iiiy 
work on “Poaitivo ’Philosophy,” l-ho dialincUon baabi'eu Dmrougbly 
catflblishod, and frequent use lias boon nmdo of il, It will lio MuHi- 
eiont hero to point out its origin and tho inotlmd of apjilying it. 

Ikaitivo scioiicQ may deal citbor willi ohjocU tlioniHcdvos ns tboy 
exist, or with tho sopawilo phonuinona that tlio objocta oxliibiU 
Of course wo can only judge of nn object by tho sum of ita plinno- 
but it is open to us oilhor to oxnmino a apocial olaaa of 
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phenomena abatrnobcl from all Uio beings that oxliibit it, or to lako 
some apocial olycct, and oxnmino the wholo coiicroto gi-onp of 
phonomona. In tho latter case wo ahall bo atiidying dlfToront 
aystoma of oxiatencoj in the formov, differont modea of activity. 
As good an example of the distiiioliou as can bo given ia that, 
already mentioned, of Meteorology. Tho facta of wcathor nro 
evidently combinations of astronomical, physical, oUcinical, biologb 
eal, and oven aooial phonomenaj eaeli of tlicso clnaaoR roniiiriiig Us 
own separate theories. Wore these al^lvact laws Bulllciontly well 
known to ua, then tho whole diUlciiHy of tho concroto prolilom 
would bo so to combine thorn, as to deduce tho ovdov in which oaoh 
composite effect would follow. 'Jliis, howovor, is n jirocoss wliioli 
seemato me so .far beyond out foohlo powers ol doduclion, llmt, 
even supposing our knowledge of Ibo abstmet laws porfuib, wo 
sboukl stiU bo obliged to have rccuureo to tbo indnclivo inolhod. 


ccoiiojiiy iiuo us pi imury pticnuninim, tniit is to sny, iiiLo Uioso wliicJi 
ai'O not voiluc.iblo to otkors. Thuso wo mngo in cliisscs, oncli of 
which, noLwiLliHtftiuliiig tlio ooimoction that cxUls boLwocn nl), 
requires n sfipfiviilu iiuluetivo procoss; for tlio oxistonou of laws can- 
not bo lunvdil in any one of lliom by pure cloduclion. It is only 
with lliuao simpler and inoro abstract ralnlions llmt our ayulliasis is 
(livc'ClIy concerned : wlion tlioso aro ostablisliod, they nllbrd a rational 
gvoniulwdrk for tho inoro coniposito and conerelo roscarc.hcs. Tlio 
great complexity of concroto relulions makes it proliablo that wo 
shall uovor bo able to co-ovdinalo thorn \iotfccUy. In that case tho 
synthesis would always romuiii limited to alatract laws, lint ils 
truu olijoct, that of siqijilying an objective basis for tlio great 
synthesis of luimaii lifo, will none tho less bo atlainccl. Ifor tliis 
ground work of abstract knowlodgo would iiitrodnco harmony botwoon 
all our montal coneopLions, and Iheroby .would make it po.ssiblo lo 
syslcinatizoour feelings and actions, which is the object of all sound 
jihilosophy. The ab.-ilruct study of naturo is Ibcroforo all that is 
abfiolululy indisponsalilo for tho establishment of unity in luimun 
life. It serves ns tlio foundnlion of all wise action ; as the 
lildUmiihia pvium, the necessity of whicli in the normal state of 
liumanity was dimly forcseou by Ikcon. When llie abstract laws 
exhibiting tho various modes of activity have heun brouglit syste- 
maLiciilly before us, our practical knowledgo of each special systom 
of oxislonco ceases to bo purely emiiincul, though the greater number 
of concrete laws may still bo unknown. AVo iiiid tlie Ijcnt example 
of tliis truth in tlio most dilHcult and imporlauL subject of all, 
iSociologj'. Knowledge of the princi)mlslati(wl and dynamical laws 
of social exisLeiico is ovulontly suOiciont for the purpose of systo- 
miUiziiig the various napocls of private or public life, and Ihcroby 
of vouderiugourcouditiun far mom perfect. Should tliis knowledge 
be uc(]uiiod, of which thuro is now no doubt, wo uood net rogrot 
being unable Lo give a satisfactory oxplnnnlkm of every state of 
society that wo llnd existing throughout the ivorld in all ages. 
Tho di.'iuiplino of social fooling will cliock any foolish indulgence of 
tho spirit of curiositj', and provont tho undorsiamling from wasting 
its powers in useless speciiliitiona; for fcohlo ns Ihoae iiuwcra are, it 
is from them that lluinniiity durivea her moat cITicient inoana of 
contoiuling against tho defects of tho Kxloriml Order. The discovery 
of tho prinoi|)al concrete laws would no doubt bo attonilod by tho 
moat bonelioial rosulls, moral as well as physical; and this is tho 
Hold ill winch tlio science of the future will reap its riohest harvest.. 
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slioiild never bcconio so pcrfccl ns wo ueHim, ancml rogmiiTalion will 
still bo poBsiblo. 

Kogaulod iimlor Uiia wore Binipln nflpoc.t, oiir wynlom 
of eoiontific kiiowloilfjo iaftlroady ho fur olnliomloii, tlmt ‘ 
nil tlimkcrs wlioso iniluro in HiilliciviUly Kyiii|ui(liei{o 
may pvooocd witlionl delay to Uio inoblcin of moral 
vogcuemtionj a \irobliim which uwial ihc way 

for that of ^tolitienl roorgmiixalion. For wo almll liml tlmt llio 
theory of clovolopmoiit of wliich w'o Imvo licoii H|i('Hl{inf<, wlien 
looked at from unotlior ))ointof view, comhumoH aiul ByHlomatizcfi 
all out abstract concoiHiona of Uio onlor of natiiro. 

Tliis will 1)0 umlotslood by regawUug all lUnuutmonlH of out 
knowlcclgo ns being really com|>onont |)nrtfl of oiio am! tlm Hamo 
soionco; Llio ecionco of Ilnmanity. 'All Dthcr Boimin'H urn liut Uio 
))roludo or the dovolopmont of this, lloforo wo can I'liler upon it 
directly, there are two aubjecte which it is uoceBHftvy to iuvt'aligatu ; 
our external oiroumatancoB, and Iho orgniiizalioii of 'our own ualuro. 
Social life cannot bo understood without first uudorHiaiKling tlio 
modiimi in which it is dovciopod, and llio hoinga wliu manlfcHt it. 
We aball make no progress, ihoroforoi in tbo llnnl Hchmeo until wo 
have sufFiciont abstract knowlodgo of the outer world and of 
individual life to dcfuio tho influoiico of thoao lawn on tlio Bpooial 
Jaws of social phonomona. And this is nocosaary from llio logical 
as well ns from tho scientific point of view. Tlio foidilo faculties 
of our mtelloct requiro to botoftinod for Iho movo diillcult spoon- 
lations by pmetioo in tho oasior. For Iho sanio voasoua, tho fttudy 
of tho inorganic world slionld tnko proooclonco of tho organic. For, 
in the first place, Uio laws of tho inoro univorsnl iiioclo of oxIsLcnco 
have a ■preponderating influcnco over Ihoso of tlio more Biiooial 
modes ; and in tho second place it ie clearly inournbont on na to 
begin the study of tho Positive niotliod with its simplest and most 
'oharaotoristio applications. I need not dwell further upon principles 
80 fully estabhelicd m my former work. 

Social Philosophy, Oiotoforo, ought on ovory ground lo bo 
preceded by Natural Philosophy in tho ordinary Ronea of tho word \ 

If w inorgnnlo and organic nature. It is 

merved for our own oontuiw to tako in tho whole soopo of soionco: 
but thQ-oommeneement ot Ibose preparatory studios dates from tho 


depciulouco of biologicnl cnncUtioiis upon astronomical is very coilaiii. 
! 13 ut fcliGso two scioiioes ilifTvr too much from each oUior and nro two 
infliroctly ooiinocLcd to give ua an adoquato concoptioii of Kalmal 
Pliilosophy as a whole. It would ho pushing the priiicipio of 
condoiiaation too far to rcdiico it to tlicso two terms. Ono connect- 
ing link was supplied hy Iho acienco of Chemistry which aroso in 
the middlo ages. Tlio uatuml succession of Astronotuy, Choinistiy, 
and Jliology loading gradually up to the final soionco, Sociology, 
mado it possible to concoivo moi*o or less imperfectly of an iulcllec- 
tual syiuhosis. Hut Iho inlorposition of Ghoinistry was not ounugli : 
boennso, tbougli its rolntion to Biology was intimalo, it was too 
romoto from Astronomy. Por want of understanding tlio mode in 
which oatvonomical conditions really aficolod ua, the arbitrary and 
cliimorical fancies Of astrology wore employed, tbougli of ooiuso 
quito valuoloss oxcoiit for tliis temporary purpose. In tlio sovon- 
teentU century, howovov, the aeicnco of Physics, specially so called, 
was founded j and a satiafaetory arrangement of scimitific concoj)- 
tions began to bo formed. Physics included a sories of inorganic 
rcacavcUcs, themovogouovalbmnchef w'hich boi-dorod on Astronomy, 
the nioro special on Chomistry. To complete our view of tlio 
pcientific hiorareby wo liave now only to go hack to Hs origin, 
MatUomaticR ; a class of sjMiculaUoixa so simple and ao general, that 
tlioy passed at onco and without olTorb into the Positive stage. 
AVilhout Matliomatica, Astronomy was impossiblo: and Ihoy will 
always continue to bo tko sUirtiug point of PoaLtivo education for 
tlio individual as tlioy liavo beoii lor tlio mco. Bven undor Lho 
moat ahsoluto Iheological inllucnco llioyetimulato the Positive spirit 
to a certain degrees of syslouiatio growth. Prom thorn it oxtonda 
slop by stop to tlio subjects from wliieh nt first it Juul boon most 
rigidly oxcliidcd. 

We 800 from thoso brief romarka that the series of tlm abstract 
eoioncos naturally tinangos itself according lo the docroaso in 
gouoraliLy and lho incrcaso’in complication. Wo boo tlio reason for 
the iutvoduclion of each meiubor of Uio setios, and tho mutual 
connection hotweon tliom. Tho classification is ovidontly lho same 
as that boforo laid down in my theory of dovolopmont. That 
theory thorofovo may ho rogardod, from the atatioal point of view, 
ns furiiisliing a direct basis for tho co-ordlimtion of Abstract concep- 
tions, on which, ns wo liavo noon, lho whole synthesis of human life 
doponds. That co-ordination at onco oatablishoa unity in out 
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tinct from U\o Uvo adjoiumg links j but it ia olo-suly i-i‘]ali!U m lU 
conimoncoinont to tho pTocciling Icvwj hi its coiidu^iou to tlio term 
^vhicli follows. A further proof of Iho homogonoousnoHS imd con- 
tiniiity of Iho system is Uiat tho anno priiiciplo of (:lnfi.siiiculioii, 
when applied inoro elosulyi enables us to arruugo (ho various ihco* 
ries of which each aoioiice “oiisists. il?oi' oxaiiiplo, tlin threa great 
ovdovs of mathematical siwculations, Avilhiautic, (toonioliy, and 
Mcchaihca, follow tho same law of ciftft8i(ieatiou u» Umt by which 
Iho oiilii'o scale is logulalcd. And I have aliown iu uiy “ roaitivo 
PJiilosopliy” tliat tlio same holds good of tho oilier Hcioncea. As a 
wliolo, tlicieforo, tho series is tho most eonciso siniiinary that can 
bo lorined of tlio vast mngo of Abslmct truth ; ami ooiivoracly, nl) 
lalinnol voseuiches of a spcciol kind result iu aomu partial ilnvolop- 
meat of this sovics. Ifach term in it roquircH its own apeciul pro- 
cesses of induction} yet in each wo reason doduotivoly from tlio 
precwUiig terra, a method wlnoli will always ho as nueonaary for 
purposes of instruotlon, as it was originally for Iho purposo of 
discovery. Thus it is Uml all our ollior Bludius arc hut a iiraparalioii 
for the liiml sciouco of Ilmnainty. Jlyit their uiodu of culture 
will always bq influenced, and will gradually ho iinhiuul with tiio 
Uuespi'it of generality, which ie Boc’osely couuvcLud with Bocial 
sympathy. Nor is there any danger of such inllummo beenming 
opjirck'sivo, since the very princijdo of our sysloin is to coinhino ft 
duo incnsuro of independence with pmcUcal convuigiuico. 'I'ho fact 
that uur tlicory of olossiflcation, by the very lorniB of its ccunpnsition, 
subordinates intellcotual to social considorations, itt uiiiinoully 
caloiiliitcd to secure its popular accoplaucc. It bviuga tho whole 
speculative system \urder cviticiam, and at the samo time under 


the pvutcctiojr of the public, which is usually not slow to chuck any 
abuse of those habits of abstraction .which aro nocosfiary to the 
pbilusopher. 


aro nocosfiary to the 


The same theory tlion which explains tho inonlal ovoluLion of 
IlmiianiLy, lays down the Iruo method by which our abslraot 
conceptions should bo classified } thua rocoueiliug the Qouditioua of 
Older and Movement hitherto mote or loss at Vftviauco. Its his- 
torical clearness and its philosophioal force Btronglhon oftoU olhoi, 
for wo cannot understand the connection of our concopliona oxcopi 
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tliia unity will bo duvolopcd ami couBolUlaUnl as ouv knowledge of 
ila Iwsia bccoiiios moi-o satisfuctoi-y. Hut Iho social of 

tlio fiystoiu will linvo fni- luoro influonco on tho itsuIL than any 
ovoi’3tniinc(l attempts at exact aciontilic accurocy. Tlio object of 
our philosophy is to direct tho spiritual rcoi^junizntiou of llio 
civilized world. It is witli a view to this object tlJat all attempts 
nl fresh diecovory or at improved armngomont should bo coiiduoloil. 
Moral and political rofpuromonls will lead us to invoslignlo now 
relations ; but the sonveh shouKl not bo cavriotl fmthor than is 
nucoasary for thenv application. SuHioiout for our purpose, if this 
incipiojifc clasaifientiou of our monlal products bo so far worked out 
that tho syiitlicsts of Aflijction and of Action may he at once 
Httompldil ; tlmt is, that wo may begin at oiico to construct Unit 
Hystcin of morality nndur wJiich the liiiiil regcuomtiou of irumnnity 
will proceed, ’.rhoso who have roail my “Positive Philosophy” 
will, T think, bo convinced that tho liino for this attompt has 
anivod. How urgently it is ncwlcd will npi)onr in every part of 
tho picacnt work. 

I have now desevihed tho gouovul spuatof Positivism, j.^rorofia n 
But there nro two or throe points on which some 
further o.xplanntioii i.s necessary, as they ai-o tho sonreo Maw- 

of misapprehensions too coinniuu and loo serious to bo Hiiiinm, kiktra- 
disregardeil. Uf course [ only coiicorii inysolf with }«!!}.’ aoIoi'Iu! 
such ohjoctioiis as aro nmdo in good faith. afacniiBoi^'X’ 

The fact of oiilire fvoedoni from theological belief hoIhWo " myT- 
boing necessary before the Positive stale can bo 
perfectly ntlniued, has iuducovl Buiwflcial obsotvovs to confound 
I’oaitivism with a aUrte of jiuro ueguliou. Jfow this slate was at 
one time, and that oven ao i-occntly os tho hist contiuy, favourable 
to progress ; hut nt presont in those who uiiforlimatoly still remain 
in it, it is a radical obslacio to nil sound social ami even intolluotual 
organization. J liavo long ago i-opiuliatod all philoflopliical or Iiis- 
toricnl coimocUon between Positivism ami what is called Atlioism. 
But it is desirable to expose tho error somowhat more clearly. 
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sclutions of Thfiological problem?, instead of setting nsido all 
inaccessible researches on the ground of thoir utter inutility. The 
true Positive spirit consists in substituting the study of tho invari- 
able La'vs of i)honoinena for that of their so-callod Causes, 
whether proximate or primary ; in a word, in studying tho How 
instead of the Why. Now this is wholly incompatible with the 
ambitious and visionary attempts of Atheism to explain the forma- 
tion of the Universe, the origin of animal life, etc. The Positivist 
comparing the various phases of human apecuhition, loohs upon 
th(Be scientific chimeras as for loss valuable oven from the intellec- 
tual point of view than the first spontaneous inspirations of 
primeval times. Tho principle of Theology is to explain everything 
by eupcniatural Wills. That principle can never be set aside untU 
we acknowledge the search for Giuses to bo beyond our reach, and 
limit ourselves to the knowledge of Laws. As long as men persist 
in attempting to answer the in^ublo queaUons which occupied the 
attention of the childhood of our race, by far tho more rational plan 
is to do as was done then, that is, simply to give free play to the 
imagination. Tliese spontaneous beliefs have gradually fallen into 
disuse, not becau^ they liave been disproved, but because mankind 
hsa b^me more enlightened as to its wants and tho scope of its 
powers, and has gradually given an entirely ‘now direction, to its 
speculative efforts. If we insist upon penetrating the unattainable 
mystery of the essential Cause that produces phonomcna, tlicre is 
no hj^thesift more satisfactory than that they proceed from Wills 
dwelling in them or outside them j an hypothesis which assinrilates 
them to the effect produced by the d^ircs wluch exist within 
otmelves. Were it not for the pride induced by metaphysical and 
sdentifio studios, it would bo inconceivable that any atlieist, 
modem or ancient, should have believed that his vague hypotheses 
on raob a subject were preferable to this direct mode of explanation. 
Am H was the only mode which really satisfied the reason, until 
ruM b^^n to see the utter inanity and inutility of all search for 
atMiOte truth. The Order of Nature is doubtless very imperfect 
in ©very rwpect j but its production is far more compatible with 
tbeWtheaa of an intelligent WiU than with that of a blind 
mech^iHim Persistent atheists therefore would seem to bo the 



pluaod iimior loiuiioii loviufl, luio a vaguo aiui nusimci juiiu oi 
Aiul iL itt not iiniwsaiUIo that it may lead to the vc\no- 
rluctio)! in oiin fonii or other of every theological plmso, ns soon as 
the cheek wliicli moilorn society still imposes on mcUipliysicnl 
CKlmvagancxv has hcc.omo Houuwhnt wcakeuetl. The adoption of 
siicli Llicorii'H ns n siitisfaclciry aysloin of boHof, ijidicntoe n vory 
oxnggorntod or ratlior falso view of iiitcllcclnnl roqniiuincnla, niid a 
vory insudicient rocngiution of inoml and sooinl wants. It is 
gonornlly crmiu-ctcd willi tho visionary but miscliiovnns tondoncioa 
of ainbilious Ihinkovs to uphold wbnt they call tho ompiro of 
Honsoii. Tn Llio moral splioro it forms a sort of basis for tho 
degrading fallacioa of modoni jnotaphyeiciQnB ns to tho absohito 
prcpondcranco of ecU-intoreat. Politically, its londouoy is to 
unlimited proloiigntion of tho rovolutionnry position : its spirit is 
thnt of blind Imlrcd to tho jwst : and it resists nil atlompls to 
explain it on li’ositivo principles, •with the view of disclosing the 
future. Atheism, tlicreforo, is not likely to lead to Positivism 
oxcopt in thoso who pass thioogh it iirpidly as Iho Inst and most 
fthovl-Uved of metaphysical plmFcs. And the wide diffufliou of the 
KdionUno spirit in llio prcsenl. day niakos this passage so easy (hat 
to arrive at matmily without accomplishing it, is a 8yin])toin of a 
corlain uioutal weakness, which is otlon connected with moral 
inaiin'icioucy, and is vory incomiMitiblo with Positivism. Negation 
offoi-s but a feoblo and precarious Imsis for union : and disholiof in 
MonoiJioism is of itself no hotter proof of ninind fit to grapple with 
tho questions of (.ho day tlmn disboliof in Polythoisin or Potiohiem, 
which no ono would maintain to bo an ndequaio ground for claiming 
intollcotnol aympatliy. [I'ho athoisiio phase indeed was not ronlly 
necessary, oxcopt for tlio rovolutionials of tho Inst century who took 
tho load in tho movomenti towawls radical tcgonoYaliou of society. 
'J'lio necessity has already coasod ; for tho decayed condition of tho 
old sy.stom jualccs tho need of rogonomlioii iMilpnblo to all. Persisi^ 
once in anarchy, and Atheism is tho most chavactovUtic symptom 
of anarchy, is u tempor of mind more unfavourable to the organic 
spirit, which ought by this Umotolmvo eetnblisbod its iulUionoo, 
than sincere adhesion to ilio old forms. This latlor is of course 
obstruotivo: but at loosl it docs not hinder tts from fixing our 
attention upon tho great social problem. Imlood it helps us to do 
so : bocausG it forces tho jiow philosophy to throw nsklo every 
■weapon of attnek ngaiiist tho oldor faith oxcopt its own higher 
-capacity of aalisfying our moral and sooinl wania. But iir tho 
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Atheism rnaintflincd by iimiiy inotnpliyKicifiiiH mid Hcii-iitilic nmn of 
the present day, Positivism, iiislvml uf wluih'B'itim riviilry of ilijs , 
kind, will moot with nothing but liavi'on Anli-tlirologi. 

cal ns such men inny bo, they fool uniiiixml iviiugiimicn for any 
attempts at sooiol regenomlion, Hlthoiigli lluur on'orlH hi llui last; 
century had to some extent pnjpnrc'd llm way for it. h’ltr, then, , 
from counting u^wn their support, PoHilivlslH iiiiisl (‘Xpmtl to ilud 
tliem hostile: although from Ibo iiicohoivnco of llioir iipininns it 
will not bo difftcult to rocluim those of tlimii wIioho einuH iiru not 
essentially duo to pride. 

MftVcriftMam ’ll*® choTRO of hratoiinlism wlticli is (iftou miule * 

^no^ronoUmti't iiiuru jiuporlmicu. It 

of°tho’ loww originates in the course of Roioiililiu study upon which 
donMUu of illo *'^*® Syblein is Imsi’d. in miHwi-ring Uio 

higher : on cliai^o, I iiccd iiob ctilcr iulu uiiy (lisciUHinii of iinpoiie* 
Poshiviflm'''^' irnblo mysteries. Our llicory of duvcilopniunt will ; 
vcutiiios. oirnblo 118 U) see dislinctly llio mil ground uf the 

confusion that exists upon llio subject. 

Positive science wos for n long time liniiled to Iho Himplest 
subjects: it could not roach the highest except by n nutiiml soriee i 
of intermediate steps. As oneh of tliofto stops is liikeii, tlin sUuleiit | 
is apt to bo influenced loo strongly by the mclImdH mid remilta of ! 
the preceding stage. Ilere, ns it sceiiis to me, lies (Im mil fioiiico 
of that seientifio error which men liavo iiiHliimiivi'ly lilmiied na 
miitmalism. The name is just, because the tendency imliralcd is 
one which degrades the higher subjccU of LliougliL by coiifoiindliig 
thorn with the lower. It was hardly posaililo tliat Umh iiHUVpntioii 
by one science of the domain of nnothor should liivvo heen wliolly 
avoided. Por since the more special plionomcim do rniliy ilepond 
upon tho moro general, it is porfcelly legitiiiniLo for each Hcionco to 
exorcise a certain dcductivo inlhicncn upon that which ftillowa it in 
the scale. By such influence tho special indiiolionn of Ihat Hcioiioo 
wore rendered moro coherent. Tlio result, liowovor, is Limt each of 
tho sciences baa to undergo a Jong struggle agidust the moi iKich* 
monts of the one preceding it; astnigglo which, oven in tho case of 
uio subjects which havo been studied longest, is not yet over. 
Nor can It entirely censo until the controlling iiilliionco of scmml 
philosophy bo Mtablislicd over the wliolo scnlo, intniduciiig jiisLor 
views of the relations of ite several imrls, about wliicli at luosoiit 
there is such irretioiml confusion. Tints it apponra llml MnLoriab 
ism 19 a danger inhoront in tlie iiiodo In whicli lliu sciontilio studios 
necessary as a preparation for Positivism woro pumucil. ICftcli 
science tended to absorb tho one next to it. on tho ground of 






hy of Uioso wlio dcploro it. It passes geneinlly unnoLicocl 
except ill llio higlinsl class ot sulijects. TIicro doubtless are more 
seriously afTucted, inasmuch as they iimloiwo the oneroaching process 
from all tlio real ; but wo fiiwl tlio same thing in dilfcronl degrees, 
in every stop of the sciontific scale. Even the lowest stop, Jlatlic- 
inatics, is no exception, though its position would seem at first sight 
to oxompL it. To a philosophic eye there is Materialism in the com- 
mon tondoncy of mathomaticians at the present day to absorb 
Geometry or Meclianics into the Calculus, ns well as in the more 
evident oncroaclimonts of Mathematics upon Physics, of Physics 
upon Chemistry, of Chomistry, which is nioro froriuent, upon 
Biology, or lastly in the common tendency of the best biologists to 
look upon Sociology as a more corollary of thoir own science, In 
all these cases it is tlie same fundamental on-or : that is, au exagge- 
rated use of deductive icnBoniiig; and in all it is attended with the 
same result ; that the higher atmlios are in constant danger of being 
disorganized by the indiscrimiimto application of the lower. All 
scientific speeialisls at the present time are more or loss materialists, 
according us llio jihonomena studied by them are more or less simple 
and general. Clcnmetricians, Ihorofore, are more liable to the oiTor 
than any others; they all aim consciously or otherwise at a synthesis 
in wliicli the most elementary studies, those of Numhor, Space, and 
j^lotion, are made to regulate all the rest. But the biologists who 
resist this onoroaclnnont most onergelically, are often guilty of the 
same mislako. They not unfrcquontly attempt, for inslanco, to 
explain all sociological facts hy the inllnonco of climate and race, 
whioh are purely secondary j thus showing thoir ignorance of the 
fundamental laws of Sociology, which can only bo discovered by n 
series of diroot inductions from history. 

This philosophical ostimalo of Materialism explains how it is that 
it has been brought as a charge against Positivism, and at Iho same 
time proves Iho deep injustice of Iho charge. Positivism, far from 
countenancing so dangerous an error, is, as wo have soon, tlio only 
philosophy wliioh can completely I’omovoil. The error arises from 
certain tendencies which are in themselves logilimato, but which 
have boon carried too far j and Positivism aatislics tlicso londoncios 
in thoir duo measure, nithorto the evil has remained unchecked, 
except by the thoologico-melaphysical spirit, which, by giving rise 
to what is called Spiritualism, has rondorod a very valuable service. 
But useful as it has boon, it could not aiTost the active growth of 
Materialism, which lias assumed in the eyes of modern thinkers 
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something of a progrosaivo olmmctoi', from having licim so long 
connected ivitli tlio onitso of mHinlancn to ii i-«‘lrogmdn Byslom. 
Notwithstanding nil tlio prolonl^ nf tho RpiiitimliHln, tlm lower 
sciences linvo encroached upon iho liigliorlo an oxlciil tlnilBorimiBly 
impairs their iiulopondeiico awl tlioir vnlno. Hut I’liflilivinm mcota 
tho (linioulty fnr more oltootuaUy. It HutiHiioa imd rcconciloa nil 
that is really tenable in tho rival clniinH of holh ^^utm■illllfJl^ and 
Spititnalisni i and, having done thia, it diacnvdrt tlnuu holh. It 
holds tho one to bo os dnngorons to Order im tlm nllu'r l<i rrogim 
This Ycawlt ia an immwUato conee(\U6Uco of the raluhliHUmenL of tho 
enoyclopaedio acnlo, in whioh each fioiomio ndninH iU own jiropor 
epliQvo of induotion, while deductively it i-mmuim Huiiordiuivto to 
the scicnco whicli prccodoa it. But wlmt really docidcH tint matter 
is the fact that such pammoiml inipoiluncc, hulli Ingicatly and 
Boicntificnlly, is given by Positive PhiloHO|ihy to wiminl (iimstions. 
Por tlioso uro tho questions in which tho inlhmium of MulrrialiBrn 
is most mischievous, awl also in which it is moat wisily iiilroducod. 
A system tlioreforo which gives them tlio jimcudomm over nil other 
questions must hold !Matoi-ialism to ho quito uh ohalnictivo aa 
Spiritualism, sinoo both are alike an oliataolo to the jirogroHH of 
that science for tho sake of which all other sciunccH nre Htudiccl. 
Further advance in tho work of social rogoimration im|)linH tho 
elimination of both of them, because it cminut iiroimud without 
exact knowledge of tho laws of monil ami sociul phuirnmuim. In 
the next olmpter I shall have to apeak of tho miH»hi(jv«)UH (dVocls of 
Materialism upon tho Art or practice of sooial life. I t lends to a 
misconception of the moat fundfimenlal pi-iuKiplo of that Art, 
namely, tho systoinatio separation of spiritual ami tompuml power. 
To maintain tliat separation, to carry out ou a nmvu wvllHfuotory 
basis the admirable attempt iwulo in the Muhllo-Agcs by the 
Catholic Church, is tho most imporlunt of poliiicnl <iiU!«tiQnfl. 
Thus the antagonism of Positivism to Hatorinllam rests upon 
political no less tlmn upon philosophical groumls. 

With the view of curing a dispassionate considorution of this 
subject, and of avoiding all confusion, I have laid no strusH upon 
the charge of immorality that is so often brought against Matoriul- 
ism. ihe reproach, oven wlion mndo sinooioly, is eonstaiiLly 
belied by cxperKmco. Indeed ills inconsistent with all that w'o 
know of human natura Our opinions, whothor right or wrong, 
1-^0 ahsohilo power over our foolinga nml 
conduct winch u commonly attributed to Diom. Materialism has 

ST movomont of omanoi- 

patiOD, and It has therefore ofUm boon found in common wlLli the 


oiTor, jjiirciy iiuoiiucuuni laouga it no, iins lo a cortain oxtont always 
cliGckod Llio froo pliiy of ouv nobloi* instincts, by loiulhig men to 
ignoro or misconceivo moral plionomonn, which wcro left imox- 
Ijlaincd by its tirinlo hypotliosis. Cabnnis gavo a striking oxaniplo 
of lliis iondouey in hia nnforlnnalo attack upon medifoval cbivah-y. 
Cftbunis was a pliilosojilior whoso momi iialui-o was as iniro and 
sympaiiiotic as Ins intellect was olovalod aiul enlarged. Yob tho 
iimleiialism of liis day had ontiroly bliiulcd him to tho honofioial 
vcftuHa of tho attom))t8 mado hy tho most onorgotic of our ancestors 
to institnlo tho lYoralii]) of Woman. 

Wo Uftvo now (ixinuiivcul tlio two pvinciiial charges brought 
against tho Positivo system, and wo liavo found lliat tlioy apply 
incroly to tho unsyatomatio stato in which Positive pviuciploa avo 
first iutrodiicod. Put tlio system is also accused of Fatali.sm and 
of Optimism ; ohaigoa on whioh it will not ho ncccaaary to dwell at 
great loiigth, hocauso, tliough frcquontly inado, tlioy aro not diffioult 
lo rofuto. 

Tlio ohargo of Fatalism has accompniiicd ovory fresh 
oxlonsion of Positivo .scioiico, from its first boginiiings. tiviHinfutiiiHt, 
Nor is this surpri.sing ; for wlimi any sorica of phono- 
mcua passes from the dominion of Wills, whctlior Ortioi- to bo 
modified l)y inolaphysical abstmetions or not, lo tho 
dominion of Laws, tlio rogulnrity of tlio lattov coiitrnsls so strongly 
witli tho instability of tlio former, as to prosont nil nppoarnneo of 
fatality, wbioh notiiing but a voi’y careful oxaniination of tho real 
oharaclor of soioiitific trutli can dissiimlo. j\nd tho orror is tbo 
more likely to occur from tho fact that our first typos of natural 
laws aro dorivod from tho phonoinona of Iho lioavonly bodies. 
TIroso, being wholly hoyoiul our intorforonca, always suggosl. tho 
notion of absoluto nocossity, a notion which it is dilficiiU to 
provoiit from oxtoiuling to moro complex plionomena, iis soon us 
they aro brought within Iho reach of tho Positivo mothod. And it 
is quito triio lliat Positivism liolds tho Onlov of Naluro to ho in its 
primary aspects strictly invariable. Ail variations, whetlmr spon- 
Lauoeus m- arlifioiul, aro only transient and of socuiulary import. 
Tho ooncoption of unUmilod vaiialions would in fuel bo cfiuivnlont 
to tho rojootiou of Law alfcogolbor. But while this accouiils for 
iho fact that ovory now Positivo theory is ncoused of Fatalism, it is 
equally oloar timt blind porsistonco in tho nconsatioii shows n very 
shallow conco\)tion of wlmt Positivism wally is. For, nnohango- 
ablo ns the Order of Nature is in its main asimcts, yot all phono- 


Umt it ombvacoa Social plionomotta, tho repToach, howovov il nmy 
have been once dcaorved, abould bo honnl lonj^or, ainco Uioao 
photiomona, wbicb Nvil! for tho fvtlmo form ila principal fu'lil, mlinit 
of larger raodifiration than any othora, and Uml v.bii'lly by onr own 
intervention. It is obviowa Uion Ibnt Voailivism, far from on* 
conraging indolence, stimnlatca na lo action, ospecially to social 
action, far move onorgetically Ibnn any 'I’bcwlogieal dooivinn. It 
removes all gronndloss sernplea, and provonts na from biiving 
reconrso to chinioras. It cnconTagea onr oltorts ovory wboro, oxcopt 
whore tliey are manifestly naolcaa. 

TUo cJmrffo ^''0 olmigoof Optimisin tbero ia ovon less ground 
api)iicr[o'i^^ Falftliain. Tho lallor was, lo n cortain 

ofogy rftibor oxtcnt, counoctod with tiro liao of tho I’oHitivo B]iirit ; 
uvua^** % optimism ia simply a icsnlb of Tlioology ; and its 

docronsing with Iho growth 
torical actfous of Positivism. Aatronomical laws, it is tnio, auggoBt 
doo“no*t’ jus- potfcction as natnrally ns that of nocosflity. 

riiy tbotn in- On tho other hand, thoir groat simplicity idacca tho 
discrimioateiy. defects of tho Order of Naluro in so clear a light, that 
optiraista would novor have sought thoir nTginuouta in nfilronomy, 
■were it not that tho first oloments of tho aoionco had to bo M'orlcod 
out under the influence of Monotheism, a syslom which involved 
tho hypothesis of absolute wisdom. But by tho theory of dovolop- 
ment on which the Positive aynthoaia is horo made to rceb, Opli* 
nusm is discarded as well as Fatalism, in tho direct proi)Oiiion of 
the intricacy of the phonomona. Ibis in tho moeb intricalo that 
the defects of Nature, as woll as tho power of modifying thoni, 
become most mauifest. With regard, Ihovoforo, to social jiliono- 
mono, the ruost complox of all, both chaigos are utterly inisplncod. 

optmustie tondcncioa that writers on social subjoola may 
display, must he duo to the fact Umt thoir education has not boon 
such as to ^h them tho nature and conditions of tho truo 
sciontific spirit. For want of sound logical training, groat misuse 
has been made m our own timo of a property poouliar to social 
p lenoraena. It is that we find in Uiora a greater amount of spon* 
taneous wisdom than might hnvo boon oxpocted from thoir 
complexity. It would bo a miatako, however, to supposo this 
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alwayft to \io taken vclativoly to Iho flocial ftlato in whicli Uio notion 
lakoa plfico. Tlioroforo nil Instoiicnl inmilions and changes mnefc 
liavo at least some grounds of juatlficntion ; othenviso limy would 
Lo totally inconiprelmnsiblo, Lccauro inconmetont with the nature 
of the agents and of llio nctioriB porfonned by lliein. Now this 
naturally foslcis a dangerous tondoncy lo Oplimiein in all thinkers, 
wlio, whatever their iiowors nmy bo, have not jiassed through any 
strict scientific training, and bnvo consequently novor cast off 
niolaphysicnl and theological modes of thought in tho higher 
subjects, liccnuso every government shows n corlain adaptation to 
tlio civilization of its time, they mako tho loose nsacrlion tlmt tho 
adaptation is perfect j a concojition which is of coui-so ciiinmrical. 
Ihit it is unjust to charge Positivism willi errors wliich are 
evidently coulvavy to its true spirit, and merely due lo iho want of 
logical and scionLifio Irainiiig in thoso who liavo hitliorto engaged 
in tho study of social questions. The ohjcol of Sociology is to 
oxiilain all Insloricnl facts j not lo justify tliom indiscriininatoly, as 
is done by thoso who are unalilo to distinguish the influonco of tho 
agent from that of surronnding circumslaiicos. 

On roviowing this brief skotoli of tlio intollcctiml ^ho word 
charactor of Positivism, it will bo soon tlmt all its /’onfuio con- 
ossontial attributes are suimned up in tlio word 
Posilivo, which I aiiplicd lo the now piiilosopliv at Us 
outset. All tho Inuguagos of vvcslom Aurojm agi'oo in uitiumioiy 
uiKlorstaiidiiig by this word and its derivatives Uio two 
qualities of rcalilii and usofuimss. Oomhining those, 
wo got at oiico an adequate dollnition of llio true philosophic spirit, 
which, after all, is nothing hiit good sonso goncraljzod and put into 
a systomatio form. Tho term also implies in nil Puropoan 
languages, c&icdnly and precision^ qualities hy which the iiitolloct 
of inodorn nations is markedly dislingiiisliod from that of antiquity. 
Again, tlio ordinary acceptation of tho lorm implies a directly 
vrgaim tondoncy. Now the molnpliysicnl spirit is incapahlo of 
organizing j it oan only criticiso. This distiiigiushos it from tho 
Positive spirit, nltliough for a time thoy Imd a common sphoro of 
action, liy speaking of Positivism as organic, wo imply that it has 
asocial purpose; tliat pui])080 being tosuporsodo Theology in tho 
spiritual direction of tho human race. 


abovo tJmt critical position which m«y imvo nuiicrio uikcu up j 
towards tlie past, oxocpt by ropmUaUn^' all aliHolutu piiiiciplos. I 
This last meaning is moro klciib tluiii lliu uthora, but is lually con* I 
tained in Iho terra. It wiU soon Iwcomu gimovivlly iKuojitcd, luul I 
tho word PosiH-CQ will bo undoratood to moan rdiUiua as umoli na It i 
now means (Wjyaiac, precise, certain, useful, ami real, TIiuh llio \ 
highest atti'ibulos of human wisdom have, with oiiu u.Ycvptuiii, boon I 
gradually condonsedinto a singlo oxprotisivu torm. AH ihut is now I 
wanting is that tho word should donulo what at lirat coulil iorm no ! 
part of tho lucauiug, tho union of inotHl with iutulluoluul i\uuUticB. ( 
At prosent, only tholotlor aro included ; but tho coiiiflu of inuilcm | 

P rogress makes it certain that llio concHjilion implied by (lio woixl | 
'ositivo, will ultiinntoly hnvo a inoiu direct rofuioiico to tho heart • 
than to the understanding. For it will aoun bo foil by all llmL llio 1 
toiidonoy of I’oaitivisw, and that by -virtvio ol itw primnry oharao- \ 
toristic, reality, is to iimko ]<'ccling sj’Hlonmtically mipromo over i 
Reason as woll as over Activity. After all, tho ohango coiiHiels- I 
simply in loalising tho full etymological vnliio of tho wonl iViiYo* | 
sophy.* Ror it was impossible to roalizo it imlil moral and monlal 
conditions had lioou toconcilod } and this has bouu now duno by tlio 
foundation of a Positive scionco of socioty. 


PhlIosoi»hy— t!w feta o( wiinlom. 
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'riiK sooiAi, ASPiccr ok i*o.sn’ivi.sM, as shown m its 

C()NNK(M'K)N Wri’II TIIH OKNKUAr. UKVOLUTIONARV MOVl'). 

MliNT OK WKSTHUN KUUOl*K. 

Atj tbo cUioC cUwvivcUviatio of X’ositivo PlnloBOphy ih Uiu ])firftmonnb 
iini)()i t[nieo Umt. in Hivun, and Unit on sptsculiUivo groiimla, to softinl 
ooiiyiilumtioiiH, iU ullicicncy fov tho imi-poaca of ])mctical lifo ia 
involved in tUo very Kiurit of Iho nyaloiw. Whun this ainrit ia 
liglitly niuler.Htoijil, wo liml Umt it lemls at ouco to an olijoct far 
liiglun- than Uuvl of atiLiafying oui- acleiitific ciirioeity ; tlio object, 
namely, of ovgaiiiv.ing humau Ufo. Coiwc\-8oly, Ibis pvncUeivl aapoct 
of L’oHitivo riiiloaopliy oxm-ci^a tlio most enlulnry infliicnco upon 
its apeeuliiiivo olmraclor. .Hy kcopiiig oonsUatly boforo iia tlio 
iioccBbity of eoiieoiitrating all HcionUllo olVorta upon tUo social 
object wliiob constitiitea tliuir valuo, wo Uiko tho Ix^at possiblo moans 
of cbocking tbo tanilunoy iiihei-ojit in all abstiaet imiiuirioB to 
Jogonoralo into iiKi'lesa iligroKHioiiH. lUit Uuh gonoval connoctiou 
botwoon theory ami pnicUco would uot by ilaelf lio snilicient for 
our purpiiHO. It wmild be impcWiblo to finom-o the aeceplanco 
t)f a mental diaoipiino, ho now and ho dilUcuIt, were it not for 
coneidoiationH derived from tlio goiiuval conditioiiH of modern 
Bocioty j oonaulevationa ortleulaU>il Ici iuijiruBH pliilosopbcrs with a 
more ilolinito bojiho of obligation to do llioir nlmoab towards satis- 
fying tlio wants of tlio time, lly LUuh avousing jHiblic sympabliios 
and showing that Ibo huccokr of J'ositivism w n inalAur of porman- 
out and gonoral importaiiee, llio cohoronco of the system ns well ns 
iho olovation of its aims will bo placed beyond dispute. Wo have 
Uitbovlo buou regarding l’oHiUvi«m rk Um ifwuo in which iulcllcct- 
ual (lovolopmoiit necessarily roHiillH. Wo have now to view it from 
tlio social Hido j fur until wo Imvu demo UiIb, it is iiiipossiblo to form 
a trim eoneeptieu of it. 

And to do this, nil that is hero iiccoiwnry is to 
point out tho close relation In which the now ]i1iilo- to iho^i'iuiwu 
sopliy Blaiuls to the whole courso of the h’rmioli Kevo- 
lution. 'lids I'ovohitlou liaa now lioon agitating AV’esturn nations 
for sixty years. It is tho limil Ibhuo of tho vast iransilioii IhroiigU 
which wo hfivo been passing during the llvo previoufl centuries. 

In this groat crisis theru arc naturally two principal phases; of 
which oniy Urn lirst, or nogalivo, phaso has yot boon aceomplisheci. 



44 


A OESERAL VIEW OK I’O.HITtVI.HH. 




In it wc gavo tlio Jnsl blow' to tlio oM nyflloin, Iml witlMHit tirriving 
at any fixed aiwl dialincl pr(»i>iHv(, of Iho Hit' anfinul or 

positive pliaso, wJiicIi is nt lust boginiiiiig, a ImniH fin- tlm now 
Bocinl sUito has to Im constructwl. TIic liint pliiisn Icil ns its 
ultimate I'ccull to Iho fonuntion of a sou ml iiliihisiipliiiail Hyntem; 
and l)y this syatom tlw second plinsci will Im ilii-t'i;i»‘i(. Jt is tliia 
twofold coimoclion wliicli wo nro now to fOiiHiilor. 

Thonogniivo Tlio stroiig rcnclion which wim (ixonriscil upon the 
or dMiuwuvo intoUect by Uio lirst ureal shuck of vovululion was ab* 
Itovoiiitioii&ti- solutoly nocpssary to I'ou.so and Huatain nm- iiioiiUi] 
acMiro^of Pro° ill Ihoscftrcli for a now systmii. Knr tlio groalosk 
feTonii“'‘t!'.o oighlooiilh cniitiii-y had limm hliiidod to 

Bludy <vf 8<w'al tho true clmincUr of Uio now Htute hy thn idr.-U I'om* 
pboiiorouiia. nants of tlio old. Ami tlm shock was i'S|ii’cia]ly no- 
cossary for tho foundation of social sciciico. J'or llui hiiHis of Hint 
scioncG is tho concoi>tion of human I’rugveas, a cuncojiliim which 
notliing but tho liovolution fioiild havo brought forwiinl into siifU. 
ciont promiiioiico. 

Social Ordor was regarded by Iho ancients ns Rlalionriiy ; and its 
theory under this provisional nspoct was admhnhly sketcUed out 
by tho groat Aristotle, In tiusrospuct tho case nf iSnciuhigy rcHoin. 
bios that of Bioli^y. Jn Biology statical conceptions were attainocl 
without tho l^st knowledge of dynamical hisvs. Similarly, tho 
social spoculnttons of nnli(|inty nro ontiroly devoid of thu ooucnptioii 
of Progress. Tboir liistoricnl field was too narrow hi imlicato any 
continuous movemoniof Humanity. It was not till tho Midcllo 
Ages that tliis movomont boonmosiiinciontly manifost to inspiro llio 
fooling that woworolomlingtowanla a statoof inoioasml piu h^ction. 
It was thou scon hy all Hint Calholioisni was sipsu-ior to J’oIyLlioism 
and Judaism ; and Ibis was afterwards cnuCinncd by tlm covvespond- 
mg political improvemont produced by the fiuhsLituiion of Idmiliilism 
or Koman govornmoiil. Coiifiisod ns this fii-st fooling of human 
irogross was, itwaa yet very intonao ami very largely diiruacd: 
though It lost much of its vitality in tho thoologioal and moUpliy- 
eieal discussions of lalor conturios. It is lioro that wo niimt look if 
wo would umleratand that ai-dour in llio ciuiso of Progruas rvliicli is 
° •’[^6 Postern family of nations, and which haa boon 
turcirs T ® ®®pj‘'‘8tical dohiflioiifl, ospociallv in 

bL “oWo aspirations of tho Miildlo Ages havo 
or Detm^ ’‘“Paired by llio metaphysical thoorioa of ProLostantiam 

this nascont fcoling, it was vory 
far from sufTiuont to ostabhsh Um conviction of ProgiL as a fund- 
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tM’oon l’olyUii.‘i«iii ami Calliolioiani wtis iiisliluLctl, provunlcd men 
from c))mx‘ivin'' tlu! laivu ]K)s.sjljjHly of any fnitliur alii^'o. Tlio 
limilR of i)iMft;olion ^vovu snjiposcil lo havo baan rcnclual by Uio 
mmliroviil RysUmi, ami lusyouvl it lluiro was ucvfUing bv\l tho Chris- 
tian Uloj'ia of II (ntuvn life. Tho ilccliuo of medw-val theology 
soon Ret tho inmgiimtimi fvco from owy such ohsUiulca; hut it led at 
Llio saino tiino to u meiiUil vyrtotiejn wliteli for a long tiuio wna uu- 
fiu'oui'ulilo lo llio (loveluimK'Ut of tluH lirat concoplioii nf Viogresi'. 
It brouglit a feeling of Idiml HiiUjKitliy to tlio JUddlo Ages. 
AlmofjtdII thinkera in tlioir dialilco of llio Catlinlic tlogmas wero 
fioizcal with nueli irniLioJinl ndinimlion f<»i' Aiilitiuity ns entirely lu 
igiioi'o iliu social aiipniioiity of tho ineilimviil system ; nnd it wnp 
only niiiong llio indnuglit masses, especially in tliu cmnilrics pro* 
served fi-oni I'rolestiintiHin, that any wnl fooling of tin’s 8ui)crioiity 
was rolrtined. It was not till llio inidillo of llio aovcnleoiiLli ceiiLiny 
that modern tliiiikers h(;”nn lo dwell on tho conceplum of I'rogrcss. 

It rc iipiH-urcd llieii iindor a now aspect C<»iiclusiv<» evhhnicu had 
by llmt tiino been fiirniHhed that Hid nioro civilised jj»nlion of onr 
■men hiid lulvnneed in Hinimen and indnstvy, and even, Ihungh not so 
nuipieatiouahly, in Iho Una arts. Ih\t theses asjwtlH were only 
partial : and tluuigh they worn nudonblcdly tho bouvco of the move 
systomatic. views iield hy (lur own century upon the subject, they 
wore md emnigli Lo domonslmto tho fact of a progi-cssion. Ami 
iiulced, from tho social point of view, so far nioro imporlant than 
any oilier, I’rogi'css seemed moro doubtful tlmii it hud buou in tho 
Middle Ages. 

Jliit this condition of oiniiiou was oliniigcd by tho rovoliitioimry 
shock whii'li iiiijiullcd I'liiiict', Uio nonunl cnnlro of Weslorii .Kiiropo, 
to ajiply itself to tho task of social ivgenerallon. A (liiid Leiin of 
compiiriHiin, llmt is lo sny Iho typo on which nioclorn soeiely is being 
inoiildr-d, now presentod ilsolf ; though it lay ns yob in a disUmt and 
obsenro fnltiro. Comiiarcd with Iho incdimval syaUmi it was seen 
lo bo an advnneo as great as Ihub which jnslilSul onr nneeslora of 
chWalnnis linn s in asHerling supcrioiity lo ihoit incdecessovs of 
imliipiily. Unlil Ihu deslniclion of Catholic I’endnlism becamo an 
overt fact, iU eUhlo ronmanU had concealed tho ^Kililkul fatuvo, and 
Iho fact of continwonB in Bocioly had always i-omained un- 

ccvluiu. .Social phonomeiia havo this peculiarity, that llio objoot 
observed uudergaes u imicoss of dovolopinonb as well as oiul simul- 
taneously with llio obseivor. Now up lo tho time of tho Rovolution, 
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political clcvolopmont, on wliicli the principal niRiiniont for tlio 
thftory of Progress nnistalwaya l>o Iwacd, corrospoiulcd in its imper- 
fection to tho bicapaoity of Iho scientinc apirifc to frame tho theory 
of it. A coiilmy ago, thinkers of tho groatest cminouco wero 
amablo to conceive n{ a mlly continwoua progression ; anil Unman- 
ity, as they thouglit, wftsf destined to wove in ciiclos or iu 
oscillations. But under tho iiifluonco of the PovohiLion a real 
seuso of human development has orison sponluiieonsly and witli 
more or leas result, in minds of tho most ordiimry east; first iu 
Prance, and subsequently throughout tlio whole of 'Wostorn ICiiropo. 
In this respect tho crisis has been most salutary ; it has given us 
j that mental courage as well as force without whicli iho concoiilioii 
t could never have arisen. It is Uio hnsis of social soionco and thoro- 
'foroufall Tositivo Philosophy; since it is only from the Bocial 
aspect tlmt Positive Philosophy admits of boing viewed ixs a con- 
nected whole. Without tlio theory of Pitigross, tho llioovy of 
Order, oven supposing that it could bo formwl, would bo iiiadoqnato 
as a basis for Sociology. It is osscnlinl that tlio two slinuld bo 
combined. The very fact that Progress, however viewed, is 
nothing but the (Icvolopment of Oidor, shows Hint Order cannot bo 
fully manifested without Progress. Tbo deiKindonco of Positivieni 
upon tho Pronch KuvoluUon may now bo understood moro clearly. 
Not was it by a merely fortuitous coincidence that by Uiia tiino 
tho introductory course of scientific knowledge by which the mind 
is prepared for Positivism slioulcl have been suflloiontly comploted. 

But wo must here observo that, honoficial as tho inlollcoUial 
■Teaction of this great crisis imdoubtodly was, its ofTocts could not 
bo realised until tho ardour of the revolutionary spirit liad boon to 
some oxlont weakened. Tho dazzling light thrown ujion tho 
Puturo for somo time obscured our vision of Iho Past. It disclosed, 
though obscurely, the third term of Ibe social progression ; bub it 
prevented us from fairly apptcotaiing tlio second term. It 
'encouraged that blind aversion to tho Middle Ages, which had 
keen inspiiod by the omaucipating process of inodoru linios ; a 
feoliog 'whioli had onco boon necessary to induce us to abandon 
tbo old system. The siippresaion of this intoniiodialo step xvould 
be as fatal to the conception of Progress as the absonco of tho last ; 
b^use tlus last differs loo widely from tho first to admit of any 
•direct compavvflon with it, Riglit views upon tho subjoct worn 
impoMiblo therefore until fuU justice had been roudored to tho 
Middle ^ea, which form at once tho point of union and of sopara* 
tion between ancient aud modom history. Now it was quite 
ampossible to do this as long os tho excitoraont of tho first years of 
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llio rcvolulion Innlotl In this roftj>col tlio pliilosojiliicnl rcnclion, 
or^nniscil at Uio Lcj.jiniiinj' of onr coiilury by tl»o great Do Maielro, 
was of inalevinl assiaUnco in ^nvivaring llio tnio Uicoiy of Ib-ogrcas. 
IIIr Rt'.Uool wflH nf Inii'f tluvalion, and it was no dowbt aniwalod by 
ft volvogmdo Hpirit ; Imt it will nlwaya Iw vankod among tUo no- 
cosHury niUcoodt'iit.s ttf tho J’tmitivti fiyslom ; oltliough its works 
ftio now onliicly Hii|iorso{lcil by tho riso of tho now pliilosopliy, 
wliicli in a ninro pmfoct ftirm 1ms oinbodiwl all Uioii* cliiof 

romilK 

What wfts mjinrod Ibondoro for tho discovery of Sociological 
laws, ami for Ibo osLiiblishmonL upon thcso laws of a sound 
philosoplnaal Hyntam, was an intollrct in tho vigonr of youth, 
imbnod witl\ all tlu' ardour of the rovolntionary Hpivit, and yet 
RpouUmuousIy as-similaling all that woh valuahlo in the alLompts of 
tho rtdi'ogrado soliool to iipprecintc the lilatoricol iuiportanco of tho 
jiliddlo Ages, In lliis way tiud in no other could tho truo spirit 
of liistory ari.so. I’ni- that Rjiirit consislfl in tho sonso of luiman 
contimiily, rrliicli Jiad liiLlioiLo been folt by no one, not ovon by 
my illiislriiiim ami mifnrtinmlo jn-cdocosaor Condorcot, liloantinio 
tho goiiiufl of (Sail wiiR comploting tliorocont nltoiuplB to syslomiilizo 
biology, by aomnumcing tho aludy of tho inlornnl fnnetions of Iho 
brain ; as fav at Iraal as thow could bo uuvloralood from tho 
\jUonoinuua of individual ua distinct from aooiid dovolopmont. 
Ami now I have explained tlio series of social and intellectual con- 
ditions by wliii'.h till! discovory of sociological laws, and consoquontJy 
Die foumlaliuii of roaitivism, wtvs fixed for tho preoiso dato at 
which T bogan my jiliiloaniihioal enroer; Diat is to say, one 
gonoralion after Ibo juogiossivo diclnlorship of the Convention, 
and almost iinim'dialuly after tliu fall of tho rolrogmdo tyranny of 
Bonn))avlo. 

Tima it appofti‘8 that tho rovolvitionM*y inovoiuorri, nud tho long 
povlod of vo.iu'.tiou which siicczmdod it, wore alilco iiccossary, bofoio 
tho now gonovnl dootrino could bo distinoDy conceived of as a whole. 
And if this proparatinu was nccdod for tho cslftblialnnent of 
Posilivism as a pliiIoH()|)liicaI syatoin, far inoio needful was it for 
tho I'ccognition of its social value, l^or it guamnloocl free oxjiosi- 
tion and discussion of ojiinion : and it led tho public to look lo 
Poailivisni ns Ibo ayalani wbieb contained in gorin tho ultinmlo 
solution of social problems. This is a point so obvious that wo 
nood not dwell uiion it fuvUuw. 

Having satisdorl ouvaclvua of the dft|»ondonce of rositivism upon 
tho Qret plmso of tho llovoUition, wo have now to consider it as 
the future guide of tho second phase. 
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uvo°°b**9 "*ot «uj)iJ08wl lliak tho (.IcHli’iicLion of tho old 

tbo ' iluvoui- rogimo Avoa brought tiljuut by Llio UovoluUoii. but I 
history when carofully oxiimiiiucl i)uiiiU to n very | 
coiistmct fnii- {Hfrorenb concliiaioii. It sliowa Ihiit tho liuvohuion | 
ondMUi'ciwo ^vtt^ not Uw> eauso but tUo (KuiBtuiuouoo oC tho utUt \ 
princijiiua. ctocomposiUoii of Iho incilifuviil Hyatom ; ii procoas t 
which lincl boon going on for livo oonturioa tiirmigluiut Wcatorn I 
Europe, and capocially in If'miico; 8])ontnnooii«ly at llmt, and l_ 
aftenvnrcla ill a more syatomntic way. Tho Kovnlntinn, far from | 
protracting tho nogntivo movomout of proviouH coiitmien, wua n bnt | 
to its further extoiisioii. It wos a final outbruulc in wliioh inoii | 
showod thoie irrovocablo purposo of abundniuug tho oUl eyatoin | 
altogotlior, and of proceeding at onco to tlio laalc uf cntlra rocon* | 
striiction. Tho moat conoluaivo proof of thia inUmlion waa glvon I 
by tho abolition of royalty; which had boon tho rallying [loiiit of 
all tlio decaying romnonls of Ibo old Ihoiicb cnnHlilulion. Hub t 
with lliis oxception, which only occupied tho Convoiitinn during i' 
its first sitting, tho conatructivo tciulonoica of tho movoiiiont wore t 
apparent from itsoutaotj and they eliowod tliomsclvi^a atill more | 
clearly as soon as tho republican spirit liad bcoomu iiruihimiiiant. | 
It is obvious, however, that strong as these tomluiioioH may have I 
boon, tho first period of tlio Rovolutiou pruiluced lusulls of nn I 
oxtroraoly nogaUvo and dosVrucUve kind. In fact tho movomout I 
waa in this ros^t a failure. This is partly to bo atliilnitod to the 
pressing necessities of tho hard struggle for natioiml imlopondonco 
which Franco moiiitainod so gloriously ngainal tho coiiiliinod attaolca 
of tho rotrogrado nations of Jiui-opo. Jiut it is far imiru largely f; 
owing to iho purely critical character of tho motaphyaloal doctrines • 
by which tho- rovohilionary spirit wna at that time dlrootocl. I 

TJio negative and the positive inovemonts which havo boon 
going on in Western Eurojw since tho closo of tho ^fiddle Ages, i; 
have boon of course connected with each oLlior. Ihit tho former | 
has necessarily advanced with greater rapidity tlian tlio latter. I' 
Iho old system had so onlaroly dooliiiod, that a deairo fur aooiul ii 
regeneration had become general, before the groundwork of the I 
now system Iiad boon sufllclontly complotocl for its Lruo oliaraelor 1 ; 
to bo understood. As wo have just ficon, tho doctriuo by whioh | 
social rogouoration is now to bo directed, could not have urlson I 
previously to tho Rovolution. Tlio Impulso wliieh the Uovolution fe 
gave to thought was indisponsablo to its formation. Iforo tlion I. 
was an lusurmountoWe fatality by whioh men wore forcod to malco fc 
U80 of tho critical pruioiplos which liad boon found aorvioeablo in I 
former struggles, as tho only availablo iustrumonts of oonstruotiou. I 
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As Boon fts tUo old oiclov hud ouco boon faivly fthuudowod, Ihcvo 
wnfl of coiu-Ho no utility wlmtovor in tho negntivo pliilosoijliy, 
But itH dotili'iuii.s lind bccoino (nmilinr to nioti’a minds, ami its 
motto of “ l.iborty Hiul liqunlity,” was nt tluil lima Iho oiio most 
com]n\li\)lo with siwial in-omtsss. Thvjs tho fn-st alago of tho 
rovoluti'iuary muvoiiumt was uccomplislmcl uiidoi- tho iuiluouco of 
pniiui|)l'‘8 tliiit had Itucomo obsoloto, and llmtworo quito iiiadoquato 
to tlio now tush roiiuiiod of lliem. 

l'’or cojiHtmclivu pui'itosos Iho rovolutionni'y philosophy was 
Yulvu;U‘.rtb j oxci’pt eo fav m it put focwaixl a vagwo pvoHvi\mu\o 
of tho puliticid futuio, foimdod oji sontimont ralhoi- timn con- 
viction, and unnccoiiipuniod by any oxplnimtion of tiio rigid mode 
of rciilizing it. In ilofaiilt of organic principlos tlio doctiliips 
of Iho critical fichool wovo mnploycil; mu\ tho result Bpeodily 
fihowi'd tliuir iuluiivut tciidinmy U) uimrchy ; a tondciicy os poiiloua 
to till) guriiiH of tho now ordor na lo tho mine of tho old. Tlio 
oxporimDJit wnn Iriod onco for till, and it loft aucli incOhcoablo 
iiiuiuoi'ioH llmt it is not probuhlo Lhnl any serious atloiupt will 
hu niudo to ropuat it. 'ri\c incapacity for conatructiou inheront in 
tho dmitiinp in which tho rovolutioiinry spirit Imd oinbodiod itself 
was jilncod boyoml tho ivach of duubt. 'Tho roault was to 
impi'OHS ovory uuo with Iho urgont nccossity for social ronovation; 
but tlio principles of LhuL ronovation woro still loft undotor- 
niinod. 

In this condition of pbtlusophical and political Counior-ro- 
opinion, tlio nucesHity of Ordor was Xolt to bo jiam- 
iiKinnl, and a long period of ronclion onsued. Dating 
fi'iiiii Ihu ulhciul Doiam inlrndncud by ItobcBpiono, it roacbod its 
height uudor tho aggroHsivo systom of Jionnparto, nud it was foobly 
protracted, in spiLo of tho peace of 1816, by^ his insignificant 
HUCcoHrtors, ’ '.riio only poinmutmt i-oaiilt of this period was tho 
hisLurical and doulriiial ovidonco brought forward by Do Maietro 
mill his school, of tho social iuutUily of modern mctft\)hysic8, 
wlulo at tlio sumo timu thoir intolloctual weuUnosa was being 
proved by tho succosHful attoinptBuf Cabanis, and still innro of 
(hill, to oxlund lliu Bositivo nmlhod lo tho highest Inological 
questions, lii all other roajmols this olnboralo attcmi)t to provont 
the ilurtl {‘.mancipation of lUuuaul(.y pcovod a coiuploto failuvoj 
in fact, it Icil to a revival of tiio iiistiuot of Progim Strong 
antipathies wore roiisod ovorywhoro by those fruitloss ofiforts at 
ruoouatructing u eystuiu which had bocomo bo onlivcly obaololo, 
tlial oven tiioso who ^YOYO Inljouring to i-obnUd it no longer 
uudcrslood its cliamoter or tho conditioiia of its oxisLonco. 

4 


60 


A OENEHAL VIEW OK POSITIVISM. 


{citAr. II. 


1 

5 


A ro-fiwnkoniiig of llio rovohiUoimry epivifcwaa llniR inoviUiblo; | 

and it took place as floon ns pcnco wfi8 oslablislicd, ami iho chief | 

upholder of the retrograde system had boon vomoved. Tho | 

doctrines of negation were cnlled back to life; but very little | 

illusion now romnined as to tlioiv capacity for organizing. In wnnt f 

of something better, men accepted them ns a means of resisting 
retrograde principles, just as tlicso last bad owed their apparent n 

success to the necessity of checking tlio londoncy to nimrcby. | 

Amidst these fresh dcliatcs on worn-out «ubjo6lP, the public soon I 

became aware that n final Bohition of tlio quoation had nob yet | 

arisen oven in germ. It thoieforo concerned itsolf for little i 

except tho inninlonnnco of Order and Liberty; comlitionH as | 

indispensable for tho free action of philosopliy ns for material 
prosperity. Tho whole position was most fuvournbln for tho 
construction of a definite solution; and it was, in fact, during 
tho last phase of the retrograde movement llint tho olomoiitnvy 
principle of a solution was furnished, by my discovery, in 1822, 
of tho two-fold law of intellectual dovclopmont. 

roiiucni Tho apparent indifferonco of tho public, to whom all 
twSnissoniui tlio oxisliiig jiartics seemed equally devoid of insight 
ms. into the political future, was at last mistaken by 

a blind govcrnmont for tacit consent to its uinviso scboincs. Tlio 
cause of Progress was in <langcr. Tlion camo tlio inomornblo crisis 
of 1830, by which tho system -of ronction, introduced thirty-six 
years previously, was brought to an end. Tho conviolions wliich 
that system inspired were indeed so suporfioial, that its. Hupportors 
came of their own accord to disavow them, and to ujdiolcl in llioir 
own fashion tho chief revolutionary docLriuos. Those again wore 
abandoned by their previous supporters on thoir accession to power. 
When tho history of these times is written, nothing will give 
a clearer view of tho revulsion of fooling on both sides, than the | 
debates which took place on Liberty of Education. Within a I 
period of twenty years, it was altcrnatoly domandod and rofusod I 
by both ; and this in behalf of tho same priuciploa, as they wove 1 
cnlled, thpugh it was in reality a question of intorost rather than 
principle on either sida 

All previous convictions being thus thoroughly iipsot, moro room 
was left for the instinctive feeling of tho public ; and tlio question 
of reconciling tho spirit of Order with that of Progress now came 
into prominence. It was tho most important of all problems, and ^ 

it was now placedin itetnielight. But this only made thoabsonoo j 

of a solution moro manifest; and tlio principle of the solution I 
existed nowhere but in Positivism, wliich ns yob was immature. j 



nionL to ftimrciiy ana to i^’ncuoii, eo as lo bo ablo always to 
noulmlizo tlin ono by tbo othor. Tbo establislnnent of Constitu- 
tional i\roiinrcliy was now put forwaitl os tho iiltimnto lasiio of 
tho {^reat Ibwolution. Eut no ono could scrionsly place any 
real conrnlonco in a sysloin so ftliou to tho whole cliamctor of 
I’lcncU bistovy, ofTcviny t\a it did uollung but a aupevficial and 
unwise imitation of a political anomaly essentially peculiar to 
Knglaml. 

Tiio poi'iod then between 1830 and 1848 may bo regarded 
ns n nntmnl pause in the political inovoincnt. The i-enction which 
euccccdcil tho original crisis Imd oxluiustcd itself; but tho final 
or organic phase of the Rovolutiou was still •delayed for want 
of definite ])rinci])les to guide it I?o conception had been formed 
of it, except by a small munber of philosophio minds who had 
taken iboir slnnd upon Uio rocouily established laws of social 
science, and Imd foimd thomsolvos ablo, without rccoursn to 
any chimevical vio,\vs, to gain some general insight i^^to tho 
political future, of which Condorcot, my pvinciiwl jiredccossor, 
know so little. lUit it was impossible for the regenerating 
doctrine to spread more widely and to bo accepted ns tho peaceful 
solution of sueiitl problems, until a distinct refutation Iiad boon 
given of tho false assertion so iiuthoritntivoly made that the pnr- 
linmcnlnry system was tho ultimate issue of the Kovolution. This 
notion once destroyed, tho work of spiritual reorganii'ation should 
bo loft entirely to tlio free ofibrls of indopendent thinkers. In 
those i o«iiccls unr last political chango (1848) ^Yill have accomplished 
all that is required. 

Thanks to the insUnetis'o sense and vigour of present 
our working classes, tlio reactionist leanings of tho jwaition, i8<?' 
Orloanisb govornniont, which had become liostilo to tho 
purpose for which it was originally instituted, have at voivos t'*® 
Inst brouglit about tho final abolition of monarchy in ^'^enbo^rda.ftu 
Franco. Tlio i)re8tigo of monarchy had long boon lost, 
and it now only impeded Progress, without being of 
any real benefit to Order. Py its fictitious supremacy it directly 
liindorcd the work of spiritual reformation, whilst tho moasuro of 
real power which it possessed was insufficient to control tho 
wrotclicd political ogitatiou maintained by animosities of a purely 
povsonol character. 
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respect. J'.voii the socml instinct is a force on the political value 
of which wo cannot always roly: for when not based on sonio 
definite i^rinciplo, it not unfrcqucntly becomes a source of dis- 
turbance. Hcuco we are diivou back to tho continuanco of a 
material systoin of govornmont, although its inadequacy is acknow- 
ledged by all. In a ropublic, howovoi*, such a government cannot 
employ its most officiont instrument, corruption. It has to resort 
instead to repressive measures of- a more or less transitory kindj 
every time that tho danger of anarchy becomca too threatening. 
Ihoso occasional measures, howovop, naturally proportion Ihomsolvo^ 
to tho necessities of tho case. Thus, though Order is exposed 
to grentor perils tlian Progress, it can count on more powerful 
resources for its dofonco. Shortly after the publication of the 
first edition of Uiis work, the extraordinary outbreak of Juno, 
1848, proved that tho ropuhlic could call into play, and, indeed, 
could push to oxcoss, in tho cause of public Order, forces for 
greater than those of tho monarchy. Thus royalty no longer 
possesses that monopoly of preserving Owlcr, which lias hitherto 
induced a few aiucovo and thinking mon to continue to support it ; 
and honcofoi'th the solo political charactonstic which it retains is 
that of obstmoting Progress. And yot by another reaction of this 
contnidiotory position of afTairs, tho mouarchical party seems at 
present to have bocomo tho organ of resistance in behalf of material 
Order. Hotrogrado as its doctrines are, yot from their still retaining 
a certain organic tendency, the consorvativo instincts rally round 
thorn. To tins tho progrossivo instincts offer no serious obstacle, 
thoiv insufiicicnoy for the present needs being more or loss di.stinotly 
recognized. It is not to tho monarchical party, however, that wo 
roust look for conservative principles; for in this quarter they are 
wholly abandoned, and unhesitating adoption of every revolutionary 
principle is resorted to as a means of retaining power; so that tho 
doctrines of tho RovoUition would soom. fated to oloso their oxistedoo 
in tho retrograde camp. So urgent is tho need of Order that wo 
.are driven to accept for tho moment a party which has lost all its 
old convictions, and which had apparently hocomo extinot before 
the Kopublio began. Positivism artd Positivism alone can dis- 
entangle and terminate this anomalous position. The principle 
upon which it depends is manifestly this : As long os Progress tends 
•towards anarchy, so long will Order continue to ho rotrogradK 
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But tho rotvogiftdG inovon\c«t ncvor really atlalua iU object : indeed 
its pi'iuciplcs ui'o aUvftyB iwwtmli'/ed by iuetinslHleul eoiU'eRbious, 
Judged by tbo boastful languogo of its Iciuleva, wo migUl iuiagiuc 
that it was destroying ropuldicauianr ; whchuia Ui<i movement would 
not exist at all, but for Iho \wiculiat ciremusUmecH iiv wliieli wo m 
placed ; civcumatauccs wbich ato forced into giealui' lu'omiiumco by 
tbo fooUsb op^wsitiou of moat of iKo autUoritieH, An aoou ua lUo 
instinct of i>oHtical impvovcmout Ima pUicod ilwU uiulei ayKlomnlio 
guidance, its gvowUv will bear down oU vosialuuco ; mid tliuu the 
reason of its present atagtralion will bo \Hilout to ull. 

It b. ii.ga tbo Tlicoli^isiu is, uuawm-CH, \u'o\mi-iug the 

ttoupiy^iicii ^Yny. Its opiwtonl piuiumdonmco \ilaee« I’u.Hitiviain 
Boboois "inlo in prcciBoly that \)OBitiou which 1 wiahed for tou yciinj 
diacrodit, ^gQ_ ^wo oi-gBuic priiiciploR C(ui uuw bo bvougUt 
side by side, and their r-olativo atrciigth tesLed, without tbo compUca- 
tiou of any metaphysical coueidocalioua. b’or tlm iucoluivouco of 
metaphysical systems is now locoguizod, and they lUO dually 
decaying under Uio very political syatom which Hcomed at one 
time likely to promote their accoptmu'c. CoustvucLiou is scon 
by all to be tUo tliiug w'ftuletl: and men uvo rapidly hocouiiug 
awaro of the uUov hollowness of all scUuola which coulliui thmuHolvoa 
to protests against the inslUulions of iheologlsm, while admitting its 
essential piinciplos. So doCuncl, indeed, havo Un^su schools 
bocoruo, that they can no longor fulfil oven lluiir old udicu of 
destruction. This has fallen now ns an acccHSory laalc upon 
Positivism, which oflbra tho only syatomatic guurautoo against 
retrogression as well os t^inst onaveUy. Psychologists, etrictly so 
called, havo already for llio most part d{8ap\iciucd with tho fall of 
coiislitutionni monatohy ; so close is tho relation butwcon thcao two 
iinportatioiia from ProlesUintism. It aeomod likely thoroCoio that 
tho Idoologishs, tlioir natural rivals, would regain thoiv indumioo 
with tho people. But ovoii they cannot win back tho conlidonco 
roposed in thoiu during tho groat liovolution, because tho doclrinoa 
iu virtue of which it was thon given nro now ho utterly exploded. 
The most advanced of thoir numbor, nnwortliy Huccesaora of the 
school of Yoltairo oiul Donton, havo aliown thoinaolvoa thoroughly 
incapable either morally or iiUollectually of directing tho aooond 
phase of tho rovolulion, wliioh they nro hardly nblo lo diatinguieli 
from tho first phaao. i'oi'morly I had taken ns thoir typo a man of 
far superior morit, tho noblo Annuiid Carrol, whoso doatli was 
such a grievous loss to tho ropublican cause. ]hit lie was n ooin- 
ploto o.xoeption to tho gonml rule. True ropublican convictions 
were impossible witli inon who liad boon schoolod in parlianionliiry 
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intrigues, and who had diieotod or aided Ihe poiirnacious efforts of 
tlie Froncli press to rclmbilitato the nnmo of Bonnpnifco. Tlioir 
nccossion to power was futile; for they could only maintain 
material order by calling in the rctrogrado party; and they soon 
became inovo auxiliaries of tliis ])arby, disgracefully abjuring all 
their pliilosojdiical convictions. Tliora is one proceeding which, 
though it is but au episode iu the course of evouts, will always 
vomftin as a tost of blio tnio cirnmeter of tliia unnatural alliiiuco. I 
ftlludo to Iho Homan ox])odition of 1849; a doLcstablo and con- 
temptible act, for wliicii just ponnlties will speedily bo imposed on 
all who woio accessory to it; not to spoak of tho dfimnatory vov- 
diot of history. But precisely tho samo liypocrilicol op])ositiou to 
progress has Imon cxlnhited by tlio other class of Deists, tho 
disciples, that is, of Rousseau, who profess to adopt Hobospiorm’s 
policy. Having had no shave in the govenuneni, tUoy Ivave ivot so 
entirely lost tlioir hold U])on tho people; but they mo at tho pre- 
sent liino totally devoid of political cohoronca Tlioir wild anarcliy 
is inconipatiblo with tlio gnnoral tone of feeling maintained by tho 
industrial activity, tho sciontific spirit, and tho esthetic cuUui’b of 
modern lifo. Theso Professors of lire Guillotino, aa they may bo 
called, wivoso superficial sophisms •would reduce exceptional out- 
■breaks of poj)uIar fury into a cold-blooded system, soon found 
thomaolves forced, for tlvo sake of iropnlarity, to aauetiou tho law 
>vhioii very properly abolisliod capital pimislnnoiit for political 
offeiicos. In tlio same way they ara now obliged to disown the 
only real moaning of tho rod flag whicli serves to distinguish thoir 
party, too vaguo as it is for any otlior name. Kqunlly wrong have 
they shown tliomsolvoa in iutorpi-oliiig tho loiulencios of Lbo work- 
ing classes, from being so ontirely Inkon up with questions of 
abstract rights. Tho people Imvo ullowed tlioso rights to bo taken 
from tbom without a strugglo wlionovov tho cause of Order lias 
aeomod to require it; yot they still persist, ineehanicolly, in main- 
taining that it is on questions of tliH sort that tho solution of nil 
onr (UnicuUios do\)nud8, 'linking for tlioir political ideal a short and 
anomalous jioriocl of our Iiistory which is iiovor likoly to recur, they 
arc always attompling to aupjn’oss liberty for the sako of what tlioj' 
call progress. lii a limo of unohangeublo poaco they nro tlio only 
i*Gal eupportors of war. 'Tlioir eoiicoplion of tho orgainV.fttion of 
labour is simply to destroy tho industrial Iriorarcliy of capitalist 
and workman ostablishcd in tlio Middle Agoa; nml, in fact, in 
©very respect tlioso soiihistical anarehiala nro utterly out of keeping 
\vith the contury iu which tlioy Uvo. Thoro aro some, it is true, 
■who still retain a moosnro of iiifluonco with tho working classes, 
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incapable and imworthy tliouRh tli'oy bo of thoir pdslfcion. B(it 
thoif credit 18 rapidly doolmingj and it is not likoly to bocoiue 
dangoroiieatrt time when political ontliuaiasm is no loiigor to be 
L offoclimally produced 

thVSrnS ^7"^®*** “ "3 a bugbear for tlio bonoiit of 

,, Wlio thus obtain oincinl support from tlio 

nnddo class, in a ^vay which is quito contrary to all llio prinoinleh 

j improbablo Hint tliBBo foolish 

ine r leign will be short, and will Soon result in tliolr fliin 
inctmGifv'f^T^^f convilloo tliQ people of tbeir profoiiid. 
iSr L‘ ^ w^noratidh of ICuroim. 'J'ho imsition of 

haJaw7 schools, as they 

lo nil tC™ «)tplmiation of Uiq recent iiositinu of Froridi 

SV^I ,"5T ™» ?»!»!■ yot remoins to lo MoM on. To 
joTOl-i a body Men from the gonorol ooUrao of tlio iiliilosonliidnl, 
wh».?;a“ “iStr™ ]>?*““>. "“voraent, tl.o InS 

JW«., Upfoiw »«™». «nd of nvoidnig of inodoratinB iionnliit 

SSar . >» "■'oH'of ™od* L|lmir 

it ™id be uSyTmiXjo WnTrr ’1""”; 
practical life. Widolv^vopffftnf ni n ,P^‘ilo8ophy to lieiir upon 
are, there is one poiK wh^ww various motaphysical siiote 
is, in repudiairSe L£ spontaneously ngmo ; that 

authority. This has hoan ^ i^oi-woon temporal and sjurituiil 
einee th[ foufte P»ii«iplo over 

Proteatontiem. It oS£f 1 “ , ‘”P™“"y '""'i's H'o I'i™ of 

system. The so-callcrl i^iilnaA^u^ lopugnnnco to the modiioval 
gists or ideologists, ^ave like Sif a I I’ayoliolo- 

aimedat a complete ooncontmtidn S ‘liways 

have even spread thfe Sin 

sciences. At prCseiit tliore of spockl 

Pobitivesystenv, of thatinsHnotivln?^u?“’n'°7'/^°°P^ 

men of the Middle Ag^ to inatitnta all tho groat : 

;a:'/=r s- 
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principlos, and practical life still retaiiiod its niilitai'y character. 
This separation of powers, on which tlxo final organization of society 
•will principally depend, is uudcrelood and valued nowliovc Irut in 
the new scliool of ]>liilosopliy, if wo oxcopt tlio unconscious and 
tacit admiration for it wliich still oxists in Uio comitrics from which 
Protestantism has been excluded. Prom the onteel of tho Revolu- 
tion, tlio prido of tlicorists lias always mado them wisli to become 
socially despotic; a state of tlniige to which they have ever looked 
forward as their iiolilical ideal. Public oi>inion has by this time 
grown far too enlightened to allow any piuctical realization of a 
notion at once so cliimcrical and so rotrogmda Butpiiljlio opinion 
not being ns yet sufiiciontly organized, uirorle in this direction are 
constantly being made. T!vo longlngamong metaphysical voformers 
for practical ns well ns llicorotieal aupromucy is now greater than 
ever; because, from the changed state of affaire, their ambition is 
no longer limited to more adniinifetralive funotioiis. 'I'hoir various 
views diverge so widely, and nil find so little sympathy in the 
public, that Llioro is not much few of their ever being able to check 
free discussion to any serious extent, by giving legal sanction to. 
their own particular doctrine. Rut quite enough has been 
attempted to cojivinco every one how essentially despotic every 
theory of society must bo which opposes this fundamental principle 
•of modern polity, tho pormunont separation of spmUial from 
temporal powov. Tlio disturbances caused by metaphysical ambi- 
tion corroborate, tlioil, tlio view urged so conclusively by tho 
adherents of the now school, that this division of powers is equally 
essential to Order and to Progress. If Positivist tlunkor.g continue 
to withstand all temptations to mix actively in politics, and go on 
quietly with Ihoir own work amidst the unmeaning agitation around 
•them, they will ultimately make tho impartial portion of tho public 
familiar witli this great conception. It will heiicoforth be judged 
irrespectively of tho religious doctrines with which it was originally 
connected. !Mcn will involinilavily contrast it with other systems, 
and will see more and more clearly that Positive principles afford 
the only basis for true freedom as well as for true union. They 
-alone can tolerate full discussion, because they alone rest upon solid. 
■ proof. Motr's practical wisdom, guided by the peculiar naturo of 
our political position, will react strongly upon philosophers, and 
keep them strictly to their sphere of moral and intollootuni ibflu- 
-enee. Tim slightest tendency towards U\o assumption of political 
power will bo chocked, and tho desire for it will bo considered as a 
•certain sign of mental weakness, and indeed of moral deficiency. 
-Now that royalty is abolished, all true thinkers ore secure of perfect 
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freedom of IhoMght, awl ovon of oxpvoaRiou, as long na they abido 
by tho nocessftvy coudiUona of public oului. Uoyalty waa the last 
venmant of tho ayatow of caslca, u'liicli gave the niOMO})oly of 
deciding on social questions to a special family} i(s 

abolition completes tho process of tlioological oinaiioipation. Of 
courso t)io mngistmles of u roimblic may Hho^v dospotio loiiduiicios ; 
but they can novor bocoino very tinngoioiw wlioio i)owor is liold on 
80 brief n tenuro, and whore, ovoJi wlioii coiicontrated iii a single 
person, it onmimlcs from snlVnigo, iucoinpelont as that may bo. It 
is easy for the Positivist to show tlint those funclionavioa Itnow very 
little move than thoiv constiUumVs of tho logical and Hcioirtiilo 
conditions necessary for the syslcuiaUc working out of Juoval and 
social doctrines. Such authorities, though devoid of any Hpiritiiul 
sanction, may, however, comniaiid obodionco in tho nnmu of Ordor. 
But they can never ho really I'CspocLod, nnloss they adhoro 
scrupulously to their temporal functions, wiUiout claiming tlio least 
authority over thought. Even before Llio contml power falls into 
tho liauds of mon really fit to wield it, tho ropuhlican clinvaotor of 
our govonimonb will have forced this conviction npim a nation that 
has now got rid of all political fanaticism, whethor of ii rotrogrado 
or a»\atchicftl kind. And the conviction is tho muyo certain to aviso, 
because practical authorities will Ivecomo move ai\d move absorbed 
in tho mnintonance of material ordor, aucl will llioroforo loftvo tho 
question of spiritual order to tho unroslrictod olTorts of llunlcora. 
It is neither by acoulcnt nor by porsonnl influonco that I Imvo 
myself always ci\joycd so largo a mcasuro of frocdoin in writing, 
and subsoquontly in piiblio locluwjs, and tliia undor govoviimoJiLs 
all of whicli were more or loss oppressive. ICvory true pliilosoplior 
^YiU roccivo the same licence, if, like inysolf, ho oH'ora tho intol- 
lectual and moral guarantees which tho public and tho civil jjowor 
flio fairly entitled to oxjvect from tho aystoumtio organs of 
Humanity. Tho uocesaity of contvoUing lovollovs may load to 
occasional acts of unwise violoueo. But I am couviticod that 
respect will always bo shown to construolivo thinkovs, and that 
they rvill soou bo called in to tho assistanco of public ordor. For 
order will not bo able to exist much longer without tho sanction of 
some rational principle. 

TUenoedofa rosult, tlion, of UiQ important political ohangos 
KSK mcntly tajiou placo is this. Tho aocond 

Uao whole uo- ph®^ of tho Hovolution, wliich luthorlo lias boon 
lo tt few advanced minds, is now ontorod by 
the public, and mon aro rapidly forming iustov views 
ot Its true character. It is becoming rocognizod tliat tho only firiu 
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basis for a rofurin o[ om- iKiliUcnl inaliluliona, is a coniplclo 
roorganiziilion of ojiinion niu) of lifoj nnd Iho wny is ojioii for Lbo 
now n^lij'iiniR cloclrino l-o iliioct. Ibis work. X Imvo Unis explained 
Iho way in wbieb ihu Hothiil niis-shm of l^asilivism connocls iUoU 
with Iho spontanuons nbanyos wliicb nro taking plnco in l'’i'anco, 
tho coiiLro t)f lbo vovoUiiinnary mnvoinmiL lUit it -wonld bo a 
mislnho lo Hnpjmso Ibat Kvanoo will bo lbo only scono of theso 
vcoi'gnnii’.ing I'iVuvU. .Inilging on wnnnl bisioricnl principles, w& 
cannot ilovibt Ibot tbuy will ombvaco lbo whole oxlonl of AVoslorn 
liuropc. 

Unving Uio live cnulnvicH of vovoluUomry Ivansilion which have 
olnjisod sinco tho MUhUo Ages, wo biivo lost sight of iho fact that 
in all fumlaniiMilal uneaUniiH tlmWostovu nations form one political 
syslcnn It waa nmlcr (;iiUtoUc V«\wh\Usn\ that thoy wc.vo first 
united) a uui<m Oiv which tUoiv iucoviioratiou into tho Konmn 
oinpivo had pvojiiin'd Um’Ui, luid which was liimlly orgmiizod by tho 
incoinpavidilc goniun of Uluuhmwgua. In spito of national 
(liirovoiU’.cR, oinliltUa-cd as limy wore aCtorwnitU by theological 
discord, this great Uepublin has in mo«loiTi liuios shown iutclloctual 
and sociid growth both in Llin poniUva nud iwgiiUvu tlivoclion, to 
which othur \iortioiiH of tho luinmii ran>, ov«m in lOnropc, can sliow 
no pavdUol. 'I'lio ruptiiri! of (Inlhollrisiii, iind Iho declino of 
Chivalry, at firat sorioiiMly iinpiiiii‘i| tliis fndiiig of rolation.ship. 
llul it Boon began to allow il«olf again under imw forms. It rests 
now, though tliobiiHi.s is jiuul(a(unlo, upon Urn feoling of ooinmnnity 
ill industrial ilovelopuieiit, in (‘HLlintio ciillmi}, and In scieuti/lo 
discovory. Amidst tliu disoit^anixod hIhIu of polilii-id nilairs, wliioii 
Imvo obviously Ixsin Lending towanlM sonio rmlicnl clmiigo, this 
similnrity in civilization lias produced a growing conviction that 
wo nvQ all participating in one and Iho wuno sooitil niuvomontj a 
movonionL liiniLctI n.s yot to our own family of imlions. 'I’Jio first 
stop in tho great oriKls waa necu^swirily Inkuii by llio I'Vnicli nation, 
bocaiifio it was better prepared Uian any ollior. It was there that 
tho old order of tliiiigH had biH‘ii most thm-oughly uprooted, nml 
that inoal had been <lone in working out Ilio mnto-inls of the now. 
]hit llio strong sympiilliieH wliieh tho nuthrenk of om* rovolutioii 
nvnififid ill every j'urt of Alb'Hterii ICuwijio, ahowod Unit our sislor- 
natioiis wore only granting iis Mio honoumblo p(»t of dmigor in n 
movoiiicmt in wliich all tho noblnr poiiion of llumaiiity was lo 
pa’tioipiUo, And this was tho fnollng pmclnimcd by Lbo great 
I'oimbiioim nsHcmilily in lbo uddst of Ihoiv war of defonco. 'J'bo 
nnlitniy oxtravagnnocs wliieb folloM’cd, and which form tho 
disLiiiguisbiiig foaturo of Lbo counUir-mvolulioii, of coiirso cbcclcod. 
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tlio fooling of union on Iwtli flulcs. But bo douply W(ih it rooted 
in all tliP nntocedents of modorn history tlmt pciieo noon luslorod 
it to life, in spito of Uio pcrtimicious cflcirU of nil particH inltncHtod 
in mnintainiiig ummturnl wjmml-ion Ijotwwni J'Vniieo nnd otlior 
countries. Wlmt greatly fncilUfttes Ihw Inudnucy i» tlu' Ui-eUnn of 
every form of theology, which rouiovcs Urn chief aourco of former 
disagroomont. During Uio lost jilmso of the eoiiiilci-r»)v<ilution, nnd 
still nrore during the long iranso in Iho political movonicnt which 
followed, each mcinbor of llio group oiitmcd upon n Herics of 
rovohitionary efforts woro or loss rcaomhlmg Uioko lhi\ enutval 
nation. And our recent iwlitical clmnges cannot hut atroiigthon 
this tendency; lliough of comiio with untioim Ickh fully piujaivod 
the rosults of tlicso olforts have at present hcmi h-Hs iniiinrtaut than 
in Franco. Jl'cnnwhilo it is ovident that this uiiil'orin conditinn of 
internal agitation gives incrcaaovl accuvity for pcacn, hy which Its 
extension had boon originally facilUaled. Aiul Ihua, iilUioiigh 
there is no organized inlonmtional union an woh Uicj onKe in tho 
Middle Ages, yet tho pacific Imbils nnd iiiUdliKitual culLiiro of 
modern life have already been sufficiouUy dillufind to call out an 
instinet of fraternity atrorrger than any that has ever oxiRtnd Ivnfovo. 
It is strong enough to prevent the subject of noeial rugoneration 
from being over regarded as a merely national <iueBlh)ii. 

And this is tlie point of view wliicli displays tlio jdiaractcr of tho 
second pliasc of the Bevolulion in its truest Hglit. Tlin (imt plmso, 
although in its results advnnlagcovw to the other nations, was 
necessarily conducted as if peculiar to Franco, bocausn Jio other 
country was ripe for the original outbreak. Indeoil .li'ronoli 
nationality was stimulated by the necessity of rcftiating tho ciniiUor- 
rovohitionnry coalition. But the final and coiistruclivo plmso 
which has hogiin now that tho national limits of tho ovisiK havo 
been reached, should always bo icgardod as cojumon to the whole 
of Western Europe. E'or it consist cs.sunliHlly in Hpirituni 
reorganization ; and the nootl of this in ono slmpn or other pressoa 
already with almost equal forco u|>on onoh of tho five imtiona who 
make Up tho great Westom family. Couvovaaly, tlw more 
occidental tho character of tho reforming movoniont, tlic groalor 
will bo tho pvominerreo given to inlollocloal and moral ro^onorivlion 
as compared with moi'e modifications of govoi iimont, in wliioli of 
course there must bo very considerable national dineroncos. Tho 
first social need of Wostorn Eutopo is oommuulty in IjoUoE and in, 
habits of life; and this must bo baaed upon n uniform system of 
education controlled ami applied by a spivilnal power that sliall bo 
accepted by all. This want satisfied, tho reconstruction of govern- 
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Biunls u\ay bo cftrvicd oulinaccovdavico withthoapccialrequuemeBU 
of eacU imtion. Diffcronco i» tliia i-cspect is Icgitimafu: it will 
not affect tlio esHontial unity of tho Positivist Kopublic, wLicb will 
bo bouiul togethov by luovo eoinploto and durablo tics tban the 
Catholic Roj)u1)lic of tho JlitlcUo Ages. 

Not only tliou do wo find from tho whole condition of Westorn 
Eurojit) that Uio niovomont of opinion iranseoiuls in iinporlnnco all 
political agitation ; hut wo find that overytliing points to tho 
necessity of ostahlisJiing n spiritiial power, as tho solo moans of 
directing this freo yet systorantia reform of opinion and of 
life witii tho requisite consisLoncy and largeness of view. Wo now 
SCO that tlio old ro\'oluLiouni-y prejudice of confmmding temporal 
and spiritual power is directly anlagonislio to social regeneration, 
nltliougli it onco aided tho prepumtion for it. In tho first pluco it 
stiinulalos tlio sonso of niitionaHty, which ought to Im suborilinnto 
to larger feoling.s of inlcniationnl fraternity. And at tho sanio 
time, witli the view of satisfying tlio condUions of uniformity which 
aro so obviously required for tlio solution of tho common problem, 
it induces oirorls at lorcibUi iucoriwration of all tho nations into 
one, odbi'ts oa dangorous us they are fruitless, 

My worlc on Positive Philosophy contains a rtctnilwl ncpiib- 
historical explanation of what 1 mean by the expression, lie consiaia of 
WcBtcni Kuvo\w. But the coueoption is one of such sii°m8n!“'Bri'- 
impoilanco in relation to tho questions of our lime, flvd oor- 
that I shall now jnncood to onmnorato and niTnngo m (ions, groiipod 
tlveiv order tho olemouls of wliich this great family of ^iboirStra 
nations consists. 

Sinco the fall of tho Komau onipiro, ond more especially from 
tbo limo of Chftvlomaguo, Franco has always boon tUo centre, 
socially as woll as- googrnphically, of this Westorn region which 
may bo called tho miclous of Ilinuanity. On tho ono great occasion 
of united political action on tho part of Western Furo^w, that is, 
in tho crusades of tho 11th and 12th century, it was uvidoutly 
Franco tliat took tho initiativa It is true that when tho 
decomposition of Catholicism bogan to assume a systematic form, 
tho centre of tho movomunt for two centuries shifted its position. 
It was Gormany that gave bivtli to tho metaphysical luinciples of 
negation. Thoiv Hist political application was in the Dutch and 
English rovolutions, which, incomplete as they wore, owing to 
insudlciont intolloctual propnrntion, yet served tm preludes to tho 
groat rmal.oriais. Theso proUules -wore most imiwrtant, as showing 
tho real aooial tendency of thy critical doctrims. But it was 
reserved for Franco to co-ordinate thesp doctriucs into a consistont 
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system and to propagnlo Ihein Biiccesarully. l‘t‘anr<i tlnai rcmuiiod 
Jior position ns Iho principnl cciilrci in \v 1 ii»-li t)ui grout monil and 
political C(U08tion8 woro l« bo workod out. And thin puHitlon sho 
will in all piobaliility roUiiu, R 8 in fuel it in duly a rocunviicQ to 
the novmid orginiiznlion of lUoWf«lovu Kvjmldic, wliio.li had boon 
ti'inpomrily moiUlicil to mcfttspuciiil cunditinnn. A froali diHjdnoo- 
mont of llio Centro of (bosocinl movenmiil in not to bo oxjieclod, 
unless in a fntum too dUtnnt to ongugn uiir nttoiiliun. It cnii 
indeed only bo tl»o nwilt of witlu <»xtonHi(in <•[ cuir iidvnncod 
'Civili 7 .atiou beyond lyiroponu Umita, aa will bu explained in Uio 
oonolusioH of this work. 

North and south of Uiis nnlurnl cmilve, wo find two pairs ol 
nntiong, botwcon wbiiOi I'ranco will nlwiiyH Inrm lui iiilerincdinlo 
Jink, partly from ber guogmpbicnl ])(;siliun, and idno fiom bee 
Jungungo niid iiinniiors. TIio first inilr is for tlio most |niit Protes- 
tant. It comprises, fust, tUo giviit (Jorinauio Inuly, with the 
nujuoroua nations that may 1)0 rcganlwl as ila oflUhoola ; capeciidly 
nollaiul, wlncb, sinco Iho^lidiUn Ages, Ims hnon in oS'ory rcMpcot 
the most ndvaiicod portion of Quriimny. Staiondly, liieat llrilnin, 
with which may bo claseod t)io ffniled .Staten, luitwitlifllaiiding 
tlioir present atlitndo of rivalry. The Rccoiid pair in I’xelimivoly 
Cutliolic. It corisista of Uio groat lUdiaii naliouality, wliieli iu 
spite of political divisions has always nudnlaiucd ils distinot 
chavactev ; and of tbo i»pulnUon of tho fapuniah I’uninaiila (for 
Portugal, sociologically considored, is not to lio Hopnraled from 
Spain), wbicli Ims solnigely incrensed tho Woatern family hy its 
colonies. To complolo tho conooption of Ibis group of adviuiccd 
lintions, wo must mid two accossory mombeiH, Orcoeo and roUind, 
countries wliicb, though situated iu Kaslcvn JCuvopc, avo eo\umetcd 
with tho "West, tho ono by ancient history, Uio nthftv liy inodurn. 
Besides those, thero are various intonnodialo nalionaUlioa whicli I 
need not now omimerato, connecting or doniarciitiiig tho inoro 
important hranolios of tho family. 

in this vast Ropnblio it is that tho now plilloaophy is to find lU 
sphere of intellectual and moral action. It will ondenvouv so to 
tho iiiitlaUvoof tho central nation, by tho roaoling iiillnonoos 
of tho other four, as to givo iucroracd olilcioncy to tho gonornl 
moYomont. It is a task omincntly calcuhitod to test tlio social 
capnbililieb of Positivism, and for wliich no other flysLcm is 
quaimed Tho metaphysical spirit is ns unfit for it as tho Llioolo* 
niodifflval system is duo to tho docadcuco 
of theology : but the diroct c^noy iw tho nipUiro was tho solvout 
lorco of the metaphysical spirit. Kcilher Iho ono nor tho other 
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tlicii ifl lively Lo vniomliinn olomoiiU Iho 80i>araLioii of which is 
principnDy dtio to llinir own ftimcejilioiis. It is onliroly to tho 
fipontaiicoiifl ar.lioii of tlio I'l^tivo spirit llmt wo owo tlio^o now 
tlioii;,')! inaufilcioiil liiiUa of imifm, wlmtliiw indiistrift!, lutistio, or 
scioiitinc, wliioli, Ill*' chiHo of tlu» iMhIcIIo Atjoa, linvo boon 
JoftiliiiH UH THoro mid iiioin dooidodly to a reconstruction of tho 
WoflUiru alllinn!0. And now ilmt rositivisin 1 ms ossuincd its 
jnntUfcd mid fty..limniLi(' fonn, ils wmipelnnco for llio work is ovon 
jnoro iiiujiK’sliDiiiiblc. U alom* can elifctimlly reinnvo tlio imtionnl 
aiitipntliioa wliifh nlill f-xist. [int it will do this without imjmiving 
tho imlural {jimlitii’H of imy of thnii. Jta object ia by a wiso coni- 
biimti'in of lln’se nimlitioH, to duvelop under n new form tlio fcol- 
iiiK I'f II emnniini ( Jceidmitidily. 

Jly cxtondiiiK tim sueinl. nuiveiiient to its proper 
JimilH, we llnw exhibit on n linger acnin tlio anmo tlio niorlfinvnl 
foatiirca Hint were inttieed when Kninco nloiio was t-hwuwoowo 
boinj^ cniiHideii'd. vMiruiid uv at linme, ovory /'rent nio amt ot. 
social puiblem that iiriN.'s priiveH that the object of (bo ww’^’lrUma 
second invijhilioiiiiry plinw' Is n ivoii'anizatioii t»f priu- ^romtomiiomi 
cipleH uiid of lifo. ily tliia meaim a laidy of public ^ 
opiiiioM will !io formed of aiiftic.leiit form) lo lencl j^railimlly to tho 
growth of now piilitieiil iiinliliilintiH. 'rin'se will ho adapted (o tho 
apccial K'fpiii'miioidH of e.ieli mdinii, under tho geiiernl sinierinton- 
donco of llio Kpiiilnal power, fmni wlmm oiir fundnincntnl 
priiuiiplns will Imvo proceeded. The general apirit of thofio priii- 
ciplea i« (woiiliiilly liiHloiit aJ, wIictc'uh (he tendency of tho negative 
plmao of Llio rovoliitioii m’hh aiiti-IilHloHenl. Without blind hatred 
of tho i>iiHt, men would never Imvu bad aulllcient onoi^y to abandon 
the oKl HyHLem. Hut lioinnforUi llin beat ovideneo of having 
aUaiiied (.oiupielii emaiieiputiori will be Die vi'iidoring full jnstico Lo 
t!i(j paaL iu all its \>huH(‘M. 'I'liis is the most elmmctorlsLio fcatiuo 
of Lliat veluLlvo Hpivil whieb disLinguiabea LMailiviaui. Tho aurost 
sign of ftwpoiiciiily, wliether in perHoiia nr ayatonw, ia fair appvccia- 
tiou of opponents. And Lhia mnsl always bo tbo loiuUuicy of 
Rocud p.cieneo when vigluly uudei-Mtooil, ainco iU provision oC Uio 
fviUu'O i« avowedly bime.d iijiiui ayHleuuitic oxaiuiiuiUoii of tho past. 
It w tho <udy way in whie.li the five aiul yot miivomil adoption of 
gftuuvid pvine.iploa of wie.iid ivceuetruction can ovou bo poaslblo. 
Such ve.coUHtvootiou, viewed by Llw Hglit of Sociology, will bo 
vegavded iiH a luw.esRavy link in tbo wirioa of luimau dovolopmont 5 
and Lhna many confused and inwdiewut uotimm auggeated by tho 
athiLvavy Imliofa hitlnulo \mwnlvnl will llimlly diaeppeav. Tho 
gvowUi of public opinion in tbi» WRjMict ia aided by Uio ineveRsing 



t)io close rolaltoii bobwcon Ihoir own syeioin ana vivo vnouvovivoio 
effort of racditoval CftVUoUcism. In oflbvm}^ for Uio acc(i\jtauco of 
Humanity a now orgauiwition of lifo, wo woulil not iliasuciato it 
with nil that has gone hofoio. On tho contmry, it is unr boast 
that wo ato but proposing for hor lunturily tho acconipliHliinonl of 
tho noblo effort of hor youth, nil oITort mmlo when inlolloctual and 
social conditions prochutod Uio posbibiUly of succoss. "Wo are too 
full of iho future to fear nuy eoriouH clvaigo of lotrogiosaiau towtvrds 
tho past. It would ho strange woro such u cluugo to proeeod from 
those of our oppoiionts wlioso political iiloal is Umt ninalganinUoii 
of tomporal and spiritual power wiiicli was adopted by the Lhoo- 
cratic or military systems of anltquily. 

Tho separation of those powers in Uie Mivldlo Agos is tho 
groiuost advance over yet made in tho Uioovy of aociul Urdor. It 
wus imporfoctly offocted, liccaiiso the time wan not ripe fur it ; but 
enough was dono to show tho objoob of tlio soimmtion, and «onio of 
its jn'incipal results were partially arrived nU It origiimtod llio 
fundamental doctrine of •modern social lifo, llio suliordinaLion of 
Polities to Morals j a doctrine whioh in spito of tho must t>bHtmalo 
rcaistauco has survived the decline of the roligiou which Ilvst 
proclaimed it. Wo see it now sanctioned by a vopublioim govern- 
mont wliich has shaken off tho fetters of tliat religion more com* 
plotoly tliuii any otlicr. A further result of the sopiirution is tliu 
koen sonso of poraonal honour, conibiiiod with goiioral fratornity, 
which distinguishes Western nations, ospocially those who have 
boon piosoi'vcd from Pcotoatantiam. To lUo wuue uourcu is dun 
tho gunoral foeliog that men should bo judged liy ihoir intollootuni 
and moml worth, irrosiwotivoly of social position, yet willioiit 
upsetting that subordination of cIosbos whioh is roiidorcd nocosaary 
by tho roquiroments of practical lifa And this him aocUHtoiiuid all 
clasaoR to fvec discuseion of motnl and oven of political iiuoatious ; 
since ovovy ono feels it a right and a duty to judgo actions and 
persons by the gonoml principles whieli a ooninion systom of educa- 
tion lias iaculcated alike on all. I need not onlnvgo on Llio value 
of tho mcdiajval church in organising tho political systom of Wost- 
ern Europe, iu which Ihoto was no oLhor rocoginsod principlo of 
union. All thcao social results ai'o usually attributed to tho 
, excollenoo of the Christian dootriuo j but history whou fairly 
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oxfiininoil ehoM's thftC tlio sonrco from which tlioy mo pilnoipally 
di)rivi;») in Lho GuUioUi; pviiiciplo of ROimraling Iho two ])owor8. 
For tli'jHo oirt'clH ui'i! uowlioi’o viaihlo except in tho countvioa whoro 
tliia liiiH been offoclRil, iilLlmugh u similar codo of morals 

(iiul imlcuil II fiiitli idontioiilly tho same Imvo bcoii rocoived clsowJioio. 
Besides, fllthowgli Haut'Xinnod Uy tho guncml lono of modern life, 
Lhoy liavo boon lumtralisoil to a coiiMidurablo oxlont by tho dcclino 
of tho Cathnlio oi>'aiii/atioij, ami lliis on|iuciulIy in tho countiios 
whan’ Urn gicalir^l ollbils have boon iiiadu to rcsloi-o tho doctrhio to 
itfi ovij^iaal pvivity luul juuvov. 

In tiii?su rosiiacls Pimitiviam has tihiJudy nppniciatcd Catholicism 
jiioro fully thim any of its own dofmnlorH, not ovon oxco])tiiig Do 
Maifllro biniHidf, as indued amno of lho inoru c/mdid organs of tho 
lotvogiadu huIkkiI have allowed. But tho merit of Catholicism dooa 
not muroly (loiiuml u]i Hat fact that it forms a most iin])oi'lanb link 
in lho BuricH of luiiiian dovulopmont. "VVliftt adds to tho glory of 
ila olVuiU is ibid, as binlovy uloavly proves, they wore in advanoo of 
thuir timo. !l'ho |ii)liticid failmo of (’atltolicism rosnUod from tho 
iiapoi'feutioii of its doutrincs, and llio rcsistanco of tho social 
niodium in Nvbieh it woikud. It is Inio that Monothoism is far 
movo «on\patiblo with Ihu KupimiUou of powom than PolyUvoisni. 
But from Lho ahsoluto cliaraotor of every kind of theology, thoro 
was always a toiidunoy in tho modiiovul ayHlom to degonorato into 
moro thuoemoy. In fauL, Um prosiinalo uanso of its docUno was 
tho inoivasud ih/velopiiiunt of UiIh toudoncy in tlio fourtoonth 
coutmy, and the roHiHtanc.u widcli it provoked among tlio kings, 
who Htood forward to ioi>i'oBunt lho goiieiul voice of oondomimtiou. 
Again, tbnugb Mupavation of powers was loss difUcttlt in tho dofensivo 
aysLom of niediiuval waifavo tlmu in tlio aggrosfiivo systom of 
antiquity, yut it is thoi'oughly ropiignant to tjio military spirit in 
all its plianoH, bornusu ailvumo to that concoulration of authority 
\YhieU w roquisito iu wiu'. And lima it was novor thoroughly 
realised, exeo|it iu tlio conceptions of n fow leading men among 
both tlio Hpii'ituul and temporal class. Its brief success was princi- 
pally enubud by a tuinpomvy combination of circumslances. It was 
for lho nujbt part a condition of very imslablo oquilibrium, oscilla- 
ting botwuon theucraoy and omphu 

But PoNitive oivilizaliou will accomplish what in lho 
Middle Ages oonhl only bo altaumtod. Wo ato aided, 
notmoruly by Ibo oxauiplo of tho Middlo Ages, but uvumwlK 
by tho iiropaiulovy labours of tlio last fivo conturius. 

Now modus of thought liavo nrison, and practical lifo ‘ ” 

iiua asauiuud nosv pliaaoa j aud all aro alike tonding towards tho 

0 


rcc0gj\18ca ny an, ri-um mo hiiviivokkhi I.W.MU .jv.r, n, ig 
nothing moro Uiau tho distinction hnln'ceii tlicory cuul pmcLioo • 
distinction wliicli is nlready odiniltod movo or h'as fonitnlly 
throughout civilized Kuroi)o in auhjccla of leaa imuniUinco j which 
thorofoco it would bo unvoftsonablo to nbnmlon in tlin most difUoulb 
of all aits and scioncos. Viewed socinlly, it iniplioB Iho aopamtioi^ 
of education from aclion ; or of inorala from politics; and few 
would deny tliat tho maintonanco of Uiifl sojinmUon is ono of Llio 
greatest blessings of our piogreesivo civilipnlion. Tlin distinction 
is of equal inipoilnnco to morality nml to liberty. Tt is tlio only 
way of bringing opinion and conduct undor tho cmilrohd princi^iloj 
for tlio most obvious application of a principlo Inm litUo woighb 
wlion it is merely nn act of obcilieiico to a siiccinl^ eoniiiinnd. 
Taking tlio moro gonoral question of bringing tmr political Xovcos 
into harmony, it seems clonr that tliooroticol oiid jiniclicnl power 
aro so totally distinct in origin and 0{iomlion, wliotlior in rolntion 
to tlio heart, intellect, or charootor, Hint tlio functionn of coujieol 
and of command ought never to belong to tho Hamo organs. All 
attempts to unite them aro at onco rolrogmdo and visionary, 
and if successful would load to tho inlolomblo gnvorninonfc of 
mediocrities equally unfit for oithev kind of power, liut as I slml! 
show in tho following clia^itora this priiiciplo of sojiaralion will 
soon find increasing support among women and tho woiking 
classes ; the two olomonts of socioly in whidi wo find tho grentoab 
amount of good senso and right fooling. 

Modern society is, in fact, already ripe for tho adoption of bliie 
fundamental principlo of polity ; and tho opposition to it prooooda 
almost oiitiroly from its connooUon with tho dootrince of tho 



mediarval church which have now bccomo dosorvodly ohsoloto. 
Bub thoro will bo nn end of tlicao lOvolulionnr^ projudicos nnioiig 
all impartial observers ns soon os tlio prinoiplo is soon ombodiod in 
Positivism, tbo only doclrino which is wholly disconiicctod with 
Theology. All human concoptiona, all Booial imnrovomonta 
originated undor theological infliionci^ aa wo sco proved oloarly in 
many of tho humblest dolnila of lifo. Bui lliiB bns novor provontotl 
Humanity from finally appropriating to horeeU tbo roaulta of tho 
creeds which she has outgrown. And so it will bo with line groat 
political principle ; it has alroady bocomo obsoloto oxcopt for tho 
Positive school, which has vorified induoiivoly all tho minor truths 
implied in it The only direct altaoka against it como from tho 


nccrssity for diHouHsion. 'I'lio fno(. is (Imtr Borioufl dislurlmiiccs will 
soon bo caUHiid liy llio porLinucHins ofl’orlB of tho«o ndlioronts of 
podftiiUionicy to jcj^iilfilo by law wimt onglit to Iw loft to moral 
iuduniiccH -y ami tla'ii tlio \nibli(: will Ijpcomo inoro alivo to tho 
nocpRHity of tho i’oHitiviHt docLnuo of RyatemaUcftUy BOjitwaUng 
poUUcftl fvmu loonil govorumcut. Tho laUornhouhl ho wmUivfltood 
to rely oxohmivi-ly on tho hnofs of convhiUon awl poiwia^ion ; itfi 
inlliKoifto on notion hoing mmply that of conoBol ; whoipaa tho 
formor omiiloyn dircnl compulnion, haeod upon suporiority of physi- 
cal force. 

Wo now iindorHlnnd what 5a inemifby tho coiwtniclivo cliarnotor 
of tlio ftflcoiid rnvolutiomiry plmsa It iniplios a union of tho social 
flapimtioiiH of tho l\lid(Il() vVgoH with tho wise political inetincLs of 
Iho Couvoiilinii. In tlm iiitnrvnl of Ihoso two jwriods tlio moro 
advanced mdioUH wmo willmnt any Ry«lfmiatio ovgauiKation, and 
wove ahiuidom'd to tho twu-Cold pi-occaa of trausiliou, wUicli was 
(loccnnjiosing tlm old order and pvamring tho now. llolh Uioso 
proliminnry slnjm iiro now wnicionUy accninpHshed. Tho dosiro 
for aoclal raganoralion lina hocomo too Blrong to be rcaiatod, ond a 
))hilosophicid Hyalom cnpahlo of directing ib has nh-oady arisen. 
Wo imiy, tliorofovo, voooninioiu'o on a hotter intellectual and social 
liasia tlio great nihn t of (Jatliollciam, to bring Western j!lnro[»o to a 
aooial wyatom of iicaeofiil activity imd intolloctual cullmo, in wliioh 
Thought and Action ahoiild be subordinated to univora/il Lovo. 
KGOonsti'UcLion will begin at tho |K)iiiU whoro doinoHtiou began 
proviously. 'J'he. diRsolutiou of Uio old oi^nisni began in tho 
fomtoenth v.ouinry by tho di^Klvuclvou of its international clmr- 
ftctur. Convowdy, voovganimtion Imgina by satisfying tho inlol- 
loclunl and mural wmiU common to ibo iivo Westorn nations. 

And lioro, aiiico Ibo object of this ohaplov is to Kthicol 
explain Uio Hocial value of Positivism, I may show nvHtom oi po- 
hriofly that it icada ncoesHarily to tho formation of a ^hwism. 
dotiiiito flyatoin of univoreal ^rorality; this boiug tho ultimate 
object of ail Philoflopliy, imd tho starting ^int of all Polity. 
Siiico it ia by its mnial e.odo lliab ovory spiritual power nnisbbo 
principally toatod, thia will bo tho host modo of judging of tho 
rolativo merits of Ihiaitivism luul Caiholicism. ^ 

To ibo l^oaitiviat tho objoct of Morals is to inako our sciwovo W- 
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ctaWo-ioiaUio syinp^tUiotio inaliuclB i)r<\iwn4lt'.vn,lo w fiiv i\fl iwsailila 
pr^ioim^'Tbo ovoi' tlio solfisli iiiRtiiicta; socml ovnr poiflonnl 

feelings. TJtifl wuy of viowiii>{ Llin siilijocl is ])oculinr 
to tlio now philosophy, for no othoi' HyNloin has in- 
eluded Iho more iticont nddiliniui to tlio tlioory of 
Inminn nature, of which Calholicinm gave ho iinpor- 
fcct a rcprosontnlioii. 

It is ono of tho first principle.s of Jiiology that 
organic Ufo always projMinduvalCB over nuinuvl lifn. .lly this 
principle tlio Sociologist oxplftins llio HUiiurinv Htrciigtli of tho 
solf-rogarding instincts, sinco tln*so nro nil (^Miincotinl nioin or loss 
olosoly with tlio instinct of flolf-presorvntion. Hut nitliiuiKli tlioio 
is no evading tliis fact, Sociology pIiows Unit it is compatibln with 
tho existeiico of bonovoleiil nffucliona, nfl«cU»nH which (JalhoHciaiii 
had asserted to bo nltogcllior nlion to our imluri', and to ho untircly 
dopondonton suporhiiman Grace ilori veil from a Hplicru huyotid tho 
reach of f.aw. Tho great problem, tlimi, is lo vuiwi Hucial feclivig 
by artificial ollbrt to tlio position wliich, in tlio nalmal c.ondiLion, is 
hold by solfish feeling. Tlio finliiUon in lo bn rmind in iinothor 
biological principle, iminoly, that finicUmm and orgatiH aro do- 
voloped by constant oxorciso, and nlropliioil l»y prulongod inaction. 
Now tho effect of tho Social slato is, that whilti nnr syiiqialhoUc 
instincts aro constantly Blimulnleil, Ihn BoHinli propuiiHitics aro 
restricted j sinoo, if fioo play wora given tu tlioiii, liiiiimn illLo^ 
coui'so would very shortly become iuiiioasihlo, Thns it wunpeusates 
to some oxtont tlio natural woaldieas of tho SytupathiuH tlnik they 
aro capahlo of almost indofmilo exUamion, whilst .Solf-hivo moots 
inevitably witli a more or loss oHieiniit olioclc. JloLh theso ton- 
doncios naturally inorcaso with tho progross of iruinaniLy, and 
thoir increase ia tiio best mwisuro of tho dcgnio of ])ovfcclion tliat 
wo havo attained. Thoir growth, though upontiinemis, may bo 
raaterially liastonod by oignulzal intorvonlion, liotli of individuals 
and of soeioty, tho object being to iucroaao all favimvable inlluuuccB 
and diiniuish tho uiifavourablo. Tins ia tho object of tlio art of 
Morals. Liho ovary othor art, it is reslriotoil williiii corUiiii limits, 
But in tliis case tho limits nro loss narrow, bucauao tlui phonomoim, 
being inovo eoinjilox, are also more moiliflablo. 

Positive morality diffeva Uiorefovo from that of thuologioal as 
well ns of molaphysical systems. Its jirimary principio is the 
prepondoranoo of Sooinl Syiinwthy. Pull and frun oxpatiaion of 
tho beiiovolont omotions is matio the firat comlitiou of individual 
and social well being, since these omotions are nt onco tho awootost 
to expctionce, and ara tho only feelings \yhich can find oxpi'ossion 




iiiothodH nf inota\)liyHicH cuiild iiovor ndvnnco with any consisicnoy 
beyond the apluM’e of tho individual. Tlicolopy, cajiccielly Cliria- 
lian theology, could only risu to fiocml conceptions hy an indirect 
proccea, forced upon it, not by its principles, but by ila practical 
functions. IntrinHiciiIly, its spirit was nltognlher pcraonal ; the 
highest object pUivcd befovo each huUviilunl was tho ntlaininent of 
hie own siilvation, and all liurunn airoclions were nindo auljordinato 
to Iho lovu of find. It is trim that Iho first training of our higher 
fcclinga is due to theologif.nl RyBlcmej hut their inoral value 
dopoiulod iiiaiiily on tlio wisdom of tho priosihoocl. They com* 
ponsatod tho dcftKd.s of thnir doctrine, and at that time no hotter 
doctrine was available, by taking advaulago of tho antagonism 
which naturally presenUid itself botwoou tho iulorcsts of tho 
iiiingiimry and those of llus real world. Tho moral value of 
Positivism on tlio coutravy, is inhoronlin its doctrino, and can bo 
largely duvelopial, indejiondently of any spiritual disci}>liiio, though 
not so far as to dispense with Iho nccPHsity for such disciplino. 
Thus, while ^forality as a seieuco is mndo far nioro coiisistont by 
being jilaccd in its true connection with tho rest of our knowledge, 
tho ftphttvc of natural momUty is widcnwl hy bringing human life, 
individually and collofdivoly, under Lho direct and continuous 
influcnco of Social k’celing. 

I have atab’d that Wwitivo movalily is brought into 
a coherent and flystmnalie form hy ils prinoipio of 
universal love. Tliis priiicjplo nnislimwbo examined 
first in its application to tho aoiMimlo aspects of tho 
subject, and aubsacpiently as tho menus by which tlio 
vniiouH parts may ho oo-ovdinated. 

Tlioro are tluue HucccH>iive stales of morality answer- 
ing to the threo jirincipal stages of human life; the 
personal, tho domoatio, and lho social atngo. Tho succession 
ropresonts tlio gradual training of tho syinpotliotic principle j it is 
drawn out stop by stop by a aeries of affections which, as it 
diminiahos in intensity, incYoasos in dignity. This sovios forms 
our host resource in attempting as far ns possible to reach the 
normal state; subordinalion of solf-lovo to social feeling. These 
five tho two extromoK in tho aealo of human affections; but hetwoon 
thorn there is an intonnodiato dogroo, namoly, domostio attach- 
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'inent, and it ie on this that Iho solution of Llio gioiifc moral probloiii 
depends. Tlio lovo of his family loatla j^hiti out of liis oilgiiml 
etato of Sclf-lovo and oiiables l»m to atluiu liimlly a siillicicnt 
measure of Social lovo. Kvory attempt on iho part of tlio inornl 
educator to cull this last into immndiato action, ivgardlcsH of tlio 
internictlinto stage, is to bo comlomnccl as utterly oliimcricnl and 
profoundly injurious. Such attompts arc regaidud in the proKcut 
day with far loo favourable an oyo. luiv from being a sign of 
social progress, they would, if siicce.-isful, bo im iinmciiso step 
backwards ; since the feeling wliich inspires tlinm is ono of per- 
verted admiration for autiiiuily. 

Since the importance of doiucslio life is so great ns a transition 
from selfish to aooial fooling, a systeinatio view of its rolatioim will 
bo tlio best mode of explahiing Iho spirit of I’esilive morality, 
whicli is in every rC8i>oot Irased upon tliu order found in imtiiro. 

The lirst germ of sooial feeling is scon in tho iiireetiou of tho 
child for its parents. Filial lovo la tho starting-point of our nioriJ 
education; from it springs tho insliiiot of Continuity, ami conse- 
quently of rovoronco for our nncusloi'H. Ik is tlio lirnt tie by whioli 
tho now being feels himself bound to tho wholo past history of 
Man. Brotherly lovo comes noxt, implanting tho inslinot of 
Solidarity, that is to say of union with our oontcmiiiurarica ; and 
thus wo havo already a sort of outiuio of aocial oxislmico. With 
maturity now phases of feeling are dovoloped. Kulutiunships are 
formed of an entirely voluntary nature; wliioh hnvo tlicroforo a 
still more social character tliaii tho involuntary (ins of carlior years. 
This second st^o in moral education begins with conjugal nlTco- 
tioii, the moat important of nil, in whicli perfect fullnoss of dovo- 
tiou is secured by the reciprooity nml indissoliiljility of tho bond. 
It is the highest ty[)o of nil symixithotic instinols, and lias appro- 
priated to itself in a special soiiso the immo of Love. Ifrom this 
most perfect of unions proceeds tho Inst in tlio 8orio.s of doniostio 
sympathies, parental lovo. It completes tlio training by wliicli 
Ifaturo prepares us for universal synipatliy : for it Icnohoa us to 
care for our suecossoia; and thus it binds us to tho Futuro, os 
filial love bad bound us to tlio Past. 

I placed tho voluntary olo^ of domoslio sympnlliioa aftor tho 
involuntary, because it was the natural order of individual dovolop- 
ment, and it thus Imto out my slatomont of tho nocosaity of family 
bfe as an intermediate stage between personal and social life But 
in treating more directly of tho theory of tlio Family us tho consti- 
tuent elomont of the body politic, tlio invorso order should bo 
foliowed. In that case conju^I attuchmont would oomo first, as 
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being Ibo fooling through which tho fnmily comes into oxistoiico as 
a now social intil, M'hich in many caaos consials simply of tlio 
original pair. Doinostio syinjjaUiy, when onco formocl by nmiringo, 
is porpotualod first by parontal thou by filial afibetion ; it may 
aftorwnrds bo dovelopcd by tho tio of brothorliooil, tho only rolntiou 
by which difibroiit families can Iw brought into direct contact. 
Tho ordov folhiwoil horo is that of dtwe.iisc in iutonsity, ft\id 
iucroaso in oxtonsion. Tho fooling of fraternity, which I placo last, 
bcoanao it is usnaUy least powerful, \Yill bo soon to lio of primary 
i)nportanco wlion roganloil as tho transition from domoslio to social 
ftiVootions; it is, indood, tiio natuml typo to which all social 
sympathies conform. Ihit tliom ia yot anolhor inlovmcdialo rola- 
tion, witliout which thin briuf o.xpositioii of tho theory of tlio 
family would bo incomploto; I nioan tho rolntiou of liousohold 
sorvitudo, winch niny bo cnllod iudifibrontly dumcalio or* social. It 
is a relation which ut tlm present Uino is not pio^rariy approoiatod 
on account of ouv dislike to all subjection; aiul yot tho word 
domestic is o»\ougU to roniind us that in ovory normal state of 
Uumauity, it supplios what would otUovwiso bo a want in house- 
hold rolations. Its viduo lies in completing tho odhcalimi of tho 
social instiueb, by a special n})iiruiiliccahip in obuilionco and 
oommand, bntli being subordinitlod to the universal pnucijdo of 
mutual symiHilhy. 

Tho object of tho |)rccoding romarka was to show Iho olficnoy of 
tlio Poaitivo motliod in moral (piaHtions by applying it to tlio most 
important of all moral tlioorieK, tho theory of tlio lamily. For 
more doUiiled proof, I must rofor to my treatiw on “Posibivo 
Polity," to which this work ia iutroduotory. I woxdd call atbou- 
, tiou, however, to tho beneficial iuiUumcu of Positivism on })cv8onal 
momlity. Actions which InViuitto had always been reforvod oven 
by CaUiolie pliiloBoiiliors to pereoual inlorusU, aro now brought 
under tho great })rinciplQ of I.ovo on which tho whole Posilivo 
doclrino is based. 

FooHnga aro only to bo dovolopod by consUmt 
oxorciso ; and oxerciso is mo.st nuccasary wlion tho i)ii«u a nuviai 
intrinsic onorgy of tho feeling is least. It is tlioroforo 
quite oontviiry to tho true spirit of moral oduciilion to dogmdo 
duty in questions of povsoutd iiiorality to a moro calculation of aolf- 
iutoreat. Of covwsc, in this oloiuonltivy part of hUliica, it is oaaior 
to oatiwato tho consoquonecs of actions, and to show tho personal 
utility of tho rules enjoined, lint this method of procedure 
inevitably stiinuhilos tho solf-rogarding proponailiis, wliioh are 
already loo proponclornnt, and tho oxorciso of which ought us far ns 
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possible to bo dlscournffwl. Uc8ulo«, it oflon roflnll« in innclicftl 
fftilnre. To lonvn tlio deoision of such qiiaHtioiiH lo Llio jiulginoiit 
of the individiml, is to give a fomnl Banc-Uon In i\U Uvn nidnml 
differences in men’s inclinations. Wioii llin only nuilivn m-f'wl is 
consiclemtion for personal consequonces, every ono fonlH hinmclf to 
bo the bestjudfio of tlioao, and niodilu-a llio nilo atliln jdi'nsuro. 
Positivism, guided by a trrtor osUuuito (jf llu' fiuda, ontircly 
remodels tliis olomontary part of Kthica.^ Its iippual ia to social 
fooling, and not to jicraonnl, since Urn ncliona in tpiuatiim avo of a 
kind in which liio individnal is far from being ihu only pm-aon 
interested. For oxainpln, such virtues as lc8npcriiiii <i aiul ohimtity 
aro inonicated by tlio Positivist on other groiiinla llinn tlioao of 
their povsonal advantage. Ho will not of cnu)a(» iai lilind to llioir 
individual value j but this ia im n8\M;ct on which he will not dwell 
too much, for fear of oonccntmtliiK attmition on st'If-inti’ri'st. At 
all events, lie will never inako it tho Imais of liia ])ut will 

invariably rest tiiom upon Ihoit social valno. Tliovo avn cuhvs in 
which men are presevved by an unuaiially strong (ioiiftlitnlion from 
tho injurious offocts of inteinporanco or liboiliiaige ; bulHimli men 
are bound to sobriety and continonco a« rigfaniiHly iih llio |•o..t, 
because wilirout these virtues they ca)\uoI ]H'vf<uau tliuir wncial 
dutie.s riglitly. Even in tho commoncat of i»nr8i)iml virluiw, c.lfiaii- 
liness, this alteration in tho point of vimv may ho inado with 
advantage. A eimplo snnilnry regnlntinn in ihim oinuiltlcil liy 
knowing (lint tho objeot of it is to inako Cfich unn nf im nioio lit 
for tho service of others. In thin way and in no olhor, can moral 
oduoalion assume its trno chamclor at the very ouUoU "Wo shall 
become habituated to the feeling of sulwvvUnation to Humanity, 
even in our smallest actiona It is In thoso that wo aliouhl bo 
trained to gain tho mastery over Uio lower pro])cnflitio8 j and the 
moi'o so that, in thoso simplo cases, it is less dililcnlt to approoiato 
their consequences. 

Tho influence of Positivism on personal morality is in itself 
a proof of its superiority to other Bysloins, Its suporiority in 
domestic morality we have already aeon, and yot tliia was 
the best aspect of Catholicism, forming hidood tlio principal basis 
of its admirable moral code. On social morality striotly so called, 
I need not dwell at length. Hero Uio valuo of tho now philosophy 
will be more direct and obvious, tho foot of iU standing at the 
social point of view boing tho very foaluro which cliatinguishos 
it from all othor systems. In dofluhig the mutual duties arising 
from the various relations of life, or again in giving solidity 
and extension to the instinct of our common fraternity, noithor 


Obvious CHnvncLcimucH 01 i'osiwvmn i iieoti not inrtliov oiilnrgo, ns 
I shall have othov ocmions for yoforring io Ihoni. 

Aftoi' this hriof oxposilion of Posilivo innmlily J must olludo 
with ci]ual brovity to tlio incniis by wliich it will bo PstabJialied and 
nppHcd. Thow nvo of two kinds, Tbo firat lay down tho founda- 
tions of inonil tmining for canli individual : thoy furnisli principles, 
fliid thoy roguiaUi foolinRs. Tlio sneund onvry out llio work begun, 
and cuRuv(\ tho ap\dic!vtion of tho principles ittoulcalcd to practical 
life, Potli tlioao functions nro in tho first inslnnoo jicifonncd 
spontaneously, under tlm iitiluonco of tho docUino and of tho 
Byn\\>aUdo8 Qv<»kcd by it. lUit for thoit ndoiuato performance 
a spiritual power specially devoted to tho purpose is necessary. 

Tho moral education of the Positivist is linsod both Momi odu- 
upon Keason and on Feeling, tho loUor liaving always 
the propondoramo, in accordaueo wiUi Uio primary oniinotiomoii- 
principle of tho sysloni. ^ oiiS'i.aiu! 

Tlio result of the rational liasis is to bring moral 
proco])U to llin lost of rigorous dcmonslmlion, and to iiio°" ilfsiicst 
secure llioni against all danger fi'om discusaion, by 
showing that thoy rest uiion tlio laws of onr imlividunl and social 
nature. Py knowing tlioso laws, wo nro onnblcd to form a 
judgment of tho inlluonco of each affection, thought, action, or 
habit, bo tliat inlluonco dimot or indh'ccl, speoial or gonorni, 
in private life or in public. Convictions based tiiion such know- 
ledge will bo as doop ns any that aro fomoil in the present day 
from tlie sLriotest soiontilic ovidonco, with that excess of intensity 
•duo to tlioiv liighor iinportanco and thoir close eoimection willi our 
noblest feelings. Nov will rucU oonvicUono bo limilcvl to those who 
aro ablo to approciato tlio logical vnluo of tho aigmnonts. Wo soo 
■constantly in othor doparlmonts of l^ositivo scionco llmt mon will 
adopt notimie upon trust, and coiTy Uiom out with tho same r-oal 
and confldonco, as if thoy wore lliorongbly acquainted with all 
tho grounds for thoir belief. All that is nccoasmy is, that thoy 
should fool autlsdod that thoir confldonco is well bostowod, tlio 
(faot being, in spite of all tlmt Is said of llio indopomlcnco of modern 
thought, that it is often given loo rondily. Tbo most willing 
nssont is yioldod every day to tho rules whioh mathematicians, 
nstronomors, pliyaioists, oliomists, or biologists, have laid down in 
thoir rospcolivo aria, oven in oftsoa whore tho groalost intorcsls aro 
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at stake And similar asseut will certainly be accorded to moral 
rules when they, like the rest, sliall bo acknowledged to be suscep- 
tible of scientific proof. , I » i 

Uut while using the force of demonstration to an extent Inthorto 
impossible, Positivists will take care nob to exaggerate its import 
anco Moral education, even in its more systematic parts, should 
rest principally upon Feeling, as tho mere statement of the great 
human problem indicates. 'Xhe study of moral questions, intollectr 
ually speaking, is most valuable} but tho effect it leaves is not 
directly moral, since the analysis will refer, not to ouv own actions, 
but to those of othcra ; for all scientific investigations, to bo im- 
partial and free from confusion, must be objective, not subjective, 
llow to judge others without imn\c<liate vafcvoiico to self, is a 
process which may possibly result in strong convictions } but so far 
from calling out right feelings, it will, if carried too far, interfere 
with or chox;k their natural development. However, tho new school 
of moralists is the less likely to err in this direction, that it would 
be totally inconsistent with that profound knowledge of human 
nature in which Positivism has ali-eady shown itself so far superior 
to Catholicism. Xo one knows so well as tho Positivist that the 
principal source of real morality lies in direct oxorciso of our social 
sympathies, whether systematic or spontaneous. Ho will spare no- 
efforts to develop these sympathies from the earliest years by every 
method which sound philosophy can indicate. It is in this that 
moral education, whether private or public, principally consists; 
and to it mental education is always to be hold subordinate. I 
shali revert to these remarks in the next chapter, ^^•hon I come to 
the general question of educating tho Pooplo. 

But however efficient the Itaining received iu youth, orKimizaiion 
it will not be enough to K^ulato out conduct in after 
years, amitlst all tho distracting influences of practical 
life, unless tho same spiritual power wliich provides tho education 
prolong its inflnenco over onr maturity. Part of its task will be 
to rec^l individuals, cla^s, and even nations, when tho case 
requires it, to principles which they have forgotten or misinter- 
preted, and to instruci them in tho moans of applying them wisely. 
And hero, even more than in tho work of education strictly 
80 called, the appeal will be to Feeling rather than to pure Keason. 
Its force will bo derived from Public Opinion strongly organized. 
If the spiritual power awards its praise and blame justly, public 
opinion, as I shall show in the next chapter, will lend it the most 
irresistible support. This moral action of Humanity upon each of 
her membora has always existed whenever there was any real com- 
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munity of pvinoi{)lc3 niul fcolinsB. But ils slron|ft3i will bo far 
gvoatov uiuli'.v’ Iho i’oHilivo Ryatem. Tho I'palily of Ibo Lloolvine 
uiicl Lbo Hocinl clinmcloi’ of modem civilization give (idvantagca 
to tho now BpiriUiul i)owe); whitli were donxed to Calholicisin. 
comiiionioiii- mlvniilagefl aro brouglit forward very 

lion of Kioat jn’oiniuoutly by Uiol’asilivo syalcm of connncitiioratioji. 
moil. Cuiiiiiioniuriilii)n, when icgulurly inatituted, is a most 

vnluablo inHlrumi'nt in Uio Imuda of iiaiiirilual powcxr for contiiming 
tho work of iiKind (.'duciilioii. It wh.h Uio abanluli' clmrnctor of 
Catholicipm, oven moro tliaii tho dofcclivo slalo of juculiiuvnl society, 
tlml cniisdd tho fuiluvo of ita nolilo oHpivations to l«*con}o tho nni- 
vorsiil religion, fii Hpilo of nil its onforlH, ila flyatom of commcmora- 
lion Ima nlwiiya bi-im loatric.tod to very imnw limits, both in time 
and ajKicc. OnUitio tlicao liinita, Calliulicisin has always shown tho 
eaino hliiidiicss and injiislico llitil it now complains of rccoiving 
from its own oppumndH. Ikisitiviam, oii tho ctmlmry, can yield 
the Cull lui'UHurn of puuso to all tiiiioa nml uU countries, without 
oitlmr woalcncHH or incojisistoiicy. I’osacsaing Iho true theory of 
human duvolopmcnt, every mode and \iUtww of that ilevoloinnent 
will be cdlobratcil. TIuih uvory nionil precept will bo sniipoiLcd by 
tho indwruco of postority ; and Uxis in privato lifo or woU as in 
public, for tlio system of comniemortiUiui will bo applied in tho 
anino spirit to tho hnmbluHt wirvicoa as well ns to Iho highest. 

"Wliilu resiaving sjiecial ihitails for tho tmiliso to which this 
work is inlrodualory, 1 may yol givo ono illuatwlioii of this impovt- 
imt aspect of .Positivism ; an ilhwtmlion which px-obably will l)o 
Iho first slop in tho praolieid upplicalion of Iho ayslom. I would 
jiropoHO to iiiHlitnlo in At'estcrii .Kiiropo on any days tlml may bo 
thought snUable, llm yearly celebration of tho threo greatest of our 
predecessors, CiVHar, S t. Paul, and Clmrlomngne, who arc rospoetivoly 
llio highest typos of (Iroco-Koman civilization, of ilediroval Feud- 
alism, and of Catholicism which forma tho link bolwcon tlio two 
periods. Tlio services of Lheso illuslrioua men have Jiovcr yot been 
adequately recognised, for want of a sound liistoricnl theory tumbling 
us to explain the proniimiiit i«U't xvlilrh limy playotl in Uio devolop- 
mout of our race. i’iVen In St. Puul'a com tho omi6.sion is notice- 
able. Positivisin gives him a still liiglwr plnco Umn lias boon given 
him by Theology ; for it lookR him oa hialorically tho Couudop 
of tlio religion which bears tlio iiuippropiialo iiamo of Oiristianity. 
In tho other two caacH tho iulhxonco of Poaitivo pvixxdplea is ovcix 
moro necessary. For (hvsar has boon almost equally misjiidgod by 
theological and by metaphysical writoraj and CathoUcism has done 
very little for tho nppreciiiUon of CJmrlomngnc. However, noU 
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withgtanding tho aljsence of any syslcmalic ai)pr 0 ciation of ibcso 
great men, yet from llie reverence with winch they aro gonerally 
rt^arded, wo can hardly doubt that the celcbraLion bore proposed 
would njcct with ready acceptance throughout Wcstcin Europe. 

To illustrate my meaning still further, I may ohservo tliat his- 
tory presents cases wliero exactly the opposite course is called for, 
and which should be held up not for approbation but for infamy. 

Blame, it is true, should not bo carried to the saino extent as praise, 
because it stimulates tho destructive instincts to a degree which is 
always painful and sometimes injurious. Yet strong condemuation 
is occasionally desirable. It strengthens sociol feelings and princi- 
ples, if only by giving more significance to out approval. Thus I 
would suggest that after doing honour to the throo great men who 
have done so much to promote tho dcvolopincnt of our race, there 
should bo a solemn reprobation of the two principal opponents of 
progress, Julian and Hcwm|Mrte ; the latter being tho inoro criminal | 
of tho two, the former tho more insen^to. Their influence has 
been sufficiently extensive to allow of all tlio Wcstei’n nations join- 
ing in this damnatory verdieU* 

' The principal function of tho spiritual power is to direct the 
future of society by means of education ; and, as a supplementary ) 
part of education, to pronounco judgment upon tlie past in the 
mode here indicated. But there are functions of another kin<l, 
relating more immediately to the present; and these too result 
naturally from its position as an educating body. If the educa- 
tors are men worthy of their position, it will give them an influence 
over the whole course of practical life, whether private or public. 

Of course it will merely be the influence of counsol, and practical 
men will bo free to accept or reject it ; but its weight may bo very 
considerable when given prudently, and when the authority from 
which it proceeds is recognized os competent. The questions | 

on which its advice is most needed aro tho relations between i 

different classes. Its action will be coextensive witli the diffusion 'J 

of Positive principles; for n&tians profiaaing the same faith, and 4 

sharing in Ore same education, will naturally accept the same iutol- ;] 

■lectual and moral ditectorss In the next chapter I shall treat ^ 

this subject more in detail. I merely mention it hero as one 4 

•among the list of functions belonging to tho now spiritual power. ,1 

ThepoUticai **ot bo difficult to show that all the J 

ciieraoteristics of Positivism are summed up in its |j 

aodProgr^ motto, C>raer ona Prog^'ess, a motto which has a f! 

__t r^MldemtJon, Oomto saw S6 to wiCbdraw UiUi proposaL See Poaltire Polity, I J 

tV.,ch. a, p. 5151. RrJ 
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pliilosophical as well as political bearing, and whicli I slmll always 
fool gjflcl to liavo put fotumt'd. 

Positivism is the only school which has given a doftnito signift- 
cauco to these two eoncupfions, whether regarded from thoirsoiontirio 
or their social aspect. AVith rcgaitl to Progress, the nssortion will 
linrdly bo disputed, no definition of it but the Positive ovor having 
yet been given. In the ease of Order, it is less apimrcnt ; but, ne I 
have sho^vT! in the first ohnpter, it is no less profoundly Inio. 
provioua philosopliies Imd regarded Order ns stationary, n concoptiou 
'vliicli rendered it wholly inapplicable to inodern politics. But 
Positivism, by rejecting the absoliife, and yot 3iot anlroduning the 
arbitrary, ropresenta Order in a totally new light, and adapts it to 
our jnogressivo civilization. It places it on tho firinesl possible 
fonudation, that is, on tho doctrine of the invariability of tho laws 
of nature, which defends it against all dnngor from suhjGCtivo 
chimeras. Tlie Positivist regards artificiai Order in tSocinl plionO' 
niftnn, as in all others, as resting necessarily wpon tho Order of 
iiaturo, in other words, upon tho whole series of natural laws. 

Put Order has to bo reconciled with l-^ixigicss : and vioKrcsstUo 
hero Positivism is still more obviously wiblioul a rivnl. Uov«'»c»i'inoHt 
Nooessary as llio reconciliation Is, no other syslcm luis 
even attempted it. But Iho facility with which wo luo now 
CTiablocl, by tbo oncyclopiedic scale, to pass from tho ainiplcst 
inalbomntical phenomena to tho most compliciilod plionuinona of 
political life, leads at once to a solution of tlic piohlom. Viewed 
aciontifically, it is uu iiistancs of that necessary correlation of exist* 
ence and movement, which wo find indiunlcd in tho iiiorgaiiio 
■world, and which becomes still more distinct in Piology. Pinding 
ifc in all tbo lower sciences, wo are prepared for its fipj^earaiico in ft 
still more definite sliapo in Sociology. XTci*© its prncticnl iniportauco 
becomes more obvious, though it hud been implicitly involved 
before. In Sociology tho coirolation assiinics tliia form : Order is 
the condition of all Progress; Progress is always tlio object of 
Order. Or, to poiiotiato tho question still more doo])ly, Ih'ogrops 
may bo regarded simply as tho dovolopinent of Ordov ; for tlio 
order of nature necessarily contains within itself tho govm of all 
possible progress. Tbo rational view of human affaira is to look on 
all tbeir ebanges, not as new Creations, but as new hlvohitio.w. 
And wo find this principle fully borne out in history. Evory eooial 
innovation has its roots Lu the past ; and tho rudest ]>hneos of 
savage life show tbo primitire trace of all suUsefjncnt iiuprovomont. 

I^roffress then is in ils ossciico idontical witli Ordov, 
tcrfai, physi- and may bo looked upon Jis Oitlor made manifest. 
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cnt fntoiicct.i- Tl»oroforo, in i>xpkinins U\\r dnul.la c.oiio.optiou on 
ai.’and uiomi, ■wlucU Uw Scictico aiul Alt of iloimnd, wo may 

at pi'GSGiit limit ourarlvos to tho JiiiAlyHis nf ]’r<»Hir«H. Tims sim- 
plifioil it is moro cnav to grasp, o-spooially now (hat llin novolty mul 
impoi'tanco of tlio Pivigrcss arn nttranling ho mucli 

ntloiition. For Urn public is bocoming inflliiiclivoly iiUvo to 
its I'Cftl slgiiincftnco, os Ibo Iwwis on which nil Round niovftl tuul poli- 
tical tcftcihng must honccfortb voat. 

Taking, then, lUift point oE view, wn may finy that tho oiio gront 
object of life, porsoiml mid siKiial, in to la^como movo pnrfeot in 
every way; iu our oxloriinl condition firnt, Imt hIho, anil iiioio 
especially, iu our own nature. The fimk Icinil of I’rogmflH wo Hlmro 
ill common with tbo higher nnimnlH; all of wiru;b make Honm oiTorUi 
to iniprovo thoir mnlorial j)0.s’iUoj). It is of emivan the least 
olcvalcd stage of progrcs.s; hut being the eawiosl, it in l!w point from 
which wo start towards the lilghev slagOH. A nation tlmt has 
iimdo no elTortii to improve it-Mclf matorially, will tnko but little 
interest in mornl or luonlnl iniprovemoiiL. 'I'liifl iH tlin mily ground 
on wliicli enlightened moil can feel much iili’iifuire in tho matorial 
progress of our own times. It stirs up inniumocH that Loml to the 
nobler kinds of Frogrosa; inlhioncos which wmihl nmat witli oven 
greater opposition than Uioy do, \voyo not tho loinpialimiK prosoutod 
to the coarser imturos by matorial prosperity ho irrcHistililo. Owing 
to tlio moiitiil ami moml anarchy in which wo livo, flyfllnmatio olforta 
to gain tho highov degrees of Frogress aro as yot imposHiblo; and 
this explains, though it does not jnalify, tho oxaggomlcd imporlnnco 
altiihutcd nowadays to matorial imjirovomoiits. Fiit the only kinds 
of improvement really characterislio of Humanity avo those which 
concern out own tiaturc ; and oven hero wo arc not t^uito nlouo ; for 
.several of tho higher animala show soino slight tondonoios to 
imjirovo themselves physically. 

Progress in the liiglier aonso includes im]n’ovoinonts of throe 
sorts ; that is to any, it may ho Physical, Intollootiml, or Moral 
progress; tho (lifTiculty of each class being in proportion to its 
value and tlio extent of its sphere, l^liysical progress, which again 
might bo divided on tho same pnnciplc, aooma undov some of its 
aspects almost tho same thing ns matorial. Put rogavdoil as a whole 
it is far more imporhint and far moro dilTlouU ; its inlluoiico on the 
well-being of Man is also much greater. Wo gain moro, for 
instance, by the smallest addition to length of life, or by any 
increased security for hoalth, than bj’ the most olaboratc imjirovo' 
inonts in our modes of travelling by laud or water, iu which birds 
will probably always have a groat advantage over us. Ilowovor, 
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fls I said bcfoYc, physical progress is -not cxclusivoly confined to 
Jlan. Some of tlio aniinale, for iustnnco, ndvanco as far as cleanU- 
nosa, wliicli is the fust stop in the progressive scale. 

IntcllccLual and Moral jjrogress, then, is tlio only kind really 
distinctivQ of our raco. Individual animals sonvolimes ahosv it, 
but never a Avliolo speoios, except as o consequenco of prolonged 
intervention on tlio part of Afan. Botweon tlicso two Jiigliest 
grades, as belwcon ll\o two lower, wo shall find a dilTerenco of 
valuo, extent, and difliculty ; always supposing the standaid to bo 
tlio manner in wliicli thoy afTect Sian’s wcll-boing, collectively or 
individually. To .strengthen Uio iiUcllcctual powers, wlictlicr for 
art or for scionco, whotUcr it by the powers of observation or those 
of induction and tleduction, is, when circumstances allow of tlicir 
being mado available for social pur])Oses, of gi-enter and more 
oxlcnsive impovinnee, than all physical, and, « fortiori than all 
material improvomonls. But wo know from tlio fundamental 
principle laid down in tlio firet chapter of this work, tliat moral 
inogross lia.s oven more to do with our woll-hoing than inlellcctual 
progress. The moral faculties avo inovo modiUoble, altUough the 
ofibrt required to modify Ihcm is greater. If tho boiiovolenco or 
courngo of tho liunian vneo were increased, it would bring more veal 
happiness tlinn any addition to our inlellcctual powers. Tlioroloro, 
to llio question, Wlint is Iho true object of human lifo, whothor 
looked at collectivoly or individually 1 tho simplest and most 
precise answer would bo, tho perfection of our moral nature ; since 
it has a more iiumcdiato ami certain inllucnco on ouv well-being 
tlinn perfection of any otlior kind. All tho otlior kinds avo 
necessary, if for no otlior reason than to proiwro the way for this ■, 
hut from tho vary fact of this connection, it may bo regarded as 
their I'cprcsontntivo'; sinco it iuvolvos Uiom all implicitly and 
stimulates llioin to incrensod activity. Keeping then to tho ques- 
tion of moral perfection, wo find two qiialiUca standing above tho 
rest in practical importance, nmwely, SymiwUiy and Energy. 
Botli those qualities nro included in Uio rvord Heart, wliich in aJl^ 
European languagos has a difforent meaning for tho two soxes. ' 
Both will bo dovolopcd by Positivism, more diroclly, more continu- 
ously, and with groator rosult, than under any former system. 
Tho whole tendency of Positivism is to oncounigo sympathy ; since 
it suboi'dinalos every thought, desire, and action to social feeling. 
Energy is also presupposod, and at tho same time fostered, by the 
system. For it romovos a heavy weight of supei'StiUon, it reveals 
tho tmo dignity of mnn, and it supplies on unceasing motive for 
individual and coUcctivo action. Tho vary acceptance of Positivism 
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domnnds somo vigour of chaiaotor; it iinpljcs Lho Inaviiig of 
spiviivuvl tc-cvors, which wore once enough lo intimiduto Llio llvmost 

l^ro^ress IhoTi, may bo regarded, vindor four auccosaivo aspocU : 
Catena) Physical, Intollcctxml, and Moral. .Tlach of tlioao might 
flonin ho divided on thoanino imnciplo, and wo should Ihon dwcovot 
Bovoral intormedioto phases. These cuimot bo inveatigated horoj 
and I have only to noto that tluj philosophical pnnoiplo ol this 
analysis is ptociaoly tho same as that on wliich 1 Imvo based the 
Classification of tho Scioncoa. Tn both caso.s tho order followed is 
that of increasing gonorality aird complexity iu tho phonomona. 
Tho only dilToronco is in tho mode in rvliich tho two arrangoniouls 
aro developed. For scionlific puiposos tho lowov povtion of tho 
scale has to bo oxpaiulod into greater detail ; wliilo from tho social 
point of view nttonlion is conconlrutcd on tho higher parts. But 
whclliev it ho the scale of tho Tnio or Dint of tlio Good, tho eou- 
clu-sion is tho same in both. IJolh aliico iiulicalu tho snpiomaoy of 
social considoraliona j both point to wnivevsal Luvo as Lho highoet 

I Imvo noxY explained lho principal pnrpo.so of Positive Philo- 
sopliy, namely, spiritual reorganization ; and I have shown how 
that pnrposo is involved iu tho Positivist inoUo, Older ami 
Progress. Positivism, Ihon, roalizcs tho higho.st aspirations of 
medifoval Catholicism, and nt llio samo time fiillils Uio oomliliona, 
the absence of wbiob caused tho failovo of the Couvuiilum. It 
combines tho opposite merits of tho ('atliolic and tho ItovoUitionary 
spirit, and by so doing supoi-acdoa them both. Theology ami 
Metaphysics may now disappear witliout daiigor, bocauso tho 
sorvico which each of thorn ronderod is now liariiioiUBod with that 
of the otlior, end will bo jrerformed more porfeotly. 'Dio pi iiiciplo 
on wliicli this result Joiumds is tho soparalion of spiritual from 
tempoval power. This, it will be romcmwvod, had always bcou tho 
chief subject of contention between the two antagonistic iiarlios. 

AppiicaiioA ^ spoken ol the moral and mental roorganization 
of oiir pthiei- of Wcstcrii Kiiropo as clmracLerizing Llio .second jilinso 
Smic''^. of tho Rovoiutioii. Lot us now soo what aro its 
lolations wHli tlio pi'osoiit sLato of politics. Of coui’so 
vruaciitboiiro- tlio dovolopmoiit of Positivisin will not bo much 
visioiifli. affected by U\c retrograde tendencies of the day, 
whotlior fchoolt^col or metaphysical. iStill tho gonornl course of 
ovonts will oxerciso an inlluonco upon it, of which it is important 
to take account. So too, although tho now doctrine cannot at 
present do much to modify its surroundings, there avo yet oortaiii 
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points in whiolv nctiou may bo taken at oucc. Tu U\o fowvtb 
voluino of this trealiHo Umi ipicstion of a tmnsiUoiml policy n-ill ho 
camiiilly coiiHiilcrcil, with the view of facililnting the advent of 
tlio noriiml Hliitu whicli Hociiil soiciioo imlicatos in n jnoro distant 
future*. 1 cannot comploto this cltnplcv without some notice of tliis 
provisionnl policy, wliiclt nnist ho airriwl on until I’ositivism has 
made its way to general accuptanco. 

Tlio \iriucipiil fcaluio of this policy ia lluit it is tewpoiavy. To 
sot up any povninncnt iiiHlilulitni in n society wbicli lins no fixed 
opiiiioiia or principles of life, would bo liopiilcsa. Until the most 
iiiipurlaiit iiuestiona aro thoroughly setllwl, both in principlo and 
jiraclico, Urn only nit'asuros of Iho least utility nro Ihosb which 
I'aoililato the piocnsa of voaouRlrticUon. Meaauvos mlopUnt with a 
\\cw to jKivnuumuo.o must oiul, as wo have soon them end so often, 
in disappoinlnuuit and failure, howovor onlhusmsliciilly llioy may 
liavo been rccidvi'd at firfit. 

.Tnovitiiblo as this coiiHeqiicnco of mir revolutionary position is, 
it lias never hcoii uiidorslooil, except by the groat lendor.s of the 
lopubliean inovoinont in 171)11. Of the various governments that 
we have had during the last two generaUena, all, except the Con* 
volition, have fulh'u into the vain dcluHion of nllcmpting to found 
porniunuiit iuHtitutioiiH, willioiit waiting (or any iutollc’cUial or 
moral basis. And llioroforo it is Llial nono but Lho Convonlion 
lias loft any deep traces in molds tlioughta or fooUngs. AU its 
principal moasurcs, oven those which concomed the fninro more 
than tlm yn-usont, were avowedly ywovicbnal j and the consequence 
was that Limy luivmoui/.od well with tlio peculiar circumstances of 
tlio tinio. Tlio trim pliiiosophor will always look with roayicotful 
adniiiatinii on tlioso nion, wlio not only had no inlionnl theory to 
guide thoin, but woro onoiimborod with false molayihysical notions ; 
and who yot notwitbsLandiiig jrrovod Ihoinaolvos tho only veal 
Blatosniou that A\'‘ealovn I'AUoyio can boast of since tho time of 
^'rcdcvlck the Great. .Ciuleed the wiailoui of their yiolicy would bo 
almost unnccountiihli), only that Uio very circumalancos which 
called for it so urgiuUly, woro to some oxtont cnlculnlod to suggest 
it. Tho stalo of things was such aa to make it impossihlo to sottlo 
tho govornmunt on any yiorntancnt baaia. Again, amidst all tho 
wild oxtravngiiuco of lho yirinciplca in voguo, tho necessity of a 
strong govovnmeuk to roaist foreign invawou countoracte.<.l many of 
their worst oflects. Ou tlio removal of tliia aalulnry piussuro, tho 
Convention fell into tho coiniuou error, though to a le.ss oxtont than 
tho Constituonb Assombly. It sot up a coiiatitution frnmod 
Rcoordiug to somo abstract model, wliich was supyroswl to bo fluid. 
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but wliicli clitl not last bo long an llio jioiiod origiiially propOHccl for 
its own provisional lalwuis. It is on tliis fu-sL pcriotl of its govcrn- 
incnt tlmb its famo rosla. 

The plan originally proposed was tliat tlio government of tluj 
Convention should last till tlio end of tho war. If tliia plan could 
have been earned out, it would prn]ial)ly have biuni oxloiulod still 
fiu'tlier, ns Uio impoBsibility of oslnbliHhing any purnmnent sysloin 
■would liavo boon gonorftUy recoguiaed. Tho only avowed luoLivc 
for making tho government provisional was of connso tho urgent 
necessity of national defoucc. Jlut bonoath tliin toinporary motivo, 
wliich for tho time suporseded every other conHiderulion, thoro was 
another and a dceiwr motivo for it, which cowUl u<»t have bcoi\ 
understood without Boundor historical principlo.s tlinii wo^^ at tliut 
time ])0S3ible. That motive wtw tho utlorly jiegativo olmraclor of 
tho motaphysienl doctrines thou aecopLod, lUid the consoqiiont 
absence of any intollcclnal or moral Imsia for ptditical veconatruc- 
tion. This of course was not rocognisod, but it wan really tho 
princii)nl reason why tho cstahlishmeiit of any definito Rystom of 
govcrninont was delayed. Had llio war boon brought to an end, 
clearer views of tho tjnbjccl would no doubt buve bcim formed ; 
indeed they had hcou formed already in tlio oppnsito camp, by mou 
of tho Nco-cntholic school, who wore not idisorliod l)y tlio urgent 
quoation of dofonding tho Kopiililio. What blindntl mon to tiio 
truth was tho fundnmontal yot incvitablo error of HUpposing tho 
critical doctrines of tho precaliug gouoiatiou aiipUeablo to purposes 
of construction. They wero umlccoivud ut last by tlio utter 
anarchy wdiich tho triumph of those priiioiploa occasioned ; ond the 
next gonoration occupied ilsoU witli tho counlor-rovolutlonary 
movomont, in. which siwilai* attempts at llnaUl-y wove made by tho 
various rooctionist parties. For tlioso parties ivcro quilo as dosti- 
tuto ns thoh- op|K>nont8 of any priiiciplos suited to the task of 
recouslruction ; and they had to fall back U])on tho old system as 
tho only vcci^nizcd basis on which publio Ordor could bo main- 
tained. 

Dniigorofnt- And in this respect tho situation is still unchanged. 

ixjtttins its rovolnliojiary oharaoLor ; and any 
BUvicUon iw- itnmodiaio attempt to roovganiy.o political ndministra- 

orospr ua would oidy bo tlio signal for frosh attempts at 
reaction, attempts which now can liavo no other result than 
anarchy. It is true that Positivism has just supplied us with a 
philosophical basis for jiolitical roconstiuotion. Hut its principles 
are still so now and undovolopod, and besides are understood by so 
few, that tlioy cannot oxoroiso much inlluonco at present on political 
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is, ]>i)SHil)ilil.y is ul lust m minin ns its m-goncy. Wlion 
siilficii^ut iniigvt’ss Imw hw\\ jwwlo wUh it, it will cawso a gvndiml 
vcgi'UPmLidU of jioliLiciil iustitutious. lUit nny atlowpl lo nwiUfy 
tliLW) loo raitiilly wouM only rnsiill in frc'sli tliHUirbanccs. 8ucli 
(liaLiii'l'iiiiri’H, it is true, will novor bo ns (Iniigoroua ns they woi-o 
fonuoi-ly, bcraiiHo tli(! iinmcliy of opinion is so pi-ofonml tlmt it is 
far mon; diilioult for iiion to agroo in any fixctl jn-inciplos of action. 
Tliu almrdnU’ (liKitriiics of tho lust contuvy wliicli inspired such 
inlon.so cunviriUon, can novtn- regnin Ihoir sLronglh, Irucfuiso, when 
bronglit In Urn evur.ial test i^f oxjiorienco ns woll ns of disensaion, 
thoiv usp,h’S8n(‘H« hir ciniRliaudivo puriwscH awl Uioir subvovsivo 
Icmlciu'.y bccaiiK! ovi<i(‘Ut to nv'ory oj»o. They have boon wonlccuod, 
too, ]iy Umologiciil (^onccsHioiiH which Uioir supportora, in ordor to 
cdiry oil tlio govdi-nmcnt at all, wore obligml to inuko. Conso- 
(]U(!ntiy llto policy wiili wliich thoy nro nt pi-csoiit connected is one 
whicli oscillntcH liotween nan-lion and nimrcby, or mlhov wliich is 
nt once ih'spoLio nnd dcstniftive, from tho noccssily of controlling 
a Bociiity which htia beenmn ahmmt as adverMi to metaphysical as to 
Ihcnlogicdl vulo. In Um wttav abscuco, then, of any gonoval con- 
victions, tUo worst forms of political c.omuiotion avo not lo bo 
feared, bia'iiuso it M'oidil ho impossiblo to roiiso moa’s passions 
Biifhciently. lJut unwiao oUbrla to snt up a pormnnont aysloin of 
govornmi'iit would oven now load, in corlnin ensoa, to Ininoiitablo 
disorder, and would at all (!VonL.4 bo nltorly iisoloss. Quiet nt liomo 
tlopoiula nuM', liko ju'iu'o abroad, simply on the nhaonco of disturb- 
ing forces; a most iiiHotuiro basis, siiico it is itself a synipLoin of 
tbo exlimt to wliii-h thn disorgani/ing movemont has proceeded. 
'Ihis siugnkw coudilion must ncccKnavily coutmuo until the iiiicr- 
iv(inuut wldcli at present JixisU in tlm moral anti iutollo-clunl region 
conics lo nu oml. As hmg ns llioro is such an utler want of 
Imvmoiiy in feoling im well us in opinion, Ihoi-o can bo no real 
soourily against wav or iiitoi nal distnxlor. Tho existing equilibrium 
has arisen so apontanoonsly that it is no doubt loss iinstubio than is 
generally supiioHcd. Still it is sufiloioiUly precarious to oxcito 
conlluual imnics, holh at homo inul abroad, ^Yhich are not only 
very irritating, hnt often oxovoiao a most iujwtioua inlluoncc over 
our policy. Now attompU at iuunodiato roconatruotiou of political 
histitiitiuns, inatoad of improving this stnlo of tilings, make it 
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vory much worse, by giving fnclitioiia life to tlio ohl doolriiios, 
which, being thoroughly worn out, tuight to ho loft to the imtiiml 
process of decay. The inovitaWo i-osult of rnstoi-ing thoni to ofliciiil 
authority will bo lo dotor the public, and ovoii Lho thinking i)nitioii 
of it, fi'Oin that free oxorciso of tho niontiil powora hy wliich, and 
by wliich only, wo may hope to aviivo without disturlmuco at lixod 
principles of action. 

Tho cessation of war Uioroforo justifioH no chaiigo in ropuhlican 
policy. As long as tho apiritiuil iutorrogiunii Innls, it inunt retain 
its provisional ohnr-octor. Indeed this charactnr ought Lo ho more 
strongly impressed upon it tlian ovor. Vor no oiio now lias any 
real boliof in tho organic value of tho recoivod motaiiliyuiciil doc- 
trines. They would novor have boon rovivotl hut fur tlio need of 
having somo sort of political formula to work with, in default of 
any real social convictions. But Urn revival is only njii'iirmit, and 
it contrasts most atrikingly with tho utter absencu of systematic 
principles in most active luiiula, Tliero is no real (liiiigov of 
repeating tlio orroi* of tho fii-st rovuluLionists ami of attempting to 
construct witli nogativo dootrincs. "Wo have only to consider tho 
vast dovolopmont of industry, of oathetic oultiud, and of scionliilo 
study, to iroQ oursolvos from all anxiety on tin's head. .Siidi 
things 01*0 incomjMitiblo with any regard for Lho niolaphysicnl 
toacliing of idoologists or psychologists. Kur is lltore imicii lo fear 
in tho natural cnlhuslasm which is carrying us hack to the liist 
days of tho Bovolution. It will only revive tho old u^puhlican 
spirit, and make us forgot lho long period of rotrogressioii and 
stagnation which have olajised since tlio llrst great oiitluvak ; for 
this is the poiiil on which tho altonlion of posterity will ho iinally 
coneontratod. But while satisfying those very logitimato fflolings, 
tho people will soon find that the only aspect of this great crisis 
which wo Imvo to imilalo is Uio wiso insight of lho Oonveutiuii 
during th'i first part of its ndmiiiistraUon, in perceiving Lliat its 
policy could only ho provisional, and that dolinilu retanislrucLiou 
must bo reeon’oil for boUor limes. We may fairly hope that 
the next formal attempt to sol up a constitutiun according lo sonio 
abstract ideal, will couviuco lho hhonch nation, and ult imatoly lho 
whole West, of tho uUor futility of such schemes. Besides, tho 
fvco discussion wliitth has now bccomo habitual to ua, and the 
temper of tlio pcoplo, which is as sceptical of political onlitics as 
of Christian myslorics, would mnlto any snob attempta oxtvoruoly 
difficult. Novor was thoro a linio so unfavonrahlu to doctriiies 
admitting of no teal demonslvaliou : doinonatration being uony U\o 
only possible basis of pomianont boliof. Supposing then a now 
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coiislilulioi'i io 1)0 Hot tm foot, rintl Urn iiwial time lo lio spont in tlie 
pvocosfl (if olalioniLiii}? it, puliJic opinion will very possibly discard 
it before it i« compleln.il ; not allowing it ovon‘tlio short averngo 
duration of fonnor coiistitutinns. Any ntlcinpl lo check freo dis- 
cussion on Iho sul)jo(;t would dofont ils own objoctj since freo 
dibousHion is Iho natural conswpionco of our intellectual and social 
position. 

Tho sniuo condil ions wliioli rotpiiro onr policy to ho 
provisional wliilo Ihn sjtii itual iiUon-cgmim lasts, point wila u want- 
aleo lo Uio nnido in whicli this pi-ovisionnl policy 
should ho oarviod out. Had Iho rovolntionnry govern- ncdyoispcoch 
inonl of till) Oonvoiition wmtittued till Ihoond of tho 
war, it would probahly have boon prolonged up to tho presont 
tinio. ]iut in un(\ nioHt iinporlant nsspecfc a inodiliention would 
liavo bcmi nneesHary. During tho etrugglo for iiulopondonco wliat 
was wanted wi\3 a vigorous dieUitorship, combining spiritual with 
loinpornl poW(>rH: a di<-lul()rHhij» oven fltrongor limn tho old mon- 
archy, and only tliatingiiiHhod from despotism by ils ardour in tho 
cause of |)rogri'SB. Without emnploto concentration of political 
power, the r(!pul)lifi cnulil novor Imvo been saved, Ihil with praco 
tho ncc.csHity for such ('.ouv.entvatiun wan at an ond. Tlio only 
frioLivo for alill (uinLimiing tlio jirovisioiml systcni was tho absonco 
of social ('.iinvictionH. Hut Ibia w'oidd idso Ix) a motive for giving 
porfoet liberty of apci’ch and discussion, which till Ihon had boon 
imiwsaiblo or dangenina. .For liberty was a necessary condition 
for olabevating uud ililVusiug a new ayale-iw of universal priuciploa, 
as tho only sure ImsiH for Uio future rogonoration of fiocioiy. 

This liyimllielical view of diatigoa whicli might havo lalcon 
placo in the Conventional govornmont, way bo applied to tlie 
existing condition of alliiiiH. It is tho policy host adapted for tho 
republican govcvnmeut which ia now ntising in all Iho Bccuvity of a 
settled iioaco, and ytd ainidst tho most entiro annrcliy of opinion. 
Tlio snccoasoi's of tlje Coiivontion, men unworthy of llioir task, 
(logindcd the iirogrcHHivc dictaloi'ship ontnislod lo tliom by tho 
circuiiistnncos of tlio tinio into tt rotragmdo tyranny. During tho 
roigu of OhavlCB X., which was tho last phaeo of tho roaolion, tho 
coiUral power was thormiglily undumiinnd by tlio lognl opposition 
of tho parlinmontaiy nr local power. Tho conlml govornmont still 
refused to rocognix.o any liinilH to its authority; Imt the growth of 
froo tliought imulo its claims lo spiritual jurisdiotioiunoro and more 
unlcnablo, leaving it merely tho towiioral authority recpiisito for 
public ordor. During tlio noulral period which followed tho 
flountoM'Ovolutioii, tho dicLatoraldp was not moroly rostrictod to its 
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pvopor functions, Imt wns logully clo-stroyoil ; Dull is tho locftl 
])owei- ns roprcsontDil by ijarliiwnuni took tlio plu<-As of iko eontml 
powov. All pi-oloiitions to spiritiml iiilliuuico wuro abumloiuid by 
both; tlicir thoughts being sulfiriiciilly dcciiiucd with llui luuiiitcii. 
ftiico of nmtorini order. Tho intclh’-otuiv) nnuicliy of thu liino iiindo 
tliis task diiftcnlt enough ; U\t they n^gravulcd tho dilUcuIty by 
unprincipled attempts to establish thuir govermnont on Llii) busis of 
puvo .self-interest, irresi>cctivoly of all iiiond uoiifiidonUiouw. Tlio 
restoration of tho republic and tho inogroHsivo spirit avousod by it 
has no doubt given to both Icgislativo mid eKcentivo a largo 
incronso of power: to an extent indeed wliii.h a fuw years bade 
would Imvo caused violent antiimlli}'. lUit it would bo a griru'tms 
e'ft’or for either of thoiii to nttompl to iiiiitalo tho diclatorhd stylo 
of tbo Conventional government. iruBuccortsful in any Uim rcuso 
as tlio attempt would be, it might occasion very .seritaia (listurbaiices, 
wliich like tlio oljsoleto juoUiphysical jiriiu;i]ik'H in wliloli tlioy 
originalo, would bo equally daugorouH to Order and to Ihogioss. 

Wo see, then, that in tho total absmico of any iixod iiriuciples 
OQ which men can unite, tho policy required is oiio wliich eliall bo 
purely provisional, and liinilotl alniust ontiruly to the maintoiuinco 
of maloiial order. If ordor bo preserved, tho Hitiiutiou is in all 
otbor respects most favoucahlo to the wovlc of immUrl mul moral 
regonoration which will prepare the way for tiio flociuty of tlio 
futuro. Tho ostahlishmont of a Topublic in I'lnnco disprovo-s tho 
falso claims sot up 1^ offlcial wrilors in behalf of constiLutionnl 
govormnont, as if it was tho final iasuo of tho Rovolutiou. Koau- 
tiino there is nothing irrovocablo in tho ropublio itself, except the 
moral principle involved in it, tho absoluto and porniimunt pvepon- 
deranco of Sooial Vceling j in other words, Iho concunirnlion of all 
tho poM'ors of Man upon tho common wolfaro. 'L’hia ia the only 
maxim of tho day whicli wo can accojit ns final. I t needs no 
formal sanction, hocauso it is merely the expression of feelings 
generally avowed, all prt^rulicos against it having been entirely awopt 
away. Rut with tho doctrines and tho in.stitutions rcsuUiiig from 
; them, through which this dominion of social fooling is to bocomo 

j, an organized reality, tho ropublio has no dircot oonnoction; it 

i would bo compatible wiUi many dillbiont solutions of tho irroblum. 

i; Politically, the only irrovocablo point is tho abolition of inoimroby, 

I which for a long tiino has Ijcou in hTniico and to a less oxtoiib 

^ throughout tho West, tiro symbol of rotrogression. 

; Tliat spirit of devotion to tho public welfare, whvoh is tho 

nohlost feature of republicanism, is strongly opposed to any im- 
mediato attempts at political finality, as being inoompatiblo with 
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conscientious oiulenviuirs to finil a rcnl solution of socin! problems. 
For boftive tliu \n'ncU«:ul boIiiUdu can bo hoped for, a ftystemalie 
basis fur it numt exist: aiul Ibis wo enn Imrdly expect to find in 
Iho lOniimnU left to ns of Lbo old crowls. All that Llio Iruo philo- 
aopliur iliisiics is simply Limt tlio qitCHtioii of innrnl and intollcctiuil 
rcorRaniziitiun sbitll bo left to tho uiimslrictcd cflbrLs of tliiiikors of 
wlmtover school. And in ndvocaliiiK this ciiuso, ho will plead tho 
interests of the reimliHc, for tho anfoty of wliieli it is of tho utmost 
impovlftuco that no spcdixl set of pmiciples abould be placed \u\dcv 
oineial jiatroim'^o. liupubliciuusin, llum, will do far more to 
jirotccl free lbun(^lit, niid resist ])olUic4il oncroaehment, than was 
done dnriii/^' tho Orlortiiist KovorJiniont by tho i' 0 .ti’u''i'ado instincts 
of CatholieiHin. (Intholio ivsislanco to politieal reconstructions was 
strong, hut hliinl : iis plucu will now Ijo nioj-o tlmn supplied by wiso 
indifforoneo on lh» part of lbo ]mb)i<!, which has loarnt by oxperi- 
onco the iiuwilnblo [tdUwo of thmx incoherent attoiupta to rcaliao 
nictaphysienl UtoiiiiiH. Tlio only danger of tho position is lost it 
divert tlio public, ovoii lbo more rolhxUve jjorlion of it, from deep 
and conlinuoUH lliongUt, to pniclicnl oxiHjriintnils bascil on supor- 
lical and busty consideralioiiH. It niimt liu owned that tho toniper 
of iniud wliicli now provaila would Imvo boon most nnfnvourablo 
for tho original clnhoniLion of IktsiLivisin. That work, however, 
had alroiuly been acutunpliabed muhxr tln> Cunstitulional system ; 
wliicli, while not so ri’Htiidivo as the preceding gnvorninont, was 
yol sullicieiitly H(i l(» euncentrnlo our inlullecLiml powers, which of 
thomsclvuH would Inivn been loo fcoblo, upon the task. The 
original conci?i»tioii had imivod been formed during the preceding 
roign 5 Init its duYidupment and tUtlusiou took \)lacQ under tho 
parliamentary syKlcni. iVwitivism now olTors itself for practical 
aiiplicalion to tho tptcHlion of social inogruss, which has boeomo 
again tho pruminout quoalion, and will over remain so. Un- 
favouiTiblo as the pinseiit jiolllical Icnipor would have been to tlio 
rise of Posilivisiii, it is not at all so toils din'uaion; always sup- 
posing its teachers to bo mon of snllicicut dignity to avoid tlio 
auiu’o of piditicivl aml>llix»u inUx whiv.l\ lUiukeiH are now so uiit to 
fall, lly cxj)Iaiiiing, aa it nlonn can exjilaiii, tho futility and 
danger of tho various llU»|iian sciioinos which are now coinpoling 
with each other for tho reorgaiiixalion of fiocicly, J’ositivism will 
soon bo ablo to divert pnliliu atlonlion from these political 
chiiuevos, to tho ipiCKtion of a total i-oforiimlion of principles and of 
life. 

Itopnblicanism, thoxr, will olUiV no obalaclo U) the 
dilUision of Positivist pruK>ii»lc8. Jnctccu, tlioro is one lomiiip ivouui 
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1.0 ft Btop to- point of view from which wo nioy roRiivd it na tho 
wiircls tho w commcncomcnb of tho iiontifll sloto. It will gmdunlly 
rm"anilftcw- lead to tho rocognition of tho fvwulnmontiil inincipln 
porai iiowor. spintual power inuHb bo wliolly iinlojionilciit of 

every land of temporal power, wholhor conlral or local. It is not 
meto.ly that atatoamen will aoen havo to coiiFokh tlioir inability to 
(leeido on tlio morita of a dootriuo wliioh fiuppo.sofl an anioimt of 
deep sciontilic kiiowledgo from ^Yhioh thoy inuat iK'ooflflftvily bo 
precluded. Ileaulca this, tho dislurhaiici' caused hy tho nnihitioii 
of metaphysical schcinors, who arc incapuhln of umlorslaiuling tho 
times in whioli they livo, will induce tho iniblio' la willulraw tlioir 
confidence from such men, and give it only to tlioso who aro 
content to abandon all iioliticnl iivoH|ipclft, mul to dovoto Ibom- 
solvos to tlioir proper fniicUon as philosophora. Thun Uopuhli- 
canisin is, on tlio whole, favourablo to this groat prineijilo of 
Positivism, tho separation of loinporal from spiritual power, 
notwitlisLanding tlio temptations offorod to men who wish to cany 
their thcorios into immodiate application. Tho pvinci)>lo ftconis, no 
doubt, in opposition to all our rovolutioimry projinlicca. ]kit tho 
public, as woU as tho govornnioul, will bo brought to it by 
oxpovionco. Thoy will find it tho only moans of saving sacioty 
from tho consoqnoncos of metaphysical Utopias, by wliioh drdor 
and Progresa arc alike Ihrcatened. Thinkers too, (hose of them at 
least wlio aro sincoro, will cease to regard it with such blind anti- 
])alhy, when thoy boo that while it condemns tlioir asjiimliona to 
political influonco, it opens out to them a nohlo and most oxtonsivo 
sphero of moral innuonco. Iiulepondontly of social oonsidorations, 
it is the only way in which lire philosopher can nmlnlaiir the 
dignity to which his position ontitle.s him, and Avhicli is at presont 
80 often comprouiised by llio very succoss of his ])nlilical ambition. 

Tho political attitude which ouglit for the prosent to 
I830.°'”xi6«f5 ho assumed is so clearly iiulictUed by all tho oiroum- 
stances of the time, that practical instinct has in this 
respect anticipated theory. Tho right view is well 
expressed in tho motto, Litusrti/ and rtihlic Ordnr, which was 
adopted spontaneously by tho middle class at the commonoemont 
of the neutral poiiod in 1830 . It is not known who was the 
author of it; but it is certainly far too pvogrcsslvo to bo cQuaidetod 
as ropresenting Uie feelings of tho monarchy. It is not of course 
the expression of any systomatic convictions ; hut no inolaphyslcal 
school could havo pointed out so clearly tho two principal condi- 
tions required by tho situation. Positivism wliilo accepting it as 
an inspiration of popular wisdom, makes it luoro coniploto by 
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adding' two points wliicli aliould liavo been contained in it at first, 
only tlkal they wove Ivoo much opi>oaed to existing proj\uUccs to 
liftvo boon snnotioned by jniblio opinion. Both parts of tlio motto 
rociiiii'o 801110 oxpansion. Idborty ought to include perfect freedom 
of toacliing; INiblio Order should involve tlio propondormico of tho 
eontrftl puwor over tlio local. I subjoin a fow brief ronmiks on 
these two points, which will ho considered more fully in tho fourth 
volumo of tliis treatise. 

Positivism is now tho only consislont advocate of ^ 
free spcccli aiul froo onquiry. Schools of opinion sliniild l>o ox- 
whioli do not rest on demonstration, and would conse- 
quoiitly bo sliakon by any argiimcntativo nllacks, (»n 
never bo sincuro in Ihoiv wish for Liberty, in tho oxtoiidcd soiiso 
boro given to it, Liberty of writing wo have now had for a long 
timo. But bosido.s tins wo want liberty of speech; and also 
liberty of teaching; that is to say, tlie nbandonmont by tho State 
•of all ita oducationul monopolies, b'reedoin of teaching, of which 
I’ositivists nro tho only gonnino supirorters, lias bccoino a condition 
of tlio first importance: ami Uiis not merely os a provisional 
inoasuro, bub as an indication of tho normal state of things. In 
tho first plrtco, it is tho only inoiina by which any doctrino that has 
•tho power of fixing and harmonising men’s convictions can becomo 
goiicvally known. To logaliso any system of education would 
imply tliat such a doctrino liatl boon already found; it most 
assurodly is not tho way to find it. But again, freedom of teach- 
ing is a stop towarda tlio noviual sUvle ; it amownts to an admission 
that tho problem of education is ono which lompoml authorities 
aro ineompolont to solve, l^sitivists would bo tho last to deny 
that education ought to bo regularly organized. Only they assort, 
first, that as long ns tho spiriuial intorrogmim lasts, no organiza- 
tion is pos.^iblo; and secondly, that whonevor tho acccjitanco of a 
now synthesis makes it possible, it will bo ofTccted by tho spiritual 
power to which that ayntkesw gives rise. In Ibo mcantimo no 
goiioral syslom of State oducatiuii should be attomptod. It will bo 
well, liowovor, to continuo Statu asaistanco to tboso branches of 
instruction ivbich aro tho mo.st liablo to bo neglected by jnivato 
ontorpriso, especially reading and writing. Moreover, there aro 
•certain insUtntioiis oitbov oatabliaUcA or revived by the Convention 
for liiglior training in special subjects; theso ought to bo carefully 
prosorvod, and brought up to tho present state of our knowledge, 
lor they contain tho gorms of prinoiplos whicli will be most valu- 
able when tho problem of reoiganizing gonoral education comes 
•bofopo us. But all Iho institutions abolished by the Convention 


Crovornmcnt stJOUUl no aouui; oxoroiao uoiisuuit vifjimucu uvur an 
private odiicatioiinl insliluUons; but Ibis should have nothing Lo 
do with tlujii' doclrinos, but with thoir inoiality, n point scan* 
(lalonsly noglcctccl in tlio pi'oscnt state of llio law. Thoeo should 
bo tho limits of stale inlorforoiico in educnUun. With thiiso oxcop- 
tions it should ho loft to tho unrostriclod o/TorLH of privnto 
associations, so ns to givo overy oppovtunity for a clclinitivo 
educational syslom to eslnblish ilsolf. For to ])i'otend that any 
satisfactory system exists at prcsonl would only ho a liypocriLlenl 
subterfuge) on tho part of tho auUiorilics. 'i'lio mo.si imporlant 
step towards freedom of oducation would bo tho suppres.sion of all 
giants to theological or mcUiphysicnl soclotics, leaving each man 
free to 8Upi)ort tho roligion ami tho Bystoin of instriictiun wlhcli ho 
prefers. This, howovor, should bo cmried out in a just and liberal 
spirit wortliy of tho cause, ami without tho loast taint of paraoiml 
dislike or party feeling. Full indomnity sliould ho given to 
mombor.s of CluirchoB or Univorsilios, upon whom thtwo changes 
would coino unoxpoctodly. By acting in tliis spirit it will Ijo far 
loss difiicult lo carry out measures which aro obviously iinlicnlod 
by the positiori in which wo sland. As thoro is now no docUino 
which commands gonornl nssont, it would bo an net of rotrogression 
to givo legal sanction to any of tlio old creeds, wlialover llieir 
former claim to spiritual ascomlancy. It is ijuito in accordauco 
with tho ropublican spirit lo infiiso such sanction, notwitlmtanding 
tho tendency that thoro is lo allow idoologist.H to succeed to tho 
Academic olficos hold under tho constitutional systuin by psycho- 
logists. 

Order do- Posilivisin will Imvo ns bnuoficial an influencfl 

wi'itaiioir'^' Pt'hlic Onlor as on Inlierty. It holds, in oK^ict op- 
“ '■ position to revolutionary projudicus, that tho contral 
power should pvopondemlo over tho lowd. Tho consLitulionnlist 
principle of sopavivting tho li^islativo from tho exoowtivo ia only an 
ompiiicnl imitation of tho laiger principle of sojiaraliiig lomporal 
ami spiritual powor, which was adopted in tho jiliddlo Agos. 
Thoro will always bo a contest for i>oUUcal supvmuacy botwoou tho 
contral and local authoritios ; ami it is an error into wliioh, from 
various causos, wo have fallen rccontly, to attompt lo bnlanco thorn 
against each other. Tlio wliolo tendency of FvoncU history has 
boon to let tho central power propomlovato, until it dogonorjitod 



that It is moil) inuctioiil ami Iws likoly lo aut up any claims to 
spiritual iiilluoiu'ii. 'thin liiiit fiuiliiro is of llio liighest impoiLniico, 
flm\ is lilu'.ly to hccomu uv^vy lUy jnom mwkwl. ^Vhnicas tho 
local or k'giHliitivo jiuiviu-, not haviii" ila functiona clearly ilcfinod, 
is very apt to iuU'ifi'ru in Uicorotic-al ciucsLiuns without hoing in 
any Houaii ipmlilicil fnriloiiig ko. IIh prop«mdemiw’.o would, thmi, 
in most cuhi-h Im injiirimw to intulluelunl frcoilom, whifili, ns it fools 
iiislinotivoly, ^YiU ultinmtuly vosult in Uio riso of ii spiritual 
authority dcHtiiioil to HUjii'i-rtinUi its own. On tho akojigtli of those 
toiuloiicicH, which liuvu iiovt-r hefom boon oxplainod, Positivists 
have little hcHitutiou in Hiding in almoat all eases \Yilh Iho central 
as against llio local iiowor. J *iHlo.H()phnr8, whom no ono can acciiso 
of roai^lionist or sorviln vii>wn, who Imvo givon up nil political 
prospaotn, and wlin an' ilovoLing tlioiiiHelves wholly to the work of 
spiritual rnorgunization, need nol, 1 h» afraid to toko this course; 
and they ought to i^xerL tUoiiwuilvcrt vigorously in making the 
central power prapomh’innt, limiting Un» XiiiicUons of the local 
power to wliat is atrioUy iniliH|H)n«ahla And, notwilhalanding all 
appoarnnccH to tho contrary, rcpuhlictmiain will lielp to modify llio 
rovolutiomiry fooling on this point. It romoves tho distrust of 
authority caviac.d naturally hy Uu\ i-otrogcado spirit of tho old 
jiioimi'cliy; and it nuikoK it casitw to i-oprofw any furlltcr tondoncios 
of tlio same kind, without imccRsilAllng nn oiiUro change in the 
ohaructor of our policy for tho sake of providing against a contin- 
gonoy, of wliicli llntio is now ho Httlo four. As soon us tho central 
powov huH given Kulliciont proof of its pvogvcs.sivo intentiouft, thcro 
will bo no imwilliiigiicHH on ilm imrt of tho French ])ublic to 
I'OSti'ict tho powiM'H of tho logiulalivo body, wliolhor by reducing it 
to ono-tliii'd of it-H present mimbm-H, wljicli aro so for too large, or 
even hy limiting its funetiuiiH to tlio nimunl vote of llio 8ii])plios. 
During the last phase uf Um counlcistovolulion, and tho long 
poriod of parliammiLiiry govurnmont which followed, a slnto of 
fooling baa ariaon on tluH Hubjccl, which is quite exceptional, and 
whioli sound philoauphioal teaching, ami wise action on tlio part of 
govommont, will onwily modify. It ia inoonsislont with tho wliolo 
oouvso of b’veueh history ; and oirly Iwvdw ua into Iho mistako of 
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Such, lhcT», 18 Ulo way in whirh I’lwUiviniii ivouW j. 
connection of inlcL'prot Ulcso two primary fontltlioiiH of om- ])it)9ont A 
Ltbony with policy, Liborty anti Public Ortlov. llul boHuU'H Lliia, it 
explains mul conlinns the coiniccUim wliicli exieta 
botwcon tlicni. It teaclies, in tlio first pliioo, thiitliun liborty is | 

impossiblo at preaent without the vi^oioua cioiiLiol t)f a coiitml i, 

power, progressive in tlio true Bciiso tif tlio wortl, wise cnnugli to j 
abdicale all spiritual induence, and kcoi' to iU own piuulical i 
fimctions. Such a power ia ncetlccl in oiilni' to chcclc tlio ilcspotic ?■ 
spirit i)f tho various doctrines now in voguo. An all of tboin avo 
niorc or less inconsIstonLwiUi tljo prinoiplo of aopiiriilion of jiowoi-s, 
they M’oiild all bo willing lo employ fnrciblo iiii'iuiH of Hocm-ing I 
uniformity of opinion. Ilcsklcs, the nmirthy wliicli in ciuineil by I 
our spiritual iuterrcgniim, might, but for n fttrong govornmont, very I 

])robably intorforo with the iibiloaophienl frcudoiii which wo now I 

enjoy. Convorsoly, nnloss Liberty in llio houho horo Hpokan of bo 1 

granted, it will bo nn\>os8iblo for the contral power to maintain | 

itself in tho position which public onlor i-equiren. ^I’ho ohstaclo to |’ 

that position at ptcaonl is Uio fear ol rcftction ; mul a ftcrupuloua | 

regard for fieodom is the only monna of voinoviiig thcao feolinga | 

which, though porhajis unfoimdcd, nro but too nnlurnl. All foais | 

will bo allayed at once when liborty of iimtnietion iiiul naHOciation I 

becomes part of tho law of the land. Tlioio will tlmii bo no hopo, I 

and indeed no wish, on tho [Mirt of govonmiont to regulato our I 

social institutions in conformity with any particular dootrino. I 

The object of this clmplor hna been lo ahnw tho social value of I 
Positivism, 'Wo Imvo found tliat not iiiorcly does it throw light 1 

upon our Futuro policy, but that it also teaches us how to act upon I 

tho Present; and these imlicationa have in botli casos boon based p 
upon oaroful oxamination of tho Past, in accordanco with tho ; 
fundamental laws of human dovolopmonU Ilia tho only aystoin 
capable of Inurdling tho pioblom now proposed by the more 
advanced portion of our race to all who would claim to guide 
thorn. That problem Is Ibis; to reorganize human life, irrosnoo- 
tiyoly of god or king; recognizing tlio obligation of no motive, 
whothor piibho or private, other Own Sooial Pooling, aided in duo 
measure by tho positive acionco and practical onorgy of Man. 
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TIIK ACTION oi’ I’OSI'l’IVISftr UPON TIIK WOHKINO CLASSES. 

VOHl’l’IVISM wlirllid’ Uliikc**! (lb IIH a pllilowipliicill 

eysloui or hh uu iiiHliuiiHint hwuiI iviujvuUnu, aumob vu'cnitDc.'i'i^ 
count utHm much hiiiiiiniL from unv of Uui cIhssh-h, '■‘'J'"' iinuif to 
M'liiillici' III (/liuivh ur Slut(», Iiy wlmm tuo giivorniiiout Oi-ns, ho 

of iiiiiiikimi liiiM liitlicilii lunm uomluclnl. Tlicro ivill 
i)0 iHoliilcil f'Xci'ptiiiiiH of gvfub Viiluu, Hinl llnwy ivill 
BOOH hiu'omi! inoi-i' numi'rouH: bub Um pngmUct’s iiml pussioua of 
tliOHo ('liissis will lU'cHotil KuriouH olislncIcM to llu* work of inoml 
mill iiiciiliil iciugtiiii/JiLii'U wbicli uuiwlltulca hoohikI ]>haao of 
tho gi'ciit AVc.stci'ii I'oviiluliou. 'I’lmir fnuUy cilmsition uud ihoii 
ropiigiiiuicu to Hyntcm piojuilico llu*m iioainst ii phihisopliy wliicli 
BuboiiliimloH Hpiic.iiilitii'.H to gciuuul jiriiiriplcs. Tlii-iu luiHLocvulic 
iiiBliiiclM iimko it Very ilillicuH for tlicm in itcoi'uIso tlm hupronmey 
of .Sociiil ,l‘’ci'liiig ; that iloclriun wliich Uch uI. tlm root of Booial 
I'ogoiionilion, aa coiic.oivcil }iy iNwitiviam. 'I'lmt no aiippoit can hu 
oxpci’li'il from 111" (iluHjifH who wem in llm ascondant befuro llio 
Kovohitioii, ia of ciairao obvioua; ami wn ahull pi-uhuhly meat witli. 
oppoHitioii, ipiiti) im real (hough iimru i-iuvfnlly conocahal, from tha 
iniiUlh' chiKsca, to wlmm that I'ovnlulioii tmiiafumHl liiu autliurity 
(uul Hocial iullui'iM i! wliich tlmy hail haig Imcai coveting. 'I'licir 
thougiiU avo milively augnwmnl with Uui awpiieitinu of pt)^YOV j ami 
thoy conciiru IheiiiHalvoH hub liblln with tho imalo in which it irf 
UHCil, or tho objci'lrt to which ib is ilircclod. 'rimy wara iiuilo coii- 
vinci’tl that llm Uovolutiou liml fniiml a HnliHfaclury issua in tlm 
parliaimiuLary Hynlem inslituli'il (luring Ilia ivcaiit pariod of [toliti- 
Oal ui-cilluLioii. ’.I'luiy will long conliinw to regivt ihuL slalionary 
poriod, hacaiiHo it was peculiarly fnvouinhla to their rcstlati.s 
ambition. A iimvanmiit landing to tho cniaplcb ragcimmliou of 
society is alinoHt as mnah dintiulad now by Uio niiddlo ulasBcs im it 
was rnrnunly by tlia liiglii'r. Ami both wenihl ab idl avonts agrou 
in prolonging tlm Hystain of tlmologianl hypocrisy, us fur as vopub- 
lican inHiitutions miinitti'il of it. Thiib policy is now the only 
nioaiw by wbioh rulrogruBaion is still poHsibla. ignoble as it is, 
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tlicro lU'O two molivcs for nAopUiif* il; it pi'cnvi n v("=]ii>ci, mid H,d). 
mission on Uio jwirt of Iho nms.sra, nml it no iiiiplonennt 

duties on limii' govimiorp. All llmii- (nili'-nl iiud iiuitniiliywcal 
piojiidii-os iiuli.sposo Oicm In lornitiitilc llin .sUilt! nf H^ijiilunl 
anarchy which is Iho groftloHt obshndo [o sorinl i f'^i’iicralioii : wliilo 
at the sumo time llicir miihilion llm ('Hlii]iii.><liniriit of a now 

moral authority, tho rostrictivn iiilhicm-i! of wliictli wdiiUl of courso 
press most lionvily wprm tlmmsulvcH. In llu' fi^liltu'ntli contiiry, 
inon of rank, and oven kings, ncccplcd Iho puii'ly ncgutivai jiliilo* 
sophy that was then iuvoyuo; iln’nmvi'tl Jiiniiy ohsliuOi'.H, it was 
an easy path to rcpnlalion, nml it iinposi'd no groat Himrilic.i'. ]hit 
wo can hanlly hope from lliift pri’Ciah-iil. tliiit llm wcaltliy anti 
litovary clas.so3 of our own timo will bo (‘tjimlly willing to accopt 
Po.sitivc philosophy ; tho avowed pnrpnstmjf wliieh ia Lo disciplino 
our iiitclioctuol powora, in onlor lo reovgani/o mir modes of 
life. 

The avowal of such a pur]Kmo i.s .([uiLo millieii'nl Ui jirovoiit 
l^ositivism from gaining llio flympalhies of any {inn of llm govovn* 
ing classes. Tho classes lo wliieh it imist a|i|)i’iil nrn tluiKo wlio 
have been left untrained in tlio pri'si'iit wiirtlili'ss iiMitlioda of 
instruction bywords and entities, wlio am aniumltal with strong 
social instincts, and who consequently have tho javgoHl slonk of 
good sense and good feeling. Jn a wonl it ia uimmg Llm Working 
Glasses that tho now philosnphera will (lud their moHl, euovgotic 
allies. They ai-o tho two cKlromo terms in llm sficial Riaies as 
finally eonatitulcdj mid it is only tlmmgli Ilnur (amihiimd action 
that social regoucraUon can becouw a pmctioid ju^ssihility. >11)1- 
withstamling their differoneo of position, a dilh-nuntn wliiuli iiuUiod 
is more apjiarcnt limn real, tlioro are Hlrong alllniliuH Irntwiaui them, 
both morally and intcUcclunlly. Both have Vho naino somm of tho 
real, the same preference for tho useful, and llin namo Uunhuicy to 
subordinato siwcial jwinla lo goneial prineiploH. Muriilly they 
rcsftmblc each oLhov in ^netosily of (eoling, in wise nmuincorn for 
inatcrinl prospects, and in iiulilfmoiico to worhlly grnndiuir. This 
at least will bo the caso ns soon as philosojdiorH in the Irnc' soiiso of 
that word hav(Mn\xcd sufTiciontly with tho iioblor iimmliorH of the 
working classes lo miao thoir own clmraelor to its projior lovol. 
"When tho sympathies which niiito them njioii tlioso oasontial 
points have Umo lo show IhomsclvcH, it will bo full that tho 

philosopher w, under (Jortain aspects, a member of tbo working 
•class fully trained j while the working man is in many rosjioots a 
philosopher without the tmimiig. Both loo will look with similar 
aeohngs upon tho intomiodiale or capitalist class. As that class is 
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nccosH/u-ily tlu! posHCKsm' oE matorial iiower, Iho pecimiai-y oxislonco 
oE both will na iv v\il« \m tlnpowloul upon it. 

Tluiso nninitioH follow tm a iialuml result from llicir Tiioworkinc 
respooUvo position u)u\ fnnolionfj. Thu roasnn of lliciv wi'o no- 
not liaving boon nico^oiiHud iiioro cliHtiiiolly is, Hint nt ifiJHH'fftiOTr" 
pi'caont wo havo iiolhinp; that onii Im ciillud a pluloso- 
phio class, itr at li'iisL it is only r«prcaciUccl by n few uunofcomp°S^ 
isolated typos. A\hii'lcin{!n worlliy of llinir position nro 
Imppily far loss rarn; but liiLhiulo it is only in Kmneo, R'^neionasym- 
or mllior in I’aris, tlitd. llioy Imvn shown tlumiselvcs in 
tlicir tiuo lii^bt, ns num cnuiucipalcil from clumnricid liolicfs, and 
caroloss of tbo oinply prcslij^a of aocial ])08itioii. It is, llion, only 
in PiUiH that thn (vuUi of Uuv \icwa’AUug romarks eau bo fully 
verified. 

'I’bo occu]M\liona of working nwu wo ovidcutly far niovo con- 
clncivo to j)liilnH<ipiiiciil views tlinn ihasa of iho middlo classes j 
sinco they aro not HO absorbing as to provent contimions thought, 
ovoii during tlio liouis of labour. Ami Ih'HkIcs having moia time 
for tliinking, lln'y havo a moral atlviinlago in tbo nls^onco of any 
rcdpunsibility when their work is ovor. Tbo workman is pro-sorvod 
by Ilia position from Uni Hclmnu'S of nggniiulisomonl, wliich nro 
consliinlly liaininsiiig the capilaliHl. Thoiv din'enmeo in Uiia res- 
pect causes a c.itrreHpoiiding dilfonmoo in Uiuir modes of thought; 
tlio ono carey moi'o for geiterul principles, Iho olhor more for 
details. To a seiisililo workman, tlm Hystom of diaporaivo apceiality 
now so muoli in vogue hIiowh itaolf in its trim light, Ito sees it, 
tliat is, to 1)0 hnitaiizing, becauKO it would condnum bis inlolloct 
to Iho most )vnltvy nuide of e.ultnro, ro much bo that it will uovov 
bo accoplcd in l''i'anc(i, in apitoof tlio irmlioiml oiulcavoiirs of our 
Anglo-maniae iieonoiniHls. To tho capilnlisi, on Iho contrary, and 
oven to tbo man of soimico, (hat flystom, howovor rigidly and con- 
sisLoiitly enniod out, will Heem far Icbb degi-ading; or lalhor it will 
bo looked upon ns mo.st diwinible, unless liia oducatiou 1 ms been 
suoli as to counteract LIk'ho tembmeies, and to give bim Iho dcsiro 
and tlio ability for abstinet and goiioral thmiglit. 

Morally, tbo contraat botwoeii tbo iwailion of the workman and 
tbo capitalist is oven more striking. I’roiul as moat inon aro of 
worldly success, tlio degreo of nioml or montal oxcollonco impliod 
in tlio acfpiisition of wealth or power, ovon when the moans used 
havo boon strictly logitinmto, is Iiardly eucli ns to justify that prido. 
Looking at inlviusic i^uaUtioa rathor than at visiblo toaulla, it is 
obvious tliat pvaoticid success, wliotbor in industry or in war, 
depends far more on ohavaolor thwi on inlolloct or ail’ocUou. The 


8ucci.'8H. Iiulocd it would hardly bo on cxiij/gondioii to sny Unit 
povorty of tlioughb ami fooling Iioh ofloii HDiimthiiig lo do with 
forining and maiutniuiug tho diaiwsition recjuinito for llm purpose. 
Yigoroua exertion of tlio nctivo powers is nioro frcipioiilly induced 
by iho personal propoiwitics of avarice, omliitioii, or vaiiily, llmii 
by tho liiglior instincts. Suporiority <»f })naitioii, wliun Icgiliumtcly 
obtained, doBcvvea rceiwclj but llw \jbiIoHnpUov, like llu\ ndigiouiat, 
and wilU slill botloi* groumlB, rofusos lo regai\[ it ns u proof of 
moral superiority, a conclusion winch would bii wholly at vavianco 
with tho triio theory of hnman imtum 
Tlio lifo of tlio workman, on tho ollmr liniid, is far iiinio favoumblo 
to tlio dovclopmcnt of the nobler instinclH. In lunctiaal tpmlitics 
hu is usually not wanting, oxcopt in ciintioii, a dnlioioiioy wliicli 
makes his onorgy and pcrsovoranco loss ua<‘ful to liiiUBulf, though 
fully available for society. Hut it is in llio tixtu ciso of tlio higlier 
feoliuga that tUo luocal aupotiotity of tho working cluaa is moat 
observable. When our hnlnla and opinions Iiuvu been brought 
under the influence of syslcm&tio principlew, the true ebametev of 
this class, wliich forms tho basis of modern Hocioty, will becoiuo 
more distinct j and wo shall see llialhomo nir(!eLi<iii8 are imluvally 
stronger with them than with tho middle classen, who are too muon 
ougrossed with poraonal inloioals for Uio full unjoynuint of domes- 
tic tics, sun moro ovidentis thoir superiority in wocial feelings 
strictly so culled, for those with thoin are called into daily oxorciso 
from earliest ohildhoofl. Hero it is that wo find llio highest and 
most gonuino types of friondship, and this oven amongst thoao 
who aiQ placed in a dc\)cndcnt pcaiUou, nggvavntcd ofUuv by the 
aristocratic prejudices of tlioso above tliom, and wliom wo might 
imagine on that account condbmnoil to a lowor mond standard. 
■Wo find sincero and simplo rosnoct for superiovs, unlninted by 
smihty, not ■vitioted by Uio prido of loarning, not dislnrbed by 
tho jealousies of compoUtion. Tlioir porsunal oxperioneo of tlio 
misorios of lifo is a constant stimulus lo tho nobler sympathjos. 
In no class is there so strong an incontivo to Bocial feeling, at least 
to the feeling of Solidarity bolwcou conlompomrios ; for all are 
conscious of tho qup]^)orb that thoy dorivo from union, support 
which is not at al^ incompatible with strong individnality of char- 
actor. The aonao of Goatiuuity with the past hna not, it is true, 


Ill niiy oinur, x'luiio, uuu) I'liiiu iii imi uLiur iiutiuiicu oi any t^ysiuiiia- 
Uc ctUicalioii, all tliuHO muial oKcuUoucca mual Ijo looked u\Jou us 
inlioiout ill tlio cluss. It ia iinpuaaiblo to ntlrilwLo thorn to 
thcoloj<icfll inniicnco, now that thoy liiivoso onlircly aliakon ofT tho 
old faitli. Tlio typo .1 Imvo doacribud would bo goiiomlly coii- 
aidorod iiim^dnuiy ; and ut pieacnt it ia only in Paris that it can bo 
fully roali/ed. Jlut tho Ifuit of its oxialonco in tho contro of 
Woatovn J'hiropu in onuugh fot all rational obsorvoi-s. A typo ao 
fully in aecindivnco with what wo know of hmnnu mlnvo cannot 
fail nltiiualcly to apwad ovtn-ywlioro, capocinlly wlion thoso apon- 
tftUoowB loiuleneius avo placed uudor lUo aystomatic guidance of 
Poaitivisin. 

Thcao I'oniurkH will prupurn na to approoiato tho wise cJnvonnon^''° 
and gdiuu'oiiH inatiiicta of tho Convonlion in looking lo rou,; but tuoy 
tiio Prolotiiriiito as tlio niaiiiHpring of its poHcyj mul 
Ihia not tmuidy on account of tho iuoUkMiUil danger of 
foioiKii invaaioii, lint in dualing with tho largor tiKihoymi 
(piOHlioii of Hociid vogonuratiun, which it inirsuod so 
aidontly, tlioiiKli in auch ignonmeu of its true principles. Owing, 
however, to the Nvaut of a HatiMfuetovy ayaUnn, and the disoidev 
produced hy lliu niotajiliyHiunl tluiorica of tho liino, tlio spirit in 
wliioli this (dliancu witli the people was framed was incoinpatibio 
with tlio real ohjoct in viuw. .ft was consideind tliat govcriiinont 
ouglit fiH a rule to ho in tlio hands of tho pooplo. Kow undor tho 
special ciiumiiaLancos of Lh« tiino popular govornnicnt was un- 
doiiblodly very UHoful. Tlio oxiaionco of tho ropiihlic dopoiulccl 
almost onliroly upon the ]irolotiinalo, tho only class that stood 
uiiolmkon and true to ila inineiplen. Ihit in tho absolute spirit of 
tho vecoived \ieUUeul theovicH, lluo aUilo of things was rogavdod as 
noi'Jiml, a view wliicli ia ineompntiblo with tho most important 
comlilioiis of modorii society. It is of course always right for tho 
jicoplo to aHHiat goverinnont in eiirpyliig out llio law, oven to the 
oxtoiiL of pliysicid furoo, slionid tho euso roqiilro it. Intorforonco 
of tliis Buboidiiiato Icind, wliotlior in foroign or inlornal quostiouB, 
so far from loading to anarchy, is obviously a gimrantoo for order 
whicii ought lo exist in every properly conalitutcd society. Indeed 
ill this respect oui: habits in Inanco aro slill very dofootivo; mon 
ave too often content to voniain nioro lookova on, while tho police 
to whom thoy owe ihoir daily protoctiou is doing its duty. But 
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It is oiiiv PosiUvism cojocta tho uiuln\ihyaioAl dooti'ino of Iho 
wefffiho Sovomigiilry of Iho pcojilo. .Bui il njipioininlca all 
"^flovo- V2(A\y sound in Urn doeUiJ^c, and Lius %viU\ 

Itm'. lofoienco not mowsly to oxco])Li<tniil oases but to tlio 
noi-mal state ; vlulo nt tho aaino liino It HUimlH nj'uiiiHt ibo dangev 
involved in its application as an absolulo truth. In tlio Imiids of 
tho revolutionary party tho doctrino is goncrally used to justify 
tlio right of inaari'cclion. Now in Positive Polity, lids light is 
looked ui)on as an ultiinnlo wwouroo, with which no eouioty sliould 
allow itself to dis^wnso. Absoluto sulmuBHion, wliic.h is too 
strongly inoulcated hy modern CatholiciHin, would ox'poHO us to 
the danger of tyranny. InsnneoVion niivy bo vogtudod, scionti* 
fically, as a sort of rcjmi'ativo criais, of which sociotu’s stand in 
more need than individuals, in accordance willi tho widl-known 
bielogical law, that tho higher and the more! complicated the 
organism, tlio nioro froquont and also tho more diuigorous is Uie 
patbologicnl state. Thoroforo, tlio fear that I’ositivisin, when 
generally accepted, will oncourngo passive obedience, is perfectly 
groundless ; ixlthongU it i« certainly not favourable to tlio pure 
revolutionary spirit, which would fain tiiko the disoimo far the 
normal ty^io of hcalUi. Its whole chamctiw is so oasontially 
relative, that it finds no diiTionlty in accepting subordination ns the 
rule, and yob allowing lor oxcoplional oases of revolt ; n course by 
which good taste and huiiiaii dignity nro alike satisfied. Positivism 
looks upon insurrection os a dangerous remedy tliat should bo 
reserved for extroino cases ; but it would never scrnplo to sanotiou 
and even to oncourago it when it is really incliH]ion»ablo. This is 
quite compatihlo with refusing, os a rule, to submit the decision of 
political questions and tlio choico of rulers to judges who nro 
obviously iucom^Mitent j and who, nndov tho inliuunco of Posi- 
tivism, will of their own froo will abdicate rights which nro 
subversive of order. 

metaphysical doctrine of tho Sovuroignty of tho 
oxpi'osslon Is people, coiilaiiis, however, a truth of pornianont value, 
^ vory confused form. This trutli Positivism 
wopTo sboiiid soparatoa very distinctly from its diuigorous alloy, yet 
SeatXe&tof withouti weakening on the contrary, with tho otfuct of 
goverumottt. onforolng, its social import. Thoro aro two distinct 




involcnil in tlin anntdiiicoiiK'nl of any sjincml mcnsui-o, of wliicli tlio 
motives nro ftiiilicionlly inli'lligilifo, ami which diroctly conconi tlio 
practical intovesU of iho wholo ccmnmmity. UihW Lhia hoad 
would ho iiK’.ludod dociHiouH of law contts, dcclaralions of wav, oto. 
When socinty lias icucIh’iI tlio I’osilivo slnlo, awl Iho sourq of 
nnivovsal solidariLy is movo giniomlly tlinhsad, there will bo oven 
moro siguiricmicn and di/'jiity in aiioh oxprepsioiiB t)mn thovo is now, 
bccanso tho nainn iiivolcod will no longer ho tlint of n special 
nation, hut Unit of Uunmnity as o whole. It would ho absurd, 
howovov, to uxtmul this practice to thoao alill wore nmnerous eases 
wliovo the pooplo ia iucompotout to express any opinion, ami has 
uioroly to adopt tlio oiiinifin of aiiporior ofllccra who have obtainoii 
its coidldmicc. This imiy ho owing either to tlio difllcnlty of the 
qiination or to llio fact of its ajiplication being iiulircct or liinilod. 
Such, for inslunco, wouhl bo (innclmonta, very often of great im- 
porlanoo, which doiil with saientiflo i»rinciplcs; or again most 
quoations vcliiling to special pvofcaaionR or hmnehoa of industry. 
In all these oiihoh popular good flonao would, under Positivist 
inllitcnce, ouHily bn knitt oli-ar from polilionl illusions. It is only 
under thn stimulus of iui'{u]>bysieiil pride that sitcli illusions 
bccomo dniigmoim ; and tlio nn^ught tuasscs have but iilUo ox* 
porionco of lids fooling. 

Thorn is, however, anolhnr tynth implied in tho expression, 
Sovereignty of tho tiotqdo. Tt impUca that it ie the Arst of duticfi 
to concontralo all Iho oHVirts of Hocloty upon tho common good. 
Ami in this llioro is a more diwict roforoiico to tho working class 
than to any other; Ilrst, on account of their iminonso inmiorical 
Buporiorit}', and, spi'ondly, bocanae the diirienltioa by which thoir 
life is flurroundml rcijuirn Hpoeial inlcrfnronco lo a dogieo which for 
other classcft wonhl bo nnuevussary. b'l-om thia point of view it is 
a priuciplo which all Lino ropuhlicana may accopL It is, in fact, 
idontioal wltli what wo Imvo hud down na the nnivomnl basis of 
morality, tho direct and porinanent preponderance of social fooling 
over all povsonal iiituicsta. Not merely, then, is it incoiporatcd by 
Positivism, Iml, as was shown in the Aral clmplor, it forms tho 
primary prinoipiu of iho ayslnm, oven under tho intolleoinal aspect'. 
Since tho decline of OthoUciRm tlio meUtpUysical apivib has liocu 
provisionally tho guardian of this great aocinl prcconl. Positivism 
now finally appropriatos il., ami puvincH it for tho fnturo from all 


involved in Iho inotnpliysicnl moclo of ivj'imling it. 

Tiic i‘coi)io'a Wlint then, il will bo iwlonl, is tliu jiai L ussii.'iicil lo 

cusiatu'o^irf Prolotaiiato in the Himl i:oii«tilulion of sociotyl 
uiai nowor lu Tlio sumlnrity of position wliieli 1. pDintud ont be- 
wtion of gJf- t"’ccn tliomsolvos niul llio ii}jiloH(i])liio uIiihh snij^goals 
vcrnniQMt. tlto aitswor. Thoy will lio of Iho Jinml (issenliiil servico 
to l\\o apivilwal powoT in each of iU Uwoo Roeiul fv\uv.liouR, judg- 
incut, counsol, and oven oducalion. All tlio inlidlectiml dial moral 
ciiialities that wo liavo just imlicatwl in this cIuhh eonuiu' in lilting 
them for this sorviea If wo except tho philosophic body, which 
is Iho recognized organ of gunonil prinoipins, thero is no class 
which is so habitiially incliucd lo Uiko oomprohniiHivo views of any 
subject. Thoir suporiorily in Socinl Peeling is still moro obvious. 
In this ovou tho best philosophers are rarely their iujunls ; and it 
would bo a most bonoficinl eorrecUvo of their lomloncy to over- 
abstraction to corao into daily contact willi tho noblo ami spon- 
taneous instincts of tho ))ooplo. 3*he working class, thoii, is butter 
qualilioil tlmn any othor for midoi-slamiing, ami still imiio for 
symiiatliising with tho highest truths of momlity, though it may 
not bo ablo to givo them a eyatomatic form. Ami, ns wo huvo soon, 
it is in social moiuUty, tho moat im\wrtant and lUo highest of tho 
lliveo branches of Ethics, that their suponority is most observable. 
Jlosides, iiulcpondontly of their intrinsic morits, whether inlulloc- 
Uiai ov moral, tho nocoasitics of ihoir daily lil'o servo to impress 
them witli rosiMict for the groat rules of morality, wliioli in most 
eases woru framed for their own pi-olccUon. To socuio tho appli- 
cation of these rules in daily life, is a fiincUon of Iho spirilual 
power in tho performance of wliicli they will moot witli but sliglit 
assistance from tho mkUllo classes. It is with them that toiiiporal 
power naturally resides, and it is thoir misiiso of power tlnit has to 
bo controlled and sot right. Tho working classes aro tho chief 
sufferers from tho scinshness and doiniuoering of meu of wealth 
and power. For this reason thoy are the likoliust to como forwaixl 
in defonco of public momlity. And thoy will bo all tho moro 
disposed to givo it their hearty support, if thoy have uathing to du 
directly with political admiiiistratioii. Habitual paiLicipution in 
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(lolccL tlio iitlev linltfjwnfiBH of Um ofr-lmiid flolutioiiR that aro now 
hoiiiR ohlnulcd iiiuiu ut^ Tho peoplfi will rapidly hcconio con- 
vinced that lha ann-Rt mcUuul uf RnliRfying all Icgitimaio claims 
lies in tlio iiiorril tigoncicH which Poeiliviam offoifl, though it 
apjicals to tluim iit (ln» Hftino tinio to ithdinila political power winch 
oilhot yieUlw thoui ov vcRnllH i\i anrivchy. 

So iifitnral is UnH lomlciifly of Iho jjoophi to rally round tho 
apii'itnnl powor lu di'foncn of morality, that wn find it to have 
hcon tho caatj even in nu'dimvai lime». Indeed thin it is which 
oxpiaiiifi tho fiyinpiithii-H which Catholiowm ntill retains, notwith- 
sLanding its Rt^nenil dcidino, in Um couiitrioR whoro Prolealantism Ims 
failed to (!Hl!ihliHh ilHi'U. KiiporTminl olworvcrs often mistiiko Ihoao 
syinpalliieH for ovidoiu-o of Bincoro atlncdunout to tho old croods, 
though in ]ioint of fact thoy nvo moro thoroughly undorininod in 
Ihofio counlnoK than nnywhoro olno. It ifl nn historical error which 
will, Iiowover, w»m ho wnixsctod hy tlio rocoption which tlioso 
nations, so wrongly iinngiimd to ho in a hackward Hlago of political 
(lovclopmont, will glvo to '.PoKitivlKiu. Por they will soon soo its 
superiority lo (laLlniMcIrtin in HuUMfying tho primary necessity with 
which tlioir sooiiil jimUncU nfo no justly proocoupiccl. 

Tn tho Midilhi Agtw, however, tho rolatinne hotwoon tho working 
classes ami tlin prh'Hthood worn Iminiioml by tho institution of serf- 
ngo, which was not wholly alKilished until (lalholicism had hogun to 
deolino. In fact; a ciu'vfiil sUnly of history will show that ono of 
tho principal ctumcH of ils decline was tho want of popular support. 
Tho modiiuval (dmrrii was a imhlo, hnt promaturo nttompt. Dis- 
belief in ilH diiclrinrs, and nlHO rolrogiiulo lendonoics in its diroc- 
lora, ha<l virtiiidly deafroyed it, heforo the rrololnriato hud attained 
suITiciont social iinporlaiieu lo support it siicccssriilly, supposing it 
could liavo (U>sorv(;d llmir su])porL Put we aro now sniriciontlj^ 
advanced for tho pnrfecd ivnlizabion of tho Cntliolio ideal in I^osi- 
tivism. And the principal moans of ronlizing it will ho tho forma- 
tion of iin allinnco hntwenji pliilosophors and tho working classes, 
for wliich Iwtli aro alike propai-od by tho negative and positive pro- 
gross of tho last (Ivn euuturies. 

Tlio direct ohjoct of their comhined notion will bo go,,,, 

to sot in motion tim foroo J>f Ihiblio Opinion. All binoa 
views of the future comUUuu of socioty, tho viows of fovWrtUon ut 
practical mon as well aa of philosopliio thinkors, ngreo r'lWioOiiinion. 
in llio boliof tliat tho principal feature of tho atato to wlilch wo 


overy ono to livo aa lar os pogsimo waiioui coninnuiiiflni;, uio putiliQ 
will bo intrusted with a strong cheek upon llio lifo of tlio imlividunl. 
Nowtlmt all theological illusions havo bncoiiK' ho (‘iitiroly obsolulo, 
the need of such a check is gronlor than it wns before. It coni- 
ponsatos for the insttffMnoncy ot naluYol g<)odm\33 whicli ^YO i\jul in 
moat men, howovoi* ■wisely thoii* cducaUoii Iiuh 1»oou coiuluclod. 
Except the noblest of joys, that U'hicli spriiign from soeinl Hyiiii)iitliy 
when called into constant exorcise, thoro ia no reward for doing 
right so satisfactory ns the approval of our hdlow-beinga. ICvcu 
under theological systems it has boon ono of uuv BlvengeHt aspiraliona 
to live esteemed m the memory of oUieiu An<l still more pro- 
minence will Ijo given lo Ihis nohlo form of nmliition under 
Positivism, because it is the only way loft us of natlsfying Llio 
desire which all men fool of prolonging their lifo into l,h(5 L''utiiro. 
And tlio inevoasod force of PuWio Opinion will correspond lo the 
Inoreaacd uecossity for it. TUo peculiar reality of .l.’oRilive doctviuo 
and its constant conformity with facts facilitalo Lho roiiognition of 
its principles, and remove oil oLscurity in llioir application. They 
are not lobe evaded by subterfuges liko those to winch motaphysicnl 
and theological prinoiploa, from their vague and abHolule chai aolor, 
havo been always liable. Again, the pritnavy pviu<'.iplo of I'osilivism, 
which is to judge every question by lho standard of social intoiests, 
is in itself a direot appeal to Public Opinion ; sinco tlio public 
is naturally the judge of the good or bad niroot of ludion upon tlio 
common wolfavo. Uiulor theological and molnjihyHical sysloms 
no appeal of tins sort was recognised; bccauso the objects uphold 
as the highest aims of lifo wore purely poraoiial. 

In political questions lho application of our principle is still 
more obvious. Pop political morality Piihlio Ojiinioii is almost our 
only guftTantco. "Wo feel its forep ovon now in spite of the intol- 
lectual anarchy in which wo live. Nbulralir.ed as it is in most casos 
by the wide divergences of men’s coiiviotions, yet it allows ilaolf on 
the occasion of any great public oxcitomont. Indeed, wo fool it to 
our cost sometimes when lho popular mind has taken a wrong 
direction ; gOvemmont in pwoh cases being very seldom able lo oiter 
adequate resistance. These eases may couviuco ub liow ivrCRisliblo 
this power will prove when used legittmaloly, and when it is formed 
by systoinatio accordanpo in general pi-inoiplos instead of by a pro- 


i\ot monsly to dukTiiiiiio Iho clmrnntor of llio tom\ioml vcconstvuc- 
lion, blit to anpply llio iirinclpHl molivo foi-co by wliich llio work is 
to bo cnij'ic'il out. IiiliillucUuil nutl jiioml Imrinony -will gradually 
bo rcHtoix'il, ami umli-r ila inlliionco llio now jioliticnl system will 
by dof'nins uiiai!. iinpwvmnonla of tho liigbosl importanco 

may tUorofmo bo roalizod long boforo Uio work of spiritual ro- 
orgnniziiliuii is uimipluLuil. AVo find in niodirovol hialory that 
CiitlioliciHiJi oxcruisi’d ii poworful hillucnco on aociuty iluring its 
omorgouci) from liurburiHin, iH'foiu its own inlornnl ooiistituLion had 
advnimod fur. Ami Ibis will bo tbo ease to ti alill groator dogreo 
wth the rogonoratioii whioli is now in pi'ogims. 

Having dolluod Um Hplunii wilhin wliioh Public p„ij]|on,„ 
Opinion hIiouM opoiulo, wo slmll Ihul liUlo di/Ilcuily ion ilivoUw* 
in dotovmiuing tbo. oomUtuvuH mpiiftilo for its pi-oiHw 
orgiiniznlion. 'I'Iu'hu nro, Ilrst, Iho CHliiblisbniont of dnut, (^) iiiuir 
fixed \iriimipli!K of suiiiiU imtion ; floconcUy, thoir wlop- 
tioii by tho public, ami its consuut to thoir apnlicnlicm '‘“ko, (fi) nu 
m Hpcoiul ciiHo.H ; and, JiisLly, ii rocogmsed organ to Iny wiiichiuonuii- 
down tlio prini;i|ih!H, uiid to apply tliom to Iho conduct 
of daily life, ObviiiUHaa iIicku three conditiona appear, thoynro still 
60 littlu iimldisUxnl, that it will bo well lo oxplnin each of thorn 
BOinowhat morn fully. 

Tho first condition, that of laying down fixed principles, is, in faot, 
tbo oxtunsiuii to aoeial <im«stion8 of lliat flopamliun bolwoou theory 
and iiraolico, wbioli in subjealB of Irsa imporlanco is inuvoraally 
locognisod. Tliia is tlio aspect in xvhicli llio supoviorily of tho now 
spiviUud sysU'in to Ibo old is mofil. potcopUblo. Tbo principles of 
moral and political comlucb that were accoplcd in tho Midillo Ages 
wove lilUo bwtUn- Umn inupiviwvl, wul owed tbciv eUibility cutivcly to 
tho sanction of roligiom in this n'Hpccl, indond, Uio superiority of 
CiiUioUcisiu to tbo aystonm winch pivccdod it, conaistod movoly in tho 
foot of sopamling its ]*rucei)t« from tho spooial application of them. 
By making its proeupla tho diatinct object of pi-elimiiiury study, 
it eocured tliom (igainst.tho bins ofbunmn pnasiona. Yet important 
(IB this aopnraliun was, Uio system wnaao dofcclivo iutcllcotually, 
that tho successful application of its principloa dupoudod simply on 
tho good Bonso of tlio icaclmra ; for tho principles in tlieinsoJvos wore 
08 vagno and as iibHolnta as lha crocila from wliicb they woio dorlvod. 
Tho inlluonco oxeroised by Catholicism was duo toils indirect action 
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no wfiy clctvacUng tvom tho pmcwcai ynmo oi aoomi priiioipioa, givo 
fchoin tlio imposing weight of thcoroticftl truth ; and onsuros tiioir 
stability and cohoronco, by comicotiiig tlioin with tho wholo sorios 
of laws on which tho life of man nnd of society dopond. h'or Lhoso 
laws will corroborate ovon lhoso which avo not iinincdiatoly deduced 
from them. By connecting nil out rules of action \\’ith the funda- 
mental conception of social duty, wo rmnlor tlioir intorprotation in 
each special case clear and coiisistont, nnd wo 8oc\iro it against tho 
sophisms of passion. Brinciplca such ns tlioao, based on reason, 
and I’ondorinp o»ir conduct iiulcpondoJit of tho iinpnlsos of the 
moment, avo the only meawa of suetainiug tho vigour of Social 
Feeling, and at thosnmo biinoof snviiig us from tho errors to wliich 
its unguided suggestions so ofl-oii load. Diroot and conBlniit cnltnio 
of Social Feeling in jmblic ns well as hi ])rivato lifo is no doubt tho 
first condition of morality. But tho natural strongth of Solf-T.ovo 
is such that something brides this is required to control it. The 
courso of conduct must bo tracod I)oforohiui(l in nil important eases 
by tho aid of domonstrablo principles, adopted at lirsL upon trust, 
and afterwards from conviction. 

Thoro is no art wlmtovcr in which, boivovor avdont nnd sincoro 
our desire to suceccul, we can diejioneo with knowledge of the nature 
and conditions of tho object alined at. Moral and political con- 
duct is assuredly not exempt from sncli an obligation, although 
we are more intluonced in this ease by tlio diroot promptings of 
feeling Ilian in any other of Iho arts of life. It has boon shown 
only tw cloarly by many striking insiuneoa how far »Soeial Fooling 
may load us astray when it is not dimetod by right principles. It 
was for want of fixed convictions that the noble synipathios 
oiitortainod by tho French nation for tho rest of I'hiropo at tho 
ontsofc of the llovolution so soon dogonorated into foroiblo oiiprosslon, 
when her retrograde leader began his scductivo appeal to selfish 
passions. Inverse oases aro still more common ; and they illustrate 
the connection of feeling and opinion ns clearly as tho others. A 
false social doctrine has often favoured tho natural ascondonoy of 
Self-love by giving a perverted conception of public woll-boing. 
This has been too plainly exompUfiod in our own time by tho 
deplorable influence which Mallhus's aophistioal Ihoory of population 
obtained in England. This misebiovons error mot with very little 
acceptance in tlio rest of Europe, nnd it has boon already refuted 
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body oI eupjioilora Rul’litdonl lo mako Uio weight of those principles 
folt. Kow it -wiiH luiro Hint CiiUioliciRin proved so wonk ; niid 
liiorofovo, oven had its dnclriiw licow lc»3 perishable, its decline was 
unavoidable. IhiL Um dofnol is ntnply supplied in the now spii-itiml 
evdor, which, tia I have before shown, will veceivo the iuHviontial 
support of tlio workijiR oIiihhos. Ami the Jicod of such nssistnneo 
is as certain us the readiness with which it will bo yielded. Iror 
thongli the intrinsic cilieaoy of Positive teaching is far greater than 
tlmt of tiny doctrine winch is not susceptiblo of domonstrntion, 
yot the convioLions it in«[iivoR cannot ho expected lo diaponao with 
tlio aid of vigtirona poindar support. Human imluro is imporfoctly 
organized j ami tho inllnnnco wnioh Henson exorcists over it is nob 
by any numna so grant aa this supposition M'ould imply. Even 
Social li’ccling, though its indueiicn is far grenUt than that of 
llcason, would not in general bn sullloiont for the right guidance of 
practical life, if J.’idilic Opinion wore not conslanlly at hand to 
Biippoi’t thn good inclinations of individuals. The arduous struggle 
of Sooitil I'celing against 8olf*Iovo requires Iho conslanL nssorlion 
of true ])rinoiph)s Lo nnnovo uucorlainly ns to the pvoiior courso of 
action in each cnao. Ihit it requiros also somelhing movo. The 
strong rcnction of All Ujion Each is noctled, ivliolhor lo control 
eohlehncea or In stimulate sympathy. I'lio londoncy of our poor 
ami weak nature to give way to the lower proiieusitics is so great 
that, but for this iinivorsal co opomlioii, Keeling and licason would 
bo almost imuloquate to tiioir task. In the working class wo find 
the requisite conditions. They will, ns wo have aeon, form the 
principal source of opinion, not moroly from llioir mimoiical 
superiority, but also from their inlollcotual and moral qualities, as 
well ns from tlio iiilluonco directly duo lo their social position. 
Tluia it ia that Poailivism views tho groat problem of human life, 
and allows us for tlm llrst timo tlmt the bases of a solution already 
exist in tho very stmotuYo of tho social organiam. 

Working men, whether na individualB or, what is working 
attll more important, oolloctlvoly, are now at liberty to iuou’s oi'iCa. 
oritloisQ nil tho details, and oven tho gonoml principles, of tlio sooiol 
system under which they livej afleoting, as it noeoasarily does, 
tlioinsolvos more nearly than any other class. Tlio remarkable 
eagornesa lately shown by out people to form oluba, though there 


Bociol trutli will largely inorcogo tlioir iiiAuoncc, "by giving tliom a 
more settled chavaclor and a more iniporlonl aim. 80 far from 
being In any way destructive, Uioy form n natural tlinngh imperfect 
model of tUo modo of life which will ullhnaicly ho adnptud in Uio 
j’cgonovato condition of Humanity. In Ihosn unions social 
sympatliics are kept in constant action by a Btimulua of a most 
beneficial kind. Tlicy ofTcr tho spccdieet and most ollticUial moans 
of claboiiiting Public Opinion : this at least is llni caHu w'lien tboio 
has been a fair inonsuro of iiultvicliml training. No ono at present 
has any idea of tlio extent of Iho advantages which will ono day 
spring from those fipontancoufl mcolings, when lliero is an odoqiialo 
system of general principles to direct them. SjiivUmil veoi'ganiza- 
fion will find them its principal Imsisof 8Uj)port, for llioy socui’o 
its acceptance by the people; and this will havu tho gvenluv weight, 
because it will bo always given without compulniiui or violence. 
Tho objection that mootings of lliis kind may load to ilnngovous 
political agitation, rests upon a misinlorirrelation of IIkj ovonls of 
the Kovolution. So far from their stimulating a dcHivu for what 
are called political rights, or encouraging their cxciciso in Lhoso 
who possess them, their tnndcncy is quite in the opposite direction. 
They will sooji divert working men entirely from all usnloss at- 
tomi)t3 to intorforc with existing political ineUluLiona, and bring 
them to tlicir true social function, that of agisting and carrying 
out tho operations of the now spiritual power. It is a noble 
prospect which is thus held out to them by PositiviHin, a prospect 
far more inviting than any of tho motaphysical illusions of the day. 
'Iho real intention of the Club is to form a provisional substituto 
for the Church of old times, or rathor to propnvo tho way for tho 
religious building of the now form of worairip, tbo worship of 
Huraanity ; which, as I shall explain in a subsequent oliaiitor, will 
be gradually introduced under tho regonorating inliuoneo of Posilivo 
dootrino. "Under our prcBont republican government all progressive 
tendencies are allowed fioo scope, and thorofovo it will not bo Jong 
before our people accept this now vent for social syiupathioB, wliich 
m former times could find expression only in Catholicism. 

In this theory of Publio Opinion one condition yot romaiiis to 


in Ilicu It imu niivn- niiiui until}' WUlUllli(, lov ovoiy (loolriiui imiRl 
have luul winm ftminler, and ufiimlly 1ms a i«irinniicnt body of 
tonchova. ll \vo\dd \m dilVniull to eonnnvo that a syslcm of moral 
ami political priiudjilcH hIioiiM lio pobwesml of ffi-oal social inlluoiice, 
and ycl at llic wiini' liiiii' llmt Urn moii wlin nrijjiualo or iuoiilcato 
tho ayslom aliouUl oxorciao uu splriUml auUvorily. K ia Uno that 
this inroiifliHliaioy tlid foi- n limo oxist nmlcr tho 3 m:;'uUvo and 
doslruotivo iiilhu'iiai) of rroU'shinliHiu ami Boism, hornuHo inon’a 
tliouglda worn for llm (imu nntiroly lakon up with Ui« to 

oflcapc' from tlin r(di'(>j.'riidn InmlisicicH of Culholicisni. louring Uiis 
long period of inHui-rci lion, faidi iiidividunl hcciiinoa sort of priest; 
ciicli, Hint is, followed Iiiw own iiilorpintnl-ion of ft docLrino which 
needed 110 Hpttciul li’iK.lmr.j, Imraiwo il« function was not to construct 
Imt to fiiiticimi. vVll tlm i’.oiislitutionn timt Imvo hoon rccnntly 
CBtahliHlu'd on nmfapliyHicid princIplnH plvo a direct sanction to 
this stain of tliinga, in llm imMiuihlna with winch limy coinnmnco. 
'L’hoy appiirnntly reganl each r.iLiwin iw coinjiutont lo form aamnid 
opinion on all Hocinl qucHtionH, thus rxnmpliiig him from Lhn 
nccoasity of applying to any njiccMal hilnrpictcis. Thia cxlimsiou 
to tlio noi'inal statnof lliiiigHof a pluisn of mind only miited tri 
tho porind of rnvohilionnry IriinsUion, in an oxTor which ] havo 
already Hnllleinnlly rnfutcil, 

In llm minor arts of life, it ia obvious llmt goiioral pvinciplns 
oannot hn laid tlown without koxiio theon'lieal study j ami that tlio 
application of thnao vnlnn to npccinl cnaos ia not In bo ontircly left 
to tlio nnlanght inutiimt of Lhn ftvtiKiin. j\nd can it bo othorwiso 
with tho art of .Social ildfn, ho fur hardor and more imiioiiant tlmii 
any other, and in which, fimn iU priuciplca Iwixxg leaa Riinpln and 
loss pvQciso, u H])i’oial oxplimation of them in unoh ease is oven 
inoio nccoRHiiryl TIdwcvci' porfnet tho dcmonslmlion of social 
priuciplca may hccomn, it numt not hn siinpoacd that knowledge of 
Poflitivo dodtrims ovnii wlinn it Inm hecn taught in tho most 
onioiont way, will diHpniiao with tho nccossity of frcfiuoiUly 
appealing to tho philoHopIicr for advico in queationa of practical 
lifo, wliollinr priviitn or puhlie. And this necosmly of an intor- 
protor to intnrvoiin occaHiomdly hotwcon tlie priauiplo and Ua 
application. Is ovnn morn evidout from tho moral than it is from tho 
Intolloctnal asncck. Clerlain aa it is that no ono will bo so woll 
aoqimintocl with tho tnio cliavaotor of the doctrine aa tho plnlosopho;- 




aims, ana oi irccdom iiom jwiuj wimwuu >yiui. 

could liavo but litUo weight in reforming individual nr aocinl 
conduct. It is imncijially blirough his agency that wn may boiio 
in most eases to bring about that renclion of All upon ICacli, 
which, as wo Imvo seen, ia of aucli jndipjiojiHabln imimrlnnco to 
practical morality. Philosophora are not indeed the principal 
sourco of Public Opinion, na inlelloctnnl ])rido so often loads them 
to believe. PuliHc Opinion procceda osgonlinlly from tho free 
voice and 8[)ontaneo\is co-oporntion of tho people. Put in order 
that tho full ^YO\ght of ihoir wnauimona judgment may he felt, it 
must be announced by some recognised organ. 'J'lmro arc, no doubt, 
rare cases whoro tlio dii-cct oxpreasion of pt)pular feeling is onongli, 
but tlicso are quite exceptional. Tliua ivorlcing men and pliilo- 
popbors iiro mntimlly necessary, not merely in tin' creation oi 
Public Opinion, but also in most eases in tho inanifi'stalion of it. 
Without tho first, tho doclrino, liowover well nslablishcd, wouhl 
not have aufficionb force. Without tlio second, it would nsually ho 
too incoherent to ovorcomo those olwtac.lo.s in tho coiisLiLnlton of 
man and of society, which make it ro dinicult to bring practical 
life under the influence of fixed principles. 

In fact this ucceaaity for eomo Byelewalic organ Ui tUvcct aiul 
give ofTect to Public Opinion, has always boon folt, oven amidst 
tho spiritual anarchy which at present surrounds us, on every 
occasion in which such opinion line played any imporlniiL part. 
For its olTcct on thoao occaaions would havo been null and void but 
for some individual to take tho iniliativo and personal responsibility. 
This is frequently verified in privaU) lifo by cases in wbicli wo 
SCO the opposite stale of lliiiigs ; wo aeo principles which no one 
would think of contesting, practically inadequato, for want of some 
recognized authority to apply thorn. It ia a sovious dcflcioney, 
which is, however, compcnaalccl, though imporfcclly, by tho greator 
facility of arriving at the truth in midi eases, uud by Ilia greater 
strength of the syinjmthica which thoy call forlli. But in public 
life, with its more difilcult conditiona and move important claims, 
such entire absence of ayaloiiiatic intorvcnlinn could iiovor bo 
tolerated. In all public tmnsncliona oven noiv ^vo may porcoivo 
tho participation of a spiritual authority of one kind or other ; tho 
organs of which, though conataiilly varying, are in most ensos 
metaphysicians or literary mon writing for tho press. 'J’lnis ovon 
in tho present anarchy of fcelinga and convictions, Public Opinion 
cannot dispense with guides and iiitcrprotors. Only it has to bo 
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content with imm wlio nt the host ctin only offer tho gnavaiiLoo of 
j)0vdOiml rosponsihility, witlmut nuy relinhlo Bocurity oithcr for tlio 
sLnbility of Hhmv imnvic.liniw or tho purity of their feelings. But 
now llmt tim lu'itlilom of orgimizing Ihihlio Opinion Ims onco boon 
propoaiiil by PuHiLivisiu, it cannot renmiu long without a Holution. 
It plainly itMluccs ilsnlf to tho priiiciplo of snpnmling tho two 
flodal jiowoiH ; jnst iw wo Imvo won that tho neoessity of uu 
ostahliHlioil thmli iin' Vivslml (ui thes iinulogouH prineipln of Hnjmratiiig 
theory frnm pmctico. It in (sh-ar, oii tho one Imiul, llmt Bouml 
interphtCiition of nuJinl find poh'tical rules, ns in tho enso of nnv 
othor art, niii only ho fiiruiHluMl by philosoplim engaged in tho 
study of lliu nuLuml lawn on whieh limy rwl. On the oLhov Imnd 
tlicso pliilosoplmi'H, in onh'i’ to presorvo thiit hmuUh and gonorulity 
of view which is their juiiicipul intcjllecliml clmmetcriHlic, must 
nbstiiin fanupulonsly from all regular pnrtiulpation in practical 
nfiaiii', mill i‘Hjii;ejiilly frojji pulitjcal Jjfo ; on tho ground tlmt its 
spocialiHiug inlluniico would hoou iinpuir their Bpeculativo oapaoity. 
And such ii coiuho ia t!(|ually nocesnary on moral groumlH. 1 1 holp.s 
loprCHcrvn purity of feeling mnl impurtinlity of chnmctor; qiialilios 
osaontial to llioir inlluemm upon {uihlie ns well iia uimn jmvuLo life. 
Such, in (lulliiie, is tho I’oHitivo theory of I’uhHo Opinion. In 
oftoh of its Ihreo cunsliLuoiit the iloelrino, the Power, 

Qiul the Organ, it i.n intinmtuly connected with the whole question 
of apiritnal reovgimizution ; or rnther, it fonus llw simplest mode 
of viewing llmt great niilijeet. All tlm oKHentinl parts of it aru 
closely I'tduled to each iillnir. Po-nitivo tirinciplcs, on tho one hand, 
oftimot count on much malorinl support, except fiinn tho working 
olasaua ; these in their turn will for tho futuro rognrd Positivism 
as the only docliimi with which they enn Ayiupatliiso. So, again, 
with the philo.su|ihic organs of upinioii ; without tho People, their 
nocussary itiile|K‘mhmco cannot he eslahlisliod or auslainod. I'o 
our literary classes the Hoparation of tliu two powers ia iiiaUuctivoly 
ropuguanl, lu'ciumo it would lay down ftysLomatio limits to tho 
unwiae iimhilinu wliicli wo now seo in them. And it will ho dis- 
liked us atfoiigly hy Die rich cfam'K, who will look with fear upoii 
a now moral fiiitUority dostiued to iinposo on irresistible chock 
upon Llnur solliHlim’SH. At pi‘(«unt it will ho genendly imdorstood 
and wolcomcil only by the prohttnry olnas, who hnvo more u|Jtituclo 
for general viows and for stjciul RyiniMitliy. Tu I’mnco especially 
they are leas nmhu' tho tlelusum of motnphyulcnl 80[ihis]ns and of 
orlslocratio piustigo than any other clnss; and the Positivist view 
of tins pviiinivy condition of Hocial roguuomtiou will iliul a ready 
ontianuu into their minds and liuurts. 
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All turco Our theory of rnblic Oi)iiuon eliowfl im nt onco how 
pSkoJfnio! far wo Imvo nirondy goijo in or^uiiizing tliiH gront rogii- 
oxiBt.Vpi.ijinvo ]atorof Riodcrii Bociftly ; bow favwo alill full short of 
wliRi itt wanted. Tlio ])o<'.U'ino lias at last nviacri'. 
Ihoro is Jio doubt of the exisloiico of ilio I’owor; imil nvoii tlio 
Organ is not wanting. Ihit tliny do not as yot Htiiiid in llioir right 
rcliiLioii lo each othor. Tho oITcelivo impulso tt)wni'il8 sneial ro- 
gonomtion dct)cnd8, then, on ono wltimato coudiliou j tlm fovmaUon 
of a linn allianco botwwM) philosophers and prolnlarirs. 

Of (liifl powerful coalition T have already fi|)ok(ni. T Imvo now 
to explain tho advniiUigos which it oltors Id Hid peojdo in Llio way 
■of obtainhig sufTioicnl. rccogmtiow of all logitinmto cliviwH. 

Of tlmso advant-ngoa, tho principal, and Mint hy whicli (ho rost 
will speedily bo developed and sneurod, ia the iin])oiinnl fioclnl 
fiinctiun wln'cli is hereby conferred ujion them, 'nuiy hneomo 
auxiliaries of tho now spiriUml power ; auxilinvioa iiulis^Mumablo to 
its action. This vast proloUiiy olnns, wliicli over aiiiro ita rise in 
tho Middlo Agos has boon shut out from tho political aystoin, will 
now assunio tho i>ositiou for which by nature it is best adapted, 
and Avhich is most oonducivo to Iho geiioral waUdming of aooloty. 
Its nxciuhora, indopcndontly of thoir 8\iocial vocation, will at last 
lake a regular and most important part in pulilic lifn, a ]inrt which 
will compoiisato for tho hardships ineoparablo from their social 
position. Thoir combined action, far from diaturblng tho ostablishod 
order of things, will ho its most solid gimvimteo, from tho fact of 
being moral, not political. And hovo wo soo dollnitoly tho nltora- 
tion which Positivism iiitrodiicca in tlio rovolutionavy concoption 
of the action of tho working tdassos upon society, h'or Btnrmy 
discussions about rights, it subaliluti:® poaccablo dolluitiou of duties. 
It supersedes naoloss disputes for lh« possosaion of power, by in- 
quiring into tho rules that should rogulato its wiso nmiiloyinoiit. 

Si.otiwiiooti8 suporlicinl observer of Iho present fllalo of things 
tonieiioica oC might imttgiuo ouv working claftRc-a to bo as yot very 
^rtgC&c- from this frame of mind. Put lio who looks deeper 
into tho quoslioii will SCO tlmt Mio very oxiiovimont 
mmimsm. ^^0 now trying, of oxlondlng thoir political 

rights, rvill soon have tho dflfeot of showing them tho UoUownoBS of 
-a; remedy which has so slight a bearing upon tho ohjoots really 
important to them. Without making any formal abdication of 
rights, which' might soom inconsistont with thoir social dignity> 
there is little- doubt that thoir instinctivo sagacity will lead them 
tb tho still more ofRoftoious plan of indifforonco. Positivism will 
readily convince thorn that whoroas spiriliml power, in order to do 
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its work, nmflt rfiinify in nvo.iy cliroction, it is cssonlinl to pul)lio 

Ollier tlmt poliUcal poM'er filnmUl bo ns a mlo concdiitmlcd. And ! 

Uiia conviction will (frow upon [bom, aa thoy bco moro dearly Llmt 

tho primary Kocial priililinim whioli am vnry properly absorbing 

Ihcir altonlion am CHHonlially moral ratbor tlmn political. 

OiKi uLop in tliin iliri'iilion limy luivo already talcon of tboir own 
accord, tbongh ila imporLanco liaa not been duly apprccialod. Tho 
well-known ficlunnn of Conimnnisin, which lias found such rapid ; 

ftccoplauoo wiLli Mmm, Rorvoa, in Iho abaenoo nf soumlor doctrine, 1 

to oxpva8.a tbo way in ^Ybid\ tboy aro now looking nl tbo great j 

social problnm. The oxporinneo of tbo first part of tbo llovolutlon ; 

bos not yet wholly diHabnsod Iboin of political illusioiia, Imt it has 1 

at least Immglit llunu In feel tlmt Propcirty ia of mow impovlauco I 

than Power in liin onlinary Hotmo uf tlio word. »So fnv Coiniminism | 

Ims given n wider nii'iuiing tn tbo groat social problem, and lias ' 

thereby rondcri'.il an i^Hsi'iilinl Rorvicc, which is not nontraliaod by ! 

tho temporary dangoiH involved in tho molupbysical forms in which 
it comes bofurn us. (lornmniiism should tlioroforo bo carefully 
(listingniHlmd from tlm nunmrosm oxtmvagant sebomos brought 
forward iu thin lium of npiritual anamby ; a liino which alimulatos 
incoiupetonl and ill-trainnd minds tn tho most difilcnlt subjocts of 
tliougbt. 'I’lK' fodllHli wliiuncs mforwd to havo so few dofinifo 
fcatnvos, that wi\ have t«> ilistinguisK them by tho nanws of thoiv 
niUliors. Ibit (knuimnuHin boars tho numo of no single author, 
and ia aomctliing nuira than an iiccidonlal produol of anomalous cir- 
curaatancCH. We Hlumld look upon it ns tbo natural progress in 
tlio right dircctinn of tlm revolutionary spirit; progress of a moral 
latbov Ilian iiiLi’llcc-Lual kind. Tt is a proof tlmt revolutionary 
Loiidcnciua am new coimmitmtiiig tlminsolvos upon moral queations, 
leaving all purely political quoKtimw in tho back-ground. It is 
quite truo that tlm Holiilioii of tbo problem which Communists aro 
now putting forward, is still fiR PRSonUally political ns that of their 
prodcccsflors ; siimo the only modo by wldoh Iboy propose to 
rogiilato the omployumnt of property, ia by a change in tbo modo 
of its Icmiro. Hlill it ia owing to Iboin tlmt tho question of pro- 
perty ia at last liveugbt fnvwnvd for disottsslon'. and it is a quoation 
wliich so ovidenlly noods a moral solution, tho solution of it by 
political moans is at once so inadequato and so daslruolivo, that it 
cannot long contimm to bo dobatod, without loading to tho moro 
satisfactory result oifurod by l^ositivlsm. Mon will soo Hint it 
forms a part of tbo Ilual rogonoratioii of opinion and of life, which 
Positivism is now inaugurating. 

To do justico to Communism, wo must look at tho gonoroua 
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sympatliios l>y wliioli it is inspiroJ, not at Iho slmllow thoorios in 
which those sympathies find oxprossion provisinnaHy, until circum- 
stances enable them to take some other sliapo. Our working classes, 
caving but very little for motaphysical principles, do not attach 
nearly the same impottauco to these tlieories an is clone by men of 
litomry cclucation. As soon as Ihoy sco a bettor way of bringing 
forward the points on wliicli they have mmh logiliniato claims, 
they will very soon adopt the clear and pracLieul coiumptions of 
Positivism, which can be carried out pcuecably and i)ornianonUy, in 
proforenco to Ihoso vague and confused chimeras, which, ns they 
will instinctively feel, lead only to anarchy. Till tlmu they will 
naturally abide by Communism, os the only inothod of bringing 
forward the most fundamental of social problems in a way wliich 
tlici'o shall bo no evading. The very alarm wliich their present 
solution of tho problora arouscft holjis to stir public attouLiou, and 
fix it on this great subject. But for this coimtant appeal to tlicir 
fears, Iho metaphysical delusions and aristocratic solf-sooking of 
tlio governing classes would shelve tho queslion allogctlior, or pass 
itby witli indifTcrenco. Thoorrorsof CommuniBiu immt lie rectified; 
but tlicro is no necessity for giving up the nauio, whicli is a siinplo 
assertion of tho paramount iinportaiico of Social li’ccliiig. IIow- 
ovor, now that wo have happily passed from monarchy to ropubli- 
canism, tho imino of Coynmwiinl is no longor indiupunsahio ; tho 
word Republican expresses tho moaning as woll, and Avitlioul tlio 
same dangov. Positivism, then, lias nothing to fear from Com- 
munism ; oil tho contrary, it will probably bo nccoplod by most 
Commuiiiats among tho working classes, especially in i'Tanco, whero 
abstractions have but little influence on minds thoiouglily onmnei- 
pated from tlicology. Tho pooplo will gradually find that llio 
solution of tho groat social problem which PoBitivism ofTom is hotter 
than tho Communistic solution. 

Us now titio A tendency in tliis direction has already shown itsolf 
of Bociaiism. ^ho first edition of this ^yorlc was {uddiahccl. Tho 

working classes have now adopted a now exprossion, Hudalim, 
thus indicating that they accept the problem of tho ComimmisU 
while rojocting their solution. Indeed that aolutiou would seem 
to bo finally disposed of by the voluntary oxilo of their Icodor. 
Yot, if tho .Socialists at pi-oaont keep clear of Coinmunism, it is 
only bocanso thoir position is one of criticism or inaction. If they 
wore to succood to powor, with principles so far below tlio lovol of 
their sympathies, tlioy would inevitably fall into ilio same orrors 
and extravagances which they now instinclivoly foul to bo wrong. 
Consequently tho rapid spread of Socialism very naturally alarms 
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tlio uppoi' clfiHuos ; find llioii- rcsistanco, blind tliougli it bo, is at 
prosont Llio only guarniiloo fov infllerifll ordoi'. I?i fuct, tlio 
pioblom brought fnrwanl by Urn Commmiiats admits of no solution 
but their own, so long an tln> rovolutioiwry oonfusion of toiuporal 
and spiritiml powor contiiiuon. Xhwuforo tho univorsal binmo 
that is lavislmd on Llioso ulupinii HcbonicH cannot fail to inspire 
rcapoot for Vosilivisui, tw Urn only doclrmo wliicli can prosorvo 
Westurn Europe from eomo aorionB attoinpL to bring Connnunisiu 
into pructicul opomtion. Positivists Btniul forward now as tho 
party of constriiotioii, Avith a dcllnito hnsis for political action ; 
namely, systunmtio proaecutioii of llio wim> attoin])L of mciliioval 
Btatoaiium to Hopnmto tlu» two aooinl powers. On this basis they 
are onablud In suliHfy tho Poor, uml at tiro same time to rosloro tho 
confidonc.o of tholUnh. _ ft is n liiml flohitiou of our (lilllcnltics 
Avhich will iimlco tho tUles of Avhich avo have boon spoahing un- 
necessary. Stripping tho rilil Avord Jtrpubtican of any false meaning 
at present attuolu'il to it, avo mny ruUiiii it ns tho best expression 
of the social syin)mtIueH on whicli the rogonorntion of society 
dopemls. I'or tho opinions, minmoi-H, iind oven institutions of 
future Hooiety, rusitioid is tho only Avonl suiliiblo, 

Tho peculiar reality of J’nsitiviHiu, uml its invariaiilo 
Icncloncy to concentrntn our inlolleuLmil iiowors uiion lu iu''*niuuro 
social (piustiona, are nttrilmlort, both of which involve ticcaa control* 
its adoiilion of thu {'HHenlinl ]ii‘inciple of Uoinnmnism ; 
that principlo hoing, that Property in in iU nature social, and that 
it needs control. 

Property has heeri urronouualy ropresonted by most modern 
jurists as coiiforring im ubsoluto right upon the possessor, irre- 
spectively of tho gnud or bod use nmdo of it. Tliis view is 
instinctively felt by tho Avorking clfisses to bo unsound, and all 
true philoHuphia-H Avill ogroo Avitli them. It is an anti-social theory, 
duo historically to e.XHggomletl ronclioii against previous legislation 
of a peculiarly opprojwivo kind, but it has no real foundation 
oitlior in justico or in fa«t. Proiiorty can noitlior he created, nor 
oven transmitted by the aolo agoiiey of its possessor. 'J'lio co- 
operation of tho puhlio is iilAVuyM nocassury, Avhothcr in tho 
assertion of the gonnral principle or in tho application of it to 
each spocial oaso, Thorofoi’O tho tomu'o of property is not to ho 
regarded as a purely individual right. In every ago and in every 
country tho state lias iutorvonod, to a greater or loss degree, making 
properly snbsorvioiit to Booial roqiiiroincnts. 'I’axation evidently 
gives the publio an interest In the private fuvtuno of each indi- 
vidual; an interest Avhioh, iuBteiuI of diininisliiug Avith the progress 
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of civilization, haa boon always on tlio incvoaao, ospooinlly in 
modern times, now that the coimocUon of cnoJi inoinbcv of society 
with tlio wliolo is becoming more apparent, The )>rnctico of con- 
fiscation, wliicli also ia in nnivoraal nso, shows that in certain 
oxtronio eases tlio coinmiinily considers ilsclf nutlionscd to asaiuno 
entire possession of private property. Confiscation has, it is true, 
been abolished for a timo in .France. But this isolated exception 
is duo only to the nbiisoa which recently accompanied tho exercise 
of wliat was in itself an undoubted right; and it will hardly 
survive when tho causes which led to it are forgotten, and tho 
power which introduced it has passed away. .Tn their abstract 
views of property, then, CoimnunisU aro perfectly able to maintain 
llioir ground against tho jurist.^. 

They avo riglit, again, in difscnling ns deeply ns they do from 
tho T'cononiisis, who lay it down ns an absohilo principle that tho 
application of wealth should bo entirely umostrictcil by society. 
This error, liko the one just apolccn of, is ntlvibulaWo to instances of 
unjustifinblo intorforcncc. But it is utterly opjiosed to all sound 
pViilosopbical teaching, although it has a certain npjicavanco of 
truth, in so far as it recognises the subordination of social pheno- 
mena to natui'al laws. But tho Econoinisls scorn to have adopted 
this important principle only to show how incnpaldo they aro of 
comptchowliug it. Ifeforc they applied tho conception of Law to 
tho higher phonomona of nature, they ought to have made them- 
selves well acquaintCAl witlr its meaning, as applied to tho lowov 
and more simple plienoraona. Not having ilono so, they have been 
utterly blind to tho fact that tiro Order of naluvo hccomoB movo 
and more modiflablo ns it grows more complicated. This concojilion 
lies at tho very root of our whole practical life ; thorofovo notliing 
can excuse tho metaphysical school of Economists for systematically 
resisting tho intervention of human wisdom in tho various depart- 
ments of social action. That tho movcnionfc of society is subject 
to natural laws is ecrtiiin; but this truth, instead of inducing us 
to abandon all efforts to modify sooioty, should rathor lend to a 
wiser application of such oflbrts, since tlioy aro at once more 
efficacious, and more necessary in social phonomona than in any 
other. 

So far, therefore, the fundamental prineiplo of Communism is 
ono which tlio Positivist school must obviously adopt. I’ositivism 
not only confirms Una principle, but widens its scopo, by showing 
its application to other departments of human life; by insisting 
that, not wealth only, but Uiafc all our powers slmll bo dovolcd in 
tho true republican spirit to Uio continuous service of tho com- 
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inuiiily. Tlio Imtc; jinriod of I'ftvoIiUion which ha.'i okpsod sinco 
tlio IVIiihllo hiiH onconm^od imVividimlism in tho moral world, 
as in tlio intolloctiinl it has fo.stcivd Urn spcoioHsing tcndoiicy. But 
both nro equally incoiipislcnt with Iho final order of inodorn eocioty. 
In all lu’allhy cnmliUons of Ilunianity, tho citizen, whatever hie 
posiLinn, lias iieon regarded as a public funotionary, whoso dntica 
and claims worn detorminf’d iiioro or lcs.s distinctly by hi.s faculties. 
Tlio capo of property is cnrlainly no exception to this general prin- 
ci]iIo. Vroiniclorsliip is irgardcd hy the Positivist ns an important 
social function ; tho function, namely, of creating and administering 
Uial capital by moans of wliich each poiicratiou Jays Llie foundation 
for iho operaiionw of its fluccessor. This is tho only tonablo viow 
of jiropoiiy ; and wisely iniorpinted, it is ono which, while on. 
nobling to its poasessov, docs not oxclndo a duo nicasnvo of 
freedom. It will in fact jdneo liis position on a iirmor basis than 
over. 

But the ogvoomeiit boro pninl-od out between socio* nntPoMfiT 
logical Rcicuco and tho RuouUuicoua inspinvUoiw of ismvoiocisUio 
popular judgiimni, goes no fnrthor. J’osilivisls accept, 
and iivdoc<l oulavgo, (ho \n’Ogmwwft of Communism ; luouicim. Pro- 
l)ut wo rojocl its jiracticnl solution on tho ground cnntn.li'cd'^ ij? 
that it is at once iuadequaLo and suhvorsivo. Tbo 
chief diiroioneo batwemi tiur own solution and theirs 
is that we substitute moral agencios for political. 'J.'hus wo come 
again to onv lending ]u ineiphv of sojmmting spiritual from temporal 
power; a priuciplo wliieh, disrogarded ns it 1 ms hitberto been in 
tho syslom of iimderu ronovnt.orR, will bo found in every one of 
the imporlant prohlemfl of our limo to Im tho solo possiblo isaiio. 
Tu tho incRonl ease, while throwing such light on tlio fallacy of 
Communism, it HluniUl lead us to nxcuso tho fallacy, hy romimling 
118 that politicians of overy ncemditod school are equally guilty of 
it. At a limo when there aw so very few, even of cultivated 
]nimls, who have a dear cmicoplion of this tho primary priuciplo 
of modern polilica, it would ho liamh to blnnio tho people for still 
accepting a result of rovolulioimry ompiricism, which ia so uiiivor- 
eally adopted hy other classos. 

I need not enter here into any doUiilod criticism of tho utopian 
sohomo of Plato. It was cnnchiaivoly refuted twonty-lwo conLurioa 
ago, by tho great Aristotle, who thus oxomplified tho organio 
cliaractor, by wliicli, oven in il.s onrliost innuifestations, tbo Positive 
apirit ia (lialinguishcd. In modem Communism, movoovor, there 
is ono fatal iuconaiatcuey, which while it proves tho niter woaknoas 
of thoayslcin, toatilioa at tho aanio time to tho honourable cliaractor 
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of tho motivoa from which il arose. MchIotii Comnininwn tlilTors 
ftoro tho ancient, as exi>ounilcd by l^Uto, in not uiultluf' women 
and cliildron commoi> as well us pi-oiMn-ty ; n ivhuU to wliicli the 
priiicijjlo itself obviously lends. Yet lliis, !lio only coiisifitent view 
of Coiuimmism, is adoplctl by none but fi very few lilomry inon, 
whose atfcctious, ii\ Ikomsolvca too fcoble, linvo boon povvoi Lcd by 
vicious inlellecUinl tmining. Our uiilaiiglit prolotarios, wlio nro 
the only Communist-s worthy our comidmtion, aio nol)]y iiicoii- 
sislont in this respect. Indivisiblo ns iheir ononoons aysLmu is, 
they only adopt that side o£ it which touches on their Hocinl vo- 
quivements. Tlio other side is ropugimiit to uU thoivljiglicsL iiistiucts, 
and they utterly I’opudlalo it. 

Witiiout discussing iheso cbhnorionl arhemort in dnlnil, it will bo 
well to expose tho oirora iiihoi'cul in tho method <if ronsifuiin^ ivliicli 
leads to thorn, beenuso thoynro common to all tlio otlior progiessivo 
schools, tlio Positivist school oxcoplwl. Tho mistako ciuisists in 
tho fu^t place, in diavegavdlng or ovcu denying tho nalaual laws 
wliicli rcgulato socinl phcnomoim; and aceoudly, in resorting to 
politicnl ngoncics whore moral agency is Iho real thing needed. 
Tlio inadequacy and tho danger of tlio vuriouH utoi)l!in sysloms 
which avo now sotting up their rival cUunm to bring about tho 
regoncration of society, arc all altribulnbln in veiility to Iheso two 
closoly-connoctod orroi'S. Kor tho sake of cluarncss, T shall conliiiuo 
to refer specially to Communism os the moat j»roinincnt of those 
systems. But it will ho easy to cxtoiul tlw bearing of iny voiuarks 
to all tho rust. 

individunii- Tlio igiioraiico of tho true laws of social Hfo under 
fions^nsyccc^ wliicli CommumsLs labour is evident in their dungoi ous 
Biiry 119 CO- tendency to suppress individuality. Not only do they 
oporotioD. ignore llio inhoront prcpomlomnoo in our naliiro of the 
jiorsonnl instincts; bub Uioy forgot that, in tho oollcctivu Organism, 
tho sopavalion of functions is a fealnro iu> less cHsenlial Umn tho 
co-operation of functions. Suppose for a inomenl tlirit tho con- 
nection between inen could ho made such that tlioy wore jiliysically 
inseparable, as lias been actually the caso with twins in certain 
cases of monstrosity ; sooioly would obviously bo imposaiblo. 
ExU-avagant as this supposition is, it may Hlustrato tho fact that 
in social life individuality cannot bo dispensed with. It is necos- 
savy in order to admit of that variety of simultaneous olTorts wliioh 
constitutes the iiiimouao superiority of Uio Social Orgaiusin over 
every individual Ufa The great problom for man is to linrinonizo, 
ns far as possible, tho freedom resulting from isolation, witli the 
equally urgent necessity lor convoigence. To dwell exclusively 
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upon t 1 io nocoasily of convoTKonco would tond to undormiiic not 
nici'oly OUT ])riic(icnl onorf{y, but om* truo dignity ; since it would 
do awny with llio aoimo of porsoiml rcaponaibilily. In oxcoptional 
cflsos whovo Hfo ia apowtin foveed sttbjuciion to domostic authority, 
tlio coinfovLs of liomo aro often not niiough to provont oxisLonco 
from bofioniing an intolomblo Iniiden, simply from tlio want of 
suflicionl imlopntidonco. Wlmt would it Ijo, thou, if nvorybody 
stood in a aiinilar {loaiLion of dopondunco towards a community 
that was indilToronl to his happiimssl Yot no less a dangur than 
this would bo tho result of adopting any of tlioso utopian sclicmcs 
wlticli pacrifico Irun liliorty lo unconlrollod equality, or oven to an 
oxagfioralijd aoiiso of fvatoniity. Wide as tho divorgonco botwoon 
Positivism and tlio ICconoinic scliools is, l^ositivists adopt sub- 
stantinlly the atvielures which tiioy iiavo ^wssml upon Communism; 
especially thoso of Dunoyor, thoir most advanced writer. 

Tlioro is another ]>oint in which Communism is 
equally ineonsisLent with tho laws of Sociology. Act- Sana oa woii 
ing under false views of tho constitution of onr modern 
indu.sLi'ial sysLoiu, it propases to inmovo its directors, wlio form so 
ossontial a part of it. An army can no more exist without olhcors 
than witliout soldiors; and this oleinontary truth holds good of 
Industry as well ns of War. Tho organization of modern industry 
has not hocn found pniclicahlo ns yot ; but tho gorm of such 
organizaliou lies nmiueslionahly in tho division ^Yhich lias arisen 
sponlnnoously liotwoeii Capitalist and Workman. No great works 
could bo undertaken if onch worker rvoro also to bo a director, or if 
tho managoinont, instead of iHiing llxed, wore ontrusted to a passivo 
and irrosponsiblo body. It is evident that undor tho prosonl system 
of industry tlioro is a tondency to a constant onlargomcnb of under- 
takings : cacli fresh stop leads at once to still furthor oxlonsion. 
Now this Lendoncy, so far from being opposed to tho intorcsts of 
tho working classes, is a oondilion which will most soriously facili- 
tate tho real organization of onr ninlcrial oxistonoo, as soon as wo 
liavo a moral authority coinpotont to control it. Por it is only tho 
larger oinployora that tho spiritual power can hojie to ponoLraLo with 
a strong and habitual sonso of duty to thoir subordinatos. Without 
a suflioiont ooucontratioiiof material power, tho menus of satisfying 
tho claims of niovality would ho found wanting, oxcopl at such 
exorbitant sacrifieos ns would ho incompatihlo with all industrial 

S '088. Tins is tho -weak i)oint of every plan of reform which 
8 itself to tho mode of acquiring power, whether public power 
or private, instead of aiming nt controlling its use in whosever 
Jinnds it may bo placed. It loads to a waste of thoso forces which, 


la daftdcut tu muuiani ims arwoii, nowovor oauinuDiu, imiu iiu i_iio8ont, t 
{^j,Q Qf pi-o])or flcionlinc tonciiing, to a very !' 

wrong viow both of Uio imturoof llio diseafto and of its : 

loniedy. A boaviov voproacU against it in, that in ouo \ioiut it shows 
a manifest insufllcionoy of social instinct. (JonimunisU boast of j 

thoiv spirit of social union; but thoy limit it to llio union of Uio j 

prosont gcnovalion, stopping aliort of liialovicnl cnniinuiiy, wbicli J 

yot is tho principal chacaotoriatio of Hunmnity. WJion tlicy liavo ' 

niatuved thoir moral growth, anti hnvo followed out in Ximo that ; 

connection which nt present thoy only rocognisn in Spaco, they will ;• 
at ones SCO tho necessity of thoao gcncvnl conditions which at pi-o- 
sont they would rojoct. They will ulidoraland Iho iniportanco of 
inheritance, as tho natural means by which each generation trans- 
mits to its successor Iho result of its own labours and iho means of 
improving tliom. The necessity of iiiheritnnco, as far «s the com- 
munity is concerned, is evident, and ils oxlonsion to tho individual ; 

is an obvious consequence. 3hil whalovcr roprnacbos Communists | 

may desewe in this respect etc equally ajqdicablo to all Uvo otliot I 

progrossivo sects. Thoy are all pervaded by an anti-hiatorlo spirit, | 

which loads them to conceive of Society ns though it liad no ances- 1 

tors j and this, although thoir own ideas for tiro most part can have I 

no bearing oxcopt npon posterity. I 

In foot as n Sovious OS thoso orrots are, a plulosoidiio mind will I 

lyatoni, 'it is treat Iho Coiniiumism of our day, so far ns it is adopted | 

thoughpromi)- with iudulgouco, ^YhcthQV Uo loolc at tho I 

ted by noble motives from wMch it aroso, or at tho practical results | 

66 ngs- wliich will follow from it. It is linrdly fair to criticise 
tho intrinsic movita of a dootrino, Iho wholo inoaniug and value of 
which arc relative to tho peculiar phaso of society in whioli it is 
proposed. Communism has in its own -way discharged an important 
function. It has brought proininonlly forward tlio groalcsl of social 
problems; and, if wo except tho rocout I’oaitivist explanation, its 
mode of stating it has never boon siiriMisaod. And lot no ono sup- 
pose that it would Imvo boon enough simply to state tho problem, 
without hazarding any solution of it. Tlroao who think ao do not 
understand the exigencies of man's fcoblo inlollcct. In far easier 
subjects tlian this, it is impossihlo to give prolonged attention to 
queationa which aro simply asked, without any altoinpt to answer 
them. Suppose, for instance, that Gall aiul Brousania had limited 
themselves to a simple statomont of thoir great problems without 
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vonturing on any aolution ; their ptineiplca, however iucontostablo, 
would liavo boon bavron of roault, for want of that motive power of 
renovation which notliing can give hut a aystomatio solution of 
some kind or olhov, har.iu-dou8 as the attempt must bo at fust. 
Now it is hardly likoly that wo should bo able to ovado tins condi- 
tion of our niontal faculties in subjects which ara not only of tho 
highest dilhcwlty, but also moro oxpoaoil than any others to tho 
inlluonco of passion. Besides, when wo compare the errors of 
Communism with those of other social doctiiuoa wliicli have recently 
received olheial sanction, wo shall fool more disposed to pallialo 
them. Aro they, for instance, more shallow and more really dan- 
gerous than tho absurd and clumoricnl notion whioh was accepted 
in l''rnnco for a whole gonorntion, nud is still uphold by so many 
political toachors ; tho notion that tho groat liovoluliou has found 
its final issue in tho constitutional syslom of govornmont, a sysLoiu 
peculiar to England during her stage ol transition? Moreover, our 
so cnllod consorvutivos only escape tho errors of Communism by 
evading or ignoring its problems, though they aro becoming every 
day more urgent. Wbonovor thoy am induced to deal with thorn, 
they render themselves liable to exactly the same dangers, dangers 
common to all schools which rojoct the division of the two iiowors, 
and which consequently mo for over li-ying to make iGgislnliou do 
tho work of morality. Accordingly wo soo tho govorning classes 
now-a-duys uiiliolding institutions of a thoroughly Communist 
charaoter, such as alms-housos, foundling hospitals, etc. ; while 
popular feeling strongly and rightly coudomns such institutions, as 
being inconipaliblo with that healthy growth of homo afTootion 
which should be oommon to all ranks. 

■\Voro it not that Comnnmism is provisionally useful in antagon- 
ising oLlior dootrinos equally erroneous, it would Imvo, then, no real 
importance, oxcupt that due to tho inolivos which originated it ; 
since its practical solution is far too chiuiorical and subvorsivo over 
to obtain acceptance. Yet, from the high morality of these mo- 
tives, it will probably maintain and iiicrcaso its innuonco until our 
working men hud tliat their wants can bo more oiTcotually satisfied 
by gentler and surer moans. Our republican system seems at first 
sight favoumblo to tho schomo; but it cannot foil soon to have tho 
rovoreo ollbet, because, while adopting tho social princiido which 
oonatitutGS tho real merit of Communism, it ropudiatos its niis- 
ohiovous illusions. Iii I'raueo, at all ovonts, whore jiroporty is so 
easy to acquire and is consoquoiitly so gonornlly enjoyotl, tho doc- 
trine cannot load to uiuoh practical Imrm ; rathor its rflaction will 
bo beneficial, because it will fix men’s minds moio seriously on the 


120 


A GENP.RAIj VIBW op POaiTIVrBJf. 


iciiAr. III. 


just ckiins of tho People. The daiigcT is fflv gi-ontcv in other parts 
of tVestoni Europe; ospecwlly in England, whoro arislooratic inllii- 
eiico is less undoniiinccl, oiul whcro conaequoiitly llio working elasBOs 
are less advanced and moro oppressed. -Ami oven in Cfttholio 
countries, whore imlividimlism and anarcliy liavo boon mot by a 
truer sense of fratoruity, Communiatio distiirbancos can only bo 
avoided finally by a moro rapid dissominetion oC Positiviem, which 
will nUinmtftl'y dispel all social dolnsiona, by ofToving tho true solu- 
tion of tho i]iicstions tliat gave rise lo them. 

Tho nature of tho ovil shows us at once that Iho remedy wo Book 
must bo almost entirely of a inoinl kind. This Irutli, based ns it is 
on real knowlodgo of Imninii nature, tlio iwoplo will soon conio to 
feel instinctively. And lioi-o Coinmunisla avo, witliout knowing it, 
preparing tho w'ay for tho oscoirdoncy of PosiLiviam. They aro 
forcing upon won’s notice in tho strongest possible way a problem 
to U’hich no peaccablo and salisfaetory solution can ho given, except 
by the now pliilosopby. 

Protwi-ty la 'I'bat pliilosopliy, abandoning all nsoless and imlating 
milbulvitw- discussion ns lo Uio origin of woaltli nml tho oxtont of 
forod wuh lo- its possession, proceeds at once to tho moral rules wliich 
sliould rcgulalo it as a oocial function. Tlio distribu- 
tion of power among men, of inatorial power cajmcially, lies bo far 
boyond our moans of intervention, that lo sot it hoforo us as our 
main object to rectify tile dofecte of tho natural order in this rospoot, 
would bo to wasto our short life in barren and interminable dis-' 
putes. Tlio cbiof concern of tho public is that power, in whosovor 
bands it may bo placed, should ho oxorcisod for thoir benefit; and 
this is a point lo which wo may direct ouv offortH witli far greater 
effect. Pcsido's, by regulating the omploymonO of wealth, wo do, 
indirectly, modify its tenure; for Uic mode in which wealth is hold 
has some secondary influence over Uie right uso of it. 

Tho legulations required should bo moral, nob iiolilical in thoir 
source ; gonoral, not spemnl, in ttioir application. Thoso ^v^^o aoccpb 
thorn will do so of thoir own free will, under tho infliionco of thoir 
education. Thus thoir obcdionco, while etonclily mnintainod, will 
have, as Aristotle long ago observed, the merit of voluntary aotioil. 
By conv6rting private property into a publio function, wo would 
subject it to no tyrauniced interference; for this, by tho destruction 
of free impulse and responsibility, would prove most deeply degrad- 
ing to man’s charactor. Indeed, the comparison of proprietors with 
public functionaries will frequently bo applied in tho invorso sonso; 
with the view, that is, of strengthening tho latter rathor than of 
weakening the formor. Tho tone principle of republicanism is, tliab 
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nil forces shall work togeUior for tho common goofl. With this 
view wo hnvo on liio ono hand, to dolormino precisely whab it is 
that tho common good roqiiii-osj and on tho other, to develop tho 
toniper of mind most likely to satisfy tlio requiroment. Tho condi- 
tious rcqvusilo for Iheso two ohjccU ai-o, a tocogniswl Codo of prin- 
ciples, an adoriunto Jilducation, and a healthy dircetion of Public 
Opinion. For finch comlitions wo must look principally to tho 
pliilosoiihio body whioli Positivism proposes to osLabliali at Llioapox 
of niodorn society. 3)oubtlo.S3 this purely moral innuonco would 
not bo fiulTiciout of ilsoif. Human frailly is such that Govorninont, 
in tho ordinary flciiHO of tho word, will hove as before to repress 
by force tho morn palpahle and more dni^orous class of doliuquou- 
cioa. .Put tliifi additional contml, though necessary, will not (ill so 
important a place as it did in tho Middle Ages under tho sway of 
Ciitholiciflin. .Spiritual rewards and pniiishmonls will propondorato 
over tompnrnl, in projiortion as human development ovokos a stronger 
Bonao of t!»o tics which unite each with all, by the throefoUl bond 
of Fooling, 'J’lionght, and Action. 

Positivism, beinu moro pacific and more cfheacious , inhoiitnnco 

, ‘ ..111 favoiimiilo to 

than Communism, liocauso moro tnio, is also biwidor us iiRiit om- 
and moro complete in its fiolutiou of groat social prob- 
loms. Tho Huporllcial view of property, springing too often from 
envious motives, wliioh condonms Inheritance bocauso it admils of 
possession without labour, is not subversive inevoly, but uavvow. 
From tlio moral point of view w'o see at once tho mdical weakness 
of these empirical loproaclioa. They show blinduoss to tho fact 
that this mode of LransmiLting wealth is roally that which is most 
likely to call out tho tompor requisite for its right omploymont. 
It saves tho mind and tho heart from the wean and soruid habits 
which are so often ongondored by slow accumulation of capital. 
Tlio man wlio is born to wealth is moro likely to feel tho wisli to 
bo respected. And thus those whom wc are inolined to condemn 
as idlers may very easily bocomo tho most useful of tlio rich olassos, 
under a wiso reorganization of opinions and habits. Of course too, 
since witli tho advance of Civilization the difHculty of living with- 
out induatvy incveaBcs, tho class that wo are speaking of becomes 
moro and moro oxcoptional. In every way, then, it is a most 
soriouB mistako to wish to upsob sooloty on account of abusca which 
aro already in course of removal, and which admit of couvorsion to 
a most boiionoial jmvposo. 

Again, anoLhor fniituvo in winch tho Positivist solu- „cod8 mSmi 
lion aurjiafifios tho Communist, is tho remarkable com- 
plotoncfift of its appUcatiou. Communism takes no wclaui. 


othor power lliat man i)ossc?8e3j and espcciniiy with Uio powers of 
intellect; yet those our visionmies innko not tho fliniillnst attempt 
to rectify. Positivism being Iho only duclmio Unit oinbmcos tho 
•whole spltcro of human exiatonce, i» ihorctorc tho only doclvino 
that can elevate Social Feeling to iU proper place, by extending it 
to all dcpartnionts of biinian ftctivity without oxcoplioii. Idonlili- 
cation, in a moral aonso, of private fiiuctione with p\iblic duties is 
even more nocessnvy in tho case of tho Hciuntilic man or Llio artist, 
than in that of tho proprietor; whothor wo look at th(5 huuvco fvonr 
which his powers proceed, or at Iho olyoct to which limy should bo 
directed. Yet tlio men who wish to innko innler'ml wmilth oonnuon, 
tho only kind of wcaltli that can bo hold cxclimivoly by iiii indivi- 
dual, novor extend tlioir Utopian achoiiio to intollculiuil wealth, in 
which it would bo far more ndniiasihlc. In fact tho apt)>^tlo8 of 
Communism ofton coino forward ns zealous supporlors of wliat they 
call literary property. Such iucoiisisl^nicios sliow tho aluillownces 
of tho system ; it proclaims its own fnilnro in tho very eases that 
are most favourable for its application. Tlio oxlonsitm of llio piin- 
ciplo hero suggested would expoao nt onco lUo inux]^ediimcy of 
political regulations on the subject, ami tho ncc.eHsity of moral 
rules; for these and these only can cusuro tho right uso of nil our 
faculties without distinction. Intcllcclun) olfort, to bo of any value, 
must bo spontaneous; and it is doubtloM nn instinctivo sonso of 
this truth which provenU Communists from suhjonting inlollcctual 
faculties to tlicir utopian regulations. But Positivism can deal witli 
these faculties, wliioh stand in tho most urgent need of wise direc- 
tion, witliout inconsistency nntl without dislurbanco. It leaves to 
them their fair moasuro of freo action j and in Die case of othor 
facuKies which, though loss eminent, aro hardly less dangerous to 
repress, it strengthens their freedom. Whon n pure morality arises 
capable of impressing a social londoncy upon ovory jilineo of liiihiaii 
activity, the freer our action becomes tbo more useful will it bo to 
the public. Tho tendeiicy of modern civilization, far fruin imjmdiug 
private industry, is to cntrwsl it moto and nioro with functions, 
especially with those of a matorial kind, which woro originally loft 
to govcniment. Unforlunaloly this londoncy, whicli is very ovi- 
dont, loads economists into tho mistake of supposing that industry 
may bo left altogothor -without organization. All that it really 
proves is tlmt the influence of moral principles is gradually propon- 
deratmg over that of govornmonlal rogulalions. 
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The niollioil which is jMsculmi* lo Posilivisin of solving Action of or- 
our great social inohlcms by moral agoiicics, will bo 
foumi applicable alno to tlio solllcmont of industrial cnint'lt'iHU?"’'^ 
disputes, 80 far ah Ihu popular claiina involvod aro woll 
founded. Tho.so (daims will thus bccomo clear from all tendency 
to disorder, and will consequoiitly gain iminonaely in force ; especi- 
ally when Iboy are seen to bo consistont with iirinciiilea wbicli aro 
freely accoiited hy all, and when they aro 8 Ui>i)cnied by a philo- 
sophic body of known impartiality ami piilightennusnt. Tina spiri- 
tual power, while impressing on Lho pnoplo the duty of respecting 
tlioir temporal leailora, will impose tlulieH upon these latter, wliich 
they will hud impo.saihlo lo evado. As all clnsso.s will have rnceived 
a common education, they will all aliko bo ponotrated with the 
gonoral principles on wliich these apacinl obligations will rest. 
And theso weapons, derived fiTWi no sourco but that of I’celing and 
lloason, and aided solely hy Public Ojiiiiioii, will wield an inlluonco 
over practical life, of which nothing in lho present day can give any 
conception. Wo might compare it with lho inlluonco of Catholicism 
in the Jfiddlo Ages, only that men are loo apt Lo attribulo tho 
lesulLs of Cutholictsm to the chunorical holies and fears which it 
inspired, rallicr Lhuu lo lho energy with which praise and blame 
wore distributed. With the new Bpiiitiial power praise and hlaino 
will form the only resource; but it will bo dovoluped and consoli- 
dated to a degreo which, ns I hnvo boforo shown, was impossible 
for Catholicism. 

This is lho only real Bolulion of lho disputes lhal are so constantly 
arising bobwenn workmen and their omployors. .lloth parties will 
look to this philosophio authority ns a suprome court of arbitration. 
In estimating its importanco, wo must not forgot tliat tlio antagon- 
ism of employer and employed has not yet liocii puslied to its full 
consoquoncott. T’ho aUugglo Irclwocn wealth and numbers would 
have boon far nioro aorious, but for tho fact that combination, 
witliout which there can ho no struggle worth speaking of, has 
hithorto only hoen pcnuilLcd to tho capitalist. It is true lliat in 
Kugland combinations of workmen aro not legally in-olubitod. Put 
in that country they nve not yet auflkieiitly euiaucipatcd cither 
intollootually or morally, to mnko such use of tho power as would ho 
tho case in Franco. Wlien Froncli workmen aro allowed to conceit 
their plans ns freely as thoir ompicyors, lho antagonism of interests 
that will thou arise will innko both sides fcol tho need of a moral 
power to arbitrate between thorn. Not that the conciliating inllu- 
ouco of sucli a power will over bo such ns lo do away ontiroly with 
oxtromo inoasuvcs ; but it will greatly roslricL tlioir application, and 
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in cnsos whcsrcv they ftro umvouklilo, will mil igfilo llioiv oxccsacs. 
Such nicnsuros sJionid bo limited on both sides Ui n-funal of fio-ojicr- 
ation ; a powcv w!\icU overy freo rkcuI oii^ht Ici 1 k' ftUowod to 
oxorciso, on liis own powoiml rrapoiiKibility, with Llio object of 
impressioR on those who ftro trealiuR him unjuRtly tUo im\iorUnco 
of tlio sci vicos wliich ho has 1>oen rondoring. Tho wovkinan is not 
to bo compelled to work any moro than Iho c.apiluURl to divoct. 
Any abuso of this oxlromo pfolosl on oilboi* sldo will of cmivso bo 
disapproved by tho moral power j hnl tho option of making tho 
protest is always to Ixi reserved to (sacb elmimnt in tlio ctdlectivo 
organism, hy virtue of his natural indopendemm. In tho most 
sottlcd times functionaries liavo always licen iillowcd to suspond 
their services on s])ecial occasions. It was done frequently in tho 
Middle Ages by priests, profo.'wors, judges, el/!. All wtj jmvo lo do 
is to rcgidalc this ]ivivilege,nnd omhody it ini<» Iho indufitiial system. 
Tliis will be one of tlio secondavy duties of tlio philoRopliic l)ody, 
who will naturally he consulted on most of ihcsn oc!'n»i!Uifl, as on 
all others of public or ]»rivnto moment. Tho foniinl sanction which 
it may give lo a suspension or positive prohibition of work would 
render such a mcasuro fur moro ellectivo than it is at [U’cacnt. Tho 
I'ho upenition of tho monsuro is hut ppiiiul at presonL, hut it niight in 
this way oxteiul, lirst to all who Iwlong to the sani!) trndu, thou to 
other branches of industry, and oven uUimulcly lo every AVcHtorn 
nation that accoi^ts tho same spiritual guides. Of courso persons 
who think Ihomsolvcs aggrieved may always rosort Lo this oxtromo 
course on their own responsibility, against Iho advice of tlio pliilo- 
sophichody. 'I’ruc spiritual power conriiios itself to giving couiisol: 
it never cominands. But in sucli cases, unless tlu) advice givoii by 
tho pliilnsopluns lias boon wrong, tho suspension of work is not 
likely to bo sulficiontly general to bring about any inipovlaiit result. 

'Diis theory of Irade-uuions is, in fact, in tlio industrial world, 
wimt the power of insurrection is with rt^ard lo tho higher social 
functions; it is an uUimato lusourco which ovory collcctivo organ- 
ism must reserve. Tho principlo is tho finino in tho siinplor and 
moro ordinary cases as in tho moro unusual and impoi lant, In 
both the intervention of tho philosophio body, wliotlior solicited 
nr not, whether its ptirposo bo to organizo i>o])nlar ollbrt or to vopross 
it, will largely influonco tho result 
Wo are now in a position to stale with more precision tho main 
practical difforonoo between tho policy of Positivism, and tliat of 
Communism or of Socialism. All progi-ossivo political sehools 
a^oo in concentrating thoir attention u])on tlio probloin, How to 
give tho pooplo thoir proper place as a componout olomont of modnrn 
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Socicly, wliicli in'or since tlm ^fiddJo J'^«C8 Jins boon loiiding inoio 
and niDTo disLincUy to iU normal mode of oxistouce. 'I'lioy also 
ngi'co Lliat the two gidat i’C{[uireinents of tlio working oln.sses are, 
the oigiuii/alion of Kducation, niul Urn oigauizalion of Labour. 
But lii'i'O Ihoiv ugi'oenH'nt eiuls. AVlicm llio inonns of eirccting llicso 
two objoids luivu lo i>u conHidorod, Positivists riiul tiKunsidvcs at 
issue with idl otln'V Ihogrcesivo schools. They luniulnin that the 
orguni/atioii of fudustry juust Im linsoil iijion the oignuization of 
Ediualiim. It is couunotdy suppostul Ihut both may be begun 
Binuiltiiiieoiisly ; or indeed that .7,iilM>ur may Jiu organized iiTey- 
pcetively of I'Aliunition. It luuy worn ns if wo iiro iniilcing too 
nuicli uf a iiK'i'o (jui'.stiou uf nrmiigomimt ; yet Iho ^iiirnrenco is one 
wliieh alTects the whole cluimclor and iiictliod uf socinl rccon- 
striiclion. 'L'lu' jdiui usimlly foJlowod iHsimjiJy a i-e})olilion of llio 
old ntleiiipt to T(‘(!unstniet politically, without wailing for spiritual 
vcconstiuetion ; in olhoT wmils, to miso Iho social cdiiico before its 
intelleetuid and muinl fomulalioiw have boon laid. Hence the 
nttompts made to satisfy pojmlav requirements liy measures of a 
purely poUlicul kind, hueause they iqipeur to niecL Iho ovil directly ; 
a course whicli is as useh’sn us it is doslmotive. PasiLivisin, on llio 
contrary, substilutcs for sucli agencies, an inllupnrx) whiidi is suro 
and peaceful, (dthough it bo gmdiuil and indirect ; Iho influonco of 
n more luiligldoiiod luorality, supported hy a pmur stnte of Public 
Opinion ; suc.h opinion being organized hy conipolciit ininds, and 
diflu.Hcd freely mimiigst the peoido. In fuel, Iho whole question, 
whether the solution of tlio twofohl problem before us is to bo 
ompiricn), revolntionary, and tlioi-oforo conlincd simply to J'Vanco; or 
wliuther it is lo lie coiisiMlent, pucifle, and applicable to tlio whole 
of ’Westoru luivope, doponds upon Iho prefeicneo or the postpono- 
niont of tho ovganiziition of Ijihour Lo tho orgaulzalion of Kducation. 

This conoUision involves a brief exjdnnulion of tho 
general system of education wliicli Positivism will 
introduce. Tins tho new spiiitual power rogauls as its ‘‘ 

principal funcLiim, ami as iUs most efficient means of of"i':('hicYuorr 
satisfying tho working classes in nil reosonablo demands. 

ft was tiio great social virtuo of Catholicism, that it introduced 
for tho lirsL Lime, as far as circmuslanccs pormillcd, a system of 
education ooinmun to all olassca without distinction, not excepting 
oven those who were still slavos. It was n vtist uiulortaking, yob 
ossontial Lo its purpose of founding a spiriUinl power which was to 
bo indopeiulont of the temporal jmwor. Apart from its tompornry 
value, it has left us one imjiorisbablo principle, namely that in 
all education wortliy of the name, moral training should bo regarded 
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aaof gvcfttcv iinpovUxtJCO Umii scionllfio lonclunR. Cntliollc educa- 
tion, liowovor, was of com-so ftXtwiueJy (Infnc-livn ; owin^^ piirtly to 
tho circunistiuiccs of tlio lime, ami piirlly lo Urn wcuknass of tlio 
doelrino on whii^h it restwl. llaving rctcvouco ivhnoHt «x<d\\8ivoly 
to tlio oppi'cs-^ed masses, JJio principal lesson whieli it taiiglifc was 
tlio (Inly of almost paasivo ve.sigimtioii, witli tlio oxceiilion of 
cortaiii oblignlioiis imposed upon rulers. Inlolinctual culturo in 
any true senso Uvevo was noi\c. All Uufl wuh iiatuval in a faith 
whicli directed men’s liighoBt elTorta to an olijoeL imcoiniocLod with 
social lifo, and wliich tanglit that nil tlm plioiioniona of nature woro 
rogulalcd by an imponotrablo 'Will. Catholic lulncalion was con- 
aequently quite uusuited to any period hut tlio liliddlo Ages ; a 
period dmnng wliich tho ndvnnrod ‘ portinn of numaiiity was 
gradually ridding itself of tho aneiont institution of slavory, by 
commuting it fust into serfdom, ns a proliwinavy Htop to ontii-o 
personal freedom. In the ancient w'orld (^iLliolic oducation would 
have been loo rovolntionaryj nb tho present time it wonhl ho sorvilo 
and inadequate. lUs function was Hint of directing Uio long and 
didicult transition from, tho social lifo of Autiqviity to that of 
Modern times. Personal emancipation once ohlaincd, tho working 
classes began to develop their powers and vise to their true position 
aa a class ; and they soon hccamo couscioufi of iiUoUoclnnl and 
social wants which Catholicism was wholly incapable of satisfy- 
ing- . 

And yet this is tho only real system of univorsal oducation which 
tho world has liithovto Been. For wo cannot give that namo to tho 
so-called University system which mclaphysicinns liegnn to introdiico 
into Europe at tho close of tho Middlo Agos ; and wliich oflorcd 
littlo moro than Iho spedal inalruction previously given lo tho 
priesthood ; tliat is, tho study of Uio Latin languago, with the 
dialectical training required for llio dofonco of tlioir doctrines. 
Morals woro mitaiiglit oxcopt as o part of tho training of tho pro- 
fessed theologian. All this metaphysical find litovary instruction 
was of no groat sorvteo to social evolution, oxcopt so far ns it 
dovolopcd tho critical power; it had, liowovor, a certain indirect 
influence on tlio constructive inovomont, ospooially on tho dovolop* 
ment of Art. But its defects, both, practical and thcorotical, have 
been mado moro ovidont by its application to now olnsaos of society, 
whoso occupations, whoUier practical or spcculativo, required n very 
ditlorent kind of trauring. Aard Uius, whilo claiming tho title of 
Univorsal, it iisvor readied tho working classes, ovou in Protostaut 
countries, wlioro oach boUovot bocamo to a cortaiu oxtoiit his own 
priest. 
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Tho tlioolop;icftl moUind boincf obsoloto, and the inotnphysical 
moLlunl iiiiid(:f|uiiLr, tlio Insk of foumliiig nn cfficioiit sy.ilotn of 
populnr ccluciilidu l)olong3 to Positivism ; llio only clocii-ino cnpablo 
of roconcibng Ibcsrt two oitlora of conditions, tho inlollectmil nnd 
tho inoiiil, wliicli aro equally noccssavy, but wliich sinco tlio Middle 
Agoa have* always proved inconipaliblo. I’osilivist oducation, 
whilo seem ing tiio Hiipronmcy of the heart over tho undorstanding 
more elTieictiUy than CaUinrunain, will yot pul no ohstaclo in tho 
way of inlelleelnal giowtli. Tho funclion of tntclloct, in educa- 
tion as ill imieticul life, iviU ho to rcgulato Pcohugj tho cuUuro of 
wliieli, bogiiiniiig at birth, will ho maintaiuwl by constant oxorciao 
of tho Ihi'co c.lasacH of duties rohilivo to Self, to tho Pninily, and 
to Society. 

1 have already oxpliaund tho modo in which tho principles of 
universal morality will bo lltially co-ordinnlod; a tnsic which, as I 
have shown, is connected with tho principal function of Llio now 
spiritual power. 1 liavo now only to point out tlio paramount 
inlluonco of morality on nvery part of Positivo !15duenlion. It will 
bo soon to 1)0 connec.Lod at (Irst Hpontanoously, and nflerwavds in a 
more Hyslematie. form, with tho ontii-o ByBlcm of human knowledge. 

Positive I'ldncation, oilajittng itself to tho rwpuromonts of tho 
Organism with whicli it has to deal, auboi'dinnles inlolloctual 
condiliona to social, Social enmiitions aro conaidorod as tho main 
object, iuLclhictiial as bnl tho means of allaiuing it. Its principal 
aim is to iuduco tho working classes to accept tlioir high sooial 
function of supporting the spiriUinl i)owor, while at tho same Limo 
it will romiur thorn more ofliciont in their own special duties. 

Presuming that iMlucation oxlciuls from hiiih to 
manhood, wo may divide it into two poriods, tho first iiastwosugoBj 
ondhig with i)uh()rty, that is, at Iho hogiiming of in- |n?bo.ty"nom 
dustrinl nppronticosliip. Education hero should bo 
ossontially sponlnnooiis, nnd should bo carriorl on ns fli'iit, cositilst' 
far as possible in the bosom of tho family. Tho only 
studios rc(|uircd should ho of an csthoUc kind. In tho tmiuitif? to bo 
second period, blduoation takes a systomatio form, 
consisting chiolly of a pnblio course of Bcienlific Icoluros, explaining 
tbo ossontial laws of tlio various oi-dors of phonomona. Tlieso 
lectures will bo tho groundwork ol Moral Soienco, which will co- 
ordinalo tho whole, nnd point out tlio relation of each part to tho 
social purpose common to all. Tims, at about tho time which long 
oxporionco has ilxod as Unit of legal majority, and when in most 
cases Iho term of appronlicoship closes, tho workman will bo pro- 
paiod inlciloclually and morally for his public and private sorvioo. 


ospccifilly of tiio iiiotlior. Pljyeical education, tis uaually pmotised, 
is nothing but inoro muscular oxorciso; but n inoio important 
object is that of tmining tlio senses, and giving manual sbill, so as 
to develop from the very first ouc powova of obaorvaliou w\d 
action. Study, iu the ordinary acceptntion, thoro sltould bo nono 
during this period, not ovon rending or writing. An aciiuaintanco 
with facts of various kinds, such as may sjiontnnoously attract tho 
growing powers of attention, will bo tho only instruction rccoived. 
Tho philosophic system of tho infant individual, liUo that of tho 
infant species, consists in pure Fotichisni, and its natural dovolop- 
luont should not lx> disturbed by unwise inluvfurcncc. T’ho only 
caro of tlio ])arent 8 will bo to impress those foolings and liabits for 
which a rational basis will bo given at a lalor period, lly taking 
every opportunity of calling llio higher instincts into play, they 
will 1)0 laying down tho best foundation for true morality. 

During tho poviod of about seven years compriaud botweon tho 
second dentition and puberty, I'lduoatiou will become somewhat 
moro systematic ; but it will bo limited to the ciilturo of tlio fmo 
arts; and it will bo still most imporlant, osjicoially on moral 
grounds, to avoid separation from tho family. Tho study of Art 
should siniply consist in practising it mote oi: less syslcwaUcally. 
No formal loctm-os aro necessary, at least for tlio purposes of 
general education, though of course for professional pnrposoa they 
may still be roquii-cd. Tlioro is no tooson why theso sUulios should 
not bo carried on at homo by tho second gonoration of Positivists, 
when the culture of tho paronls will bo BufUciontly ndvnncod to 
allow them to superintend it. They will includo Poolry, tlio art 
on wliich all tho rest aro based; and tho two most important of 
tho siiccinl arts, imisio and drawing. Moantimo tho ])upil will 
beconio familiar with tho principal 'tV'eslorn languages, which aro 
included in the study of Poetry, since inodorn pooLry cannot bo 
properly apprcciulod without llioin. ;^^orooYOl•, indopoiulontly of 
osthetic conaidoiationa, a knowledge of them is most important 
morally, as a means of destroying iinlional projudicos, and of 
forming the true Positivist standard of Occidcmtal feeling. Each 
nation will be taught to consider it a duty to learn the language of 
contiguous countries ; an obvious prinoiplo, which, iu tho caso of 
B’ronchmou, will involve Uioit learning all tho other four languages, 
as a consoquonco of that control position which gives them so many 
advantages. When this rule bocoinos gonoral, and tho natural 
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nlTlniLif'a of tlio fivo ftilviviicod imtions oro brouglit fully into play, 

II coiiimoii OcciUoiilal laiiHimso m'iH not bo lonjj in formin'' itanlf 
Rpoiilaiicously, witliout thn aid ot any inotiipliynioal schoino for 
pvcKl\u‘.iufi a langaa^ft that ahaU ho ahsolwtoly univovAnh 

During tlio lalLar portion of primary luluciition, wbiob ia dovotod 
to Uio culturo of llio imngiimtivo powora, tlni pliiliwopliic dovolop- 
mont of Iho individual, concsponding lo tbnl of tiio race, will 
carry him from tho almplo FotiaUism with which ho hi>gan to tho 
flUgo of Polytlioiain. Tliis rc.aemblanco liolw'ron Iho growth of tlio 
imJiviilunl and tliat of aociaty has always shown itsolf ninro or lo.a.-i, 
in 8])ito of thn irratinnal precautiona of Cliristiun loucluirs. They 
havo novov ho.ou '.vide to give children a dishvato for ihoso siiuplo 
tales of fuirii'S and giinii, wliiolv aro naltiml lo tins pluiso. 'I'lio 
Positivist tcachor will lot this tondoncy lako its own course. It 
should not, liowovcr, involvo any liypociisy on tlm part of tho 
pavonts, nor need it lend to any Rnlraoiinant contrndiciion. Tim 
siinpln trulli is onnugh. Tho child may Ito told llinL tho.so spon- 
lanoou.s holiofs aro bub natnrnl to bis age, liut tlmt they will 
gradually loud him on to others, by Ilia finidaniciU-d law of all 
human ilovuli^pmont. T.nuguago of this kind will not only have 
tho advauLago of faniiliavislng him with n great priin-iplo of 
Positivism, hut will sLiiniilalo Uio nascont aensu of Hoinahility, hy 
loading him to aympalhizo with the various nations who still 
remain at his own pvimitivo alago of inlollcclnal dovidopmont. 

Tlio sofloml \i(irt of PositiviHt I'klucalion canimt bo 
conduclod nllogotlior at liomo, sinco it involvos public 
lectures, in whiili of cmirso tho part token hy tho i-ni'iiuiwimos 
parent can only lio ncco.sanry. jJul l-hw is no vi'nson •onoas, faun 
for depriving the pu\)il of tho advantages of family 
life; it remains rm iudispensablQ as over to lus nioi'.d 
(lovolojniumt, Avliicli ia always to bo tho first coiisulorntiou. It will 
ho easy for him to follow thn best masters witlimil wcahoniug his 
eeuao. of pevaomil ivud domostio momlity, which is iho alinoat 
inovilahlo ro.sult of tlm monastic seclusion of modrrn schools. 'I’lin 
public-school systom is commonly thought to nompnnsato for Ihcao 
(li8advanlago.s, by the knowledge of Iho world which it gives ; but 
tlvis is bettev obtiiiuod by freo iutoreoiirao with smdoty, wliovo 
eynipathica nro far morn lilcoly to bo satislicd. Kocngniliim of this 
truth would do much to facilitato and improve popular education ; 
ami itapplica lo all cases, axcopt parhajxs lo aomo special profes- 
sioua, wlmve scelasion of tlvo pupils may still ha na«‘.»s;uy, though 
oven in tlioso cases probably it may bo ultimately dispimaml witli. 

Tho plan to bo followed in this poriod of ovlucution, will 

D 
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obviously 1)0 tlmt iiidicalcd by Uio rncyclopfoilic law of Classifica- 
tion, which foriiis pnvt of my Tliucu-y of -Devolojunont. Sciontifio 
study, whoLlior for Ibo working mnn or Dm philnsojihov, sliouicl 
b(;giu with llic inoignuic world around us, iiml llion jiass in llio 
subject of Muu and Society j sinco our ideas on tlnv^o two snbjeola 
fonn the basis of our prnclical action. Tlio iiisl uIusk of studios, 
as I Inu'o stated boforo, indiulcs four acioncos which wo may 
niraiigo in pairs: Mathematics and AHtranmny foiniihg the first 
pair ) Physics and CbMmsVty the second, 'i'o onch id ilicse pairs, 
two years may bo given. ]iut as tbo first rjingos over a wulo fiold, 
and is of groator logical imjjorlnnco, it will ro'niiro two lectures 
weekly ; whereas, for all tho sobaciiuont studies (uio lecture will bo 
sufficiout. 13 c 5 i(io 8 , during tbeso two the nce.cKaities of 

practical life will not press lioavily, uiul mnro limn may fairly bo 
spent in mental oceuimtion. Imoui tho study of inorgaiiie soionco, 
tlin pupil will proceed to Biology: this Buhjt!ct may easily bo 
condensed in tho fifth your iulo a serins of forty lecluros, without 
really losing oitlioi ils plulosopliie or its poi>ulnr character. This 
concludes tlio introductory part of I'Mucalinn. Tho student will 
now co ordinate all his provioiw knowledge hy tlio direct study of 
fijociology, statically and dyimiuically viewed. On this subject 
also forty lectures will bo given, in winch tho strueturn ami growth 
of human sociotios, ospocinlly tlioso of modem limes, will bo olonrly 
explained. With this foundation wo come to llie last of tho seven 
years of pupillage, in which tho grout sooial i)Uvposo of tlio schomo 
is at last reached. It will bo devoted to a systoimdio oxpo.sition of 
Jloral Science, the principles of which nmy bo now fully ulKlo^ 
stood by the light of tho knowledge previously obtained of tho 
AVorld, of Life, and of Humanity. 

During this covirso of study, part of tbo three unoccupied months 
of each year will be spent in public oxuuiiimtions, to tost tlio degree 
to which tho instruction has boon asaimilnlcd. Tho pupils will of 
their own accord contitiuo their osLholic pursuits, oven sujiposiiig 
their natural tastes in this dirootion uot to bo cucouvagod us they 
ought to bo. During tlio last two yotirs tho latiii and Greek 
languages might bo ncquii-cd, us an accessory study, winch would 
iuiproyo the poetic culturo of tho student, and bo nsoful to him in 
the liistorical and moral questions with which lie will then bo 
- occupied. For tho purposes of Art, Greek is Urn more useful of 

III the second objeob Oint of enabling us to realize 

Ij; our social filiation, Latin is of ovott grculer Imporlaiico. 

ij! In the course of those sovon years Uio pbilosophio dovolopmonb 

il individual, preserving its corrospomlonoo with that of tlio 
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mcc, will tlirou^li its lust phiise. Aa Iho pupil jinssod bnforo 
fiom FisLiiiliiaui to PiilytlioiaiUj so ho will now pass, aa spoutanooualy, 
into JfonoUiL'iHiii, indiicetl by tho iiinueiico on his inmgiiintivo 
jiowcva which hitlitivUi luivo boon sttpvoino, of thoapmtof discus- 
sion. No intnrfi’ioMco slionUl ho ollbrod lo this luclaphysicnl 
IvuuHiUou, which is tho honuigo Uiat ho pnya to the necessary 
coiiililiDiiH under which inmilcind arrives at tniUi. There is some- 
lhi\ig in thin provisional \iUiisc which ovwlontly havmoni/.cs well 
with tlio ahsLi'iict and indopmulont chavocter of Jrathonintics, with 
which tho two lirst yenvs of tho wwou aro occupied. As long ns 
wore ftltontimi is given to dediictioii than to induction, tlio mind 
cannot but volaiu a loaning to molaphyaieal IhcovicR. llndov their 
inliuonco tho sUidonl will soon reduce his primitivo theology to 
Deism of a mmo ov less distmet kind ; and thia during his physico- 
clieinir,nl studies will moat likoly dogoucrato into a Hjjecics of 
Alhoism ; wliich last phase, under tho enlightening iniluenco of 
biological and still wore of aociological kiiowlctlgo, will be ftimlly 
rophwoil \\y Positivism. Thna at the time fixed for tho ultimate 
aliuly of moi'iil acionce, each now momhev of Ilmnanily will Imvo 
been sLvongly impressed by pevamud oxi>orienco, with a aenao of 
liisloricid Filiation, ami will bo oiialded to Bympnthiso witli liis 
ancostora and cimtomjmvftviea, while devoting his pmcUcal energies 
to tlm good of his sncccssorH. 

Tboro is an excellent cusLmu provalcnl among tho timvoId ot 
working men of k'nincu and crcdilablo to their good 
sense, with which onr educational achemo bowus at first sight 
incompatilile. 1 rider to Uio custom of travelling from place to 
place during tbo laal years of appi'onticoship ; which is aa bunofioial 
to tlmir mind and cliamcLor, as tho purposeless excursions of our 
wealthy and idle claaans are in mast cases injurious. But tlioro is 
no ncciisaity for its iiiterforing with study, siiico it always involves 
long rrahleiico in the ebiof centros of prodaclion, whore the work- 
man ia auro lo liml anmml rourscs of lectures similar lo Ihoao which 
ho would olherwiRc have been atlondiiig at homo. Aalho atniotiiro 
and distribution of the jibilosopliio Iwdy will bo ovovywhero the 
same, Ih' i'o need bn no great hicouvouienco in those changes. Tor 
every centre not more tliau seven toachoro will bo required 5 each 
of whom will take tlio whole JCucycloiUDdio scale succcasivoly. 
Tims tho total mimhor of lectures will l>o so small os lo admit of a 
high standard of morit boiiig ovorywlioro attained, mid of finding 
ovorywliero a fair moasuro of material support. So far from dis- 
couraging tlio travelling ayslom, Positivism will givo it a now 
ohavacioi', intoHoctually and sociAUy, by (cctonding tho range of 
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tiaviil to tlio whole of Westorn Kurojio, ainuo ia no part of it 
in NvlvicU the wovUmau will wot Iw able to ptxianuuLo liU wlueftUon. 
Tlio (lilfuioiico of Iftngimgo will tlioii bo iio obat:n:lo. Jfut only 
would Iho aonso of frutoriuty among Wcalorii imtions Ini atrong. 
thoned by auoh a plan, but grunt imiii-ovcinunt would rosult 
oathoLicnlly. Tlio Inngungoa of Europo would bo loaiiiL iiioro 
tliorougldy, and tliero would bo u kconui* npjuuoiutiuu of wm-ks of 
nil, wliotbor imisicnl, picloriul, or ni*clutuotiir«il ; fur tlio-so can novor 
bo properly apprcciatod but in llio counti-y which gavo llunn birlli. 

ConcoMtm- Judging by our presont pmolico, it wouUl snom 
itou of Btuay. iiiipossihlo to incluilo auoh n iujihh of iiiqiorLimt ficiontifio 
studios, ns arc liovo projioscd, in thrco huiuhed and nixly lectures, 
hut tlio length to which conreea of loutiiroH on any fmbj(u;t uxlond 
at ])ro9ont, is owing partly to tho 8|>ooiul or piofcasioiiiil object witli 
which tho courso is givon, niul still mom to Ihu diHcurslvo and 
unpliilosoplucul spirit of most of tlio lunchura, consoijiuuit on tlio 
inisotablo niannor in which our aciontilic aysUnii in orgaiiizecl. 
xSuch a regonoration of sciciiUdc studies im I’o.siiiviHiu proposes, 
will aniinato Uioin with a social spirit, and thua give thuiu a lavgov 
and nioiu comprolicnsivo tomloucy. TonchoiH will boconiu iiioro 
\)ractiscd iii thy art of couclousiiig, and lUuir lucturoH will ho far 
more substuntial. They will not inilcud bo a HubHtiUitu fur volun- 
tary ofTorfc, on which all tho real vnluo ot toachiiig dupciuln. Tlioir 
aim will bo rather to direct such cfibvt. A Btrilcing oxuinplo, wliich 
is not so well icinoniborcd ns it should lie, will help to explain my 
moaning. At tho first oponiiig of tho l*olytochnic Solioul, courses 
of lectures wovo given, very npinopviatoly named Uevaluliundrij 
Courses, which concentrated tho loaohing of tlirco yuara into Llirco 
nionllis. IVliat was in Hint enso nn oxtruoidlnary niiomiily, due to 
lopublioan eiitliusinsm, may bocomo Ibo normal state when a moral 
power arises not infurior in energy, and j'et bused ujum a coiisislont 
inlollcotunl synthesis, of which our giunt predecessors of tho liovo- 
lution could have no coiicoption. 

Little attontion has hUhorlo boon given to the didactic value of 
Tooling. Since the closo of tho lifiddlu Ages, the heart has boon 
neglected in proportion as tho mind bns boon oullivutud. .Unt it is 
tlio characteristio principle of Positivism, a jirinciplo as fertile in 
intolleotual as in moral results, that tbo Tnlelloct, wliotliov ^vo look 
at its natural or at its iiorinnl position, is subonlimilo to yocial 
booling. Thiougliout this coui-so of jwpulav education, piuoiUs and 
masteis will soizo every suUablo occasion for calling Social Tooling 
into play ; and the most abstruse aubjocts will oflou bo vivillod by 
its influouco. Tho oUico of tho mind is to strougtlion and to 
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cuUivato tlio heart; tlin Ijcavt affftin sliowld animato and direct Uio 
nioiilal j)()\vow. Thin imiUial innucnco of gonoral views nnd 
gi’iKaous 'wiU Imviij'rcfitor (dfiicl upon sciontinc study, from 

the cslliotic ciiltiire [ucvionsly {»ivoii, in wliich such hahits of mind 
n-ill have Ijccn formed, us will give grneo nnd beauty to tiio wliolo 
life. 

A\nion I speak of this education as specially dcsLiiiGd < 5 o,t,TOmoni- 
for tliu piwijdo, ] nm not moroly using words to denote ai ftHsiitauco 
its compridienHiveuesH and plulosophic o.lmmelcv. It is, oxcopn»rccr- 
iii my o])iiiion, tlie only oduention, with the exception 
of certain 6])ncial hniiiclies, for which puhljc orgauiza- tlllR’^'mly m 
tiou ia needled. It slumld ho. looked on ns n snci'cd 
debt wliicli (he ropuhlic owes to the working olaascs. 

Hut tlio claim doi-s not iixland to other classes, who can easily pay 
for any apociiil instruction that they may require. Hosidea aucli 
iiislniction will ho only a jiartial development of the more gono.ml 
teaching, or an niiplioiition of it to some pnrlioulnr purpose. Tliorc- 
fore if llio gcnmal Irainiiig Ijo -sound, moat people will bo aide to 
piosccuto nccesHoiy studies by themsolvos. Apprenticeshij) to any 
iuiaiiu'ss iiivolvcH very little, except the practice of it. Even in 
tlio liiglie.st arts, no courao of syslenuitic instruction is necessary. 
Tho false views now luevalunt on tho sulycct nro duo to the 
imforUmalo ahsenco of all geuornl cduenlien, since tho decay of 
Catholicism. 'I'lm speeial instltuLiniis founded in Tairopo during 
tho last Ihreo conluries, ami ciirofnlly reinodollcd in .Eranco by tlio 
Convention, nro only valmvhlo as i*imtniniwg eovUin germs of truth, 
which will bo found indispensable when general education is finally 
reorganized, .lint important as they may bo from a scioiitific aspect, 
Uioiv \>vactical utility, which seems to have been the motive for 
ostablishing thorn, is uxcecdingly doubtful. The arts which they 
woi'O intonded to promotn could liavo done porfecLiy well without 
thorn. 1 iiieUide iu iho.so vomarks sucU iustitulious as the Poly- 
toclmic .School, the JiliiMuum of Katnml Tlialory, etc. Their value, 
like that of all good institiitiona of modern Uinas, is purely pro- 
visional. Viowod in tliia light, it may he worth our while to 
roorganizo tliom. Positivist principlds, discarding all attompls to 
niako thorn jiormancnt, will ho all the botlor able lo adapt tbom to 
thoir inipovlank Lmnpovary purpose. Indowl there aro eomo now 
institutions which it might bo advisable lo form ; such, for instance, 
as a School of Comparative Philology, the object nf which would 
bo lo rango all human languagoa accoitllng 'to thoir true afilnitics, 
This would ooinpoiisato tlio Rupproasion of Crook nnd Latin pvofos- 
sorshipa, which is oorlainly an indiaironsablo moasnvo. But the 
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oeocssity foi- a provisioiml Byatoni Hliouhl lufxd to no miHt:onco])Lioti 
of iU ciiavactci- unci purposo. Working snfiii uvo (.lio only clusa who 
have ft roni clniin u|k»ii tho yirtlo for inaUiuiiioii ; nml Lliin, if wisely 
organized, disponses wilh tho necoauity of Hpneial iiistilutions. 
Tho adoption of llioso views would nt oneo fiicilitulo and eimoblo 
popular education. Nnlioiis, provinces, niul towns ^yi]I vio M’itli 
ono anolhor in inviting tlio best tcnchoi^ that (ho spiritual aulliO' 
titles of Western Kuropo can 8iii)ply. And every truu philo8o[ihor 
will take prido in such leaching, when it becomes goncrully iindor- 
stood tliat tiio popular character of Ida lectures imiilic.s that they 
shall be at tho sauio time aysloinntia iMembur.s of tho new 
spiritual power will in most caaca regard leaching as their principal 
occupation, for at least a consldcrablu ])Ot'linn of their pnldic life. 

Wo nro not What Ims bccu said makes it chair that any orgnuiza- 
education as Ihis at Iho pre-sent lime would 
aciii; aiui Oo- bo imjMJSsiblo. However sincero thn intentions of go- 
t.ot‘n"ttclnla'1o votwncMs to effect this groat result might bo, any 
iiostoii iu in- preumturo nttoinpl to do it woidd but injuro the work, 
^ efti>cciaUy if they put in n chtinx to supuriixlond it. 

Tho truth is that a system of education, if it doservo tlio nnino, 
presupposes tho accoplunco of a doHnilo \d\iloRO)ddcul mul social 
creed to dotormino its chnmclcr and j)urpo.yo. (Jhildron cannot ho 
brought up in convictions oonltavy to Ihoso of tUoiv jiaveuts ; indeed, 
tho influence of tho parent is ossonlial to tho inatniotor. Opinions 
and habits that bavo boon already formed may suhacqueiitly bo 
strengthened Iry an educational systom; but tho carrying out of 
any such systom is impossible, ujitil tho prim-iplos of combined 
action and bcliof have boon well establiHhed. Till then l-lio organ- 
ization that wo propose cun only bo offecLod in tbo case of individuals 
who are ripe for it. Ifiaclr of those xvill oiulcnvimr to repair tho 
faults and doflcionciea of his own education in the best way ho 
can, by tho aid of tbo goncml doctrine which Im accepts. Assum- 
ing that tiro doctrino is dcslinod to triumph, tho numhor of such 
minds gradually rnereasos, and they suporiutond tho social progress 
of tho next generation. This is tho imUirnl process, and no arti- 
ficial mtorforonco can disponso with it. So far, then, from iiiviliiig 
government to orgamzo odiicftlion, wo ought rather to oxliort it to 
abdicate the oducational irowors which it ftlroady holds, and which, 
I refer more especially to T’mnco, are oithor useless or a source of 
discord. 'I’hoto ate only two oxcoirtions to this romurlr, nanxoly, 
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pvininiy educntioi), inul specinl instvuotion in cerlnin higher l)rivnchi‘«. 
Of lliosu [ havo alrcnily Hpnkcn. Jhit witli thcao exceptions, it is 
most ik'-sirahlo tliat government, whether iminiciiwil or central, 
bIiouKI siiireuder iU unvoasimahle nvouo\wly, and cslablish veal 
liberty of tciioliiiig ; the comlitinn of such liberty being, ns j said 
before, tlio fiiippression of fill anuiml grants wlmlsoovor for theo- 
logical or molaphywical purposes. IJiilil some nnivoraal faith has 
boon aecopted on its own merits, nil iitloinpls nmdo by Government 
to reform education mnst necessarily bo reactionary j since they 
will always be based on sonii' nun of tho I'otrogreasivo ci-ccds wliich 
it is our object to supursodo altogether. 

It is willi adults, tlum, that wo must deal. Wo must endeavour 
to dis-Hominalo Hyaleinatie convictions among Uioni, and thus open 
the door to a real reform of Cihicalion for tho iioxt gonoralion. 
Tlio ]n'0S8 and tho puwor of froo speech offer many ways of bring- 
ing about this result. Tho most important of these would bo a 
more or Joss connected series of popular Icoturos on tho various 
positive sciences, including history, which may now ho ranked 
among them. Now for these leclurea to pi-oduoo Ihoir full effect, 
they must, oven when Lroating of tho most elementary point in 
mathemalicH, ho thoroughly philoKophic and consequently animated 
by a social a|iirit. They must bo onliroly iiulopondcnt of govern- 
ment, HO ns not to bo hampeml by any of tho aulborized views. 
Lastly, thcro is a condition iu which all tho rest aro summed up. 
Those lectures should be Occidonlal, not aimply Xntional. WImt 
wo require is a free assooiation of philosophcra throughout Wcstorii 
Eurojie, formed by tho voluntary co-o|>omtion of all who can 
contiThnto ofllciimtly to tliis great proliniinnry work ; tlieir sorvicos 
being essentially gratuitous. It is a rasult whicli no system bub 
Positivism is capable of effwling. lly its agency that coalition 
between philosopherH ami tho working classes, on which so much 
depends, will spoeilily bo establishwl. 

Wliilo tlio work of ))ropagnting Positivist convictions is going 
on iu the free and uurostrioted mannor hero (icseribotl, the .siiiritual 
authority will at the same timo be funning ilsolf, and will be pre- 
pared to make use of those convictions ns tho basis for social 
rogouoialion. 'I.'lius tho Lrausibioiml slnto will bo brouglit as nearly 
as possililo into harmony with flio normal slate ; and this tho move 
In proportion as tho natural alUnily botwoon philosnpliors and 
workmen is brought out morn distinctly. Tho ooimoction botwocii 
Positivist lectures and Positivist clulw will illustrate my moaning. 
Wliiln tho lectures prepare the way for tho Ifuturo, the clubs work 
iu tlie same direction by judging tlio Past, and advising for tho 


cat! bo roaiisoil, ll\o niwlwl ftcUon of philoaophci h anil ^Yovknlen 
will buYc douo "vcflt service to IwilU. JrccUug with kucU powerful 
su|)[)oit from llio people, tlm rising Bpirilual power will win the 
respect if not tlio an'cclion of llioir riilora, evoji of tlio.so among 
tlicm who aro now Die most contemptuoiw of ovory iiillucnco but 
tlmt of ninlevial j)ower. Tlioir excess of pride will often bo eo far 
hnmWctl that tlioy will invilo iU incdwUon in cnaoH whevo tho 
])ceplc have been roused to just imUgiialiou. TUo force of muuhevR 
seems at first so viuIciiL ns to carry nil boforo it ; hut in Llio oncl it 
usually proves far inforior lo Hint of wenltli. It cannot oxiat for 
any length of linio williouL coniploto coiivoi’genco of ojnnion and 
feeling. Ilonco, a spiritiml power )ms very great weight in con- 
trolling or directing its action. IMiilosophorn will novor, indeed, bo 
able to manago tho working classes ns they jilciiso, ns somo unprin- 
cipled agitators linvo imagined; but wlien they oxerciso liiuir 
authority rightly, whether it bo in Uio enuHO of Ordor or Unit of 
Progress, they will liave great power over tlioir passions iiml conduct. 
Such inlluenco can only spring from long clmriahed feelings of 
gratitude and trust, duo not merely lo pvmnmul cnjiacity, but to 
so.i'vices actually rendered. No one ie a fit r<\prc8«ntativo of lua 
own claims ; but tlio philosopher inny honomably ropresout tlio 
cause of working men hoforo the governing clnssos ; and tho jioojilo 
will in their turn compel tlioir rulers to rcepoot tlio now spiritual 
power. By this hahilual oxdmngo of services tho aspirations of 
tho pco]>lo will bo kcjit clear of all subveraivo londoncios, and 
philosophers will Im led to abandon tho folly of seeking political 
power. Noitlior class will degrade itself by making its own interest 
tho chief consideration: encli will find its own rowarcl in keeping 
to tho nohlor ennrso of its own social duty. 

intoiicctiint comploto this viow of tlio political allilndo which 

pcor'o**Krn!!tf rccoiunvomla to tho working class, I have 

eipuiion Vrciift uow lo spoalc of tho iutollcctual and moral conditions 
ibedogicBi bo- wliicli that nttitiido requiroe, and on which tho clmrnclor 
^ of their spiritual lenders dopomla. "Wlmt is wanted is 

j'i ^ more perfect development of londoncios wliicli already exist 

i in the people, and which have olrendy shown Lhomsolvos strong in 

^ Paris, tlio centre of tho groat Western movomont. 

i' Intellectually tho princiiwl conditions nro two ; Emancipation 

j. from obsolete beliefs, and a sufiioient amount of mental oulturo. 


last hIuro in Uio pvoci'w of onmncipalion speciUly comes Lo iin ond. 
Wo only roquii'o ii Htidiiyor cxprc.Msion of popuki- feeling on tliis 
point, H'> to avoid nil <l(’(!(‘iitio)i niul fnlso sliitomeut ns to llio 
iiilollcoliml clmmcitu' of Uio rcorgnniznlion tlmt ie going on. And 
the froodom tlmt wo urn now enjoying will admit of theso fooHngs 
being unniihbikably nmuifcHt(;d, esneciully now tlmt they Imvo tlio 
now philosopliy for lln^ir oxpcmoiil. A disLiuct dockmlion of 
opiuinu on Uiin Huhjoct Ih iirgontly nraU'il on flocial groniula. That 
liyj) 0 <:i'itical nllbotalioii of tlieologwml lioHcf against which wo havo 
to fight, is dosigiiod to pn'vnnt, or at least has Iho ofi’ecl of provont- 
iug, the just oiiforc.oinont of \iop«lnr claims. Thoao miscvupulous 
ftttompta to JJiystify tliu ju^oplu involvo tlioir nioiital subjection. 
Tlio rosiilt is, tlmt llioir logitinmto aapimtions for real iirogresa nro 
evaded, hy divmtiug (Ueir thovigUta lowawla an imaginary future 
state. It is for tlio working claaaos thnmBclvoa to break through 
this concerted siOmnio, wliicli is ovon inoro conlomptihlo tlmn it is 
odious. 'J'hoy have only to dwlavo without diaguiso what thoiv 
inlolloetiml po.Hiliou really is ; and to do lliis so eniphalically ns lo 
nmko any niistuke on tho ]mrt of llie govornlng classes impossible. 
They will eonHoqnontly lojocl nil tcachovs who ate insuilicionlly 
omiuicipated, or wiin in any way support the system of theological 
hypocrisy, wliicli, from .Uohespierro tlownwnrds, has boon the rohigo 
01 all voactinnislH, whellii-v duniocrat or voynlist. 3lul thovo nro 
toftohors of another kind, wlio sincoroly mninlain that our life hero 
on earth is a lomporary hanislinionh mul that wo ought lo lake as 
little inlercsL in it ns posaihlo. A iwompt answer may ho given to 
such instructora as theso. 'I'hoy should bo requested Lo follow out 
tlioir principle consistently, and to cease to iiUorforo in tlio maimgo- 
inont of a world which is bo nlioii to what, in tholr ideas, is tlio 
solo aim of life. 

iMotapliysicnl jn'inciplcs liavo more hold on our work- 
hig classes than tlioological j yet their ahandoiimonb is 
equally ucftessavy. 'I'he suhllc ext-mvaganocs by wliicU ‘ 
tho Gonimii niiiul )ms linen eo confused, liiul, it is truo, littlo favour 
in Catholic countrios, .lint ovon in Jkris tho jwople rclniiis a pro- 
jvulico in favouY of metaphysical instruction, though happily it has 
not boon able to obtain it. I t is most dtwirablo that this last 
illusion of our working i lanscs should ho dissipated, as it forms 


instnicUul men mo eaimblo of govomiii};. Now lliin oiror, nuluial 
os it is, oflon Icoda tltom to clionso incomjmlont limihiVH. A trnoi' 
ostimnto of inoclcrii society would leacli tlimn Llmt it in not mnong 
our literary, or evon our scieulillc men, inoud as limy may bo of 
tlioir nttninments, iliat Iho largest nunilmr of really imworful la- 
tollccts nro to bo fomul. Xlicro are morn of lln'in among tlio 
dcs|)i8ccl practical class, and oven nmoiigst llm most luiiiiKtnictctl 
working mou. In tbo Aliddlo Ages tliis irulli whh laaier known 
than it is now. JCduontion was tlmught ntoro of tlmn inslruclion. 
A knight would bo npprccmlud for his wigaeity and iicimtraLion, 
and appointed to iinporlnnt posts, though lio might Ijo oxtremely 
ignorant. Clear-sightedness, wisilom, and oven conaisloncy o£ 
thoiiglit, arc qualities which aro very imleiiondent of learning; and, 
ns matters now stand, thtiy aro far bettor cultivated in pradical lifo 
tlmn in scholastic study. In hi-cadlli of view, whieli Hos at tho 
root of all political caiwcily, our literary cIiibsch Imvo covlniniy 
shown themselves far below llio avomgo. 

Thoir nua- “'^*0 ^0 «»oUmr and a dcnjicr reason 

Sooftt.' ^'^0 projiulico of which I am a]»(ial<ing. It is that 
rysntlrliotorl- they inako no distinction boLwcun ono Iciiul of instruc- 
onotbor. Xlio unforlnnato cnniidonco which 
luai power. thoy stiU bostow Oil literary men and Jawyurs sliows 
that tho prestige of jicilanlry lingers an'iong thorn 
lonpr tlmn tho prostigo of theology or monarcliy. Ihit all this 
will soon bo altered nmlor tho inllucnco of ropublicnn govornmont, 
and tho strong discipHno of a sound philosophical syeLom. Popular 
instinct will BOOH discover that coimlaiil jnactico of llm faculty of 
expression, whctlior in apoeoh or in writing, is no gimmiileo for' 
real power of thought; indecil that it has a londoncy to incapach 
tato men from forimng a clear and decided jndgmont on any 
yiostion. Tim instruction which such men 'loccivo is utterly 
aohciont m solid principles, and it nlniosl always oitlmr Drosiin. 
poses or causes a total absonoo of n.xod conviotioim, hloat minds 
thus trained, wlnlo sicillod in putting utlmr mon’s llionghts into- 
shape, bccomo incapable of distiiiguishing true from falsa in tlio 
commonest subjeote, ovon whon thoir own inloiost rciiuiroa it. 
Iho people must givo up the feeling of blind rosimot whicli Joiuls- 
thom to intrust such men with tlieir highest intorcsls. Kavci-anco 
foi superiors is doubtless indisponsnblo to a woll-ordorod state;, 
only it needs to bo bettor guided tliaii it is noiv. 


UOSU mu*' I-Uinn, Jiiivt’ H i^ivii|-ut HUIIHU Ul UHlt UlUOU 01 rOi\uiy 

wiUi uLiliLy liy Nvliich llio IWlivo is chavactoviscd, Uuuv 

moal of our Hoioutilio moil. Tho speciality of thoiv omploymonfc is 
no tloubt (liHnilviiutaj{cous willi respect to bi-eadtli niid eohovoiico of 
idoaa. But it lonvc.q tlio mind free from responsibility, niul lliia is 
tbo most fiivoumbUi condition for dovoloping llmao qualities to 
which ftll vigorous iutollocts aro imlurolly disposed. Bub nothing 
will 00 Btrongly iniimiss on Iho people tho importance of oxtoiuling 
and organizing thoir scientido hnuwledgo, ns their intorcat in social 
qucatioiifl. 'L’lioir doluiiiiination hi rectify a faxilty ooiuUtion of 
society will suggoat to them that they imisL first know what tho 
laws of Social life really nio; Icnowleilgo wliiclr is obvioualy 
iiocosanry in every other aubject. They will then fool how iui- 
posaihlo it is to luidersland tho preaont stale of society, wdihoub 
undoi'slimding its veluUon uu Urn one bawd witlr the Bust, and on 
tho other with tho iMitmo. Thoiv dcsiro to modify tho natural 
courao of sooiid plumomonn will mnko them anxious to know tho 
aulccwlonts and couHi'.quoucoa of tUono pliouomoua, co aa to avoid 
all mischiovous or usoless iiiLerforcnco. TImy will thus discover 
that Political Art is even muro depeiidont than othov arts, upon its 
oorrosponding •Seioneu. And then they will soon soo that this 
aoicnco is no isolated depaiinioiit of knowlodgo, but that it involves 
proliniimuy study of ilau and of the “World. In this way they 
will paas downwards tlnough tho luorarohic scfllo of Positivo con- 
ceptions, until thoy como back to tho iiiorgnnio world, tho sphoro 
more immcdintoly connected with their own special avocations. 
And thus they will reach tho conolusion that Positivism is tho 
only syalom which can snliafy either tlio intoUoctual or material 
wants of tlio jiooplo, since its siihjcct-nuittor ami its objects ni'o 
identical with thoir own, and since, like IhoniBolves, it .subordinates 
OYOvything to social considoralions. All that it claims is to present 
ill a systematio form principles which they already hold instinc- 
tivoly. By co-ordinating tlicao princildcs of morality and gooil 
mm, theiv vaUie, wUeUver in public or in private quoatinus, is 
largely increased ; and Iho union of tho two forms of wisdom, 
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tlieorclicrti fliul prncticnl wistloni, is pfrinniiDitly fincnrod. "Wlien 
nil this is uiulciatood, tlio |>co|)lo will fwl flomo shnino nt hnving 
oiitnistod questions of tlio KrealPst cnuijdoxity to niiinla llmt linvo 
never quite com))rehQiulc(l Urn diffcroncp liolwonn a ciihic inch mid 
a cubic foot. As Lo men of scioiico. In llin common ncceiilnlion of 
the woi'tl, who mo so vcspcclctl by tbo mi»Ullo I'lnsst's, wo need not 
he nfmul of tlvoiv gaining much influence wifU Iho poojde. They 
arc aliounled from them by Uicir nllor iinliffcronco to social ques* 
tions; and Ijoforo Ihcso Ibcir Icrirncd pnciililies fado into insigni- 
ficance. Absorbed in tho dofnils of tlieir own spoclal scionco, they 
are quite incapable of satisfying imsojiliiRticnlad minds. AVliat tlio 
people want is lo havo clcni' concejitions on all aulijocls, iIch darlh 
(U lout, as Molifero has iU 'tVlicnovor Ibo savants of our limo nto 
drawn by tlieir foolbli ambition into irolUice, ordinary itum find to 
thoiv suvpvisD that, except in a fnw (ineslione of limited extent and 
imiiovtancc, tlieiv minda have Ijccoino ihovongbly narrow under the 
influence of tlio fipcciuHsing syalnm of vhkdi they uvo ro proud, 
Positivism explaiiiB tbo myalory, by showing that, siiir.o fho 
necessity for tlio specialising ayslcm 7iow no longo>‘ cxisls, it 
naturally rcsulls if prolonged, in a sort of acailoniic idiocy. 
During tho last threo coiiturics it did real cervico lo aociely, by 
laying down tho scionlifio groundwork for Ibo ronovalion of Pliilo- 
sophy projected by Bacon and Boscaites, But ns soon ns tho 
giouiulwovk was BufUcicntly fmisbctl lo admit of the formnlion of 
true .Science, tliat ia, of Science viewed tclttUvcly to Uumnnity, the 
specialising luoUiod beenmo rotrogrado. It coasod to bo of any 
assistanco to the modern spirit ; ntul indeed it is now, especially in 
I ranee, a serious obstacio to ib difTusioii and systeinatio wording. 
Dig wise rovolutionists of llio ConvcnUoii woro rvoll awnro of this 
when tliey look tho bold step of sujijircssing tlio Academy of 
Sciences. Tho beneficial results of this slalcsninn'lilco jiolic.y will 
soon bo aptweeiated by owr workmen, Tho danger lest, in with- 
draadug their confidence fmw motaphyBiciana ov literary men, they 
sliould fall into tlio bad scionlifio spirit, is not thovefove very gvcai, 
With tho social aims which tlioy have in viow, they cannot hut 
fipo that generality in their conceptions is ns iiocosenry no positivity. 
Iho Cnpiialist class by which industry is directed, being more 
concenlrnlcd on special objects, will always look on men of pnro 
ooienco willi move respect. But tho people will ho drawn by their 
political leanings towards philosophers in tho true sense of that 
word. Tho nimibcr of Buch men is but voi^’ small at presont ; bnt 
it will soon increase at the call of Uic working claasos, and will 
iiidccd bo rocmited from tlieir nuika 
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Lhmi, slifiuhl lio tlio attilmlo of Iho worlciis" 
clns-^, intiilloclually. 3 \romlly, whiit is hsquireil is, llml. of O'o 
thoy ahoiilil lidvo a aulllaimiL kcuso of Uin dignity of vm’ilww 
labour, and tlmt Uuiy sIiouM Iw m-opai-fd for Lho mis- flt.oniri ic«ni-<i 
SlOU thul now llOH untoro lliom. jinWiu [mw- 

Tlio worlcimin must loani to look ui>on himself, 
monilly, as a imlilic ani vaut, witli funclious of n apuckl and also of 
a gciKual kiiul. Kot lliiiL Im is to roculvo his wugrs for tlio fiitun) 
(voiu tUo vSUdu iuBk'iul of from a \iuivalo hand. The prcRcut plan 
is porfoctly well (uliiptod to all Hurviaas which aro eo direct niul 
daiiuito, that a couuuou Htaudtml of valwo cim bo at ouco api'Uod 
to tlioin. Only lot it bo uiidyrslood tlmt tlio snrvico is not sulTi- 
cic»\Uy vea(mv\iou»od, without Uwv hocuU fooling of gratitude towawls 
tlio agont liiut |i(ii'foniiH it. Jii whnt imi called liburnl ])i'i)fussi()ns, 
tliis feuliug s\lvi‘ady uhtaiuH. 'L‘h« oUont or )»aliout is not lUapuiisoAl 
from gmtiUuU) hy imymoiit of his feu. In this respect lho lopubli- 
enn instincts of the Oonveuthm hivvo nulici^mtcd lho teaching of 
ntiilostipliy. -I'lioy valuiid Dm workman's labour at its truo worth, 
wovhmoir luwn only to imagine labmu: 8 «p)ivcsawl or- ovtm sns- 
poiulcil in tlio trado to wiiiob limy limy behmg, luscoils iinpiniauco 
to lho ^Yllolo fabric of nualcvu Hociaty. Their gemwal fanclion as 
a class, lliii fmiolion of foiiuing imlillc opinion, and of auiipoi ting 
tho action of ihu Hpiritnul jmwer, it is of eonrso lc;« easy for tbcui 
to undovrttainl at presont. lint, us J liave already slmwn, it follows 
80 nalurally from their obatacLor and position, and conosponds «o 
perfectly with thoir reipiiromunt-a as a cliws, that they cannot fail 
to a|)pruciaLo its imporlauci', wliou tho course of ovouts allows, or 
mtlior conijii’ls tli(im to bring it into play. Tho only danger lios in 
their insisting on Dm possession of what molaphyeicmna call political 
ligliUi, and in tingagiiig in usolous dwciissions about tho dislriluUion 
of powiii’, instead of li.Kiiig tlmir attoiilion on tho niaimor in which 
it is iiRcd. Of this, liowovor, Ihoro is no great fear, at all ovoiiLs 
in h’ranci), wlmro Urn iimtajibysical theory of liight has never 
ronolmd so fanatical a pitch with the working olaSHCs ns olsowlmrc. 
Idoologifils may blaiim tlmni, and may use ihoir oirie’mi inUuenoo as 
tlioy will; hut Dm ponplu liavo loo much good souso to lie per- 
mnueiiLly misled as to tlmir truo fimotion in society, ])ulugod ns 
they have boon with ulectorid voles, they will soon voluntarily 
abandon this iiHolcsa (pialillcation, which now has not ovon tho 
clinrm of a privilogu. (JimsLioiis of piu-o politics linvo ceased to 
iutoiosL Dm people; llmir attention ia fixed, and will ronuiin fi.xcd, 
on social quoutions, wliich am to ho solved for Uio most park 
through moral agencies. Tlmt substitutions of ouo person or party 
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And if tliis is lo bo Uio attitiulo of tho iii*opln, it must bo tbo 
nUitmlo no Icbr of Lhoso who aook to gain lUoiv coii(l(Unioc!. AVilli 
them, ns with the people, )iolilicnI «|UOHlionR slioiihl bo subardinnlo 
to social questions ; and with Uioin tho convicUon Hhinihl bo oven 
inoro distinct, that tho solntiun of social pi-obloniH dejimuls osson- 
tinlly on mornl agencies. They must, in fact, nccojit tho great 
pi'iiieiplo of separation of spiviUwl from lomiinral power, as the 
basis on wliich modem society is lo l)o i)crmnnonLly organi/ctl. 8 o 
entirely does this principlo meet the wauts of the )wople, that lUoy 
■will soon insist on its adoption by llieir tcnchora Thoy will accept 
nono who do not forninlly nlmiidoji any prospccis llioy may have of 
tenqiornl power, iiarlinmenlnry ns well ns admiiiistralivo. And by 
Unis dedicating tliuir lives without i-enervnlion lo Ilia pricstliood of 
liumauity, thoy will gain conridoiico, not morely from tho people, 
but from tho governing clniwcs. Goveminonls will oHar no iinpcdi- 
Tnent lo social spemilations which do not }>tofrss to bo ftuftcopliblo 
of iminediato application; and tlms tho normal state may bo pre- 
pared for in tlio fuiuro without disturbance, ami yet witliout 
neglecting tho present. Pi'acticfll sUilesmon mcanwliilc, no longer 
interfered with by pretcnlions sophists, will give up llioir retrograde 
toudcncics, and will gradiuilly adapt thoic policy to tho now ideas 
•current in tho public mind, whilo discharging the indispensable 
iunotion of maintaining malcrinl order. 

Amwuoii of people lo 1180 to llio tiuo Icvcl of tlioir posi* 

pow'or' tloii, tlioy liavo oiily to develop and cuUivato certain 
Cfttomiolwf ^dispositions which already exist in them aponlancoiisly, 
And the most important of those is, absence of ambition 
for wealth or rank. Political mctaphysicinna would say that tho 
solo object of tlio Great Rcfvolution was to give tlio working classes 
easier access lo political and civil power, lint this, though it should 
always bo open to them, is very for from meeting Llieir true wants. 
Individuals among them maybe benefited by it, hut tlio mass is 
left unaffected, or rather is placed often in a worse position, by tho 
desertion of tho more onoigctic momliors. The Convention is tho 
only government by which this result hw bcm\ proiicvly appreciated. 
It is tho only government which has shown duo consideration for 
working rnon as such ; whidi has lucognisccl the value of Ihoir so^ 
vices, and encouraged what is tho cTiiof compensation for their 
condition of poverty, thoi'r participation in public life. All subso- 
•quout governments, whothor rolrogmdo or constitutional, have, on 


jiotic.y, by conliunnlly picnching to Uio jicoplo tlie necossity of 
saving; a wbirU in inikoil incwnAmiil on tbeiv own class, 

blit not mi otIu'iH. AVillumt saving, capital could not bo acciuim- 
lalcd and fulniinialorwl ; it is thcrofoiti of llio liighcst inipoitanco 
llmt llio mmiii’d cliidsas alimiUl Iw na (Hjouoniicnl as jiossiblo. Bub 
in oUiov cliiHftOs, mid es\icciidly in tlioao du^wiuleufc on fvxwl wages, 
jiavflimoiiious Imbits ani umnillod for mnl injuvious; they lower the 
clmiactor of tlin Inbmirov, wldlo thoy do Ultlo or nollnug to iinprovo 
Ids physical condition; and noitlior tlm working clnssos nor thoir 
loaclici'fl slioulil nnconnigo llicni. Both tlio oiio and the other will 
linil their triu’sb linppine^is in kenping clear of nil aerioiis praoticnl 
aesponsibility, and in allowing freo piny to thoir montal and moral 
faculties in public us wtdl as [irivato lito. Tii spito of Uio Econo- 
misls, Bavings-biuiks aro rcganlcd hy tho working classes with 
uiiinistakablo rcpugimin'O. And tho rcpugnmico is jusliliablo; they 
do Jmriu morally, by checking tho oxorciao of goiiorous feelings, 
Again, it is tho faHliimi to declaim oguinat winc-shopa ; and yet after 
all they are at present tho only jiliicca wliuro tho ponpio can enjoy 
society. Social iuHtinuts iuhi cultivated thoro which deserve our 
approval far more than the HolC-liolpliig Rpirit which carries men to 
the savings-bank, doubt this unconcern for money, wise as it 
is, involves real persoiml risk ; 1ml it is a danger which civilization 
if. conslaiiUy lending to diminiah, without olVnchig tpinlilios which 
do Llie workman hojnmr, and which aro tho somco of his most 
cherished pknanros. Tho dangov consoa when tho montal and moral 
faculties aro calleil into stroiigor oxoi-ciso. Tho inlorcst wliioh Posi- 
tivism will nvouao among tho pcoplo in iwbUo questions, will lead 
lo the suhfltilutiuii of the clnh for tho wine-shop. In those ques- 
tions, tho generous inspirations of popular instinct hold out a model 
which pliilomiphers will do woU to follow thomselves. Eondnoss 
for inouoy is as much a disqualiliwvtiou for tho spiritual govonimuut 
of Itunianily, as political ambition. It is ft clear proof of moral 
incompetenco, wliieh la genornlly coniioclcd in ono way or other 
with intolhictunl feohloncss. 

Ono of the principal rcHulls of tho spiritual power oxorcisod by 
philosophers ami tho working olossos under tho Positivist system, 
will ho to compnnsaU by a just distribution of blamo and praise for 
the imporfeet arrangoiiumts of social rank, in which woaltli must 
always propundoraLo. I.i'aviug tho prosoul subordination of oflloos 
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xiiiloxicliod, Oficli fiinctionftry will Ijo jmlKOil by Iho iiUriiisio worth 
of liis mind nnd heart, M’ithout servility ami yet ^riLlIO^lt any on- 
coiinigcmcnl to anarchy. It mast always bo obvious tliat the 
political imporlnnco which high position gives, is out of all jnopov- 
licm to tlio real merit implied in gaining that position. The people 
will come to see luovo and more clearly tlml veal ha]^p\\ioss, so far 
from depending on rank, is far more compatible wiili thoii- own 
humblo station, lixceptional men no doubt ibero are, M’boso cliar- 
acter impels tlioin to seek power; a chametev jnoro daiigintnis than 
useful, unless thoro bo sulficiont wisdom in Uio aocial laxly (o turn 
it to good account. 'J*ho best workmen, like tlio best ])liiluHophcr8, 
will soon CCQ30 to feel envy for grcatiiCBB, ladcji, ns it always must 
be, with heavy losjKjnsihUitics. At pvcHcul, llui compimsalion 
wliich I hold out to them lias not been rcalizctl ; but wlum it exists, 
tlio iieoplo will feel that their spiritual and Lcmpornl lenders aro 
combining all the onergies of society for (ho eiUisfaetion of their 
wants. Uecognizing this, they will caro but litllu for fame Hint 
miiot bo bought by long and Iwlious inediliiLion, or for powor bur- 
dened with constant care. Thero aro men whoso talents cull tliom 
to these impoilaut duties, and they will Ixi left free to perform 
Ihom ; blit tlio groat mass of society will bo well satiafied that Ihoir 
own lotisono far moro hi keeping with Iho constitution of our 
nature; more compatible with that harmonious oxorciso of the 
inciiUios of rhought, Fooling, and Action, whieh ia most oonducivo 
to liapiniiess. The injmediato pressnvo of poverty ouco removed, 
llio highest reward of hononiUo comlnct will ho fonml in the por- 
manont esteem, postlmmoua as it may bo Bomotiwoa, of that portion 
of Miimniiity which has witnossodit In a word tho title, ic/vmj 
^rronim, which is still rolnincd by tho Pa|)ncy from fulso Inimility, 
but which originated in miticiiwilion of a social Lrulli, ia apiilicablo 
to nil funclionniics in high jiosition. Tlioy may bo described as 
the mvoluntiuy servants of voluntary subordinates. It is not 
0 iimorical to conceive Positivist society so organised that its 
tlicoreticnl and practical dircctors, with all thoir personal advantages, 
will oftoii regret that they wore not born, or that tliov did not 
loma.n, in tho conditiou of workmen. Tho only solid satisfaction 
winch groat minds Iiavo hitlierlo found in iioliticnl or spiritual 
jmwev has boon that, being more occupied with public interests, 
llic.v hail a wider scopo for the oxcrciso of social feeling, fhit the 
cxcollenco of the futiira condition of society will bo, that the possi- 
bi ity of combining puhlio and private life will ho open to all. 
Iho hiimb eat citizen will bo able to iiinuoiico society, not by com- 
mand but by counsel, in proportion to his energy and worth. 


jiiL'ni-'iii; puinj lu Kttvu iici uuiuioiicu J roiu ino 

iun)nii\ fuUiro to Nvliicli il lcn«\«. Tlic priuciiial coiulitioiis of our 
trmiaitioiial puUoy wmo doedrilied ut tho coiiclusiou of flio last 
clmpLor. 'J'lui HucmiLy for Uicbo conditionfi is to "bo found in tlio 
imtiiml (oiuli’iicii'H of llin puopici of AVcHleni Kuropo, nnd especially 
of I'Vnnco. Our {^ovuriioiH \vitl do wisll lo follow Uteso tciuleiicica 
instead uf utUnnptiiiK lu haul them ; for llioy aroin porfoct Iccopiiif' 
with llio two {^reiit reijuiiuiiinnU of Iho prosent timo, Liberty and 
Public Onler. 

Jaborly of lliouf'lil; and spcooh is enjoyod in Krnneo, -riiowoikins 
and e3\icciully in I’uvm, lo iviv extent im\x>ssililo ii\ any 
oLlior country, and it is duo prindpally lo tiro intollcc- forMCatyima 
tual omauoipnliou of o\u- Wfwlcinun. They hnvo rid 
tlioiUBolvott of Uieolofjy in all its forma, and yot have not accepted 
any ineliiiiliynical sysLuin. At Ihoanmo time, though totally devoid 
at present of systfunatio conviciiona, Uiumj is in them a subniissivc- 
noss of miiKl wliioh predisposca lliciii to rocoivo convictions 
combining reality with utility. ]n all otlior classes thoro is a 
tonduiicy lo use forcible measures in sproadiiig thoir deolrinos when 
discussion fails. It is (uily lo Urn peopla limt philosopliors can 
bole for the supjioi t and extonsifni of Jaborty, which is so oseeiUial 
to tlioir objuels ; and from this they dorivo moral confidonce far 
moi'O reassuring than any legal Hocurity. JIoM'ovpr roacUonary or 
stivUenavy the viowu of pavtieutnr leaders or sects may bo, with such 
a populiiLiuu as tliiit of 1 'nrls, no real oj»jircBsion is possible. Of all 
the clniins which Ihanco bus lo iho Icadorehip of hhnopo, this is 
tlio strongest. The rosiHlaiico whioli is still ofToml to freedom of 
association and freedom of (idueation will soon bo ovcrcomo by tlio 
force of its liberal sympiitliicH. A population of such strong social 
Icoling as ours will oertaiidy not allow itself to bo pormunonlly 
deprived of tlio power of meeting togolhor frooly in clubs ; institu- 
tions most conducivo both to its oidluroiiiul lo tho protoolion of its 
intorosts. It will insist witli equal foroo uiion porfocl lihorty of 
tonoliiiig, feeling deeply the jieud of solid instruction, and tho 
incapacity of nuUaphyaioiims and fchoologiona to give it. Witlioufc 
popular pressure, tho ossontial conditions of cducatiojinl liberty will 
always be evaded. 

And if Liberty depends ui)Qn popnlar support, Public Order, 
whothov at bomo or abroad, depends upon it no loss. Tho incliiw- 
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tions of tlio working classes nro nltogothor on ilio siclo of iieaco. 
Tlioir strong dislike of wnv is tlio jn-incipnl roiiHOn of tho present 
remarkable tranquillity of Kuropo. Tho foylish vGgvol expressed by 
nil Urn rotrogrado parties for Ihu decline of Uio military spirit is a 
suflioiont indication of ^Yhnt Uio popwlar feeling is j but oven more 
significant is the necessity for compulsory enlistniont, wliicli began 
in Finnco end Ims oxioiulcd to other iMirla of 1Cmo])e. Thcro has 
beoii niucli factitious indignation on tho subject, but at least it 
must bo allowed, that in our nimios, tho uiricors nro tho only 
Yoluntooi's. Again, the working class is nioiu free tlmn any otlior 
from iiitornationnl prejudices, which still disunite tho groat family 
of Wosterir nations, although they nro vovy much weaker than 
formerly. Thoy nro strongest in tho ndddlo clasac.s, a fact princi- 
pally duo to industrinl compolition. llul working mon feel how 
similar tlioir wants and Ihoir conditions uro in all countries, and 
this fooling cliocks ihoir animosity. And tho coiisciousnoss of 
union will bcconio far stronger, now that the great social problem 
of tlioir incorporation into modern society is being ruisril ovory- 
wliorc. No errors that alatcamou can comnut, whelhor in matlovs 
of war or peace, can prevent this from becoming tho [iropondorating 
(luostion in ovovy linroiwam country ; and thns it tonds to prosovvo 
their mutual concord. 

Popular sympathies of this sort an^ il may bo said, loss con- 
ducive to internal tranquillity tlmn to pacific foreign lolatione. 
Put tho alarm which is nalumlly aroused by tlio spiritual anarchy 
around us must not blind ms to tho real gunrnntocs for Order wliich 
popular tondoncics, rightly inlorprotcd, liold out. It is to the 
pcoplo that wo mvist look (or tho nacondancy of coutvivl ovov local 
])owor, which, as wo have scon, is so indisponsablo to public order. 
Tho oxecutivo authority, iwovidcd only that it gives no cause to 
fear reaction, will always have their support when opposed by nn 
assembly the prevalent londoncies of wliich will usually bo ndvorao 
to their interests. Tlioy will always turn inslinctivoly to tlio 
dictatorial rather than to tlio parliamentary hmneli of the adminis- 
trution j fooling that from its pmotical chtiraolor and tho diroctness 
of its action, it is more likely to meet tlioir wants. Useless discus- 
sions on constitutional quostions may suit ambitious mombovs of 
tho middle olassos, by facilitating their arrival to powor. But tlio 
people take very littlo interest in all Uiis unmeaning agitation, and 
often treat it with merited contempt Thoy know tliet it can bo 
of no use to them, and tliat its only roanlt is to ovado their real 
wants by umlormining tho only autliority Uiat can do them justice. 
Consequently tho people aro certain to give their support to every 
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govovmnouL UmL clcsorvea it j oapccmlly in I'l-niicc, wJioto political 
jinssioiifl Imvn iilrcatly yii.'Moil to tlm mipoi-ior and more jiormniiont 
intovcst o{ Riicial cp\<;fltiouH. And wliilo slvirngUmniiig the govcrn- 
jnonL, tlioy may <1'> Jiiucli to okvnlo ila olinrnclor; by confining it 
strictly to ilH priu'-ticiil fiiiu;fion, and rosisting any attempts that it 
may make to iuLciToro with opinigu. Xu uU Ibeae re8|Kcta the 
sponliiiH’oUH iutluoiiccj of tlm working elafiscs will bo of material 
assistance in carrying out llin nyalematic concopUons of social 
philosophy. 

Jhit a moro striking jnoof of tlm political inllnoiico it u from 
to be ONorc'isi'1.1 by tbc piiophi in IIuh. The diclntorsliip 
wiiich onr trunbitional policy rrt|uiiTa, ns long ns the iimaictaioiiai 
spiritual inti'rri'gmiin lusts, innst nriso in tho first 
instance from thi-ir ranks. aiiy rc-iitiieci. 

Ill the wovil ]‘i‘i>ii/r, csiiccially in Ibo l^rench Inngungo, tlioro is n 
fortnnato ninbiguily, which may servo to roinind us that tho 
prolelariato chi«H is nut, properly speaking, n class at nil, but 
coiistilutcH the lioily <if soiady. it pi-occcd tho various 

special cIahscs, which wn may reganl ns organs uociwwuy to that 
body. Since the aholilion of royalty, tlio last remnnut of caste, 
our political lenilcirt Iiavo been ri^omitcd, niul will continue to bo 
po, from Urn working cUihu. lu tU« novunvl slate, Uowcs'cv, it will 
bo required ns a prcliminiiry comlition, that tho lioldor of dictator- 
ial power shall liavo liist received the jiulitical training wliicli is 
given by tho exorcise of luitlimity in his own Inisiuaaa, In a 
fiotllod state of Hooioty, (iovernmont, strictly so oallctl, is a mero 
extension of civil inlluoncu. XJllimalely, Ihorcfoi'C, political power 
will fall into the lumds of the great Icndoi-s of industry. As 
spiritnal rcorgani/ation jirota'-cds, tlioy will gradually boconio moro 
worthy of it tliuii they are at pi-osoiit. licaidfis, tho toiuiro of 
power will become less hunluiiflomc, bccauso it will bo confined to 
duties of a purely practical kind. 

As yet, however, tho case is very diflbront; and Ihoroforo tho 
M’cnltliy, tliougli uHimalely they will Iw tho administrators of 
power, are not those to whom it should as n rule bo entrusted in 
our piesenk coiulilion. Special dejMivtmenls may bo given to thorn 
with udvanlago, as wo have seen proved recently, niul Umt in cases 
whore tho funcUons to bo performed had no tolation wlmtovoi' to 
industrial skill. But they nro not compolont as yot for dictatorial 
power, the iiower wliich lias to supply the place of royalty. Indi- 
vidual exccjitioUH, of course, thoro may he, though none liavo 
appeared hilhovLo, and at least thoy nro not enough for our provi- 
sidnnl system to roly on. As yot the wealthy classes liavo shown 
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iKcmsolvca too dobaso^-l in thought and feeling fov au ofUco of auch ^ 
iniportanco. ^for do wo fiml gieutoi' iiptitndu for it outside the 
industrial class. .Scientific moii nro most rtssHurudly unlit for it, p 
especially in Finnce, whoro tho syatum of Ac4vdou\ics hi\B navvowod 
the mind, withorod tho foolings, mul onervutod tlio cliariiotcr to f 

sucli nn extent, that most of thoin fail in llio conduct of common \ 

life, and avo utterly unworthy of tho smallest imat of authority, 
oven in tlioir own dcpnrtinont. 

All oilier classes failing us, wo Imvo to look to tho working class, 
which iins been loft more tree to form bra\U views, and in which 
the souse of duty 1ms liooii bolLor cultivated. On liistoricnl grounds 
I feel convinced timt the workmen of I'ranco nro niovo lilcelj' tJinn 
any other class to supply men compotont for aupromo power, as 
long as tlio spiritual interregnum lasts j that is, for nt least one 
generation. 

On looking at this question calmly and ^YiUlO\■tt scholastic or 
anstocratlo prejudieo, it will bo booh, os T pointed out afc the 
beginning of tliis cluiiitor, that tho working class is bettor situated 
than any other with j-ospect to gonornlity of views and generosity 
of fooling. In knowledge and oxporionco of adininisLratiou they 
would ordinarily be doficioiit; tlioy would Ihorofovo not bo fit for 
tho work of any special doimrlmont. lint this is no disqualification 
for tho supromo power, or indood for any of tho higlior ofiices 
for whicli breadth of view mthor than special knnwlodgo is 
required, 'd'hoso may bo filled by working mon, whoso good sonso 
and modesty will at onco lead thorn to oliooso thoir agents for 
special dopartmenls from tho classes who havo usually furnished 
thorn before. Tho pmclical clmraolor and progrossivo S])irit of such 
a government being boyond Buspicion, special talont of wlialovor 
kind may bo mado avoiloblo, oven in tho enso of mon u'lio, if they 
had beon placed in a liighor position, would Imvo proved thoroughly 
hostile to republican institutiona. Of all tho divoisiCiod olomonts 
of modern society, thorn is not ono winch may not bo of roal 
service in assisting thotrnuBitioii. Among soldior.^i and magistratos, 
for instance, thoro are many who will 301x1 tho popular luovomout, 
and bocomo sincoro sup^iortors of i-opublicanisin. A govorninont 
of this kind would tranquilHzo tho people, would obviate tho 
nooossity for violent oompi-cssivo lueaeuvos, and would at tho same 
time have a most bonoficial influcnco on tlio capitalist class. It 
would show thorn tho nooossity of attaining to groator purity of 
fooling and greater broadth of viow, if they avo to bocomo worthy 
of tho position for which they aro ultimately dostinod. 

Thus, wliolher wo look at tho intoMsts of Publio Order, or at 
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tlioeo of Liberty, it npiicara nccoftanry ns a provisional monsuvo, 
(lui'iiig tbo ftoiitimmiicn of onv spiriUinl iulorrcgmun, that the 
lioliloi'fl of ilicLuUiriul junvov bIiciII bo clioson from tho woriciiig class. 
The fiiiccoas of a fuw working men in Urn piimiit of wealth has 
cxoiciHod an unsettling inlluenco on llio rostj but in tho present 
inetnneo wo need not fear this result. It will bo obvious that tho 
career of a proletary governor is a rnm exception, and oiio which 
roqniro.s pocnliar ondowmonla. 

In examining tho mode In which this nnomnlons policy should 
bo carried out, w(» must hoar in mind the object with wliich it was 
instituted. J t is most important to got rid ot the custom, based 
on motives of solf-intero.st, which has grown up during tlio last 
generation, of insifiting on parlinmonlAvy experience as an appren- 
ticoship for oxnentivo power; executive power being always tho 
real object of ambition. AVo Imvo Xouiul from experience what wo 
might have anlicipaled on theoreUcal grounds, that this plan 
excludes all oxci'pt UKao talkers of tho Girondin typo, men totally 
devoid of stfiLi’sman-liko tpiaUtica. To working men it offers almost 
insurmounldhlo ohsliiclea ; and oven supposing these obstacles to 
be overcome, wo may bn huio that they would lose tho straigliLfor- 
wavdncHfl ami native vigour wUicU couftUUito Uwiv Iwat claim to 
tlio cxcoptioiial jiosition proposed for tlmin. 

It is best, then, llmt they Khonld reach the po.sition assigned to 
thorn at once, without Llio cii-ouitous process ot a pavlinmontary 
career. Our tvansilion towards tho normal slato will then exhibit 
its true characLor. It will bn traiupiil ami yet decisive ; for it will 
rest on llio combined aidion of jihilosophovs without political 
ambition, aud dictators adverse t-o spiritual oncroachmont. Tlio 
teaohor who atloinpts to govern, the governor who attempts to 
educate, will both incur sovero publio censure, as enemies alike of 
peace and iirogrcss. Tho whole result will bo a change in our 
rovolutionmy condition idmitical with that which the Couvonlion 
would have realised, if, as its founders contomplatocl, it liad lasted 
till tho Peace. 

Such, llion, is Lhn naturn of the oompnet into which all true 
philosophers sliould enter with tho loading mombera of the proletary 
class. Their object is to direct tho organic and final phase through 
whicli tlie Great liovolution is now passing. What tlioy have to 
do is carefully to prolong tho provisional system adopted by tho 
Convention, and to ignoro, ns far as possible, the traditions of 
all succeeding governments, whether atnlioimry or retrograde. 
CompvohouRivonoftft of viow and social sympathy predominate alike 
in both incmbors of this great aUiniicoj ami it is thus a guarnnlco 
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for our pi'osont slato of tmnsition, aiid a euro onnioat of Lho normal 
future. Tlio pcioplo aro tho siJonlaiicouB loproHunliaivcH of tliig 
alliftncoj tlio pliilosoplioi-a ila «y«lciimUc or^'iin. Tlio inlullcctunl 
(loficicncics of tlio former will wwily bo romoilioil l>y [iliilnsophora, 
who will show thorn how ossonlinl it ia on sHir.inl gmuinlH that they 
should undoi-stniul tho true moaning of liistory ; siiujo othurwiso 
thoiv coi\co]>tion of Uwj wuiou of roankiwl in««l ho limiUtd to tho 
prosont gouoratioii, ignoring llio mum impurtuiit truth of tho 
continuity of tho I'lcsoul with lho Viifll aiul tho ImiLuio. A far 
gvontor obstuclo is tho inoml dolicioiicy of iimst philoaopliors of our 
time. But tho wlioloaomo influonco of tho iicoplo upon them, 
combined with a doop pliilosopliic conviotiou of tho propondoraijco 
of FcoHiig in ovory subjeot of thought, will do imioh to ovorcomo 
tho ambitious instincts whioli wenkon niul distract their onorgios in 
tho common causo of social rouovntion. 


CirAl>TKU IV. 


THE INl'LUENUK OF lUSITIVISM UPON WOMEN. 

In* Ihoir notiDii, Lhoii, upon aocioty, philosopliois woi„on ic- 
limy liopo for Uio oiioigcLic support o( Iho working mci^uiu tiionf- 
olnsscs. But Llio roj'imomtiiig moveinont mpiiros still (noariu wr 
Iho co-opoialion of a third olomonl, an olcnionl imU- 
catcd by our analysis of human imtnru, and au^aslnd ifoo|’.io“'ropl«. 
also by historical study of tho groat crisis of modom iociuli° uj 
tiinos. I'liicuciit oio- 

Tho moral constitution of man coiiaisU of some- 
thing moi'o tlian futolliiat and Activity. Tlicso aro roprcsonlod in 
tho constitution of socioty hy tho philosophic body and tho prolc- 
tarialo. Jlut hcHidos llnwo thoro is Keeling, which, in tho tlicory 
put forward in tho Dial chapter of this work, was shown to bo tlio 
prodomiimting principle, tlui motivo jmwor of o«v being, tho only 
basis on whicli tho vaiiouH purls of our iialuro can ho hronglit into 
unity. Now tho allianco botwonn philosoplmrs and working men, 
which has boon just dosciiliod, however porfeclly it may ho 
roalisod, clous not roprusonk tlie olomoiit of Kooliiig with sulllciont 
dislinctnoss and prominonco. 

Coi'tainly without Social Keoling, nollhor philosopliors nor 
prolotarios can oxoiciao any real inilucnco. But in thoir caso its 
source is not sufTlciontly puro nor doop to sustain thorn in tho 
porforinanco of Llioiv duty. A more spontanoous and moro poromiial 
spring of inspiration must ho found. 

AtTth the idiilosophor social syiniMiUiics will never bo wanting in 
cohoronco, since tlioy will bo conncctod witli hia wliolo systom of 
thought; but this very sciontilio ohiiraclor will doadou thoir 
vigour, wnlosa thoy avo rovivod by bnpulaos in which rcdoctiou has 
no shavo. Boused as lie will bo by tho consciousness of public duty 
to a dogreo of activity of which abstract thinkers can form no 
concoption, tho omotions of privalo Hfo will yot bo not less neces- 
sary for him than for otliors. Intorcourso with tho working classes 
will bo of the gi’()atcab bonolU to him j but even this is not onough 
to componsato tho dcfools of a lifo dovolcd to speculation. 

Tho sympathios of tlio pooplo again, though strongov and moro 
spontanoous than those of tho philosojilior, aro, in most eases, loss 


ni'ousod by tlio piocarioua imVmo ol lUmr jJosiUon. J‘,moUc*us ot a 
goiitlor and less Uansicttl kiml imwt Iw cuUwl into pliiy. PhUoso- 
lihcrs way vcUovo tl\o workiuj; cUisatw from Him lUiCcssiLy of proflaiug 
thoit own claims and Rtiovaucca j Imt thn fact ctill romniiiB, that 
tlw instiucls by which those claims aro prompted aro poiaoiial 
rather than socinl. 

Tlius, in tho nlliftiioo whicli has boon lioro propoRod ns nncossavy 
for social reorganization, Kooling, tho moat in/liumtial part of Iminan 
nature, lias not boon mloi|unt(}ly ropresontud. An olomont is 
wanting wliich shall Imvo tho same rolnlhm In tlm moral hkIo of our 
conslituLion, as tho philosophic body has with Inlullcct, and Iho 
people witli Activity. On this, ns well as on other gronmls, it is 
indispoiisablo that ^Yomon l>o nssooiatod in tho work uf vegonora- 
tion ns soon as its londoncios and conditions can ho ox\divii\cd to 
thorn. With tho addition of this thinl olomont, tUo coiiatructivo 
movemeut at last ossmnoa its tnw chametor, AV’u may thou fool 
coufidoiit that our intolloctunl and pmcUcal facultioa will bo leapt 
in duo subordimitiott to univoifwl Love. Tim iligronRinns of ititol- 
lect, and tho subversive londoncios of our activo powors will bo as 
far as possible provontod. 

Indispensable to Positivism ns tho co-oporation of 
womoii is, it involves one cssoutial coiulition. Mudoni 
progress must rise above its presont imperfuct chtiraclor, 
boforo women oan thoroughly eympaUiiso with it. 

At present the general feoUng amongst them is anti- 
pathy to the llevoluliou. They dislike tho destructive 
character which the Uovoluliou necessarily oxluhitud in its (Ivst 
phase. All thoir social sympathies are given to tho Midillo Agos. 
Ami this is not merely duo, os is supposod, to tho regrot wliich 
they very naturnlly feel for tlio doolino of chivalry, altliough thoy 
cannot but feel that tho Middle Agos am tho only period in wliioh 
tho fooling of rovcronco for women has been jno])orly cultivated. 
Put tbo real ground of their predilection is doopov ami loss 
intorostod. It is that, being morally Uio purest portion of lluma- 
nily, tbey voncrato Catliolicisni, as tho only syslom which has 
uphold tho principle of subordinating Politics to Morals. This, I 
cannot doubt, is the secret cause of most of tho regrot with which 
women still cogacd the irrevocable decay of rnodicovaL socioty. 


Womoi) linvo 
stood oloof 
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cliaractor Uml; no pavliiil iiiiju-ovoinonls can conipenfiiito for it. 
Ti'uii, wo fUd fi1)lo In jimtify t)uR ilovmtion pvovisioiiallj^ since tlio 
decay of Cnlln)liciHin renders political iliclnlovship necessary. Eut 
women, liavinf,' eninpavativcly little to do with the practical 
busincBfl of life, (;an Imnlly appreciate tins necessity without a move 
salisfuctory theory of history tliiiii they at present possess. It is a 
complete iiiistnico to clinrgc women with ijoing retrograde on 
account of llicstj feelings of regret which are most honourable to 
them. Tlioy might retort tiro cliaigo with far bcllov roason on the 
rovohitionisls, feu- tlroir blind ndniimlion of Greek and Roman 
society, which limy still persist in asserting to ho superior to 
Catliolic J‘’(!iuliiliHm ; a dehmion, tlio continuance of wliich is 
principally duo to our absurd system of classical education, from 
M'lilch women are fortunalely preserved. 

However Ibis may bo, the fuelingsof women upon those subjects 
are a very plain ami simiile demonstration of the first oondilion of 
social regeneration, which is, l-Jmt Politjc.s must again bo siibordi- 
nntoil to Morality; and this iijjon n move intelligihlo, more com- 
prehensive, and more pormniiont IwBis than Catholicism could 
eupjily. A system wliich supplied such a basis would naturally 
involve vcvovonce for women as one of its clmvncloristic results. 
Sucb, then, are the terms on which women will cordially co operate 
in the progressive movoniont. Kolhiug but incnjiacity to satisfy 
those terms could induce any thinlcors to condemn the conception 
as rotvogrado, 

It is not, Iheu, to tlio Revolution itself that women feel anti- 
pathy, hnt to the anii-hisloric spirit which pi-ovniled in its first 
phase. The blind abuse lavished on tho hliddio Ages wounds 
thoir strongest sympathies. They care little for metaphysical 
theories of society in which human happiness is niado to consist in 
a continual exercise of political rights ; for political rights, however 
atlraotivoly presented, will always fail to interest them, Jhit they 
give thoir cordial sympathy to all reasonable claims of tlio people j 
and tlioso claims form tbo real object of tho revolutionary crisis. 
They will wish all success to philosophers and workmen wlioii they 
SCO tlioni endeavouring to transform political disputes into social 
compacts, and proving that they havo greator regard for duties than 
for rights. If they regret tho dcclino of tho gontlo influence which 
they possessed in former limoa, It is princiimlly bocauao they find 


thoir ropioachoa. 

Bnttbovwiu Women will glftilly nssncialn Ihomaolvca wiUi Ibo 
\iitSir..c- Kovolution as soon as ils work of YoconaiincUon is 
iivo toi.rtun- {airly begun. Ilanegiilivophnafi nnial nol bn prolonged 
ffit.Juiih too far. It ie difficull oiiongii for Iboin to nndcvflnnd 
sound rbiw ]iow 8uch ft pliftBo ooliUl ovoi Ijo iiecCHHavy ; Ihoreforo 
cnfiflo epooift’ thoy caiuiobbo oxpcclwl lo cxciwo ila ftbci nition». Tho 
true coimoclioii of Iho llcvolnlion wilb ibo Middle 
Ages must be fairly alftlcd. lIULory, when vigliUy inUnprclcd, will 
show tliciii that its real object is, while laying dowJi ii fiuier basis 
for Morality, lo restore it to tho old position of superiority over 
Politics in which tho mediroval system llrat phicnd it. Women 
will fool ojithuainsm for tho socoml phase of tho llovohitioii, when 
thoy SCO republicanism in tho light in which Positivism presenU 
it, modifieil by tho spirit of ancient chivalry. 

Then, and not till then, will tho movement of social logonoralion 
bo fairly begun. Tho inovomont can Imvo no grout foico until 
women give cordial support lo it; for it is thoy who are tlic host 
represontativos of the fundamental principle on wliich Po.sitivism 
rcata, tlio victory of social over scinsli nneelioiiH. On pliilosophora 
rests tho duty of giving logical cohorouco lo tliis principle, and 
saving it from sopliistical attacks. Its practical working deponds 
upon tlio prohdary class, williout whoso nid it would nhnust always 
be ovaded. Put to nminlain it in all its purity, as an inspiration 
that needs noithor argument nor compulsion, is tlio work of v'omcn 
only. So constituted, tlio alliance of tho three classes will bo tlio 
foresliadowcd imogo of tho normal slato lo which iruiimnity is 
tending. It will bo tho living typo of perfect liuman naturo. 

Unless tho now philosophy can obtain tlio support of women, 
the attempt to substituto it for theology in tho regulation of social 
life had bettor bo abandoned. Put if tbo theory stated in )uy first 
chapter bo true, Positivism will have ovou gioator influonco with 
women tlian with tho working clossfis. In tlio principle wliich 
animates it, in its mannor of regarding and of handling Llio groat 
problem of human life, it is but a ayatenmtiu dovolopmont of what 
women have always foil iustinoUvoly. To thorn, as to tho people, 
it offers a noblo earcor of social usofuhn^s, and it holds out a sure 
prospect of improvomont in thoir own jwrsonal position. 



- . . oi wonion avo upon I'clif'ious 

questions, it cannot l.o long Jjoforo iJioy Jiml out that Positivism 
satisfies, not inoroly tlu-ii- inlollcoUmI, but Ihcii- moral and social 
wants buttoy than CntlioUcisin. Tlioy will Uimi luivo no fiuthoi- 
reason for r.hngmg to tho oM BysUm, of iho decayed condition of 
winch Lhoy arc porfcclly awni-o. At praeont they not nnnaturallv 
confound rosiLiyism with iho hcimiUfic specinliUus on wliicli it is 
basod. .Sciontillc-sLudios have, as limy geo, a hardening induonco 
which they cannot suppose) tlmt the now school of jihilnaopliers’ 
who insist so strongly upon Iho necessity of studying science, can 
have escaped. Closer ac«iiminlanco with Iho subject will show 
them whore Ihoir error lios. They will aoo that tho moral danger 
of Bciimtiiie stmlien ariseH nlinost enliivly from want of purpose and 
from irratiniml speciality, which always alionalo them from tlio 
social [loiut of view. .iJuL for tho ]’o.Hitivisl tliis dnngor does not 
exist; since, however far ho may carry Ihcso proliminavy studies 
lie does m .hmi-ly in nz'der to gnfu a stronger grasp of social (lues- 
tions. His ono object is to concentralo all Ihopoweraof Man upon 
the general advancement of tho mco. And so long as this object 
ho kept in view, wonun’s good senso will readily dislinguisli 
between tho training nueossary for it, ami the puerilities of tho 
loanicd societies. Tho goneml «i)mt o£ line work, however, nuikos 
further explanation uniiecoRsary. 

'J.'lio social misHion of woman in tho Positiyo system - 
follows as a natural eonseqnoiico from tho qualities buuT”jii‘'«o- 
poouliav to her nature. 

ill Ulo luoat osHonliiil fillrioulti oi llio Intnimi raco, pcajiio, 
the toiuloney to plaeo social above iwraonnl feeling, slio nnfn.rvom! 
18 lUuloubLedly Huporiot to man. Morally, theioforo, 
and apart froin all material considerations, olio luorits always our 
loving ycnoralion, as tho purest and simplest impersonation of 
Humanity, wiio can novor bo adequately represented in any mas- 
online form. .Ihit tlicso qualities do not involve the posses-sion of 
political power, which eomo visionnricB have claimed for women, 
though without their own consent. In that which is tho gicafc 
object of linnuin life, they aro superior to men ; but in llio various 
moans of attaining tlmt olyoot they aro undonhlcdly inferior. In 
all kinds of force, whether physical, intcllectnal, or jjractical, it is 
certain llmt j\rHn surpasses Wowiftii, in necoixlanco with a general 



all oiif thouglus mm energies to nvoni; uicroiom i\iuii tmcos tno 
coniinmul, notwiLlistniidiiig Ilia inferiority in gootliinsH. Siicccsa in 
all gront efforts dopoiids more uiion onoigy and talent Hum upon 
goothvill, altlioiigii this lust condition reacts strongly upon the 

OtllOl'S. 

Thus the three elements of our moml constitution do not net in per- 
fect harmony. Forco is iifitumlly Biiproinp, mid nil tluib women can 
do is to modify it by affection. Justly conscious of their suiioriority 
in strcngtli of fooling, they ciuloavour to assert their inlluonco in a 
way wliich is often attributed by suporficinl ohsoi vers to the more 
love of power, flub ox()orionco always teaches tlinm that in a world 
where tlio simplest nocesaarioa of lifo are scarce and dinicult to 
procure, power must bolong to the strongest, not to tlie most 
affoctionato, oven though the Intlor may deserve it host. "VVitli all 
their efforts they can never do nioi-o tlmn modify tlio Imrslinoss 
with which men oxerciso their authority. And mon submit more 
readily to this modifying inlluoncc, from fooling that in tlio higliost 
attrilmtcs of Humanity women are their superiors. Tlioy sco that 
their own supremacy is duo princiimlly to the nmlerinl necessities 
of lifo, provision for which calls into play the self-regarding rather 
than tlio social instinots. llonco wo And it tlio caso in every plinso 
of human sooioty that wonion’s lifo is ^sontinlly domestic, public 
life being confined to mon. Civilmtion, so far from oirncing this 
natiiml (listiiiction, tends, ns I shall afterwards sliow, to develop it, 
while romedyiiig its abuses. 

Tlius tlio social position of women is in Ibis respect vory similar 
to that of philosophers and of tho working claasoa. And wo now 
see why those three oiomoiits should bo united. It is Uioir com- 
bined action wiiicli oonslitutoa tho moml or modifying forco of 
society. 

Pliilosoiihcrs are excluded fi-oui political power by tho sauio 
fatality as women, althoi^li they am apt to think that their intol- 
lectiinl cmiiionco gives them a claim to it. Wore our material 
wants more easily satisfied, tho iullucnco of intoUoct would bo loss 
impeded than it is by the pwiotical business of lifo. But, on this 
hypotliesis, women would liavo a bettor claim to govern than 
phiiosophors. For tho masoning faculties would have roniaincil 


on no Huoh oxlovuul BliumUift f«v its noLivily. A Kfo of Uiougl^t is 
a more ovidont. diwiuuIificRLum for Um govormnont of tlio world 
ovoii lliim lifo of fooling, ftltliough Iho prido of i)liilo90i»licrs is a 
grcalov olistficlii lo mibmiasicm lima tho vniiity of womon. 'With 
all its pivUnisions, inudicctaal forco is not in iUolf nioio moml Umn 
iimtoriiil foi'co. Kneh is but an inalriunout ; tho moiit doponda 
onlii'oly upon its right cmploymont. Tho only oloinonl of our 
natiiio wliich is in Itsolf nioml is ]>)vo ; for Lovo nloiio Loiuls of 
itsolC lowimla tho prupoiuloraaco «>f souud fooling ovor aolf-iutorcst. 
And binco ovou Jjjvo uiinnol govorn, what can bo tho claiin of 
InLoUoot'l 111 jnnoUcul lifo pi-oocdcnco imiat always cloiiond upon 
superior oiuirgy. Kwwon, ovon mow than I’coling, must bo 
rosti'iolod lo tho task of nmdifying. Philosophois tlioroforo must 
bu oKoludcd frouv govovnmoul, at loast ns rigidly aa womon, It is 
in vain for intolicct Lo atlompt lo command j it novor can do more 
tliau modify. In fact, tlm morality which it inclircclly posaosses is 
duo lo this iinpossihility of oxiTcising compulsory power, and 
would ho ruined by Ihu iitlaiinmmt of it, aupposing it wore possible. 
Inlolh'ot may do imiuh lo ainciul Uio milurnl order of things, 
provided that it duus not nllompl lo nuhvort it. AVhat it can do is 
by its |iuwer of HyalonmUc arrungomont. to oll’cct tho union of all 
tho classes who am likuly lo exert u henclicial iidlnonco on nmtorial 
power. It is with Dim viow tluit ovory spiritual power has availed 
itsolf of tho aid of women, na wo aeo was the caso in tho Middle 
Ages. 

Procoodiug with our aociologieal analysis of moral forco, wo shall 
find an cipially fltfiking voaowblauco botwoon tho influonco of 
AVonmn and tliat oxoi-ciswl hy tho People. 

In tlio lirststagu of iirogrewi, therois no modifying power except 
what springs from I'Wing j aftcrwnixls lutolloct combines with it, 
finding iUclf uiiahlo to govern. Tlio only olomonl now wanting is 
Activity; and this want, wliieli ih indlsponflablo, is suppliod hy tho 
oo-openUion of tho people. The fact is, that althougli the people 
constitulo tho basis on which all political power rests, yet they have 
as little to do dlreetly with tho adimnislralion of power as philoso- 
phoi's or womon. 

Power, in tho elricl aonso ol tho word, i^owor, that is, which 
controls action without t>orsuadmg tho will, hos two porfcotly 
distinct sonreos, mimbora and wealth. Tho forco of immhors is 
usually oonaidoi'cd tho moto wotoriol of tho Uvo j but in reality it 


iidhicnco govonimont morally, but cannot Uiko nn imtivo part in it. 
Tlio 801110 causes which oxchulo pliilosophors niid women apply in 
the ease of tho pnopic. Owt mnlorinl imcmilioH are flo nvgent, that 
those who havo the moaua of providing for Ihoiu will always bo 
tlio possessors of power. Now the wealthy Imvo tliesi! means; 
they hold in tlioir Jiainla the products of labour, by wliich each 
gonovation faciliLaLcs tho cxistonco ami prepares tlio operations of 
its successor. Consorpienlly tho power of Iho capilalist is one of 
so conconti-ated a kind, that innnbera can very seldom resist it 
svicccasfvdly. I'lvcu i« nuliUiry nations wo find the aamc thing ; 
tliu jiifiuonce of niiiiibers, though more dii'cet, aflects only tlio mode 
of acquiring wcnllh, not its tenuro. lint in industrial states, where 
wealth i.-j ncipiircd by other ways than violence, the law is evident. 
And with the advance of civilization it will operate not less, but 
muio strongly. Capital is ever on Uio increase, and eonsequontly 
is ever creating of BUbBisU'uco for tho.so who possess rrotUing. 
In this sense, but in no other, tho cynical maxim of Antiquity, 
Paucis naecilur hutnaman genus, will ahvaya bear a true meaning. 
Tho few provide subsistonco for the many. Wo enmo back, then, 
to the onnelusion of tho last chapter ; that tho n'orlciiig classes are 
not destined for political power, but that they tend to become a 
most important source of moral i>owov. Tho moral valno of thoir 
influoneo is oven more iiidii-ect than Hint of pliilo.sophora, and 
dc])ends even more in tlicir case iqwn suliordination politically. 
In the few cases where goverumout i>a 88 es fora timo into the hands 
of tho masses, wealth in its turn assumes a sorb of moral influoneo 
foreign to its nature. It modomtos the violence with wliich 
government is apt to bo ndmitvietcml in such cases. 'i!Ko high 
intolloctual and moral qualities belonging to tho working classes 
avo, as we havo seen, in great part duo to tlioir social position. 
They would bo seriously iinpaii-cd if tho political authority that 
bolongs to wealth wore habitually Imnsforrod to numbers. 

Tlio utiitod Such, in outline, is the Positivo theory of Moral 
iMo^ihora. ’wo- PyitUm dos)wli 8 m of nmtovial force may be 

mon, niiti’ pro- ill part coiitrollcd. it vests upon tlio union of the 
uiU 8 °’“^Mona elojnonts in society who aro oxcluclod from tho 
Poico, sphere of politics strictly so called. In thoir combined 
action lies our principal hope of solving, so far as it can bo solved, 



pooplo, iti onnr ^7 ixml ntiUvity. 'Dio plulosopliic elcjuoiit, aUhough 
noitiior Llio int),st ilin'cl nor Urn mostollidcnt, is yet Llio (.listinctivo 
foftfcuro of this powur, bcwniHO its funclioii is to oiganizo its consti- 
tution and dircict its opoiutions in nccimlanco wiUi tlic Iruo laws of 
social Ufo. As Iwin;; LUc syHtomatic oi-gau of Uio spivilual powov 
it lm3 become idimtiliud with it in nnino. This, however, may load 
to an orrunoous cointeption. 'llm moral aspect of tho spiriUial 
power is moro hupurLant tlmu lUo inlollccUiiil. 'Whilo lelnining 
tho namo as an hirttorieal trmlilion of real vnluo, Positivists ntlaoli 
a soniowhat did'diont meaning to it It originated in a time wlion 
theories of sucioty were unknown, and when Intolloct was con- 
fiidci'od as tho conlml principle of human nature. 

Spiritual iiowor, as interprolM by Poaitiviem, begins with tho 
influonoo of wunmu in the family j it ia aflorwnrds moulded into a 
system by tlilnkers, wliilo tho people ar«* tho gunranloos for its 
political elTifiifmcy. AlLliouglr it ia tlio intolloctiial class that insti- 
tutes tho union, yot its own [wrt in it, as ibshonhl never forgot, is 
loss tlivoct than that o[ woman, less \)mctical than that of tho 
people. TIio thinlcor is ancially powcrlcKsa o.xeopt so far ns ho is 
supported l)y femiiiino ayinjmthy and ]>o|mIar energy. 

Tims the noceasity of associutiug women in Uie movomont of 
social I'ogonoration creates no ohsUiclo wliatovoc to tlio philosophy 
by which that nievymeut is to be diiwtwl. On the coulvavy, it 
aids its progroas, ])y showing tho true cliaraclor of tho moral force 
winch is destined to controlall tiro other forces of man. It involves 
as perfect an inauguration of tho normal state as our Lhnos of transi- 
tion admit, I'^or the chief chttraolcvistio of that stale will bo a 
moro oomplohi and mero hnrmoiiiouB union of tho same threo 
classes to wliem wo aro now looking fur tlio first impulse of reform. 
Already wo can ooo how jiorfeotly adapted to tho consUtuLion of 
man this final coudiUon of Huiminily will bo. Peeling, Henson, 
Activity, whether viewed sapamtoly or in combination, corrospond 
exactly to tho tlireoeloinonta of tlio rogonomtivo movement, IVomon, 
Pljilosoplioiy, and J.’eoplo. 

Vorillcnlion of this theory may ho found moro or loss distinctly 
in ovovy period of Inatovy. 3iach of tho three classes vofovrctl to 
have always borne out tho biological law that tho life of relation or 
animal life, is subordinated bo tho lifo of nutrition. Still moro 


question in Sociology with Iho coiTusimndiiig etixtical conco\)tion. 
I'oi' witli llio growth of sooioty, tlm muiUfying influonoo of moral 
force w ftlwnys incroasing, both by Invgov soopo being givnu to each 
of its tliroo olomonts spociallj', nml nlno by tlni movo perfect eonaoU- 
(latioii of tlioiv union. KuborUon Ims inudo an important reiiiarlc 
on the gradual improvomont in Ibo coiidilion of women, which is 
Imt a puvtioular case of this aociologieul law. Tlio general \iviuciplo 
on wliich progress iu all throe clnoHOS <lejjciulH, ie the biological law, 
that tho |)ropon(lornncoof vogotnblo life over niamal lifo diminishos 
as tho ovgauisiu is higlior in tUo scale luid i« luoro \)erfecUy 
dovclopod. 

During tho various phases of nnciont Pnlylhoism, tho controlling 
power consislwl simply of the moral iulluonco cxovle.d by women 
in tlio Family. In public lifo tho inlluonco of thiukors had not 
mado itself indopondont of tho govonunmital authority, of which 
it was 8on\oUmos tUo sourco, Bourotijuos U\o inslvumeut. )«iediioval 
Catholicism wont a slop furtlior, and took tlio lirst step in ayHtoma- 
tizing moral forco. It created nn iiuhjpondont spiritual aiilhority 
to which political govorumouts wore aubovdinalud, nml this 
[(| authority was always eupportoil by women. Jhit the complolo 

j organization of mmfd forco was rcsorvotl for modern timos, It is 

|i only vecontly that tho working olawos have bugim to iiitorfovo 

actively in social questions j and, os I liavo sliowu in tiro procoiling 
clmplor, it is from tlioir co> 0 |)orntion that tho now apiritunl power 
will dovivo its practical clUcioncy. Limited originally to Iho sphovo 
of Fooling, and subsoquently oxlondeil to tho intellectual splioro, it 
henceforward ombracos tho sphere of Activity ; nml tliia without 
losing its spiritual chametor, sinco iho iiifluonoos of which it conaisls 
are entivoly distinct from the domain of pmctical polities, Fnoh 
of its tliroo oloiuQiits persuades, advises, judges; bub except in 
isolated cases, novov commands. 'I'ho social mission of Positivism 
is to regulate and combino thoir sponUinooua action, by directing 
each to tho ohjeets for which it is best adapted. 

And this mission, in spile of strong projudicoa to tho contrary, 
it will bo found well calculated to fuKU. I havo already shown its 
adaptation to tho cose of tho pooplo and of tlio philosopluo body, 
whether regarded sofiarately or in combination : I linvo now to 
show that it is equally adapted to tUo caso of womorv. 

In proof of this I have but to refer to tho prinoipio on wliioh, as 
stalod in tho first chapter, the whole system of Positivism is based; 


un iio Ill mull UO- 

opemlioii, Lliough vnliiablo, wnB noL of pviniory iinpoi timco, bccmiso 
Catliolicisin oliiimod a divine origin indopoinUmt of Osoir ossistnncc. 
But to Positiviaiii Iboy iiio indispensable, ns being tho purest niul 
simplest oiubodiiiioiit of its fniuliijnenliil principle. It is not 
nioroly in llio Fainily Lhut tlioir inlluenco will bo rerjuirod. Tlioir 
duly will often bo Lo call philosopliins anil people buck to that 
\unly of purpose wbieh ovigvnnlml in ibu fitstplniaj wivli tlioinsolvcs, 
ami wliicli oaeh of llic otliur oloinonls ia often disposcil lo violate. 

All true philosnpliers will lui dniibt accept and bo profoundly 
inlluoncod by Iho uonviclion, tlmt in all subjects of thought Itio 
social point of viow should bo logically ami scientiricully j)ro])on- 
devaul. They will conscipumtly admit tUo truth that lUo llcail 
takes precciloneo of Lho Tfndor.st«nding. »SlilI they rcrpiiro sonio 
nioro dirocl ineonlivo lo miivomnl X,ovo than Lhoso convictions can 
supply. Knowing, 110 they do, how slight is lho prncticnl result of 
purely inlollecLiml cousidorations, they will wolconic .so i)rcciou8 nn 
iiiccativo, wero it only in tho inlcrost of thoir own mission. I 
rccogniacil its necessity myself, when I wrolo on lho 1 llh of Mnrcli, 
IdlO, to liur who, in siiilo of dealli, will always reniain my constant 
companion : “ 1 wns incomploU^ »\a n philosophor, until lho oxpoii- 
onco of <lno|i and puro passion had given mo fuller insight into tho 
emotional sido of human nntiim”. Strong alTecUou oxercisea a 
nmrvollous inlluonco upon mental elfort. It elovnles tho intolloct 
atoneo to llio only point of viow which Is i-eally universal. Doubt- 
lose, lho m(ithod of puro ftcionco loads up lo it also ; but only by n 
long and loilsoino ])rocc88, which oxlmnsls the powers of thought, 
and leaves litllo energy for following out tho now results to wliich 
this great pvinci[ilo gives rise. *riio slimulatioii of nircction undor 
feminine inlluonco is necessary, Iherofow, for the accoplnnco of 
Positivism, not merely in tlujso olassca for whom a long proliminavy 
oouieo of scioiilifle study would bo iiniMssiblc. It is ccpmUy 
nccoseary for the Byateinatlo tonchcra of Positivism, in wliom it 
ohecha tho londoncy, which is oncoumgoil by habits of alistmcl. 
spocuklion, lo dovinlo into useless digi-ossions j these being always 
easier to prosoculo tlian roscarcliea of real value. 

Undor tins aspect the now spiritual system is obvi- suporioritv 
ously superior to tho old. By tho inslitntimi of ?fJ,«?po®voS 
celibacy, which was indisiwuRablc lo Calholicism, its Uio oM, sou- 
pnosts wore uatiroly rojnovocl XiDiu lho boneucmi iniiu- donciou of Cu- 
once oxorciflod by womon. Only dioso could profit lUoiiodootrino. 
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fvonv it wbo dill not Wong to tho ooclosifintical body ; tlio inoinbora 
of that body, ns Ariofilo has romm-kod in Iiis vif(oioiiH flntiro, ^vo^o 
oxcludeil. Kor could tho evil bo vonAcdicd, oxcoiit in voiy vavo 
eases, by ii-rogulfir atUiclimont, wiiidi inoviLiildy corrupted the 
priest’s cimi-nctcrby involving tho nocossily of porpotnnl iiypocrisy. 

And when wo look nt tho tliflbrouco of tlio spirit by wbicli tho 
two systems am pcmclod, wo slinil Hiid still iiioro striking ovidoiico 
that tlio now systoiii olTota a for larger splioro of moral iaduoiico to 
women than tho old. 

Both are baaed upon tho principlo of afTccUon ; but in l^sltivifiin 
the affection inculcated is socinl, in Catliolioisin it ia ossontially 
personal. Tho object of CatboUc devotion ia one of such aU\pe\\- 
doua mngnitndo, that looliiigs which are itnconnoctod with it are 
in danger of being crushed. Tho prioslhood, it Is true, wise 
intoriirotors in this rcsiMsct of fl general instinct, bvouglit all tho 
more important social obligations within the compass of religion, 
and iicld them out as necessary for snlvution. Tiullrootly, tlio 
nobler feelings wero llius called into action ; but at tlio Hnmo lime 
they wore mndetod for loss spontauoona and pure. 'J’linro could bo 
no perfectly disintorosted ancction nndor a system wliicli promised 
otovnal vowavds for all acts of self-denial, ifov it was impossiblo, 
and indued it would have been tliouglit sinful, to koop tho future 
out of sight ; and thus all spontaneous gonurosity was unavoidnbiy 
tainted by self-interest Catholicism gavo rise to an ignoble 
tlioory ol morals which became very misebievons when it was 
adopted by tho molaphysicians ; beenuso, wliilo rotaining Ibo vicious 
principle, llioy swopt away the chocks by wliioh tho priostliood bad 
controlled it But oven when wo look at tho pm'o.st form in whioli 
tho love of God was exhibited, wo cannot call it a social fooling, ex- 
cept in so far as the saiuo object of woiebip was held out siuuiltanc- 
onsly to all. Intrinsically, it is anti-sociul, since, when attained in 
abaoluto jierfccUon, it impli^ ibo ontiro sacririco of all otbov love. 
And in the best mprosontativos of Christian Lhoiiglit and fooling, 
this tondoncy isvory ap^iaront. No one has porlrayod Ibo Catbolie 
ideal with such sublimity and pathos as tlio author of tho Imitation, 
a work which so well deserved the beautiful translation of Cornoillo. 
And yot, reading it ns I do daily, I cannot iiolp romarking liow 
grievously tho natural noblonaa of Thomas A’ Kompis was impaired 
by the Catholic aystom, although in apito of nil obataclos ho rises 
at times to tho purest ardour. Cortainly tlioso of our feelings 
which avo purely unaolfish must bo far stvongov and move spon- 
taneous than lias over yot been supposed, since oven the oppressive 
discipUno of twelve conturios could not provont their growth. 
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Positivism, from llio fnct of iU conformity with nioephUoi 
tho cmifililiilinii of our iirtlum, is tho only system 
calouliitoil to (Ifvolop, bolli in inibllc nml in privnlo iV°cs^suniiAify’ 
life, tlioHu Iti^b ultiilmLi's of Tfmnniiily ■wliich, for wimt rnmnnciulc 
of ailcijunlo synLomnLic oultiux), nre slill in llicir rudi- mu- 

meiilavy sln-'i'. Ciitbolicisin, wliilo appealing to the tuo!!^’ 
licnvl, ciusIumI Intolluct, nml Intellect nnUirnlly slnig- 
glcd to Umiw off tho jutko. Posilivism, on U\o conlini-y, brings 
Henson into comiilolu Iiatmony with Pooling, without impniring 
tlio activity of oitbor. 

Scioiitifio study of llio idnlion wliicli onch indivitbml bears to 
tlio wliolo rnco is iv continual stimulus to social sympathy. With- 
out a Llieory of nocioty, it is impossiblo to Iceej) this rointion 
distinctly ami conHlaiilly in view. It is only noticed in a few 
axcoplioimi cases, and unconnecled inipi-ossioim ate soon offacod 
from tho momory. Hut Dm Positivist tenchor, taking tho social 
point of view iuvaviiibly, will make Ibis notion ft\r inovo familiar 
to UR than it 1ms over boon boforo. Ho will show ua tlio impossi- 
bility of umler.s(imding any iiulividual or society apart from tho 
whole lifo of tlm rare. .Nothing but tho bowildonncnt caused by 
theological and nmlapliyflioal doctrines can account for tho shallow 
cxjilaniitioiifl of bunian alfairs given by our teachers, allributing as 
they do to J\Ian what ih really duo to llumaiiity. Hut with the 
soundov theory that wo now possesa, wo can see tho truth as it 
really slamlH. d\'’o liavo but to look onoh of us at our own life 
uiulor its phynical, iutellecUial, or moral aspects, to rccogni/.o what 
it is Hint wo owo to tho comhiuotl action of our predecessors and 
conlomporarios. Tlio man wlio dares to Uiink himsnif iiidoponclont 
of othoi'B, either in foolingfl, tlioughta, or actions, cannot oven put 
Uio hlasphomouH concoption into wonts without iminediato solK 
conlrndiclion, ainco tho very langimgo ho uses is not his own. Tho 
profoumlest thinker cannot by liimaolf form tho smiplost languago ; 
it YocpiiroH tho co-opovation of a community for soveml gonorntions. 
Witliout fiirtlior illiiHtralion, tho tondoncy of Positive doctrine is 
ovidont. It appeals systomatically to our social iusUucts, by con- 
slantly iinincRsing upon us Umt only Uio Wliolo is real ; that tlio 
Pans oxisl only in alistraction. 

Hut imlcpomluntly of the boiioflcial influence wliich, in this final 
slalo of Iluinanity, tho iniml will oxoroiso upon tho heart, tho 
dircot ouUuro of tho lioaii iisolf will bo moro puro and more 
vigorous than undor any former system. It ofTors us tho only 
mcfiua of diaongagiug onv Ijonovolcnt aifccUona from all calculations 
of solf-intorost. As far as tho imiieifoction of man’s nature admits, 
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thoso afTcictious will gmdunlly becoiiio wiipromo, eiiico they give 
deopei’ siitisfactiou than all otliorej aiul avu cupahlo of fullor 
(lovolopinont Hotting tho towawls a^\d pwuialwnouUs of Uioology 
(vsido, wo shall attain at last to that which in tlio real Iiajipiiiosa of 
man, jnuo and dlsinlGi’ostcd love. 'I'liiH is truly tho Hovovoign 
Good, sought for so long by fonnor systoina of philiiHophy in vain. 
That it surpasses all other good ono fact will sliow, known to tlio 
tcnilor-hoavtod from jwraowal oxjwrionco ; tluvt it ie ovon bettor to 
love than to bo loved. Ovcwtinined as this may soum to niimy, it 
is yot ill harmony with a goneral Irulh, that our natuvo is in a 
healthier state whoii active thnii wjjoii passivu. Tu tiio liapjhnoss 
of being loved, there is always some tinge of sulMovo ; it is iinpos- 
aiblo not to feel pride iu tho love of uuo whom wo prohiv to all 
ethers. Since, tlion, loving gives purer satififaclion lluui being 
loved, the suiwriority of perfectly diHinlcroslnd alVeotioii is at once 
demonstmlod. It is the fundumontal dufcct of our natnro, that 
iiitrinsically these affections ni*o fur weaker limn tho w(;llish projion- 
siticB couucctQ<.l with the prowwatlun of our own oxistouco. llwt 
when they have onco boon aroused, oven tlmugli tho original 
stimulus may havo been personal, Ihoy have greator capiioity of 
growth, owing to tho peculiar charm inlioroiit iu them. Jlosidca, 
in tho oxei'ciso of tlioso feelings, all of us can co-oporato with and 
oneouragQ ono another, whovoas tho vovorao is tho coho with the 
selfish instincts. T'hoi'o is, theroforo, nothing unveasonablo in 
supposing that Positivism, by regulating and combining these 
natural tendoncies, may rouse our aym[mtlioLio instincts to a 
oonditioii of permanent activity liitliorto unlciiown. Whon tlio 
heart is no longer crushed by theological dogmas, or havdouod by 
motnpliysical theories, wo soon discover that real happiness, whothor 
public or private, consists in tbo higbost possible dovolopmont of 
tho social instincts. SolMovc comes to bo rognvdud as an iiicurablo 
innrmity, which is to bo ylulded to only so far ns is absolutely 
iiooossavy. Hero lies the universal adaptability of Positivism to 
every typo of ebametor and to all circumslancDa. In tho humblest 
relations of life, as in the highest, rcgoivovato 3 tmnanity will apply 
tho obvious truth, It is better to givo than to rucoivo. 

Tho Heart thus aroused will in its turn react honolioially upon 
tho Intellect ; and it is ospeeially from woiuoii that this reaction 
will proceed. I have 8|X)koii of it so fully boforo, that I nood not 
doscrilm it further. It is iu Ifceliug that I find tho basis on whlcli 
tho wliolo structuro of I^osilivism, intellcctunlly ns well os morally 
considorcil, vests. Tho only remark I have now to add is, that by 
following out this prinoiplc, pliilosopliicfti diffioultios of tho most 


cit>r. iv.j Tin: in’ki-uenck op rosmviSM upon women. 


16 D 


hiuil K\'Q at once 6uvmo\\ntw\. I'toia moral cousidcra' 
tioiis, llio iiilollccl may bo readily iiulDccil to submit to ficiontific 
I'csti'ietioiie, Hio ju-oiniely of whicli would remain Sov a long timo 
nmtlcr of dobiitc, warn jdiilopoplueal discuBsioua Iho only moans of 
indicating it. Attempt, for iuHtancft, to couviiico a pmo matliema- 
Ucian, howevov conwoiontiouR and talented, that Sociology is both 
logically and ficienlilically supovior to all other sLiulics. Ifo would 
not readily admit tliia; mid Hovoro oxortion of the induclivo and 
dcduclivo faculUcH am alono cmivincc him of it. ])ut by tlio aid 
of I'Vcling, an luliRan or a woman enii, without education, readily 
grasp this great mioyelo\)a5(lic ]irineipIo, and apply it practically to 
the common aHiiira of life. But for this, tho larger concojitions of 
philoso])liy would liavo but a limited range, and very fow would 
bo capablo of Uio ennrao of nUu\y which is yot ao imjioiiaut on 
social grounds for all. Oompreheiiaivonoss of mind is no doubt 
favouraldo to sympulliy, but m ilacif more actively fttimulated by 
it. AVlion Uio Bositivisl nmtliod of cduoiilion is accepted, moral 
oxcolloneo will bo vovy genmnlly ngarded aa a guarantco of real 
intellectual caiiaeity. Tbe vovoluliouiat lendora of Iho Convonlion 
showed tlicir smiHC of tliis connection liy allowing, as tlioy did 
fiomoLimc.s, icqjubliean ardour to outweigh Boiontific alUvinment. 
Of courso, HO long as men mmaiu without a eyetenmtic theory of 
morals, such policy would bo likely to fail of its object, aud indeed 
would become positively nuBchievouB. But the reproach is usually 
tliat it was a rcLrogrado policy, a rojwoach far uioro applicable to 
tho prcHoiit sysloiii, in wliioli tlio Btaiulard of fitness for any ofllco 
is regulated oxchiHivoly by iulellcctiml couaidorations, tbo licart 
being altogntbor jliHrcgardod. Hislorically wo can explain this 
pvacLico by tUci laid that tho rcUgioua faith in which our moral 
imlui'O 1ms lutherto beon trained lias boon of a most oppressive 
cliarnctor. lOver aiuco tho Middle Agoa, the intollcot and tbo heart 
have been unavnidubly at issuo. BoBitivism is tho only system 
wbioli can i)nl an ond to Iheiv antegouifiin, bocauso, as I Imvo boforo 
explained, while suboidiimting licaHon to Feeling, ifc docs so in such 
a way ns not to impair tlio dovolopmont of oillior. With its 
pmsont untonablo claims to sujiromaoy, Xulolloct is in reality tbo 
principal source of sooial discord. Until it abdicates in favour of 
tbo Heart, it can never hoof real sorvico in roconslruction. But 
its abdication will bo usoIosh, unloBB it is entirely voluntary. Now 
this is precisely tlm rosult wliicli PosiliviBiu allains, because it 
takes up tbo very ground on wliicli tho claims of intolloct nro 
defended, namely, scientific donrorrstration, a ground which tho 
dofondors of intellect cannot repudiate •without suspicion at once 
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to their lontiveo. But tUwilof^ical ou nu\(a\jhy8icftl 
romcdica can only oxnapomlo tlio rlinonsn. Hy tiitincHsiny tlio iiilcl- 
Icct llioy provoke it to fi'osh inaurrerstion nguinal tlio liciul. 

iiitoiiootnni For all tlioso ronaoiis, woinoit, wIhmuo IxilLur judges 
on-i moriiniH- of inoiul quoatioiw Ujaii ourstdvuH, will ailiiiil tluilPosi- 
mclr*wutj vt tivism, incontoalnhly awpm-iin' ua it is to olhov syAloms 
sitiviHin. iutcllocUudly, 8ur\HU$8ca Uioui yut uiovo iu lU^uUug with 
thonfrectiong. 1’hciroiily ohjcclioi) nrisoH from conftiuiuliiig I'tjsiLivo 
Pliiloaopliy itself with its pwliiniiuiry course of Hcioiitilic study. 

Women’s mhuls no doubt nro Iohs cajmlihj tlmn (uirM of goiiorn- 
lizing very widely, or of carrying on long proticssuH of tlciUiclion. 
They avo, that ia, leas caimblo than men of aUatviw.t iutellucUwl 
exoi'tion. Ou the other liaud, they aro gonevully moiu iilivo to that 
combination of I'cality with utility wliich is one of the cliaractor- 
istics of Positivo speculation. In this respect tlioy Imvo mucli in 
conimoti iiitollcotually with the working cliwsrH ; iiiul forlunutoly 
they have also the saiiio ndvanlugo (jf Ijcing nnlnimmullcil by the 
present absunl sysUnu of uduw\tion. Kor i» Umiv )«)8\linn far 
voiuovod from wliat it should bo normally ; Ixu’iig Icmh ongaged than 
men in tliu business of life, their contumplalivE! fiicuUicH are called 
Into activity more easily. Tholv inimls nro jicitlmr pi'cuccu|)iftil nor 
indiflbront; the nrost favourable condition for Iho roception of 
philosophical truth. They have far more alUnily intollcclually 
Avilh philosophers who truly di^rvo the name, Uuuv wo lind iu tlio 
scientific men of the present day. Comprolionsivoncss of thought 
they considor as important as positivity, wlioroas our .savants cavo 
for nothing but tho latter quality, and ovon that tlicy understand 
imperfectly. Molibro's romarkabio oxprosaion, dcs clarlCs do tout, 
which I applied iu tho last chapter to popular education, was used 
by him in rofcronco to women. Accordingly wo fiml that women 
took a vivid interest in tho very first attempt made to aystomatizo 
Positivo speculation j tho Cartesian philosophy. No more striking 
proof could bo given of Ihoir philosophical aflinitios ; ami iho more 
so that in tho Cartesian syatom moral and social speculatiuna wove 
necessarily excluded. Surely, then, wo may expect them to rccoivo 
Positivism far more favoumbly, a system of winch tlio principal 
subject of speculation is tho moml problom in which both sexes arc 
alike interested. 

Women, therefore, may, like tho pooido, bo counlod among tho 
(utuvo supportetB of tho new philosophy. Without t!\oiv combined 
aid it could never hope to surinuunt tho strong ropugnanco to it 
wliich is folt by our cultivated classes, especially in Franco, whore 
tho question of its success has fust to bo decided. 
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But when wt)inoii liavu HuIlicimiL acqimiulfliico with cmi.c.iicis.u 
Positivism, to sco its H\ipi.'iiorjty to Cnlliolioism in 
qiiostioiis of feeling, will support it fi-om iiiorni (Iticctly 
sympathy oven iiutro tlmii fmiii iiiU-lleotiml ndhesion, ''‘■‘OKti’cuit. 
It will ho Lho heart oven nioro ihiui tho miiul which will inoliiio 
them to Llio only syaloni of philosophy whicli has fully rcoo^inisod 
tho prepojuleruncu of Pooling. They cannot fail to ho ilrawn 
lowaicls n system which icganls woniou ns lho emhodimciU of this 
pviiiciplo; llio unity of hnnmii iiutmc, of wliicli this pi'inci|ilo is 
tlio basis, being Hum cnlnmttHl to tlioir special clmi^o. 'I’ho only 
reason of llicir regret fur tin! pnat, ia that tho pi-esont fails to satisfy 
tlicir noblest social instincts*. Not that Catholicism over rcully 
satisfied llmmj iinhii'd in its gonernl diameter itiaovon loss adapted 
to women than to nn!n, sineo tho dominant quality of woman’s 
natiiro is in <lirect conlradicUon with iU Christiftnily, notwilh- 
slanding its ohiinm to moral jiorfocLion, lias always confounded tho 
quality of lomlerncss with that of purity. And it is tvuo that 
lovo cnimot ho deef) unless it is also pure. But Catholioisin, 
althoiigli it imrilied lovo from tlio animal propoiisitica which had 
been etiimilulcd by rolyllntism, did notliing oLhorwiao to strongthon 
it. It lias given us imieod too many inalancoa of purity, pimlicd 
to llio oxlent of fanaticism, without toiulomoas. And tliis result 
is especially common now, hecauso lho unstority of tho Christian 
spirit is not corrooted, ns it used to ho, liy lho inspiring iniluonces 
of Chivalry, rolytlmism, dolldont as it was in purity, was really 
far moi'o conducive tlmn Christianity, to londcrnosa Lovo of God, 
tho snpiomo all'ocUon round whicli Catholicism ondoavoured to 
concontnilo all oLlior feelings, was cssonlially a solf-rcgarcling 
principlo, and ns such conllieted with woman’s nohlost iimlincU. 
Not only did it onconrago moimatio isolation, but if dovolopod to 
tho full oxtent, it hccamo inconsialont with lovo for our fellow 
men. It was impiety for lho Icnight to lovo his Lady better than 
his God; and thus tho best foolingsot his naturo wore roprossed 
by his religious faith. 'Womon, Ihorcforo, am not mnlly intorcsted 
in porpotuating lho old system ; and tho very inalincU by whicli 
their imUu'O is charaotorised, will soon incliiio them to abandon it. 
Tlioy liavo only boon waiting until social life should assume a less 
nialoi'inl cliaractov ; so lliat morality, for Uio prcsorvatioii of which 
they justly coneidov tlionisolves rospoiisiblo, may not bo compromised. 
And on this head I^osillvism satisfios tlioir licart no less than thoir 
uudoi-standing with all tho guarantees that they can roquiio. Based 
as it is njiou accurato luiowlcdgo of our nature, it can combino tho 
siniplo aireclioiiato spirit of rolylhoism witli tho exquisite purity 
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of Cntholictsm, without fcftr of Uiint from tho Hul)Vort*ivo sophisins 
ongoiulcml by Uic Hpirituftl nnarohy of our tiiiios. Not liowavor 
tlmt purity is to bo pkced oii Uio Hnmo lovol with tondcrnoss. 
'J'eiulorucss is tiro more cwonlinl of Uio two f]_uftUUos, bocuuso inoio 
closely comioctcd wiU\ tho grand object of all human cilbvt, tho 
elevation of Social IfeoUng over SoU-i.ovo. Tu a wouiau witliout 
tondorncas tlioro is somutliing ovon inoro moiiHtrous than in a man 
without coui'flgo. Wlmtovcr Jicr taloiitH and oven liov nnorgy may 
bo, they will in most cases prove miachiovoim botli to horsoJf and 
to others, unless indeed they should bo millifiod by tho rostraint of 
theological discipHno. If sho has forco of olmraotor it will bo 
wasted in a struggle against all logitiinnlo authority; whilo her 
mental power will bo omploywl only in dostvnetivo Hoptuama. Too 
many cases of this kind present thewaolvos in the social anarchy of 
tlio present tiino. 

Sucli is tho Posiliviat theory on tho suliju.ct of Women. It 
marks out for them aiiohlo Hold of Kocial iisufiilnoes. TtoxtoiuU 
tiio scope of their innuonco to publio as well as iirivato lifo, and yet 
in a way thoroiiglily in harmony with thoir nature. AVithoiit 
leaving tlic family, Iboy will iMirticipato in Iho controlling power 
cxerciseil by philosophers and workmen, socking oven in their own 
domestic sphere nvUrot to morlify than to govern. In a w'ovd, as I 
sliall show niOTO fully iu the Inst chapter of tluH introductory work. 
Woman is tho epontanoous prieslcss of Jliunanity. Slio poraoni/ics 
in tho pui'osti form tho principle of Lovo upon wliicli tlio unity of 
our nature doironds j and tho eulturo of that principle in others is 
lior spocial funotion. 

All classes, Lhoroforo, must bo brenght inidor women’s womon's in. 
influence) ; for all require to bo reminded conslanlly of i'''oiko <ivor 
the groat tnvtU that- Reason and Activity m o snbordi- o)’,Si9cir*’’'nnf{ 
nato to Feoliug. Of their iullucuco upon pUiloaophevs U'oii t«t»oiiora. 
I have spoken. If they are men worthy of thoir misHion, they will 
bo conscious of tho tendoncy wluoh their lifo has to harden tliom 
and lead thorn into useless spoculation ; and they will fool tlio need 
of renewing the ardour of their social sympathy at its native somco. 
Feeling, when it is puro and deep, corrects its own errors, because 
they clash with the good to which it is ovor tondiiig. Ihil or* 
roneoas use of tho intellectual or practical faculties, cannot bo oven 
recognised, inuoh loss corrooted, without tho aid of Afleclion, which 
is tlio only part of our nature that siifTora directly from sucli ovrovs, 
Therefore whenever either the pliilosophor or tho poopio deviate 
from duty, it will be tlie part of women to remonstrate with them 
gently, and recall them to tho true sooial principles which are 
ontru.stod to tbeir spocial cbai^ 
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■\Vilh tlio worlciiig cliisscs, Urn spftcinl daiigop to bo contoudcd 
ngt\\rt8l vs tbuiv Ic'udtnicy to ab\i«o tUoir ottcngU), and to vcsovt to 
foi'co for tlio iiLtiuiniiout of Lhoir objects, instead of persuasion. 
]}iil this dmigur is iiftnr iill loss Umn lliat of the miauso of iiitolloc- 
lunl jjow'or to which iihilosophera are bo liable. Thinkers who try 
to niiilco ioa8(»ning do Lbu work o£ feeling can very seldom bo 
coiivimicd of lhoir error. Ihipulai* ONciloiiionti on the contvnry, 
bus cflon yiohhul to foniiiiino iiilluonce, exerted though it lias been 
liilliiiiLo witliovit any HysUrmutic guidance. The dillcronco is no 
(iould piwtly owing Ui lU(\ fivet that Ihoro arc now few or none ^Yho 
deserve ihe nnino of i))iil<)Ho}iberH. I'or wo cannot give Unit name 
to tlio supcsrliciid HophintH mid rlieloriciniiB of our lime, wliothor 
])8ychologisls or idcologiHls, nipn wholly incaiwblo of deep thought 
on any subject. IndupumlenUy of this, however, tho din'orcnco is 
(‘Xplained by Uio cliaraclor of tho two clnssos. Wom'ou will always 
11ml it Iiardcr to jlmd with intellectual pride than with popular 
violence. Aiipeals to social fooling nio their only weapons ; and 
tlic social fecUngH nf tho workman arc atvongor Umn those of tho 
pliilosophor. .Sophislry is fur more forinidnblo to thoni than 
passion. In fact, wore it not that the working classes avo even 
now so mnenablu to fomnlo inlhumce, socicly would bo in extreme 
danger from the diaiivdnr caused by inlellectunl anarchy. Tlioro 
are many Bopbisms which niaintain tlicmHolvos in spile of Boiontino 
refutation, and which would bo dcstruclivo of all order, wore it not 
for our moral iiistinuts. Of tide (ho Communists ollbv a striking 
oxam\>le, in avoiding, with that admirable inconaiftlency to which I 
have idready called allontion, tlio oxtonsioii of their piinciplo to 
tho Family. SuiToiuulod by Ihu wildest Uioories, such ns, if tlicy 
wore jiut in praelico, would utterly destroy or jiamlyso society, wo 
see largo numliuis of working men showing hi Uioir daily life a 
degree of aHeclion and respect for women, which is unoipinllod by 
any other class. It is well to roflcot on facte like those, not only 
bocaiiso they lead us to judge the Cumimmist sclionl with more 
justice, but hucanae, occnvriug aa Ibey do in tbo midst of social 
nnnvcliy, they sliow wliiit powerful ngoiiuics for good will ho at our 
disposal in morn aottlod times. Certainly tlioy cannot bo atlvilnilod 
to theological teaoliing, winch lina rather had tho oireoL of slrong- 
Ihoning tho errors whicli it attiioks by the nbaiirdily of its rofutn- 
lions, They aroBimply tho roBiilt of tho influence wliicli women 
have spontaneously exorcised on llio nobler fcoHugs of tho people. 
In ProlestaiiL connlrias wiioro lhoir iiilluoiico is less, tlio misohiov- 
ous cffi'Cls of Communistic thoorioa have boon far gveatov. Wo 
owe it to women that llio Family has boon bo little injured by the 
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lofcroQjrado apiiib of Uiose ropiihlicftn Toformovs, ^Yl^Oflo idenl of 
inodorn aooioty is to abaovb Iho Kumily iiilo Slate, as was ilono 
by a fow small trlboa in ancicul. Clveoco. 

Tlie toadittcse shown by women in applying pmcticnl roincdics to 
erroneous iheoiies of inowility is sliown in otliov ensos whom tlio 
uttractivoiicss of tho error would scoiii irri^.Histiljlu to llio coarser 
natiira of inon. Tho evils consoquoul on divorco, which 1ms boon 
authorized in Gormniiy for Ihroo conLurioa, liavo boon much lessoned 
by womon’s iastiuctivo ropugnniico to it. Thu samo may bo said 
of roconb attaoks upon mnirirtgo, wliicli are still mom serious, 
bccaiiso tho anarchy of modem life mvivoa all tbo oxtravagancos of 
tho molaphysical spirit in anciont timoa. Xu i\o ouo case has a 
aohemo of society hostile lo marriage luot with any real favour 
from women, phuisiblo os many of tlmni scmiiiMl. Uimblo in tUoic 
ignorance of social aoionco to see tho I’allauy of such schomns tliotn- 
8olve.s, our rovoliilionnry writers canuot coucoivo that womou will 
not bo convinced by them. Ihit }inp|)ily womon, like tho poopio, 
judge in these mattom by the heart rather limn i)y tlio bond. In 
tho absonco of any guiding principlo lo dirocL Iho unduistnuding 
and provonfc Ibo deviations to wliicli it is always exposed, tho heart 
is a far safer gxtide, 

Tlmro is no need at present of pursuing those romavka farther. 
It is abundantly dear U\at womon arc in ovovy respect mla\ilod for 
rectifying the moral deviations to which ovovy elomoiiL in the social 
organism is liabla And if wo already foul tho valuo of Uioir 
inhucnco, springing ns it doos from tlto unaidod inspirations of tho 
heart, wo may ho sure it will become far more consolidated and will 
bo far mom widely felt, when it rests on tho basis of a sound 
philosophical system, CA})ablo of mtuting sophisms and exposing 
fallacies from which their unassisted inslinol; is insulUoiont to 
prosorvo us. 

Tboir Booini playod by womou in public lifo 

'^nauenoo )ii 13 uot inoi-olv passWo. Not ouly will they glvo Ihoir 
sanction individually and collectively to the verdicts 
of public opinion as formed by philoaophors and by tho poopio; 
but thoy will thomsolvos intorforo actively in moral qiiosUons. It 
will bo thoir part to maintain the primary principlo of Positivism, 
which originated with lliomsolvos, and of wluoh thoy will always 
bo Iho most natural rcjirosontatlvos. 

But how, it may bo asked, can this bo reconciled with my 
previous remark that womon’s lifo should still bo essentially 
domestio 1 

For tho ancients, and for tho greater part of tho human race at 
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tlio iiiofftjiit tliiK!, it u'olilil bo irrpconciliibk. in 
Kinopo tlio Hululioii Iiuh long ngo been found. Im-oui Llio tiiiio 
when women uct[nii'ctl, uh thuy did in tho Sfiddlo Ages, a fail- 
mensuro of (hmiosLii; fiveiloin, oiiportiinitiea for Rocial mtovcoiirso 
nioso, wliioli eombinud ihokI Imppily tho udvnnlflgcvs of piivalo and 
of jmblic lifo, niul in womoii 2)reaidwl. Tho in-nelico nftei'- 
wnnlfl oxloiulwl, cHpeeially in Vrnneo, and Ihcan ineolings bccamo 
tho labomloriu.H of pulilic opinion, XL RoomK now na if tlicy bad 
died out, or Imd IohL llmir clwmcloj-. Tho inlcllcctunl and moral 
nnavcliy of our timoR ia moat unfuvouvablo to fi-oo intovebango of 
Ihoiiglils and fuulingH. ]hit a ouslom so social, and wbicb did suck 
good aervico in llio phiioHoi)lil«:aI inovomont preceding llio llovolu- 
tion, ia aHSnrwlIy not dralinod to pcrisli. In the more perfect social 
etato 1(1 wliicli wo arc loinling, it will bo dovoloped inoro fully tlmn 
over, wlion men's jninda and hearts Imvo n«ccpt(xl llio rallying-point 
ofTored by tho now pbilo.sopby. 

Thia is tlmn, tho mode in wbicb woinoii can will) jirojirioly 
parLicijiuto in jmblic lifo. lloro all clnsaca will recognizo tboir 
autliority iia itaramonnt. tJndor Urn now sysloin tbcao nieotinga 
will entirely Ioku their old ariatocmlio cbiirncler, n-bicli is now 
siinjily olwtrimtive. '['be IVaitivist ailon will complete tho scries 
of social nicotiiigs, in wliich tiu» three clomenta of tbu sjiiritunl 
power will ho aliio to act in concorl. h'irsl, tbero is tlio roligious 
assomblago in Llm 'remjile of Hnmanily. Ifcro tho jdiilosojihor 
will naturnlly jireHide, tlm other two classos taking only a secondary 
l>art. In the Club again it ia tho jjcojdo who will Uiko tho active 
jmrtj women and j)lijlo.''()phorH would supjMrl tliom by tlioir 
proaonco, but witlnmt joining in tl»o dolwto. XastJy, womon in 
thoir salons will juomoto aolivo and friondly inlorcourso botween 
all tliroo elassea ; and lioro all wlio may bo qualified to tako a 
loading pint will ilml tlieir influonco cordially aocopled. Gontly 
and without dU'ort ii moral coutwil will lliiis bo cslablishcd, by 
which acts of violence or folly may bo checked ia their source. 
Kind advico, given imUvoctly but cariieslly, will often save tlio 
j)lnloHoj)hov from being Idinded by ambition, or fi-om deviating, 
through inlelleetual jn ido, into uaeluss digreasions. Working men 
at thoso mooLings will learn to njpvcBs tho spirit of violonco or envy 
that frcipiontly ariHca in Llioin, rocogiiizmg tho 8 acvcdn(is.H of tho 
care llnis juanifostud iov tlioip i?»tore 8 ls. And tho great and llm 
wealthy will bo liuight from tho nmiinor in wliich jn-aiso and Ijlnnio 
is givon by tlioso wlioso ojiiuion is most valued, that tho only 
justillablo USD of power or talonfc is to dovolo it to llio sorvico of 
tho woulc. 
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Rut, liowcvftr imiini-lniit tlio pubMo duties that 
1118^18^° "^omon will ultinmtoly Ijo rnllotl upon to poiform, 
priiicimi {|jo immily is n(tei‘ nil lluni- liighost nnd most dislinc- 
spoioo .10 -on. gplioro of work. It was in allusion to ihoir 
domestic inlluonco that I spnko of thorn as tho oviRinalora of 
spivitual power. Now tho Family, uUUoufjh it is tliu basis of all 
Imman society, has iiovor boon satisfactorily dofunilod by any 
rocoived systoin of society. All tho corrosivo power of niclapliy- 
sicnl analysis lias boon employod u)K)n it; and of ninny of tlio 
sopliisnis put forwai*d no rational rofntalion has been given. On 
the other iiand, tlio ])votcct\on of tho thoologiaus is no loss 
injurious. For thoy still \>cr8ist in connocting tlio institutions of 
tho Family with thoir olisolclo dogmas, winch, however useful thoy 
may have been formerly, aro now simply daiigoroua. l^rom tho 
close of tho Sliddlo Ages tbo priesthood has boon jioworloss, as 
tho Ucnntious songs of tho troubadours prove, to protect tho 
sanctity of mamago against tho shallow but miKobvovous attacks 
wliicli oven tlicn wore made against it. And afterwards, wlion 
those fnlso priiiciplos becamo niorc gonornlly jirovalont, and oven 
royal courts disgraced thomsolves by giving public approval to tlioni, 
tho weakness of Iho priosls became still more manifest. Thus 
nothing can be mote moufitvous than these ignorant aasevtiona that 
theological doctrines have boon tho safeguard of tlio Family. Thoy 
have done nothing to prosorvo it from tho most subveraivo attacks, 
under wliich it must have succumbed, but for tlio hotter instincts 
of society, ospccinlly ol tho female portion of it. With the 
exception of a foolish fiction about tho origin of Woman, theology 
lias put forward no ayatcmatic dofcuco of niarviagc; und as soon as 
theological authority itself foil into disoredit, tho fooblo sanction 
which it gave to domestic morality hoenmo utterly powarlcss against 
sophistical attAcks. But now that tlio Family can lie sliown on 
Fositivo principles to rest on scionUfic laws of liimmn naliiro or of 
sQoioty, the danger of metaphysical controversy and tlicologioal 
fcoblonoss is post. These principles will bo discussed systomationlly 
in tho second volomo of tho larger Treatise to wliicli tliis work is 
the Introduotion. But tlio few remarks to wliioh I must at prosoiit 
limit myself, will, I hope, at least satisfy the roadnr as to tho 
capaluUby of FowUviam to i-o-oalabUsh morality upon a firm basis. 

AVoninii'9 According to tho lower views of tho subject, sucli as 
v/lfo. Coniug those coarsely expressed liy the groat lioro of reaction, 
lion ’'for imt' Procreation and maternity are tho only social 

'»orsnl syraiw- functions of Woman. Indeed many theorists object 
even to her roaring lior children, and Lliink it profornblo 


cifAi-. I''-J Till- tNl'l-UKNCli: OF rO-SITlVISM UPO^^ WOMKS'. 


173 



to Icovo llu’iu til Iho al).stv(u:l Ijonovolnico of tho Sliite. lJut in tlio 
l^ailiviHl Uioory of nmniaj^'o, Iho pviiiciiml fuiictum of 'Wonmii is 
ono quiUMincoiiiioclfil with procn-atiiju. It is a function dopon- 
dont on llio liif>lirnt iiLliiinitcs of our luiluiv. 

Vusl as is llio inonil iinijorttuico of muU-rnilj', yot tbo position of 
wife liuK nlwiiyn licou amsidoml even move clwactovisLic of 
womiiii’H imtmii ; nn sliou n by tlio fact tluit tlio words womnn nncl 
wife mo in many lunf,niH”iiH KyiiouyinouR. Marringo is not always 
followed liy cliildrcii; aiul lirwulcs Uiia, a kul wifif is very aoldoin 
indood a good motimr. Tim limt aspect then, under whioh Positi- 
vism cojmidoiH ‘Wonmn, is Kimply as Uio compauiou of JIan, 
iiTOspoctlvo of ln-r imdi'niid dulit*t», 

Viowtid lliiiH, Man iago ia the iiUHtt cjlciuoulary and yet the most 
porfect inoilo of social life. It m tlio only assoointion in whioh 
oiitiio idmiUiy of inUmislH ia piwsihlo. In this union, to Llio nioml 
coJiiplcitmicHH of whiiili tlio lunguugo of all civilised nations hoars 
Icaliniony, Iho nohloHt aim of huiniiii Hfo is realised, ns far as it 
over can ho. For tho olijeot of huimin oxisLonce, as shown in Iho 
Bocoud cluqitor, in progrcNH of ovevy hind ; pix>gr«sa iu movidity, 
that ia to nay in tho Hulijeetion of Kolf-iiitorest to Social Peeling, 
holding tho Ihst riiiilc, !Now thisniKiucHlioimblo princijilo leads us 
by a very suro and direct path to tlio true Llioory of marriage. 

Diflormit ns tho two hoxi'h am by iiiitum, and increased as tliat 
dinbroiii-'o Is by tlio divuraity wlileli happily oxisU iu Ibcir social 
position, cacli is coiiHininmitly uecossary to tlio moral development 
of tlio othor. Ill pmctlcal ciiorgy and in the nieninl capacity 
which usually accompanies it, Wan is ovulontly siiiwrior to Woman. 
"Woman’s slrongth, on tho otlior hand, Uoa in PcoUug. She excels 
Wan ill lovo, as Wan oxcols lier in force. It is impossible to 
conceive of a oloaor union than that which binds these two beings 
to tho mutual sorvico and povfnction of each othor, saving thorn 
from all danger of rivalry. Tho •voluntary clinraotor too of this 
union gives it a still fiuthor charm, when the choice has boon on 
l)0lh sides a happy oiio. In tho rosilivo theory, tlion, of maniago, 
ila ))rincipal ohjoul is considomd to ho that of ooniploting and 
conllriniiig llio cducaliim of tlio heart by calling out the purest and 
slrongosl of human symimtliics. 

It is triio that sexual instinct, which, in man’s ease at all ovonts, 
was the origin of conjugal attnclimont, is a fooling purely selfish. 

It is also triio that its ubsonen 'would iu tho majorily of oasos, 
(liminiBh live energy of aifecUon. lUit wouuiu, with hot moro 
loving heart, has usually far loss need of this coai^o stimulus than 
man. Tho iiifiuoiico of lior purity roacla on man, and onnobloa his , 
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nlfccUou. And oflcoUon ia in ifsolf so swcftt, Unit ivlifm oncQ it 
]ins been aronautl by wimlovoi* nginicy, its o\\'n cjinnii is siifliciont to 
nmiiitnin it in nctivity. Wlioii this is tlio cfisc, coiijugfil union 
lioconics Ji jwrfcct ideal of friojulsbip ; yot still tiioro beautiful tlmn 
frioiulsliij), lioenuso eacli possesses and is possiipand by tlio otlicv. 
For povToct fviendslvip, dilfcrcncft of sox is cssoutiiil, as oxcUuUng 
tlio pnssUnlity of rivalry. No othor voJuiitiuy lie enn ndiuit of 
sucli full ujul inircstraincd confidcnco. It is tlio fiouroo of Iho most 
uimlloyod happiness llint man enn enjoy j foi* thero can bo no 
gfcatoi' happiness than to livo for nnollioi'. 

Blit inclepondontly of tho inlrinsic valvio of this encml union, wo 
havo to consider its imiwlance (tom the social point o( view. It 
ia the first slago in our progress towards that wliich is tlio final 
oiijoct of inoml education, namely, imivorsal lovo. ^^nlly writere 
of Hio so-eallcd socialist school, look upon ooiijugnl lovo and 
uiiivorsal bcnovolcnce, tho two cxLiomo terms in tlio scale of 
aiTccliona, as opiJoscd to each other. In the soconil chnplor, I 
pointed out tho (aUoncss ami daiigov of this viow. 'riio nuui who 
is iiicapablo of deep alfection for ono whom lio lias clinsou as his 
partner in the most intimate rohilions of life, con Imrdly expect to 
be boliovod whon lio pmfesses dovolion to a iiinss of huimin beings 
of whom ho knows nothing. Tho licart cannot throw olf ils 
original seifislmoss, wUhottt iho aid of some Dompleto and ondmiug 
a(fi.'cUon. And conjugal lovo, concouUatod na it la upon one object 
oxclusivoly, is luoro enduring and complete tlmii any other. I'Totn 
personal cxpoiienco of stioiig lovo wo rise by clegreos to sincoro 
affection for all maiikiml; although, ns tho scope of fooling widens, 
its energy must dcciease. Tho cuniicotion of Ihcso two ataloa of 
feeling is instincUvely recogni^rl by all j and it ia clearly indicated 
by tho Positive theory of human naUuo, which has now placed it 
beyond tho teach of iiiotaphysicnl attacks. "Wnion tho moral 
onii>iro of Woman lias boon movo firmly ostablislied by tlio difTiision 
of Positivist principles, men will roo that tho common prnotico of 
lookuig to the private life of a statosinnii ns tho host giiaranlco of 
his public cottduct Iwvd deep wisdom in it. Ono of tho strongest 
symptoms of thogonoi-al laxity of morals to wliich moutal anarchy 
lias bronglit us, is that disgraceful law passed in Franco thirty 
years ago, and not yet repealed ; tlio avowed object of wliich was 
to suriTnuid men’s lives with a “ wall ” of privacy j a law introduced 
by psychologist poliliciaiis who no doubt needed such a Avail.* 


* Tins Inw TBiis introduced by noycr-Colkrd. It forbWa disoiiaalou of tho iirivol 
fliTnira of {>«olio maa 
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Tlio purpose of innrriaK« oiico clenrly uiulcrslood, it cnn-uiioneof 
Ijccoiiios easy in ik-Iino its coiuUlioiia. Tho intorven- dusol'umo 
Uoii of society is necoasnvy ; but its only object is to nogainV.*"” 
coufinu (ukI In diu’clnp tlin orilor of Uuu{'h which oxisis nnluvftlly. 

It is CHsi’nlial in tlio first phico to tho In^^b jiurposcs for wliich 
inanisKC lias been inwlitutwl, tlmt Ibo union filmll be botli excbisivo 
Slid imliaH()lul)lo. So fSHonlinl imleod nm boUi conditions, that wo 
ficqiiently lind thorn ovoii whoa lljo connoction is illegal. That 
any ono should havo vontured to proiwund the doctrine tlmt bnnian 
liappinoHs is to b(\ Hconml by levity and inconaisloiicy in love, is a 
fact which nothing Imt tlio utter deflcionoy of social and moral 
principles can explain.^ Lovo cannot bn deep nnloss it remains 
conslanl to a fixed object. The very possibility of ebango is a 
leinplalion to it. fto didVronlly coaBlilutcd ns man and woman 
arc, is thi'ir sboii life loo iniich for perfect I(now]e<lgo ami lovo of 
one anollier'l Yet ibc vorantility to which most Imnian nfrootion 
is liable Jimlc(!S tho inlorvcnlion of Bocioty necessary. AVitliout 
some check njjon indecision and caprice, lifo might dcgenoralo into 
a misevablo wrica of expcrimcule, each ending in failuro and 
degiadalinn. Soxnal lovo may bocoiucn powerful ongino for good : 
but only on Uio condition of jilnoing it under rigorous and porma- 
nont disciidinn. Tbuso who doubt tbo necessity for this, liavo only 
to cast a giancu lavyund WcBloru Kuroi>o at tbo cnnnlrios wbero no 
such disciplino him boeii ORlabliahod. It has been said lliat the 
adoption or nijection of nionc^iny ia a Rimplo question of climate, 
but for tliis hypotheftiw there ia no ground wliate.vcv. It is as 
contrary to coniimm ulworviilion na to pliilosopliic theory. Jlar- 
riago, like (ivory other human infitilution, has always been im« 
proving. IJeginning in all countries wiUi nnrcstricled polygamy, 
it lends in all to tho purest inouogainy. Tracing back the history 
of Korliicrn nropo, wo find polygiuiiy there as well as in the 
South j and Sonthorii nations, like Koilliorn, adopt polygniny ns 
their social lifo ndvnnces. Wo boo the lendoncy to it in Dioso 
jiaita of Lliti ImihI whioh come into contact with WcHtorn civiliza- 
tion. 

Monog(},my, thon, ia ono of tho most precious gifts wliich tho 
Middle Ages liavo lioquoiitluHl to Western Knropo. Tho striking 
superiority of aocial life in tbo West is in-obnbly clue to it more 
tlian to any oLlior canao. Pratcslnut countrios have seriously 
hnnaired its value by their kwa of divorce. Jiut this aborralion 
will hardly be pernmnont. It k alien to tho purer feelings of 
women and of the pcojilo, and tho misobiof done by it is limited to 
tho privileged clusses. Franoo is now Uirciilened witli a revival of 


170 


h OKSIiUAL VIKW OK VUSlTlVliiM. 


ICIfAl'. U-. 


iho n\claphy8ical doUisioua of tho Kovolulion, and il is fcMcd W 
some that Iho disnslrous oxnini>lo of Cioriiiaiiy in this roapect will 
bu imitated. I3ut nl! such Ujiulonoies, htiiiif^ uttei-ly inconsistout 
witli tlio habits of inoilcu-ii lifo, will hduu bo cliookoil by tlio soiinder 
pliilosopliical principles which liuvo now aiison. T!io moclo of 
rosistanco to thaso orrora wliich rosHivimn nclupts Avill rendoi tho 
stiHigglo ]nosfc iiscfnl in hflstoning tlio luloiitiou of tho tmo ihoory 
of mnnifigo. Tho spirib of l*o.Hilivj8iu being alwaya rolalivo, 
concossions may bo inmlo lo moftl oxcoplional cnscB, wilhoub 
•wealconing or oontnuUcUng Ibo principle j wboieaH tlio absohito 
ohavactev of theological doclvhw wiw incoiu\iaUhlo with concossion. 
Tho nilos of morality sUoiiUl bo gcuoinl uiul com\iioheuaivo ; but 
hi their piactidul npplicution oxcoptiona Imvo often to bo made. 
By no pliilosophy but tho Posilii'C) can tlicao two cuiulitiona bo 
roconcih'd. 

i-orpotiiii! To tho spirit of niinrohy, liowovor, Posilivifim yields 
wWowhooJ. nothing. Tho unity ossontinl to mairiiigo, it rondora 
nioro coin])lolo tlmii over. It dovclojis tho pi-luotiilo of monogamy, 
by inculcating, not ns n legal inslilutlon, but iia a moral duly, tho 
poipetiiity of widowhood. Afleclion ho linnly concontratod has 
always been rc^vdod with i-oapoal ovon on man’s sivlc. But 
hitherto uo roUgion has had. auUiciout \mvity or iulUumco to sccuro 
its adoption. Positivisni) howovor, from tlio cumplotoncaa of its 
synlliosis, and from tlio fact that its rules aro invariably based on 
lim laws of nature, will gain such inlluonco, and wo find little 
difficulty in inducing all imtiinw of dolicnto fooling to nccij[>t this 
additional obligation, It follows from tho vory prinoiplo which to 
tho Positivist is tho object of nil niarriago, tho raising and piii ifyiiig 
of iho heart. Unity of tho Uo which is already rocognised as 
necessary in lifo, is not lc8.s so in dcalli. Constancy in widowhood 
was onco common among women; and if Us moral beauty is loss 
appreciated now, it is because all systematic morality has been 
forgotten. But it is nono the loss, as careful study of human 
jialuro will show, n most precious source of moral good, and one 
wliioli is not beyond tho roncli of nobler nnturos, ovou in their 
youth. Voluntary widowhood, while it ofTors all Iho ailvantagos 
which chnstity enu confer on tho intolloctual and pliynical as well 
ns on tho moral nature, is yet free from tho moral daiigors of 
celibacy. Constant adoration of ono whom Doalli has implnulcd 
move visibly and deeply on tho inomory, loads all high natures, and 
especially philosophers, to give thomsolves move nnrosevvodly to 
tho soivico of Humanity ; and thus their public life is animulcd by 
the onnobliiig iiifluonco of tliciv iiiuonuost fcoUuga. Alike from a 
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sense of Umir own Ii'ui’hL Imppinnss nnd from dovolion to public [ 

(hty, il'oy will bo bnl to tbrn vnault. \ 

Deep OH in tbu Hiilinfiiction in {liw prolongnlion of llio fincredness j 

of innriiflgo, it limy Im cnrriml liy thoHo wlui rocogniso its vnliio yot 1 

fuilhcv. Ak llio death of ono did not. do^U•oy Uvo Iwud, ho noithov ; 

should tlio dentil of both. J.ot, Uilmi, Ihnao whom dontli could not 
clivido 1)0 laid in Iho huiuo ginvo lognllior. A promiso of this 
solemn net of pm-potimlinn might Im givmi Ixifimdiaud, whan tUo 
orgniiB of publio opinion judgod it nipiiled. A mmi would liiid a 
new molivo for public oxerliou, if it worn full to bo a jtloilgo that ! 

tho moinory of bur whom Im loved hIioiiIiI bn for nvor «;ouplo.d willi ( 

liis own. IVi' liiivo n fow iuHtfineon wbero tbiii union of inonories I 

lifts Iflkmi plneo HpontimeoiiHly, ns in tho ease of Lnnm nnd 
retnneb, and of Danin and llualrleo. Yot lliono instances nro so 
oxcoplional, llmt Lboy bardly lit'l[) us to i-enliBotbo full vnlunnf Urn 
instituLion piojioHcil. 'rimro ia no irnHOii for limiting it to cases of 
oxLmorilinavy goiiius. ]n tlio laoro lieallby alnln of socioty to 
which ^s '0 aru Uuiding, wbero prlvalo and publit*. lifo will bo far 
more clonidy coniine, led limn tbny Imvn bean Iiitlimio, lliis rocom- 
poiiso of fini vico may bo given hi all wlio Imvo dcaorvod it, by tlioso 
who Imvn coino within tlmir cire.ln of inlbinnee. 

Sucli, tliiui, aru Urn roimoliil-ioim wbieli Ikmiliviat Hympatliy can 
give. They limvo no cauHo to ivgrot tlio viBioimry lm|H'H held out 
by ClniRtiaiiity, linpi-a wbieb now aro aa oiifnnbling to tho heart ns 
to Ibo iiiLollniit. Hern, an ill all otlim- n'Hpecla, Iho moral auperio- 
lily of Vositivism in wliown, for tho eonifort whieh it gives to the 
bci'cavcd implies a slrniiglbimhig of llin lin, (JliriaLmu consolation, 
of wliicli so much Ims buon siiid, mthor oncoiiMgefi a nocond union. 

By BO iloing it sorioimly iiiipaiiH tlio value of tho insliUition j for a 
division of airoclicm arisns, wbicli indood flConiH hardly computiblo 
with Uio vague utopia of a fiitnm life. 'J’ho infltitulions of poi- 
potunl widowhood and of union in tho lomh havo found no jjlaco 
in any previous system, tlinugli holh worn winting to make 
monogamy coinplcLn. Hero, an olaowhoro, tho liofit roply wliich tho 
tho now {ibilosophy can give In ignorant projudico or malignant 
cfthinmy, la Lo taka now slops forwiml in lao moral advanoomont 
of Man. 

Thus tho theory of niarriagu, as aot forward by Ibo Positivist, 
bccoiiios lolally inde|)eiidmil of any jdiyaicnl motivo. Itiarogavdod 
Ijyhimaa tlio most jiowurfiil iiiHlruineiit of moral education; and 
thoreforo as Iba linsiH of )uiblio or imlividiial wolfaro. It is no 
ovorslrnincd onllnisiaHm which ioiula \» lo olovnto Iho moval purity 
of mni'ringo. Wo do so from rigoroua oxaminnlion of tho facts of 
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lunimn imtiiro. All tlio Ijost msiillH, wlio.tlioi' poi’Koiml or sctcinl, of 
iiiflvriogc may follow, wliou tho union, tliouj'h jnoio impiissioiiccl, 
is as clmslo as tlint, of brollior and ftiaLnr. Tim soxuiil iiislincl Ims 
no doubt fiomcitliin^' to do in most cusoa with llio lirat foiinnlion of 
tlio passion; but it is not nocossnry in all cases to ijialify tlio 
instinct. Abstinence, in eases whore there is real ;,'round for it on 
both sides, will but servo to 6treni(lbon mutual afrection. 

WMi.r.Wft oxmnined tbo\H)aitinn of ‘Woman as a wife, 

nii^Kion na a witliout supposiiig lior to bu a inolhor. We eliall find 
jnotiici'. nialornity, wbilo it (ixtciids hor splioro of moral 

infiuouco, does not oiler its nature. 

As a mother, no less tlmn ns ft wife, her position will bo improved 
by Positivism. She ^vill Imvc, almost e.xcIuKivoly, tin: direction of 
lioiisobold education. Public education given Hubsuiiinnitly, will 
bo litllo but a syslcmnlic dovclopmont of that wbieb lias been 
previously given at homo. 

Kiidcntion of fundamonlnl i)i’inciplo tlmt education, in 

diiuirun bo- tlio normal condition of socioly, jnusl bo entrusted to 
tuwB. ^’’’iboy spiritual iwwcr ; and in tlm family the Rpiritual 
tUo^ *^'dovoio ° power is loprcsoiiLcd by Woman. 'J’lienj aro strong 
inoiit oT'eim- prejudices against eidrnsling Llio edncatioii of cliilclron 
to mother's : prejudices springing fi oin tbo rovolulion- 
ary spirit of modom timoa. Sinco Iho closo of Uio ^fiddle Ages, 
tlio tondoncy has boon to place tho iniollecb abovo tho hoovt. 
have neglected Uio moml side of education, and have givmi undue 
importance to its intollcctual side. .lint Positivism liaving 
superseded tins rovolutionary phase by domonslratiiig tho prepon* 
cloranco of (lie heart over tho intclloct, moral cducaLiou will resume 
its proper place. Corlaiiily tho present mode of inalruetiou i.s Jiot 
adapted for ‘Woman's teaching. But their inlluenco over the 
education of tho fiituro will bo oven groatov than it was in the 
i^Iiddlo Ages. For in tbo first place, in every part of it, moral 
considerations will be pammounl; and moreover, until puberty, 
nothing \vill bo studied continuously except Art and Poetry. Tho 
knights of old times were usually brought up in this way under 
feminine guidance, and on thorn most assuredly it Imd no onorvftting 
iuiluonce. Tho training can haidly bo supposed less adaplcd to ft 
pacific than to a. wavliko state of society. I’or instruction, theo- 
retical and' practioal, as distinguished from education, masters aro 
no doubt nceossary. But moral education will bo loft entirely to 
women, until tho iimo arrives for systfimatio tcixchiug of moral 
Boioncfi in the years immediately preceding majority. Jloro the 
philosopher is necessary. But Ore chief duties of tlio plulosoplior 
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lio with ndtiUs ; hift aim licvwg fco rccnll Ihow, individually ot 
collccLivoly, to jii-hicipli'M imiiicssotl on thorn in clhiillioocl, and to 
enforce tlu! liglit ii|i]»li(:ati()n of Lheso prinoiplos to special cnao.g as 
tlioy nmy nriao. 'I'lmL part of education which has tlio greatest; 
induonco on life, what may Ijo called tho spontaneous training of 
the foolings, Iwlonga entiroly to tho luothor. Uonco it is, os I have 
already oljsorvotl, of tlio groutost imporlanco to allow tho pupil to 
I'Oinnin with his fnmily, and to do away with the inonastio 
scchmioii of oor pnlilio Hehools. 

Tlie pncnliav lilneas of women fov iiiRulcntiiig these olomoiitary 
principles uf morality is a truth which ovory Imo philosoplior will 
fully rccogniHO. Wnimn, having strongor symimthics than men, 
jmist ho InittiM' nhlc to cull out Hyinpathioa in others. Mon of good 
Bonso hiivo always foil it move inipovlant to train tho heart than tho 
head; and this is tho view adopted by Tositivo Philosophy. 
Thero la a danger of e\-aggoiuling tho im])ortanco of systom and of 
forgetting tim cnnditimiH on which its utility doponds; but the 
Positivist is prosorved from this danger by the poouliar reality of 
hie pUiloRopUy. I'u uunalw, oven more than in other auhjccts, wo 
can only syslomati/o wlmt has oxialcd provionsly without system. 
The fi'olinga mnsl /Irst ho stimulated to Xreo and ilircct action, 
holoro wo alliim[it to liilng them under' philosophic discipllno. 
And Lin's process, whioh hegins with birtli, and lasts during the 
wliolo jiiii'iod of \ihyHic!il growlli, aliould Ihj loft for women to 
suporintoiul. 8o apiicially are they atlaplod for* it, that failing tho 
inothor, a fomalo friend, if well choaon, and if she can make herself 
sufTicioiiUy a mnmher of Ihe family, will in niMt cases do hotter 
thiiu tho fatliur Inmself. 'I'lio imporUinco of the subject can only 
ho apprccialfld by minds dominated, as women’s tnimls aro, by 
fooling. "Womon can see, wliat men can seldom see, that most 
actions, and certainly the actions of youth and ohildhood, ought not 
to bo judged in thumHelves ao mueir as by tho tendonoios %vhich 
they show or hy tho liabits to whioh thoy load. Viewed with 
rofovonco to their inllncnoo on ehamclor, no actions aro indinbronfc. 
Tho simplcfit (ivents in a child’s life may servo as an occasion for 
enforcing tho fundamental principle by which tho early as well ns 
lator stages of PoRitivist cducaUan should bo diccelcd ; tho stvong- 
thoning of Social Peeling, the woakoniiig of Self-love. In fact, 
actions of an unimportant kind aro nrocisoly tltoso in wliioh it is 
cosiest to aiipi’ociato tho foelinga which prompted thorn ; since the 
mind of the obHorvor, not being occupied with the consequonoos of 
such actions, is move free to examine their source. Moroovor, it is 
only by Leaching tlio child to do right in small things that ho can 
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bo IrRinccl for tbo hnitl imvnrcl rU-urrIo Umt Uch boforo liiin in life; 
tbo strugglo lobring Iho wlfish insiincla \novn i\ud luovu o,(nu)>lololy 
unclor llio control of his liighor sympnlbics. In llu'fto rcspocts llio 
best tutor, liowovot aymijatliolic Ins jmturo, will bo nhvays far 
iuforior to a good inothor. A inolhor may oflmi not bo able to 
explain tlio reason of Uw principlo on which aho acta, but Iho 
wiacloni of hor plana will gonomlly show HhcU in Ihn oml 'Without 
formal teaching, aho will Inko ovory o]i]itniunily of allowing hor 
chiWron, as no olhot inalrucloi wmkl fthuw tlunn, tlm joy that 
springs from genoroua fcolinga, and the luiaory of yiohliiig to ael- 
fishUQSS. 

I''rom tho relation of mother wo I'oluni hy a natural Ivunaitioii to 
■Woman’s position as a wife. Tho mother, tlumKh lior anihorily of 
course tomla to docrenso, conlimica to suporintond Ihu growth o! 
clmraclor until tho ordinary ago of marriago. Up to that tiino 
foininino inilnoitco over Man has boon iuvuluulavy ou hw part. 
By marriago ho onlors into a volnnlury ongngoment of Hubordinalion 
to Woman for the rest of liia life, ^rinis hu cnniphdcH his moral 
education. Dcalinod himself for action, ho Jlmls his highest 
happiness in honourable submission to ono in whom tbo dominant 
prineiplo is affection. 

Positivism holds out to woman a most important aiduTO of public 
and private duty. This sphere, as wo may now ui-e, is nothing but 
a larger and more syslomalio dovolojmionl of tbo (jualitii)s hy which 
she is characterised. Hor mission is so nniforin in iU natnro and 
so clearly defined, that tlioro seems hardly room for much nneor* 
tainty as to hor proper social jKwition. It is a Htriking insLiinco of 
tho rule which apples univoiually to all human idTovt ; namely, that 
tlio order of things instituted hy man ought to hu simply a consoli- 
dation and imptovomout of the natural order. 

In all ages of transition, as in our own, there have 
pWBws'about been fiilso and sophistical views of tlu' social position 
n hu*** Tho Woman. But wo find it to ho a natural hiw that 
dotnoaiioity of Womau sliould |)nB3 tho gl'calor pin t of hor life in the 
froiMhor^rn- family ; and this law has never beivn alkclod to any 
cipioofSopam- important extent It has always boon nccoiitcd in- 
lono owow. though tlio sopluaLiciil argnmcnls against 

it have never yot been adequately refuted. Tho institution of the 
family has survived tlio subtle altncks of Greek mctu])hy8ic8, which 
then were in all tho vigour of their youth, and which wero acting 
on minds that had no systematic principles to oppose to them. 
Therefore, profound as tho intellectual anarchy of the pvesout day 
may bo, wo need not ho seriously alarmed when wo soo that 
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jiolliiiig wovfjo coinos of it tliciii shnllow plagiarisms from ancient 
uto\)ia8, agiiiimt which the vigorous satii-o of Aristoplinnos was 
quito onougli to rouflo gonoml indignation. True, there is a more 
comploLo aljH(!ii(!0 of social iniiioiplcs now, than when the world was 
passing from rolyllmisin to Monothoism j but our intolloctual 
powers avo innvv. diwclopod than Ibey wevo tbon, and in moral 
cuUuro onr auporiinity is ovon grenlcr. Woman in thoso times 
weio loo dogniiloil to ofTor ovon tho opposition of their silonco to 
tlio pedants wlio profoasiul to ho taking up Ihoir canso ; tlio only 
rcsisliinco offnrud was of a purely inlcllcclual kind. Bub happily 
in niodorii times tho womon of tho West hnvo boon froo 5 and have 
consoquontly boon ablo to manifost such unmisUilcftblo aversion 
for tlioso ideas, and for tlio want of moral discipline which gives 
rise to tlioin, that, thmigli still unmfnlod philosophically, thoir 
mischievous olFcols have been noutralisod. Nothing but women’s 
antipatliy has i)rovouLod tho pmelical onlmgos which seem logically 
to follow from these Hubvorsivo pyittcvplcs. Among ouv privileged 
•clnsHOs tho danger is aggravated by indolonco; inoroovor, tho 
pos 8 U 3 .siou of W(!alth has a bad inllncnco on women’s moral nature. 
Yot ovon lioro tlio evil is not roally very (loop or widely spread. 
Mon have, iiove.r boon soriously porvorlcd, and womon still less so, 
by llattory of tlioir bad proiioiisitiCH. Tho rrolly formidable 
tompUilions aro thoHO wliicli aot upon onr bottor instincts, and 'give 
them a wrong dirocthin. Schemes which aro ntlorly offensivo to 
fomalo dolioiicy will never roally bo adoplod, ovon by tho wealthier 
•olassos, who aro loss avorso to them than olhors. Tho ropngnanoo 
shown to thorn liy tlio jiooplo, with whom the misebiof that they 
would cause would bo irropaiublo, is fat moro docidod. Tho life 
which woricing people lend makoa it very clear to both soxos what 
tho jnupor iiosition of each should be. Thus it will bo in tho vory 
class whore Urn prosorvation of tho institution of tho family is of 
tho groaloHl imiiortanco, that Vositivisls will find tho least diitioulty 
in oslabliahing their theory of tho sooial iKwition of womon, as 
•consoipiont on the sphoro of jmblio and privalo duty which has boon 
boro assigned to them. 

Looking at tho relation of this theory to otlior parts of tho 
Positive syslom, wo sliall boo that it follows from tlio groat principle 
which domimilcH ovory olhov social problem, tho principlo of 
separating spiritual and lomjioral power. That Woman’s life 
should 1)0 conoentralod in her family, and that ovon tliero her 
inlliioneo shouhl bo that of persuasion rntlior than that of command, 
is but an oxlonainn of tlm jirinciplo which oxoludes tho spiritual 
pONYor from political adminiatmtion. Womon, as U\o purest and 
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most Bponlaiieows of tlic moral forces of aoeioly, eve Uooml to fulfil 
with rigorous oxactnesH all Uio coiulilions whiuli tho oxoiciso of 
moral lorco ilonmnda. liffcclually lo porfonu thuir inifiBiou of 
controlling and guiding our nirectioiis, thoy must ahsluin allogoUior 
from tlio practical pursuits of tho strongor sox. Sucli ahstiiioncc, 
even when tho arrongomonts of sodoly may Icavo it optinnal, is still 
jnoro dcsirablo in Uieir ease than in tlio caso of idiilosophora. 
Active life, incomjialililo as ii is with the clearness anti liveadth of 
philosoi)hio speculation, is ovon moro injurious lo delicacy of 
feeling, whioh is ■womon's highest claim to our respect and tlio Iruo 
soorot of their influonco. Tho pliilosoiihio spirit ia incompatible 
with a position of practical authority, bccauso such a posilioii 
occupies tho mind with questions of detail. Ihit lo purity of 
fooling it is oven moro dnngoruus, liccnuso it stieiigthciiH the instincts 
of power and of gain. And for women it would bo harclor Lo avoid 
tlio dnngor of such a position than for nu!]). Abounding ns they 
do in sympathy, thoy am gcuowUy detieiunt in ouergy, and are 
thorofoi'o less ablo lo withstand conuptiug intluoncoa. 'Iho mom 
wo examine this important subject, tho elenvor it beeomoH that tho 
' j present condition of women does not hamper Uieui in their true 

' • work ; that, on tho contrary, it is well calculated lo develop and 

' ' avon improve tlieir highest qualities. Tlio nalurnl arrangcnmnls of 

\ ! sooioty in this as in otlior rospccts are far loss faulty than certain 

[ ' blind deolainioi-s would havo us bolievo. .lint for the oxislonco of 

f I strong material forces, moml foi-co would soon deteriorate, because 

^ I its distinctive purpose would lio gone. IMiilosophcvfl and prole- 

5| taries would soon loso thoir inlollccUinl and moral snpoviority by 

[.|i the acquisition of imwor. On women its effect would ho still move 

1 1 disastrous. Jfrom instances in the npjior clasaoa of eocioty, where 

i'li wealth gives thorn iiidcpondenco, and sometimes unforlnimtoly oven 

power, wo soo but too clearly what tho coiisoquoncca would bo. 
And this is why wo havo to look to tho poorer classes for the 
highest typo of womanly porfeclion. With the people sympathy is 
bettor cultivated, and has a grcalor influoiicu upon life. Wealth 
has more to do with tlio moral degradation of womou among tho 
privileged classes than ovon idlonoss and dissipation. 

Tboponuion l^cogross, ill this respect as in every olhev, is only a 
tonda^to^^du- coinploto dovclopmoiit of the ino-cxisting Order, 
lorontifttioii 3‘lqualily in tho position of the two sexes is contrary to 

idontuy. ^^*®‘** ^iftturo, and no tondoncy to it has at any time 

hcon exhibited. All history ussuros us that with tho 
growth of society tho peculiar featuros of cncli sox have bccomo 
not less but more distinct. Ey Catholic T'ciulalieiii the social 
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coiidilioJi women in Wcatoni Knvojw was raised lo a fni hic;lmr 
lovol. ]^nl il looU away finm Ihom Uio iiriesUy fimetions wliieh 
they had linM ninlnr I’olytlieisiu ; a religion in which tho priesLhood 
was more occupied wiLli Art limn with Scienca So too with tho 
gradual decliiio of the priocipluof Chislu, womon have been cxcUkIgcI 
nifiro aud moio rigidly fiom royalty and from ovory other ](ind of 
political anlliorily. Again, flmifi is a viaihlo Icmloncy towards tho 
removal of womou from all industrial (tccuiwlioiiH, ovun from llioso 
which might seem heat suiled to llmm. And thus female life, 
instead of biscoming indopendont of tho Family, is being more and 
move eoncenlrali'il in it ; M’hilc at tho eamo tiino Ihoiv proper spliero 
of moral itdhumcu is oonstimtly oxlonding. Tho two tondoncios, 
so far from biuiig opposed, uro insoparahly connected. 

Without dise.UHHiiig Llui almnnl and rclrogmdo achomoa which 
hnvo boim rocnntly put forwnnl on tho subject, thoro is ono romavk 
wliicli may snrvu to illuslratn Iho valuo of tho ordor wliich Jiow 
exists. If woman wovo to obtain that equality in tho allairs of lifo 
which their so-oalleil cbanipimm aro ohuming for Ihnm without tboir 
wish, not ouly would they stifibr morally, hut Ihoir social position 
would bo omlangeii!il. Thoy would 1m subject in almost ovory 
occupiiLinii to a dograo of com|M!tition wliich they would not be ablo 
to sustain. i^Ioroovor, by rivalry in Iho pursuiU of life, mutual 
affcctinu lieLweeii Iho hoxoh Avould ho oorniptod at its source. 

Lonviiig Lhasa subversive dreams, wu Hnd a natural wowmx lo 
principlo wbicli, by detarinining tho practical obliga- 
tions of the Active lo tho Hynqmtholic sex, averts tliis ^ 
daugor. It is a principlo wbioli no pliilosophy but Positivism has 
boon sudlcionlly veal ami pmotical to bring forward systomatioally 
for general accuptaneo. It is no now invention, liowovor, but a 
uuivoiml londoiicy, conflrinod by cnroful study of llio wholo jiast 
history ot Man. Tho ])rinciplo is, that Man should xirovido for 
Woman. It is a natural law of tho human moo ; a law connoctod 
with tho ossentiidly doinosLio olmmctor of fomalolifo. Wo find it 
in tho rudest forms of social lifoj and with ovory stop iu tho 
progress of society its ndo[)tion becomes moi-o oxtonsivo and 
complolo. A still larger appUeation ot this fiiiuUmontal principlo 
will moot all tho mutorial dlllloultios undor whioh women aro now 
labouring. All social relations, and ospcolally tho quoslion of 
wages, will bo airuotud l),y it. Tho tondoncy to it is s])mitancou8 ; 
but it also follows from tlio higli position whioh I’oaitivism^ ban 
assigned to Woman as tho sympnlliolie elomont in tho spiritual 
power. Tho inlolhioLual class, m tho samo way, has to bo supported 
by tho pracliciil olnss, in order to have its wholo tinio available for 
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ihc. special duties imposed upon it. But in the caao of wouiou, tUe 
obligation of tho oUiei- sex is still more sacred, because the splioro 
of duty in which protection for Ibum is rciiiiirod, i.s tho lioino. 
TJio obligation to proviilo for tho iulclloctual class, afTccts society 
as a wliolo; but tho maintoiiaiico of women is, wiLli few exceptions, 
a personal obligation. Each individual should consider himself 
bound to mniutftin the woman ho has cUeaon to bo his jiavtnov in 
Ufo. There are eases, howovov, in which men alioulcl bo consulored 
coilcctivoly I'csponsiblo for tho support of the other sex. Women 
wJio are without liusband or jMironta shouhl have their nmintonanco 
gimrnnteod by society ; and tliis not merely from compassion for 
their dopondonfc position, but with Die view of enabling Ihom to 
render public service of the greatest mural valno. 

'riio divcction, thou, of pi-ogrcsa iu tho social couditiou of wo\nau 
is this : to rondor hor life inoro ami more domcatio : to diminisii as 
far as possible tho burden of out-door labour ; and so to ill her more 
com])Ictely for her 8j)ooiaI ofiieo of educating our moral iialuro. 
Among tile privileged classes it is already a locogniaod rule that 
women should bo 8|)arc(l all laborious exertion. It is llie one point 
in tho volalions of tho aoxca in wbiclr tho workiirg elnasoH ^YOuid do 
well to imitate Uxe liabits of tUok omployets. In every other 
respect tho people of Wostorn Europe liavo a liighov Honso of their 
duties to women than tho upiior classoa Indeed there are few of 
them who would not bo ashnmod of tho barbarity of sulrjooting 
women to their present burdonsomo occupations, if the present slate 
of om- industrial system allowed of its abolition. But it is chioily 
among tho higher and wcallliicv classes that wo ihrd those degrading 
and very often fraudulent batgains, coniinctod with unscrupulous 
intcrfcronco of [rai-onts in tho quoation of marriage, whicli are so 
humiliating to ono sox and so corrupting In the other. Among Uto 
working classes the practice of giving dowries is almost oxlinot; and 
as women’s truo mission becomes more recognised, and as choice in 
iwarriago bccoures less rostrictod, this volio of baYbuvism, with all its 
debasing results, will rapidly dio out. ^iVith this view tho applica- 
tion of our theory should bo carried ono stop furtlior. Womoji 
should not bo allowed to inherit. If iiilioritanco bo allowed, tho 
prolubition of dowries would bo ovaclod in a vory obvious maniior 
by discounting Uie rovorsionaty intorest. Since women aro to bo 
exonipt from tho labour of pr^ncUon, capital, that is to say, tho 
instruments of labour produced by each gouevatvou for tho bouoflt 
of the next, should rovort to inon. This view of inhoritanco, so far 
from Diaking men a privileged class, places thorn under hoavy 
responsibilities. It is not from women that any sorious opposition 
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to it will proceed ‘Wine cclucfttion will show thorn its value to 
thomsolvos poi'ROJially, as a safo^uawl against uuwm-tliy suitors. 
Uiit, important iih tlio rulo is, it sIjouUI not bo legally ouforcecl until 
it l\as t)Ccou\o cRtahlisUo.d uu iU own inovits ns a gonoi'fil custom, 
wliioli every one has felt to coucUico to the healthy oiganization of 
the l''(imily ns hove tlcscribcil. 

Coming now to the siihjcct of female education, wo ocutco,- 
Imvo only to malco n furllinr application of Iho theory tjnn of women 
which has guided us liilhorto. WcniicM w\vu 

Since the vocation apsigiu’d by onv tlioory to women of "lo"- 
is that of Ddvnu\\.i\ig ollnnw, it is clear lluit tho oilucalional system 
wliich wo luivo pnipoHcd in (he last chapter for tljo working classes, 
applies (.0 them as well as to tho other aex with very slight altora- 
tiona tJncncumhorod as .it is with 8i>ecialitiefl, it will ho found, 
oven in iUt inoro sciontilio pails, as auilahlo to tlio sympnthetio 
ckuiout of tho moderating \iu\ver, aa to tho aynorgic olomoul. Wo 
liavo spoken of tlio uocoSHity of diflhaing eouiul hialorical views 
among tho working classt's; and the same necessity applies to 
women; for social sympatliy can never Im iHjrfeotly developed, 
williout a sonse of tho coulinnity of the Past, as well ns of the 
aoUdnrity of Iho Pn’sont. Sinca then hoth aoxea alike need hialorical 
iustruotum as a hasis for Ihe aystematizalioii of moral truth, both 
should alilte pass tlnimgh tlm seiontitic training which prepares the 
way for social sLudios, and wliich moreover haw ns intrinsic a value 
for women ns for men. Again, siiicu tho Hint or spontaneous slngo 
of Gducalion is onlireiy to ho loft to women, it is most desirable that 
they shoulil UmniHolves have passod llirough tlio sceond or systo* 
iimlic slago. 'rim <mly tlepartment with which they need not 
concorn tlianiHolvos, is wliat is callctl piofcssionnl education. Bub 
this, ns I have before obsorvod, is not susceptible of rogulnv organi- 
zalion. ProfcsHioiml skill can only bo ncrpiircd by careful practice 
and oxporienco, resling ujion n sound basis of theory. In all oilier 
rospccts women, philosopliors, and working men will receive tlio 
same oduculion. 

But while t would idnco the koxor on n level in this vospcct,! do 
not lake tho view of my eminent prodecosBov Condorcot, Hint they 
should bo taught legclhor. On inoml grounds, whioh of conrao are 
tho most impiniimt ci'nsidoruUon, it is obvious that such a plan 
would be ccpmlly inejudioiul to both. In the chui'ch, in llio club, 
in lUe salon, they may aasooiato freely at ovoiy poricKl of life. But 
al scliool such intorcouvHO would bo premature; it would check the 
naluml dovolopmcnl. of clmraclor, not to say that it would obviously 
have an unsoltling inlluenco upon study. Until tho fooHugs on 
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toth 8i(1e3 nro aufncionily iimUivcd, iL is of Llio RVOcUcst iniporUiico 
that tlio I'ckfiom of Iho two bcxus slioiiM not lio too iiiLiiiifttc, nnd 
that llioy sliouW lio supci-mlondcd by tlio walcliful oyo of tlicir 
motliors. 

As, liowovor, tho subjects of sUuly nro lo bo Ibo sanio for botli, 
tho necessity of aoiwrating ibn soX(\s dot's not iinjdy Ibnl Iheio 
shonUl lie specia! Icacbets for woinou. Xot to sponk of Um inctenged 
oxpojKUtiwo that would thus bo iucuvred, it wonUl iuovitaUIy lower 
tho stiindavd of fcmnlo education. Lt would nlwaya bo \n'osu\Hcd 
that thoir tcaoliora woro men of infuriov iiLtuiimK'Uts. 'L’o onsuvo 
that tlio instruotion given is tho same for boUi soxi’.s, thn instructors 
must bo tho same, niid must give lliuir leoliiri'a nltcrimtoly to each 
sox. Thc-so conditions jiro perfectly conipatiblu witli tlio sclicino 
doscribed in tho Inst cimpler. U wna llioro immtioiiod thnt onch 
philosopljor would bo expected lo givo one, or, in wnnc! ensea, two 
iceturos ovory week. Now supposing tills woro doubh'il, it would 
still cojno far short of tho intolomblo biirdniis whicli aro imposod 
upon toachow in Iho pi-esont day. ^Inrnover, ns tlio Puailiviat 
educator will puss snccossivoly through tho Huvtm alugos of ficicntiflc 
instinction, bo will bo able so lo rcgnlatn his worlc as In avoid 
wcavisomo rojustition of tho same loolnvcs in i.-ach year, llesidoa, 
tho distingviishwl mon to whom our odneationnl system will bo 
entrusted will soon diacovor that lUeiv two nudi<mce8 vctjuiro some 
difibrcnco in tho inonnor of loacUing, and llmt this may bo dono 
without in any way loworing tho uniform suuulaid which thoir 
method and thoir dootrinoa roijuiro. 

But indopondcntly of tho importniico lo fcinalo oducatinn of this 
identity of toachors, it will react bonclicinlly on tho inUdloctiml and 
moral oliavactor of tho philosophor wlio toaclios. It ndll prooludo 
hirn from ontoring into useless details, and will keep him involun- 
tarily to the broad piinciplos of his subject. By coming into 
oontaot simultaneously with two nnlurcs, in ono of which thoiiglit, 
and in tho olhor emotion, is pvcdominanl, lio will gain olcaror 
might into tho gi-cnt principlo of snbnrdinaliiig tho inlclh’ct lo iho 
.heart. The obligation of leaching both soxos will cnniploto that 
universality of nmwl which is to bo required of tho now school of 
philosopliora. To Uent with equal ability of all tho vnvioos ovdors 
of sciontifio concoptions, and lo iuloivst two audiences of so dilfcrcut 
a clinraolor, is a task which will demand tho higho.st personal quali- 
fications. Ifowovor, ns tlio munbev roqiiircd by tlio conditions is 
not oxcessivo, it will not bo hnpossiblo to find inon lit for tlio pur- 
pose, as soon as tlio proper moans nro taken to procure thoir services, 
ana to gnaranleo Uioir matoria! subsistenco. It must bo borno in 
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mind, ton, llmL thn cnipoinlinti of lonohors is not to bo rocriiitcd 
fiom any oiio imLinn for ilsoU, but from tbo wbolo of 1708101-11 
Km'opoj 80 llmt tim Poailiviat odncntor will clmiii'O his lesiilonco, 
wiioii iu([uiio(l, ovoii muin fi'o(|.uoiitly tlmn tho pi-icslsof tho iliddlo 
Agcfl. i’ntliiig tln-HO considoiutlons togolhor, wo slmll find Hint 
Positivist oihioulion for both soxch iniiy bo oiganixod on n sufficient 
scnlo for Uio ^Yl»du of lYeatovu Kuvoiw, with Towi Uinn tlio useless, 
or worao tlnin usi'Icmh, oxiioiiditum inoumul by Uio clergy of tho 
Auglicnn eliuidli. PhiH would givo oach functionary nn ndequato 
mninloiuinco, llimigli niine of tbnm would bo degraded by wcnilh. 
A body of twenty thoimiuiil plnloHopborM would bo onoiigii now, 
and probably \voukl (dwayH sulUce, for tho spiritual wants of tho 
fivo Wcstcni mitioiiH. TIuh wimld imply tho ostabliabmont of tho 
fiopLonninl sy.sLum of iiiHlniclion in two Ibousiiiid aUitions. Tiio 
inlluonco of women and of wovlcing mon will nnvor become so sys- 
tomfttio 118 to unable tlioin to diKpcuHO with plnlosophic aasislnnoo 
nltogotliur. .But in proportion n» they bocoino more olfuctimlly 
iiicoi'iiorated nn uluinentH of tlni spiritual pnwor, llio necessity of 
enlaiging tliu puroly Hpetuilaiivu uhiHS will diminish, Vndor theo- 
logical Ryatonw it haw buuu fiw too numorowa. Tho jirivilcgo of 
living in eoinfort williuut lu-udiictivo labour will bo ultimately so 
rare and ho dourly oariiud, that no mtiuiml ground of objection to it 
will bo luft. Jt will bu generally fedt llmt Iho cost of mnintaining 
Ihoso philosophic tcnclieiH, liku that of maintaining women, is no 
real biu'doa to the pi-nduutivu olussos; on the contrary, llmt it con- 
duces to thoir liighosl inturost, by onsnring tlio porfovmnnce of 
intolloctufil and mural funetiuns wbioli aro the noblest characteristics 
of Humanity. 

It ftpiieara, tlioii, that tlio ]n‘inmry priuclplo laid down at tho 
beginning of this cliiipluv cimlilos us to sblvo all tho problems that 
oll'or ihoinsolvos on tlni fiuUjuctof Woman. Iferfunotiou in .society 
is dotormiiiod by the coiiHtitution of hor nature. 8)io is spontane- 
ously tho organ of L'uyling, on which tlio \mily of hunwn nature 
ontiroly dopciula And hIki confitiiut(« blio purest and most natural 
olomont of tho moduratiiig i)OW«‘r; which, whilo avowing iU own 
Bubordiimtion to Lhu nmtui-ial forcJ« of socioty, puvpcmes to direct 
them to liighor uhoh. Ah motliur and ns wifo, it Is hor ollico to 
conduct Urn moral odnuation of Humanity. In oitlor tho more 
perfectly to fulfil this miHsion, hur life must ho coimcolcil oven more 
closely tlmii it has bauii witli tho Inimily. At tho same time she 
must parlicipalo, Vo Vho full uxLunt that is possiblo, in iho gonoral 
system of instruction. 
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Womon'fl|.ri. A fcw mmvks o« Ujo pvivili'gi's wliick Uif! fulfilmont 
tucu of {.],;« vocJilion will bi-iiiL'i will conii)lolo IWh iiart of 
suoif 11 jnirt- my p>«yccl. 

'Womcu'fl wi5«Ri<«\ w a aivikiug illuHlvaUon of Iho 
UuiU ilmt happincas conaials in vlninj? tlui wuvk fov which wo a^o 
naUwally fittetl. That iniaswni ia nlwiiya Uio ruwo ; it, w Huunncd np 
lu one w'ovd, Lovo. But Love ia a work in which thevo cai\ never 
be Loo many workora; it grows by c.o-opemLiou ; it Ims nolhing to 
fear from competition. Woiuoii aro chnigwl with tho o.ducation of 
Sympathy, tho sourco of humuu unity ; anti tlmir highest hap\j|ness 
is ronclicd whon thoy liavo tho full conKcioiifiiioHS of tlunr vocation, 
and aro fioo to follow iU It is tlin ndmirnblo foatuvo of Uinir social 
mission, tliat it invitca Ihoiii to ouHivalo (innlitios wliicli am iiutuial 
to tlioin ; to Rftll into exoroiso omolinne which nil nllnw to bo the 
most pleasii rablo. All that is mqnimd for tlioni in a hotter orgniii- 
zntion of society aro certain improvemonts in Llioir (>xlcrnal condition. 
Tlicy must bo reliovod from out-door Inbonr; and other moans must 
bo taken to prevent their moral iiilluonefi from boing impaired. 
Botli objects aro cosilcmplnlcd in tlio materinl, intelloctunl, and 
moral amclioi-ations wliich Positivism is (h-Htinctl to olfcot in female 
life. 


Tiioywiiiro- htwides tlio i>lfiasnro inlmrnnt in tboir vocation, 

echo ‘ honour Posilivisiii olfoi-a a recompenso for tlieir atirvicoa, wliicli 
Catholic Foudalism foreshadowed but could notrenlieo. 
As men bccomo nioro and mom gmtcfiil for tlio bleaeing 
of Ibeir moral influonce, they will give oxjnx-aaion to this feeling in 
a systematic fonn. InawoKlllio now doctrino will institute tlio 
■\Vorship of Woman, jmblicly and j>rivaloly, in a far more perfect 
way than Im.s ever before boon jjossiblo. it is Ibo iirst pcrninnont 
stop towards Uio womhip of llunmnily; which, ns tho concluding 
chapter of this introductory work will show, is Uio central principle 
of Positivism, viewed either ns a IMiilosopby nr ns a Polity. 
Devoiopmout . ancoslors in chivnhons timoB mado noblu efforts 
''' direction, winch, oxcopt by womon, aro now no 
c vary, longov ftpprccifllcd. But those ellnvis, however admir- 
able, wore inadequate j iMirtly owing to the military spirit of society 
ill those times, partly Ijccause thoiv religions vloclvinoa had not a 
snUiciently social chavactur. Noveilholosa, thoy have loft memories 
which will not perish. Tho I'cfiuomeut of life in Westovn Kurojic 
is in great part duo to thorn, although much of it is already offaccil 
by the anarchy of tlio presont liino. 

Cliivnlry, if wo aro to believe tho nogativo plulosophovs of the 
last century, can never revive ; bocanso the religious boliofs with 


whicli UioDiDHy 10 Vviuvasiry, havo lailtd lo nppvocialo Iho 
syiiipaLliius lo wliioh lliia lulniirublu iimUtiiUon is really duo. Tlio 
m\ 801UC0 of Cliiviilry lien most umiui?sLioiinl)ly in Uio foudal 
spii’il. Theological fiatmtimi for it was aflerwnnls sought for, na 
tho only systomatic Imsis tlml oHoml iUelf at Unit time, ihit tho 
truth is that 'I’lusiUigy and Ohivalvy wew hardly comjiatiblo. 
Tlicology lixeil moil’s tlioiiglits ujam a visioimry fuUiro; Cliivalry 
concoii till tod Ilia oimigit's iijion Urn world arouiul him. Tho hiiight 
of tho i\liddlo Ages )md always to cliooso hotwcon his fiod and lua 
hiuly; and could tlmn-foro iiovor allaiii lliat conconlmtod unity of 
puvi'ORO, without whieh tlm full i-csull of his mission, so gouovously 
undi'i'liiknii, could imver ho ri'iillacid. 

placed as wo m o now, near Urn oloao of tliu revolutionary period, 
wo nro hogimiing to aeo Unit Ghividry is not destined lo OKtinction; 
ttmt, on iho oontiary, whoii modom life has nsanmed its normal 
cimi'iiotor, its iiillimuci^ will lio greater tlian ovor, because it will 
opeiaio on a moru pacilio snoioty, and will ho baaed on a inoro 
pmolical religion. For (Chivalry aaliafioa an essential want of 
society, a want ^YhieU Iwcomoa morowigimlns eivilization advances j 
it iualiLiilos a voluntary comhiiialioii of llio alrong for tho protoe- 
tioii of tho woalc. Tho period of tniiiHiliou from tlio ofTonsivo 
military syalom of Komo to tho dofoiisivo ayMloni of Pondalism, 
was naturally Lliu timo of itn firat iippoaraiioo, niul it rccoivod tho 
sauflUou of tho vdigiou thou dominant, .lint socioty is now 
ontcriiig upon a poriod of perinnneiit pcaco; ami whou this, tlio 
moat striking political foaturn of iiiodorn limoa, has hocomo firmly 
ostablishod, tho iniUioiien of Uhivnlry will ho greater than ovor. 
Its procodino will ho did'oroiit, bccaiiso tho mo<loa of opprossion nro 
happily not now what Uioy worn formorly. Tho instrmnonta of 
matoriiil force are now not arms, but rlchos. It is no longer tho 
poraon tliat is altaoked, but his moans of Hul)sistonco. Tlio lulvan- 
Ingos of tlio olmngo are obvious : Iho dangor is loss sovious, and 
pi'otoction from it is casior and mol'd ollbctiml. But it will always 
romaiii most dosirablo that iimU'ctoi-s shoukl oomc forword, and 
that tlioy should form an organiml nssoemtion. Tho dostvuotivo 
instinct will always show itsolf in various ways, whorovov thoro aro 
tho moans of Indulging it. Arwl tUoreforo aa ftu adjunct to the 
spiritual organization, Positivism will eiicourago a systomatio 
inanifestulion of chivalrous fooling among tho londoKi of industry. 
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Those among Uiom who feel niiimnloil witli Uio noble spirit of tho 
hciocs of tlio Jliddlo Ages, will devolo not tlioiv hwouI, but ihoir 
M’calth, their time, and, i£ nerd be, ihoiv whole (umvgioa to thcj 
dofonco of tho opprcSRcd in all oJassoa. TIio objects of thoir 
generosity will jirinciiMilly bo found, na in tho htidinu Agoa, ninong 
the classes specially exposed to loaloiinl Hiinbring, Lliat is to say, 
ninong women, philosopliora, and working iinni. It would bo 
strange indeoil lot a systora liko IWiliviam, the main object of 
M'liicli is to Bti'ongthon the sociol npirit, not to niiproprinte tho 
institution which is tho noblest pi-ocbiet of that spirit. 

So far, then, tho i-cstomtion of Cliivalry is nieroly a reconstruc- 
tion of the inediEOvnl insUtulioii in a slinpo ivdaiileil to tlio altorod 
state of ideas and feelings. In mcnievn uh in mevUawal times, 
devotion of tho strong to the weak follows as a iialinnl coimc.riuonce 
from tho subordination of Politics U> hlornla Now, as tlien, tho 
spiritual power will ho nohly seconded by nmmljcra of the 
govorning class in llio attempt to bring Unit class to a atriclor sonao 
of social lUity. But besides this, Feudal Chivalry had a deeper 
and luoro special purpose in roforonco to woinon. yVnd in this 
respect tho suiwriority of Pasilivisin is ovon inoro coiii])lolo and 
obvious. 

Foudalism introduceil for tho first limo tho worsliip of Woman, 
liut in this it mot with litUo sup)M)Yt from Catiioliciam, and was in 
many i-ospects thwailcd by it. Xho habits of Cliristianity wore in 
thonisolvos ndvorao to real londorm^s of heart; they only strong- 
thenod it indirectly, by promoting one of tlm indisponaalilo condi- 
tions of true .ifroction, jHirity of life. In all (ilhcr respects Chivalry 
was constantly opposed by tho Catholic syptem ; which was so 
austoro and imtl-social, that it could not sanction niarriago oxcopt 
as an infumity rvluch it was necessary to tolerate, hut wOiich was 
liazardous to porsopal salvation. Even its iuIch of purity, valuable 
as tlioy wore, wore oftoii weakened by interested motives wliich 
seriously impaired their value. Consequently, notwithstanding all 
tho noblo and long-continued ofTorta of our jnedifoval ancostors, 
tho institution of tho worship of Woman was very imperfectly 
ofFeotod, espociftlly in it-s relation to public lifo. WliaLovcr Catholic 
apologists may soy, thoro isovory reason to boliovo tlmtif Foudalism 
could have arisen before tho declino of Folythoism, tho inducnco 
of Chivalry would liavo boon greater. 

It was rcsorvod for tho raoro comprohonsivo system of ]?osiiivi8ni, 
in wliich sound pmotico is always supported by sound theory, to 
give full expression to tho fooling of vonovation for women. In 
the now roligiou, tondorncK of heart is looked upon as tho first of 
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■\Voitian’8 fttlvibuLca. lluL imritj- i« not neglected. On the 
couUavy ils Lvuu mwwh nnd iU (wwintial value, as the foat condition 
of liapi'incps lUid i)f inmal growth, uto pointed out nioro distinctly 
tlinn Ijoforo. 'I'lio Hluiiltiu' ai«l Ropliislical views of umrringo 
jiiiiintiiiiii'd in tlii’so iinsnUh-d limes hy men of narrow miiula and 
coai'rii! foclingH, will bn easily refuted by a more careful study of 
humnn imlure. lu'(m Llui obstacles prcaonted by scientilir. matbrinl- 
i3iii will rajiidly disappiiar l)ol'oie tlio spread of Positivist morality. 

A jdij'Hicinn of great sagaeity, JLnfolund, has remarked, with truth, 
that llio woll-lcuowii vigour of the knigliLn of old timos was a 
sulVicicnt attawer In uu'u who talkvsl of the physical dangers of 
coiitinimco. I’oHiliviHiii, d(!aling with this «pioalion in all its 
nspecls leacliOH Hint wliilo the primary i-ea-son for insisting on purity 
is tlmt it is enseiitial to depLli of iiiredioii, it has as close a connoc- 
(ion with llio physical and inlollectual improvoniont of the 
iiuliviilnul mul the race lus with oiii* moral progress. 

Posilivism then, as the wliole tondoiicy of this olmptov indicates, 
oncemvageH, on iutellecluivl as well ns on nioml grounds, full and 
sysloinalie exineasion of Llie feeling of venoratiou for Women, in 
public as well m in )>rivaLe life, cnlluoUvely ns well as individimlly. 
Jiorn to love and Lo bo loved, reliovod from llio burdens of practical 
life, free in the Hacrotl nilirmnont of tlieir homes, the •wonioii of the 
West will roceivu from Positiviats the tribulo of deep and sincere 
admiration which Lhoir life inspires. Tlioy will feel jio scruple in 
accepting llioir ponition as HiHintiinoous prioslessca of Humanity j 
they will fear nu longer the rivalry of a vindictive Deity. Inom 
cliildliooil each of us will bo tauglit to rogard their sox as the 
principal source of human liappinoss and improvomont, whethor in 
public life or in pvivale. 

Tlio treasures of airectiuu whioh our ancestors wasted upon 
mystical objects, and whioh these revolutionary limes ignore, will 
tlion bo carefully pivservod and dirootcfl to tlioir proper purpose. 
The onorvating inlluenco of chimerical boliofa will have passed 
away; ami jiumi in uU the vigour of their onorgies, fooling them- 
selves tlio nuwters of the known world, will fool it their highest 
ImppiuosH to nubniit with gmtitiido to tho bonencent power of 
womanly sympathy. In a word, Man will in those days kneel to 
Woman, and to Woman alone. 

Tho source from wliich theso rovorontial fcolinf^ for Iho sympa- 
tliotio 80 .x proceed, is a clear approciation in tho otlior sox of 
bonohta rocoived, and a spirit of deep llmnkfnlnoss for tliom. Tho 
Positivist will never forget that moral povfcetiou, tho primary 
condition of public and privaLo happiness, is prinoip^y duo to tho 
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iiif\nonco of Wowmi over Maw, f\V8l as u\oUiov, thou na wife. Such 
a conviction cannot fail to arouao fcolinga of loving vonomlion for 
tlioso u'itli whom, from tlioir posiliou in fiocioly, Ini ia in no dnngor of 
viviiliy in tho affairs of life. IVlion tlto mission of woman is bettor 
understood, and is carried out more fully, slm will bo regarded by 
hinii as tlio most iwrfcct impersonation of 3 [nmanily. 

vdcKco Originating in aponlaneons feedings of graliludo, tho 
of I'fin-on 80 woreliip of Woman, when it lias afisumed a more systo- ] 
shape, will Ims valued for its own snko as a now >j 
piirificd niici niatrumciit of hoppincss and moral growth. Inert ns 1 
fn I'oluivoVo- tho tondor sympatluos nro in 'Mini, it is most dosimblo 
iiRion. etrongthon them by sucli exorcise as tlm public and . 

private in.sUtutiou of tliis worship ^yill nlford. And lioro it is that ; 

Positivists will find nil tho elevating iulUioucos which Catholicism 
derived from Prayer. 

It is a common but very palpable error to imngino that Prayer 
is insopamblo from the chimerical motives of Bolf-intorost in which 
it first originated. In Catholicism tlioro was always a tendency to 
rise above these motives, so far at least as the pvinciploH of ilvco- 
logy admitted. From St. Augustine downwards, all tho nobler 
spirils have foH more and inoro strongly, notwithslaiuling Iho self- 
absorbing tondoncics of Christian doctrine, lliat I’rayor did not 
jiccossnrily imply petition. When sounder views of human nature 
liavo become prevalent, tlio value of this iinjiovtant function will 
bo more clearly appreciated; and it will ultimately hucomo of 
greater imporlanco tlian over, because founded on a truor principle, 
lu tho normal state of Humanity, tho moral odicaoy of Ihuyor will 
no longer bo imimircd by thoughls of porsonnl locomponso. It 
■will bo simply a solonm ont-pouring, wholhor in private or in 
public, of moil’s nobler fooling^ insiiiriug thorn with larger and 
more comproliensivo thoughls. As a daily praetioo, it is inculcated 

I by Positivism ns tho best ptceorvalivo against tho solfisU and 

i narrow viows which nro so apt to ariso in tlio ordinary avocations 

j of lifo. To men its valiio is oven greater than to women ; their 

jl * life being less fnvournblo to largo views and gonornl sympathies, it 
i is tho more important to rovivo thorn at rogulnv periods. 

[! But Prayov would bo of little valuo unless tho mind could form 

II a clear conception of its object. Tho worship of Woman eatiafios 
this condition, and is so far of greater efficacy than tho worsliip of 
God. True, tho ultimate object of Positivist Prayer, ns shown in 
tho concluding chapter of this volume, is Humanity. But some of 
its best moral effects would luirdly 'be realised, if it wove at once 
and exclusively dircotod to an object so difllcult to conceive clearly. 
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It is possible tli(\t Woiiioii villi tlicir stronger eympatliics iiiny bo 
alio to roaoli tliia singe vitliont intormodialo slops, Howover Ibis 
may be, inon ciu Uiiuly would not Iw nblo to do so ; oven tlio 
iiitollocliml clfisB, witli all its imiwowj of gcnornlizntioii, would find 
it iinpossiblo. Tho woiship of Woman, Wgim in jnivato, and 
afterwards publicly oelohrnlod, is necessary in man’s ease to preparo 
him for any ollbcUial worship of Iluinnuity. 

Xo ono am bo so uiiliaiipy ns not to bo ablo to find some woman 
worthy of liis peculiar lovo, whether in tho relation of wife or of 
mother ; soiiio one who in his Hulilary pmycr may ho iirosont lo 
him ns a lixal ohjecL of devotion. Nor will such dovolion, ns 
migiit 1)0 tliought, ('.eaHO with death ; mtlior, when its object has 
hcoii riglitly chosen, di'iilh HtreiigLlimis it by making it more pure. 
The prineiplo upon which I’ositivism insisls ro strongly, the union 
of tho IheflciiL with the I’aftl, and oven with tho Inituro, is not 
jimited lo tlin life of .Homely. It is a doolrino wliicli unites all 
iudividualH and all generations ; ami when it has hocoino inovo 
familiar lo im, it will Htimulnlo ovory ono to call his dearest 
iiiomories lo life j tho apirit of tho ByHlem lieing that tho private 
life of llie Very liumbleMl cilizoii line a close relation to Ins public 
duly. A\''o all know how iiitellectual ftiiUin-o cnnhlcs us lo live 
willi our great predccesHoiri of tho Middle Ages and of Antiquity, 
almost ns wo Hlimild do with alKsout friemls. Amt if iulcllcot can 
do flo much, ivill it not he far easier for tlio strong passion of Lovo 
to effect this ideal roHiirreotimi 1 Wo have already many instances 
where whole nalioim Imve shown strong symiinlhica or anti])aUiios 
lo great liiBloricul imuies, ospocially when their influence was still 
fiOJiftibly felt. 'J’lmiv) i« no reason why a prirato life should not 
produce the Pinno elh^nt upon Ihoso who havo lioon brought into 
coiilnot with it, !^^orHl cuUuvo lias boon conducted hilhorto on 
such unsalisfnclory iirinciiiles, that wo can Iiardly form an adequate 
notion of its rasiilts udion I’oftitivisni Ims iTgoncmiod it, and has 
conconlratcd the aiructinim as woll ns tho Ihouglils of Man upon 
Iniman life. To livo with the dead is tho iwculiar privilege of 
Humanity, a privilege Nvhicli will extend ns our r^oncoplions Avidou 
and our lliouglits bocomn nioi'o pure. Undor I?osiTivism llio 
impulse lo it will Ijecoiuo far strongor, and it will 1)o recognised ns 
a sysLomatic ])rinci[)lo in private as well ns in puhlie life. Even 
tho Future is not o.'coludod from its application. Wo may livo 
with tlioso U’Jio rti'O not yot Imni ,• n thing impo.9siblo only till a 
true theory of liistovy had arisen, of scojio sulllciont lo embrace at 
ono plnnco the whole course of human destiny. Tlioi'o are numhor- 
lo88 instances to prove that Dm Iioart of Man is capable of emotions 
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which liftvo MO oiiU'nrd Iwisis, cxcepl wliat Iinnginalion Ims 
supplied. Tho familiar spiriU of the Polytlioist, (ho mystical 
desires of tho Jlonolhoist, all point to a genoval tondoncy in the 
Past, wliich, willi our liettor principles, wo shall ho able in Uio 
Futmo to direct to a nobler and more real purpose. And thus oven 
those who may bo so unfoiiiiniilo ns to huvo no special object of 
love iioe<I not, on tliat account, bo i)rochulcd from tho net of 
worship : they may choose from Iho women of tbo past some typo 
adapted to their own naluro. Men of powerful imagiiuitiou might 
oven form their own more perfect ideal, and thus njion out tlio path 
of the futui-o. This, indeed, is wlmt was often done by tho Icnights 
of chivalrous times, simple and iininainictcd as they woio. Surely 
thou wo, with oilr fuller imdci'stnnding and groalor familiarity with 
tho Past, should bo able to idealise more porfiMitly. Put whether 
tho choice lie in the Past or in the PuLure, its ofncacy would bo 
iinpuiied unless it remained conslnul to one object; and llxod 
prineiplos, such as I^ositiviam supjdios, are needed to chock the 
natural tendency to versatility of feeling. 

TUo woteiiit) ^ dwelt at some length upon the personal 
(if Wuiiinn a adoratioji of Woman under its real or ideal aspects, 
lonuoworliiiip bccanso upon it depends nearly all the moral value of 
of iiiiroBMity. ftny public celebration. Public assomblngo in the 
temples of Humanity may slrongtbon and stimnlaLo feelings of 
devotion, but cannot origiiialo them. Unless each worshipper has 
felt in his own i>cr 8 ou deep and reverential love for those to whom 
our highest afTcctions are duo, a publie service in liononv of women 
would bo nothing but a ropotiUoM of unmeaning formulas, .But 
those wlioso daily custom it baa boon to give expression to such 
feelings in secret, will gain, by assembling togntbor, all the benefit 
of more intense and more oxallod sympathy. Tn my last letter to 
her who is for over inino, I said : “ Amidst the licaviosk anxielioa 
whicli Love oan bring, I have never ceased to foci tbat the one 
thing essential to happiness is that the heart shall ho always nobly 
occupied”. And now tliat wo are separated by Death, daily 
exporienoo confirms this truth, winch is moroovor in exact accord- 
ance with tho Positive theory of human nature. Without personal 
exporienoo of Love no public colobmtion of it can ho sincere. 

In its public colobmtion tho superiority of tho now Boligion is 
oven move manifest than in tlio private worship. A system in 
M'hich the social spirit is unifonnly preponderant, is peculiarly 
adapted to render homage for tho social services of tlio sympathetic 
80X. When the knights of tho Middle Ages mot together, they 
might give vent to their personal feelings, and express to one 
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niiotlicr llio royinoncc wliich cncli foil for his own mistress ; bub 
favtiicv (linn tliis they couhl not go. And such jieraonnl foolings 
will never cmisd lu be iicccsKiry. Still tho principal object of 
public cek'bnilion iu In e.Kimws gratiludo on the imrt of tho jiooplo 
for tlio social blesniiiKH rtmforrcd by ‘Woman, ns tho organ of that 
oleinunt in our nalmo on wliioh its unity deponds, and ns the 
original souroo of moral power. In tho Middlo Ages sucli con- 
siilcrutions were inipnssililo, fur want of nrntionnl theory oinhracing 
tlie wliolo circle of Hncial relulionH, Indeed tho vceoivod faith was 
iucoiniialilile with any Bucli conception, sinco God in that faith 
occupied the ])Iaco really duo to lluinnnity. 

There aro woiucii whoao earcer has boon allogolhor Kxcoptiouni 
oxcoptioual; aud tlicHo, like the real, moot with their %’<>inuii, Jonu 
duo Iributo of juaiso in the J ’usilivo nyslom. Tho chiof 
moLive, douhllcHH, for public aud private venomtioii is the mission 
of syinpaLhy, which ia Wonmii'a pcculinr vocation. ]hit there liavo 
boon vcmnrkahlo iiiHUuu’es of women whoso life has boon one of 
spoculaliou, or oven, wliat ia in moat oaaos alill moro foreign to 
Iheir uaturo, of jiolitical ai'Uvity. Thoy have rondored real soivico 
to lIiiinaniLy, ami thoy ahould rocoivo tho honour that is duo to 
tlioiii. 'J’liodlogy, from its ahsoluto chamcler, could not make such 
concessiouH; they would luivo weakened tho oDicioncy of its most 
imporUnl social viiloH. Consccpiently, Oalholioism was comiiellod, 
tlioiigli at Hist with aincOL'o regret, to leave aomo of the noblest 
woniou witliout comnmmuralion. A algiml instance is the j\raid of 
Orleans, whoso licroiain aaved Fmneo hi tho llflooulh oontury. 
Ourgrciit king Louis XI. applied voryproporly to tho Pope for 
her canonization, ami no olijncLwn wna mado to hia request. Yot, 
jimcUcally, it wiui novor carriod into effect It was gradually 
forgotten ; and tho clergy booh camo to fool a sort of dislike to hor 
moiiiory, whicli romimlod them of nothing but Uioir own social 
weakness. It is easy to uouount for tliis reault ; nor is any one 
really to blamo for it. It was foaml, not without reason, that to 
consider Joan of Arc as a saint might hnvo tho effect of spreading 
fake and danguvons ideas of fouiinino duty. Tho difficulty was 
insiiporablo for any absoluLo ayalom, in which to sanetion the 
exception is to comproiniso tlie rulo. But in n rdnlivo system the 
case is difforoiit. U ia ovou moro iuconaistont with Positive 
principles than it ia witli Calholie, for women to load a military 
life, a life wliicli of all otlmrs is Uio lonat oomiMiliblo witli thoir 
proper functions. A ml yot Poaitivieta will bo tho fb’sL to do justioe 
to this extraordinary horoino, whom thoologiaus havo been nfiaid 
to recognize, and whom motaphysidaiis, ovon in Franco, havo had 
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the Imrdihood to inault. Tho aimivoiMry of her gloriouB inovtyr. 
(lorn will ho a solemn festival, not only for I'miico, hut fov Westom 
Europo. Eor her work was not moroly of ntxlionnl imixorlanco : 
tho onslavomont of Franco would have involved llio lose of all tho 
influojico which Franco has oxoi-cisod as tho eontro of tho advancod 
jiationB of FAiTopo. Moreover, as none of ihoin m\ ixlUigotlwv dear 
from tho disgraco of detracting, as Voltaire has done, from hor 
character, all should aid in tho reparation of it which l?ositivi8m 
proposes to institute. So for from hor a\)f)tlmosi8 having an 
injurious olToct on female cliaraclor, it will alford an opjrorLimity 
of pointing out tho anomalous imlm-o of hor caroor, and ilio rarity 
of the conditions whioh alone could justify it. It is a frcsli proof 
of tho advantages accruing to Morality from tlio relative oharactor 
of Positivism, whicli enables it to approciato oxcoplional eases 
without weakening tho rules. 

Tho subject of tho worship of Woman by Man raisoa a question 
of much delicacy; how to satisfy the analogous fcolings of devotion 
in tho other sox. Wo have soon its necessity for inon as an intor- 
mediato step towards tho worship of 'Humanity ; and women, 
stronger though their sympalhioa arc, aland, it may bo, in need of 
similar preparation. Yet certainly tho dirootion talcou sliould bo 
somewhat different. What ia wmxtcd is that each sex should 
strengthen tho moral qualities in which it is naturally deficient. 
Energy is a charaotoristic feature of Humanity as woll ns Sympathy; 
as is woll shown by tho double moaning of tho word llcarl. In 
Man Sympathy is tho weaker olomont, and it reciuiros constant 
oxorciso. This ho gains by expression of liis feelings of rovoronce 
for Women. Li Woman, on tl»o othor liaiul, tho dofoolivo quality 
is blnorgy ; so tliat, should any special preparation for tho worship 
of Ilumauity bo needed, it should bo suoh ns to atrongthon courage 
rather than sympathy. But my sox rondors mo inconipotont to 
enter farther into tho secret wants ol Woman's heart. Thooiy indi- 
cates a blanlc hitherto unnoticed, but does not onablo mo to fdl it. 
It is a problem for women thomeolvos to solve ; and I had resorvod 
it fov my noble colleague, for whoso pvomatuvo death I would fain 
hope that my outi grief may ono day bo shared by all. 

Throughout this chapter I ha vo boon keenly scnsiblo of thophilo- 
sophio loss resulting from our objootivo separation. Truo, I liavo 
boon able to show that Positivism is a matter of tho deepest con- 
cern to women, since it incorixirntos thorn in tho progressive movo 
mont of modOTn times. I have proved tliat tho part allotted to 
them in this movement is ono whioh satisfies their highest aspirations 
for the Family or for Society. And yet I can hardly hope for 
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miicli support from Llmm until somo woman shall como forward to 
intorpvot wlmt I liiivo said into langimgo more adapted to thoir 
mturo and habits of tbouglit. Till ihon it will always bo taken 
for granted tliat they are incai>nbln ovon of umlorstanding the now 
philosophy, notwithstanding all llio iinUiml alTmitios for it which I 
havo shown that they possess. 

All Ihi'so dilllc.nlties liad Imon ontiroly roinovcd by tho noblo 
and loving frionil to whom T dodicato tho troatiao to which this 
wovlt is introdnetory. 'J'ho dedication is unusual in form, and some 
may think it ovorritniinod. Hut iny own fear is ralhor, now that 
five yoam havo past, that my words were loo weak for tho doop 
gratitndo wliich 1 now fmd for hov olovating iulluenco. Without 
it tlio moral napncls of I’ualUvism would linvo lain vory lono 
•latent. 

Clotildo do Vaux ^vaH gifted equally in mind and honvt : and slio 
had already liegnn U> fool tlio {wwor of Dio now philosophy to miso 
foininino inlluenco from the decline hilo which it had falloii, imdor 
tho rovolutionavy iiilluenceH irf moilcrn timos. Misunderstood 
everywhere, ev(m hy her own family, her naluro was far too noblo 
for bittoriU’Hs. 1 ler surrowH wenr as oxcoptionnl ns tlicy woro un- 
dosorved ; but her purity was oven mon^ mro limn hor sorrow ; and 
itpresorved Inn* uiiHcathiul from all Bojdiistical altacks on marriage, 
even hoforo tin? true Ihoory of marringo had como boforo hor. In 
tho only writing which slm published, there is a beautiful remark, 
which to those who know tho hiKlory of Inu' life is deeply affecting: 
“ Great natures should always bo above bringing their own sorrows 
upon othors''. In this clmrming story, wrilton boforo slio know 
anylliing of Positivism, slu* expressed horsolf most clmractoristically 
on tho subjoot of Al^oman’H vouation: “Surely tho true sphoro of 
Woman is to provide Mail with tho comforts and delights of liomo, 
aocoiviiig in exeliangn from liim tho moans of subsistonco oarncil 
by Ilia laboura. T would ratlior see tho mother of a i)Oor family 
washing lior oliildron’s linen, than boo hor oaming a livelihood by 
hor lalonts away from homo. Of courso I do not spoak of women 
of oxtinordiiiary powers wIioho genius lends tliom out of Dio sphoro 
of domofitio duty. tSucli natmos should hnvo freo scope given to 
'thorn : for grout miiuls are kindled hy tho exhibition of thoir 
powms." Those words coming from a young Indy distingiiishod no 
loBS for beauty than for worth, show hor nnliimthy to tho subvorsivo 
idona BO provaloiit in the proaont day. 3hit in n largo work which 
sho did not live to /Inlsli, slio had inloiidcd lo roi’ulo tlio attacks 
upon marriage, eniitained in the works of Goorgo Sand, to whom 
aho WQB inleiloctimlly no Ions than inomlly auporior. IXov nature 
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•was oi ruro ondowmont, moved by uolilo iu\\)ulflo, and yot allowing 
its duo influonco to reason. Whon she was boginniiig to stiuly 
Positivism abo wrolo to mo : “ No ouo knows buLloi tUau myaoU 
how weak our nature is, unless it ImH some lofty' aim boyoiicl flio 
roach of passion”. A short Unm afUsvwavds, wrltinj^ with all tlio 
gmcoful fioodom of friondahip, sho lot fall a plirnso of deep meaning, 
almost uua^Ytttos : “ Our race is ouo wliioU must have dulica, irv 
order to form its feelings”. 

"VVith such a nature my Saint Clotilda was, as may bo supposed, 
fully conscious of llio moml value of Positivism, llmiigli sho lisd 
only ono year to give toita atudy. A fow months bofoto her death, 
sho wrote to mo : ‘*Tf I won) n man, I should l)o your ontlmsiastic 
diseiplo; as a woman, I can but ofCor you my cordial adimvntioii”. 
In tlio same loUer she explains tho part whieb slio {)roposod to tako 
in diffusing the principlea of the now philoe.ophy : ” Ik is always 
well for a woman to follow inodoMly behind Urn army of renovators, 
oven at the risk of losing a iittlo of hor own originality”. Sho 
clcsoribcs our intollcctunl nimrchy in this clmrming siinilo : “ IVo 
aro all stauding us yet witli ouo foot in tho air ovor tho threshold 
of truth 

It. Ifl for wo. such a colleague, oombiniug os slio did qualities 

mon to iiuio- hitherto shai-od amongst tho noblest types of womsn- 
S.T hood, it would luvvo been easy to iiuluco her sox to 

Soiitiiom m- co-operato in tho regoiiovaliou of socioty. Por elio gave 
a perfect oxamplo of that normal reaction of Pooling 
upon Reason whicli has boon hero not forward as tho liigliost aim oi 
Woman’s ofihrls. WUoii aho had llnislicd tho importuiit work ou 
which sho was engaged, I had nuirkad out for her n didinito yet 
spacious field of co-opnrotioii in tho I’oaitivist cause : a lield which 
hor iiiLcltGct and ohnraclor were fully compolont to occupy. I 
mention it here, to illustrate tho modo in whieli wnmon nmy liolp 
to spread Positivism through tho West; giving thus Lho first oxamplo 
of tlio aooial inlluonco wliioli they -will aftnrwurds exort permanontly. 
What I say 1ms special reference to Tlnly and to Sjmiu. In other 
countries it only applies to individuals who, though living iu an 
atmosphovo of freo thought, have not thoiusolvcs vouLurod to think 
freely. Success in this latlcr case is so froquout, as to make mo 
confident that tlio agencies of whicli I am about to siicnk may bo 
applied coKoetivoly with tho samo favourable result. 

Tho intelloctunl freedom of lho West begivii in I’.nglaiid and 
Germany '; and it had all tho dangem of original olVorts for which 
at that time no systoiuatic basis could lio found. AVilh tlio legal 
ostoblishmont of Protestantism, tho motapliysical niovcmont stopped. 


ciiAr, JV,] TII13 fNrr.UK.VCE 01' rosITIVISM UPOK WOMEN. 199 

protoBlantism, by cnmoUdating it, aevioualy im|>o(lcd subscquont 
progross, niul is still, in tlio oountrios whoro it provftik, tiic chief 
obstaclo to nil (dll'-ir'iiL renovation. Happily Franco tho nornml 
contio of Wosti'iii Kun)p(', wna eimrcd tins so-cnilod Roformnlion. 
She nirtilo up for llm delay, by passing nt oiio stiido. under tho 
impulflo givon by VoUairf', to a sUito of ontiro freedom of thought j 
and tluis resumed her imtural place as leader of the common move- 
ment of aociiil regumuation, But tho French while escaping tho 
fiiconsistoiieios nml oseillutioiis of Protestontiam, have been exposed 
to all Iho dmigms vesuUiug from unqualified a«xicplnnco of rovolu- 
tionary inetapltysies. Ih iueiplcs of ayslematic negation have now 
hold their ground with us Loo long. Useful as they onco wove in 
[iropai'ing tho way for sociial veeoimlruction, they ore now a hindrauco 
to It. Tt may ho ]u*[i(id that when tlio inovoincntof free thought 
oxtonds, as it assuretlly wil!, to tho two Southern nations, where 
Catholicism has heem nioio sucttcssful in losisting Pi-otcstantisin and 
Deism, it will bo altomlod witli loss injurious consequences. If 
Franco was spiirad tlin (liilvinistlc slngo, there seems no reason why 
Italy and ovoti .Siitiiti should not Iw simrod Vollairinnisin. As a 
coinponsalion for this apparent stagnation, they might pass at onco 
from Ciitholicism to Positivism, witliout Imlting for any length of 
time at tho uogalivo alngo. Thoao countries could not have origin- 
ated the now jihilosnphy, owing to their insufiicient proparation ; 
but ns soon ns it luis tnkon root in Frmicc, thoy will proi)a])iy accept 
it with oxtromo vapidity. Diruct attacks u|wu Catholicism will not 
bo nccesHuvy. Tim now V(digiou will simply put itself into com- 
potilion with tho old by performing in a bettor way the samo func- 
tions that Cntholicism fulllls now, or has fulfilled in jmst timoa. 

All ovidotmo, cspoclally tlm ovidonco of tho pools, goes to pvovo 
that before Imllior’s time, Ihovo was lees belief in tlio South of 
Europe, certainly less in Italy, than in tho Kortli. And Catholic- 
ism, with all its resistance to tlm progress of thought, has never 
boon able really to revive tlio boliof in Christianity. Wo speak of 
Italy flud ftpniii ns loss advanced ; hut tho truth is that they only 
oling to Cntliolioism heciuiso it satisfies thoir inoml and social wants 
bolter tlian nny systom with which thoy ai-o acquainted. Jlovnlly 
thoy have more nlllnity to I’ositivism than other nations j becaiiso 
thoir feolings of fratovnUy havo not boon weakonod by Uie industrial 
dovolopiiinut which 1ms dotio so much harm in Protealniit countries. 
IntoUuotimlly, too, limy are leas hoatilo to tho primary priuoiplo of 
Positive Poilty ; tho sonamUon of spiritual and lomporal power. 
And tlioi'ofore they will welcomo Positivism ns soon as thoy soe 
that in all essential fcatureo it (uiuals and surjmsses the mcdicoval 
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chureli. Now na Ihia qwosUon m almost outivoly a moral ona, thoit 
convictiona in tliis rosiiect will dopond far luoro updii I'Voliiig than 
upon avgiiurcnt. Coiifiequoutly, llio worlc of convorling Lhoin to 
Positivism is ono for winch Avonioii aro pociiliaviy nduploil. Posi- 
tivism lins boon communicAlcd to England by mon. lloilaiid, too, 
wliicli has boon tho vanguard of Govmany ov(ir siiico Llio Midcllo 
Ages has boon initinteil in tlio eamo way still ninro ofliciontly. But 
its jjitrodiiction in Italy and Siwiia will depend ni)on tho women of 
those countries ; and tho appeal to thoni must como, not from a 
Frouchmaii. hut from a Vronchwomon ; for heart must speak to 
heart. Would that these few woixls nnglib onahlo othors to appre- 
cinlo tho incsUmablo worth ot the coUoaguo whom I had intended 
to write such an upi>oal ; and Hint they might stimiilalo somo ono 
worthy to lake her place I 

Already, then, tlicro is ground for oncoumgoment. Already wo 
liavo ono striking inslnnco of a woman j oady to co-oporato in tho 
philo90|)hical movomont, wliich assigns to lior sox a mission of tho 
liighost social conacqucnco ns tho proliido to tho function for wliich 
in tho normal state they are dosUned. Suoh an insLanco, though 
it may scorn now exceptional, doo but nnticipato what will ono 
day bo univoraal. Highly gifted naluroa pass through tho same 
phases as others; only they umlot^o thorn oarlinr, ami so bccoino 
guides for tho rest. Tho sacred fnend of whom I speak had 
nothing that specially disposed her to nccopL Positivism, oxcopt tho 
beauty of hor mind and character, promaturoly riponod by sorrow. 
Had sho boon an untaught working woman, it would iiorliaps have 
boon still cftsior for hor to grasp tho gonoral spirit of tlio now plii- 
losophy and its social purpose. 

Tho roault of tins chapter is to show tho afTinity of tho systonm- 
tic olomonb of tho modifying power, ns roprosonlcd by philosopliors, 
witli women who form ilssymjKitliotio olcmont; an afTinity not less 
close than that with the people, who constituto its synergic elomont. 
Tho organization of moral force is based on tho allinnco of plriloso- 
phors with tho people ; hut the (ulhcsion of womou is necessary 
to its completion. \ViUi tho union of all lluco, tho vogonoration of 
society begins, and tho revolution is brought to a oloso. But more 
than this : their union is at once an iimnguration of tho final order 
of society. Each of these three olomonts will bo acting as it will 
bo called upon to act in tho normal state, and will ho occupying its 
permanent position relatively to tho temporal power. Tlio philo- 
sophic class whose work it is to combine tho action of tho other 
two classes, will find valuable assistance from women in every family, 
as well as powerful c<H>iMiralion from the people in every city. 
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Tlio result will bo a union of all who aro procludcd from political 
administration, iimtiLutcd for the pm-poso of judging all practical 
measures by tho fixed rules of uuivorsal morality. Exceptional 
cases will aviso wlion moral iniluoiico is insuflicioub : in those it will 
ho jiocossary for tho pooplo to inlorforo nclivoly. lint phUosopliora 
and womon aro diaponsed from such intorforonco. Direct action 
would bo most injurious to their powers of sympathy or of thought. 
They can only prosorvn theso i)owcr8 by kooping dear of all posi- 
tions of political lUithoriLy. 

But wliilo tho moral fnvco resulting from Iho combined action of 
women and of llio ))oo|ilo, will bo moro olTicioiit than that of tho 
Middle Ages, tliu Hystomatio organs of that force will find llioir 
work Olio of great dilllcully. High powers of intellect aro required ; 
ami a licart wortliy of Huch intoUeot. To secure tho support of 
women, and iho co opomtioii of the people, Uioy must havo tho 
sympathy and purity of tho first, Uio energy and disintorostednoss 
of Iho second, yuch natures aro mroj yet without thorn tho now 
spiritual power cannot obtain that ascendency over society to which 
rosilivism aspiroH. And with all tho agencies, physical or moral, 
wliioli can he brought to boar, wo shall have to acknowlodgo tlmt 
tho oxcooding imperfootioim of human nature form an otornal 
obstaolo to tho objttcl Cor which l^ositivism strive^ the victory of 
social sympathy ovor solMovc, 


i 


CIIAPTiai V. 


THE RFXATION OF POSITIVISM TO ART. ' 
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rosiikiam cssRcntial priuciplca and Iho social purpoKO of the ; 

whciicompioto only philosophy by which tlm rovnlution can bo brought i 

toiomKiZuon! to a closo, nro now before ns. Wo Imvo hcmi loo tlint j 

wm'ioto* *'it Qiioi’gQtic support from tlio People and cni'dinl Rympatliy j 

wna^uMfft'vour- from Woinoji nro necessary to bring this pliilosophic s 

awotott. jiioveincnt to n pmcticfll lesult. Ono further condition ' 

yot remains. Tho view hero taken of lunnun life as rogenovuted ^ 

by this combination of oflbrts, would bo incoinploto if it did not " 

include an additional olomcnl, willi which Positivism, as T have 
now to show, is no less compotonl to deal. Wo liavo spoken nlroady 
of tho place which Reason occupies in our iialuro; its function ; 

being to suhordinato itself to PcoHiig for tho hotter guidance of tlic ; 

Active powers. But in tho iionnal stato of our nature it Ims also i' 

another function j that of regulating and Hthnnlating Tinngination, 
without yielding passive obodienco to it. The osthotic faculties aro ‘ 
far too important to bo disregarded in Ibo normal atuto of llnninnity ; 
Ihoreforo llioy must not bo omitted from tlio sysLoin which aims to 
introduce tliat slate. There is a sli-ong but groundless projudico ^ 

that in this rc8[>ect at least Positivism will bo found wanting. j 

Yet it furnishes, as may readily bo shown, tlio only true founclalion f 

of modern Art, which, since Uio Middle Ages, lias boon cultivated ; 

without fixed principles or lofty purpose. 1 

Tho reproach that Positivism is incompatible with Art arises ; 

simply from tho fact that almost every ono is in tho ]\abit of con- I 

founding tho philosophy itself with the scientific studios on which f 

it is based. The charge only applies to Ll)o positive spirit in its ’ 

preliminary phase of disconnected specialities, a phase which ; 

sciontifio men of Uio present day aro making such mischievous \ 

efforts to prolong. Nothing can ho more fatal to iho fine arts than \ 

tho narrow views, tlio ovorslraining of analysis, tho ahuso of the ; 
icasoning faculty, which ohamclorixo the scientific invoatigation 
of tho present day ] to soy nothing of their injurious offcols upon | 

moral progress, the first condition of esthetic dovolojiment. But • 5 
all these dofocts necessarily disappear when tho Posilivo spirit s 
becomes more comprobonsiyo and syslomatio ; wliich is tho case ns j 



Uwu l)u to f^iyo a fiiitliful anti coiuplclo mprcs<n\tat\on o{ Hainan 
naliuro under its iniUvithuil, and still inoro mulor its social, aspects. 
Hitliorto I’onilivo Stiiouco Ims iivuidod tlicso two subjects : but thoiv 
cbariu is sucli tlmt, when the study of llioiu bos been once begun, 
it cainint fail to lio inosccuUid with nrdour; and tUoir proper placo 
in llio coimlitntion t)f Man nml of Society will then bo rocognisocl. 
Reason luis liecii tUvorci'd fov a long liino from Feeling and Imagina- 
tion. lUit, wllH Uio more C(nuploto and syalomalio culluro lioio pro- 
posed, limy will bu lo-united. 

To tlioso who luivd Htuiliwl the foregoing chapters with attention, 
tlio view that tlio now philosophy is unfavourable to Art, will bo 
obvioimly unjust. Sup[ioHi»g even that there worn no important 
fimctimiH specially asHigiiecl to the fine arts in the Positive system, 
yot imlireclly, tlm Iciuling piinriplcs of thosyslom, its social pur- 
poso, and tlm inlliioni'OH by which it is proimgalod, nro all most 
ooiKluoivo to tlm intai'cslrt of Art. To donionstrato, as Positivism 
alono of all philoHo^ihlcH lam done, the BUhoi’dinatioJi of the inlcllceb 
to tho licaii, ami tlm dojiundcnco of the unity of Ininmn iinturo 
upon Fooling, ia to Btimulato the catliotio faculties, because Feeling 
is their trim Hcmvco. 'i'«i propound a social doctrine by which tho 
Revolution is luought to a ch^o, is li> lomovo Iho principal obslaclo 
to tho growth of y\vt, and to open a wide flold and a firm foun- 
dation for it, by osliibliHlitiig fixed prineiples and modes of life; 
in tho absence of wliicli Poetry can have nothing noble to narrate 
or to inspire. 'I.’o oxlun t tlio working clossw to seek happiness in 
calling llmir moral nml mental ))owora into constant oxorciso, and to 
give thorn an cdiioatinii, the principal basis of which is ostlietic, is 
to nlaoo Art undur tho pmteotion of its natural patrons. 

ifut one oonBulomtiou is of itself sufllolont for our purpose. Wo 
have but to look at tho inlluonco of I’oaitiviani upon Women, at its 
tondonoy to olovivto tlm sooiiil dignity of their sox, wldlo at tho same 
time fiLrongtIioiiiiig all family Llo.s. Now of all tho oloments of 
which society Is constiUilod, Woman oortalnly is tho most osUiotic, 
alike from her ualuvo ami Uoy imsiUon J and l>oth her position and' 
her natiiio av« miHi'd nml atrcngtlronod by I’osiliviam. Wo recoivo 
from women, not only our iirat Ideas of Goodness, but our first 
aenso of Poauty ; fov llmir own sensibility to it is equalled by their 
power of imparling it to others. Wo boo in them every kind of 
beauty combined j beauty of mind and character os well ns of 
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poison. All tlicir actions, ovon ilioso •wlticli nvo unconscioua, 
c.xliibit ft spont-naeows striving for i«lcnl perfection. And Llioir lifo 
at homo, when freo from Iho necessity of labouiing for n Hvoliliood, 
favours tliis tendency. Living os tlioy do for aileclion, Uioy cannot 
fail to feel aspimtions for all that is highest, in tho ivorld nroiind 
thorn fir-st, and then also in tho world of imagination. A doctrine, 
then, which i-ogards women fts tho originators of moml inilnonco in 
society, and wlucli places the groundwork of education under their 
•cliargo, cannot bo suspected of being unfavourable to Art. 

Leaving those projudiccs, wo may now oxamino tho niodo in 
wliicli tho iiicorpomtion of Art into tho niodorn social systom will bo 
•promoted by Positivism. In the first place systematic principles of 
Art will be laid down, and its pi-opor function clearly defined. Tho' 
result of this will bo to coll out now and poworful moans of ox- 
prossion, and also now organs. I may obsorvo that tho jiosition 
which Art will occupy in the present inovemont of social rogonora- 
tion is already an inauguration of its final function ; os wo saw in tho 
analogous cases of the {losition of women and of tlio working classes. 

DatiioUo u- Lut before touching on this question, it will bo well 
l^oMho to rectify a prevalent misooncoption on tlio subject, ono 
lUo, notforits of tho many consoquoncos of our niontal and moral 
govonimont finniehy. I refer to tho exaggeration of tho inilnonco 
of Art; an error which, if uncorrcctod, would vitiate all our viows 
with regard to it. 

All poets of real genius, from Homer to Coriioillo, have always 
considered their work to bo Uiat of hcauUfying human lifo, and so 
far, of olovating it. Government of human life Ihoy had never 
supposed to fall witliin their province. Indeed no sano man would 
lay it down ns n pi-oposition that Imagiimtion should control tho 
othor montal-facnltics. It would imply tlmfc tho norinnl condition 
of tho intellect was insanity j insanity being dofinablo as that state 
■of mind in which subjcctivo inspirations aro stronger than objcctivo 
judgments. It is a static law of our nature, which has novor boon 
pormauenUy suepmulcd, U\at Um faewltica of Hoprosontalion and 
Expression should bo subordinate to those of Conooption and Co* 
ordination. Even in cerebral disturbances the law holds good. 
The relation witli tho external world is perverted, but tho ovigiiiftl 
correlation of tho internal mental functions roninins unnITectod. 

Tho foolish vanity of the later poets of antiquity led some of 
them into oirors much rosombling those winch now prevail on this 
point. Still hi Polytheislio society artists wore at no time looked 
upon as tho leading class, notwitlistanding tlio csthotio choraotor of 
Greok and Komon religion. If proofs wore nocossary, Homer’s 


iuLorforoncn of iio<iln wuh sysUmmliailly pi-evonlctl. SrcdiovaL 
jMouotliui«m wii<? utill Ichh ilispoHcd to ovormLo tho importanco of 
Alt, tliou«li iU liuu valuo \v«is nicognwpil more gonorally than it 
liatl ivvov l)uon Iwfovo. lU\t with tUc discHno o£ CaUio\ioism, gorms 
of omivH ahowi-il UiiniiHi'lviw, from which ovon tjio oxtraordinavy 
genius nf J^anUi wan not fim Tho rovohitionnry induoncoa of tlio 
Inst fivo coiiLurius Imvii duvolopoil thoHO on-ora into Llio dolivium of 
6olf-ci)iu;oit cxIiibiUid liy Uio {woU ami Illorary mon of our timo. 
Tlmology Imving ari-ivod at ita oxLroino liiniUt hofora any Uuo con- 
ception of tho I.’oHitivo sluto cnukl iiriHo, tho iiogativo condition of 
llio AVestorn Kapnljlic lif^cnino nggravalod to mi imheard-of cxlont. 
fiulus and iiiMLiLnluinH, which Imd formorly conkollcd tlio most 
headstrong nmhition, fall rapidly iulo discredit. And as tho princi- 
ples of Hueial oithu- diHuiUKiiircd, nrtisU and cspctiially poets, tlio 
leading clasa iiiiioiig Llu'in, HtimulaUal by tho npplanso wliich 
tlioy ree.oived from tluiir uninaLruc.led nudiouce, foil into tho error 
of seeking political inllmnu-o. Incoiii)Hilil)lo as all iiioro criticism 
imiat l)u witli trno poiitry, Tiindern Art sinco tho fom-Loontli cciituvy 
has partii'ipiited morn mid mnw> actively in tho dnslrnntion of tlio 
old aystoni. Until, Imwovor, .N’ogiitivism had i-ecoivod its distinct 
shapo ami churactm- from tho rovolulions of tho aixLoonlh and 
eovcntecmtli cimturies, tlm iunnoiico of Art for destmetivo purposoa 
was secondary to that oxin-oinwl hy nielaphyaickns and legists, 
lint in tho uigliteeiith century, whon negativism began to bo propa- 
gated boldly in ii Hy«l"imilic form, tho caao was ehangod, and lite- 
rary mnhitioii assorted itscl f moin strongly. Tho spccnlativo tliinkcrs 
who had liitherLo formed tho vftngnard of Iho dostructivo movomont, 
wore replaced by mevo liUomtonrs, mon whoso talunts woro of a 
poetical rather than philotmjihical kind, but who had, iniollectually 
speaking, im real vocalion. Whon tho crisis of tho Rovolntioii 
came, this liotorogeneuim cIukh lutdc tlio load iu Uio niovonicnt, and 
naturally stoppiul into all iioliliud ollicca j a sUito of things which 
will continue until thuru is a inoro direct and goncrnl. movomont of 
reorganization. 

This is the liiHtoricid explanation, and at tho samo .pi,o poiuicni 

time tlif) reEntalioii, of the Huhveraivo schomos so pro- tnnuonco of 
vftknt in eviv lime, of which tho ohjoct is to estaidiah a liopiymuoalga 
Bortof aristeemey of litorary pwlaiits. 8nch dayHli-cams 
of unhvUlledHolf-conccuL find favour only with the mota- 
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them, utterly unfits them fov hoin}' our guides. 'I'licir natural I 

j (lefucls arc such ns notlihig but rigoi-ous iiiul syatmuntic oiliicatioii | 

1 can covvoct ; they nrc, lUcvcfove, ceiUiu to bo poculitivly prominent I 

' ill times like thcao wlion (loop convictions of any Iciml aro so rare. | 

Tlioir real vocation is to assist Ibo spiritual imwov as aocossory mom- j 

; hors j and this involves tboir I'ciiouncing all ideas of govoniiiiont, 

’ ovon inoi'o strictly Ibnu philosophoitj UieniHclvos. I’hilosophors, j 

! tliough not tliomflclv(« engaging in politics, avo called upon to lay ? 

, down tlio princijdes of political action ; 1ml tlio poet has vmy little 

‘ to do with oithor. Jlisspeciul funoUonw to idcaliao ami to atiimilato; ■ 

j and to do this well, he imist concontmto his onorgh's oxolnsivoly ' 

upon it.' It is a kigo and nohlo field, amply finlllcicnt to idjsovb 
I men who have a real vocation lor it. Accordingly, in Iho groat | 

• artists of former times wo sco comparatively few Ivncos of this 1 

I oxlravagaiit ambition. It conios before us in a timo when, owing i 

ii to tho absonco of regular habits of lifo and lixod oonviclions, art 5 

’i of the liighost order is im|)OSsil)lo. Tlio poijta of om* limo oitlier I 

[{ havo not realised or havo mislakon Omh’ vocation. AVhon Society \ 

'I is again brought under tho inlluonco of a univorsnl doctrine, real i 

i| poetry will again bcconio poasiblo; and «uch nion ns those wo have i 

I been speaking of will turn thoir onoigios in u difforont dirootion. > 

li Till then they will continue to waste thoir ofibrlsor to ruin thoir | 

i clinractcr in worthless politicftl ngilation, n atato of things in which i 

I mediocrity sliincs and real gonius is loft in tho bnckgroniul. | 

! In tho normal stato of human nature, Imagination is subordinate 

I to Reason as Reason is to Feeling. Any inolongecl inversion of 'i 

i this natural order is both morally and iiitolleotually dangerous. j 

, Tho reign of Imagination would still nioro disastrous tlmn tho j 

I reign of Reason ; only that it is ovon more incoinpatiblo with Iho ; 

j practical conditions of human life. Rut chiniorical as It is, Iho ? 

j inoro pursuit of it may do much individual liavin by substituting ] 

I artificial oxcilemont, and in too many cases afTcolation of fooling, | 

in tho place of doop and spontanoous omotion. Viowod politically, \ 

nothing can bo worao Uiau this imduo propoudovanoo of osthotic 1 

considerations oausori by tlio nnconli-ol led ambition of artisls and 
litterateurs. The true oujoet of Art, which is to charm and olovato ‘i 

human lifo, is gradually lost sight of. ]!5y being held out as tlio S 

aim and object of oxistoivco, it degrades tbo artist and tho public ; 



life, nmy Uucoiiin a dooply coiiuptmg iiinucuco, if il bocoincs tho 
p^rniiioiml cojiHiilomUyii. It, is iiotorioua wliat an akocioiis custom 
piovftiled in Italy foi sovcml coiiluricfl, simply fov tho sako of 
improving mon’H voiiioH, y\it, tho tnio purpose of winch is to 
strcngtlicm our BynipathloH, IoaiIr when thus ilcgcadcd to a most 
abjcol form of H(»l(iHlmoss ; in which onjoyraont of souikIb or forms • 
is hold out us Llio liighcHt Imppiiujas, nnd utter m^thy prevails as to 
all ciuofiticms of social inloiost. So dangerous is il inlollcctually 
nnd still movo so inorally, for individuals, mid above all, for sociotics 
to allow osthotic coimitloralions to become unduly propondornnt ■ 
ovon wliQH they Hprliig froin a genuine impulse. But tho invnriablo 
coiisoquotico to which this violation of the first principles of social 
order loads, is tho auccoss of modiocrilioB who acquire technical skill 
by long pmclico. 

I’liLis it is that wo have gradually fallen under tho discroditablo 
influence of mon who wore ovulcntly not compolont for any bub 
subordinate positions, iind whomi propomlcraiico has proved as in- 
jinious to Art iis il lias lioon to riiilosophy and I^forality. A fatal 
facility of giving oxjiruHsion to what is neither lieliovoil nor foH, 
gives lompoi ary ropuLation to mon who are no incapable of originality 
in Art as thoy iiro of gi-nsping any now principle in scionco. It is 
the most runuukablo of all tho political imoiiuilics caused by our 
revolutionary poaition ; aiul tho moral results are most doplorablo, 
unless wlioii, m ravoly happens, tho possessor of those unclosorvod 
Jionours Ims a uaturr} too noble to bo iujurctl by them. Poets aro 
more exj^sod to Lhosu dangers than other artists, booauso their 
snhoio is more goncral and gives wider scope for ambition. But in 
the spoolnl arts wu liiid tho same ovU in a still more degrading 
form j that of avarice, a vice by wliicli so much of our highest 
talent is now laintoil. Anolhor signal proof of Uio ohildisli vanity 
and uncontrolloil uinbitimi of the olass is, that thoso who arc merely 
interpvolors of uLliov nion’s produotions claim the same title as thoso 
who liivvo pnidnocd original works. 

Such aro the roaulta of tho oxtmvi^ant protonlions wliich artists 
and literary men Imvo gradually developed during tho Inst five 
centuries. I liavo dwelt upon them booauso thoy constitute at 
present sorlous impediments to nJl sound views of tho nature and 
purposes of Art. My alrioLuros will not l>o thought too sovore by 
really esthetic natures, who know from personal oxporlonoo how 
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fatal tlio pi-csont syatom is to nil lalont of a liigli ordon ^VlmLovor 
tho outcvy of thoso poi-sonnlly inloroslcd, it is coiiniii tlml in Uio 
truo interest of Art tho suppression of mediocrity is nt least as 
impoi'tnnt as tlio oncoumgoHiout of talent. Tino taste always 
implies dislasto. Tho very fad that tho object is to foster in us 
tho 801)30 of porfodioii, iiuplias that nil truo conuoissoins will feel a 
thorough dislike for feeble work, linppily Ihoro is this privilege 
in nil mastorpiocoa, thnt tho ndmimlion nrouHcd by tbom onduroa in 
its fidl strength for nil time; so that tho plea which is often pnt 
forward of kce])ing iij) the jniblic lasto by novoltioa •which in reality 
injure it, falls to tho ground. To inontion my own oxporionco, I 
may say that for thirteen years I have boon induced alike fiom 
principle and from incliiiation, to restrict )ny roadiug almost entirely 
to the groat Occidental poets, without feeling tho smallest curiosity 
for tho works of tho day \v])ich are brought out in such mi6ol)iovous 
nbimdunco. 

'f'liooiy uf Ouarding oureolvos, tlion, ngntnst crroi'S of this kind, 
we may now proceed to consider the esthetic chavactov 
of Positivism. In the first place, it furnishes us with n siitisfactory 
theory of Art; a subject which hns never boon systematically explain- 
ed j all previous nltompts to do so, whatever their value, hav- 
ing viewed tho subject incompletely. Tho theory hero oIFored 
is based on tho subjective principle of the now philosophy, on its 
objective dogma, and on its social purpose ; ns sot forward in the 
two first chapters of this work. 

Art iB tho ^ defined as nn ideal roprosontation of 

idwWecf ro° iFact j and its object is to oultivnlo our sense of per- 
of Kact*^'°“ Section. It sphere tliorofovo is co-oxtonsivo ^\'ith that 
of Science, lloth deal in tlioir owji way with tho workl 
of Fact; tho oao explains it, tlio olhor Iwaulifics it. Tho ooutoin- 
plations of tho artist and of tho man of scionco follow tho same 
encyclopedic law ; they begin with tho simple objects of tho ex- 
ternal world ; they gradually rise to tho coinplicalod facts of human 
nature. I pointed out in tho second chapter that tho soionlifio soalo, 
tho scale, that is, of Uio True, coincided with that of tho Good : 
wo now SCO that it coincides with that of tho lloautiful. Thus 
between these throe groat creations of Humanity, Philosophy, 
Polity, and Poetry, Uioro is tho most perfect linvmony. Tho first 
elements of Beauty, thnt is to say, Order and Magnltudo, are visible 
in tho inorganic world, especially in tho Iroavons ) and they are 
there perceived witli greater distinctness than whore tlio pliojiomoiia 
are more complex and loss uniform. Tho higl)or degrees of Beauty 
will hardly bo recognised by those who aro inaousiblo lo tills its 
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siiiiplost phase. But ns in Pliilosopliy wo only study Uio inorganic 
world as a prolimitmvy to tho study o£ Man; ao, but to a sUU 
gi'ofttor cxlont, is it with I’octvy. Tii Polity tho tomlency is similar 
but loss fti>l)aront. Hero wo begin with material progress; wo 
lu'occcd to ijhysical and subsurpioiitly to inlollcotiml progress ; but 
it is long beforo wo arrivo at tho ultimalo goal, moml progress. 
Poetry pussos more' rapidly over tho three proliminoi'y stagos, and 
rises with loss dilliculty to tho coutomplalion o! moral bounty. 
Peeling, then, ia (sssonthdly Llio sphoro of Poetry. And it suijplios 
iiol tlio Olid only, hut tho moans. Of all tlio phonomona wliich 
relate to man, luuimn iinuctions aro tlio most modifiablo, and thero- 
foro tho must flUHCi'iitiblo ol idnilimlion. Doing movo imperfect 
tliAU any other, l»y virluo of thoir higher complexity, they allow 
greater flci)])0 for iinprovoinnut. Kow the act of expression, how- 
ovor imperfect, nniots powcnfnlly upon Ihoso functions, which from 
tlioir luiUiru am nlwayn siiokiiig Homo cxlomal vent. Every oiio 
locognizca tho indiionco of langimgo uimn Llioughta : and smoly it 
cannot ho less upon fcoUuga, ainuo in thorn tho need of expression 
iBgroalor. Conecipiontly all cnLhoiio aludy, ovon if purely imitative, 
may beenmo a uHuful moral oxomso, hy calling sympathies and 
antipathicH inUi healthy \day. 'l‘ho offoct ia far greater when tho 
i-oprosonlatiun, passing iho liiuita of strict accumoy, ia suitably 
iclcnliaoil. Tlds indued is the olinmclnrislio mission of Art. Its 
fauctiou ia to cunHlriict types of tho noldcHt kind, hy tho contein- 
plation of which our fi’clings and Uimights may ho olovatod. Tliat 
the porlraiturn hIiouKI bo o.xaggoratcd foUowH from tho definition 
of Art ; it hIiouUI aurpass voalitius so na to sUmulalo us to amend 
Ihoni. Great as thn inlUiunco ia of llioso pooUo emotions on indi- 
viduals, tlioy am fur moro ellicaoimis when brought to boar u^ion 
public lifo; not only from Iho groalor imporlancoof tlio subject 
niatlor, but bucauao iiaeli iudiviuual impvcaaiou is rondorod mom 
inlonso liy combination. 

Thus PosiLiviam oxplaiiifl and confirms tho viow I’ooli v U Iti- 

ordinarily lakuii of Poetry, hy ^ilaciiig it midway he- 
tween I’liilosophy and Polity; issuing from tho first, 
and preparing Uio way for thu second. 

Even PuoViiig itself, the hlgiioHt priuciplo of ovu- oxiatouce, 
accepts tlio objootlvQ dogma of PliUosouhy, Uuit llunmnity is 
eubjoot to tbo ordor of Lliu oxtornal world. And Imagination on 
Blill stronger grounds must aenopl tho eamo law. 'i ho ideal must 
always lie aubordiiiatn to tho rctu; othorwiso foohlonoss ns well as 
oxlravnganoo iw thu coimotiuunco. Tho BlatoHnmn who ondoavours 
to improve tlio existing order, must first study it as it oxials. Ana 
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tlio pool, ftlthouKh Ilia improvomoiita nvo liut ininpinoil, niul avo not 
sup])Osc(l capable 0/ realization, m\mt do lilcowiso. Tnio in hia 
fictions ho will traiiscond tho UiniLs of tho possible, while tlio 
stalcsinan will hoop witliiu tlioso liinita 5 but both have tho same 
jioint of dopai’turo; both bepiu by studying tho actual fads with 
whicli thoy deal. In our aiiilioinl impiovomo.nls wo should novoc 
aim at anything more than wiso modilication of tho natiual order; 
wo should novor nttompl to subvert it. And though linnginalion 
lias a wider range fer its pictures, thoy avo yot subject to tho same 
fuiidanicntal law, imposed by Philosophy ii])on Polity and Poetry 
alike. Even hi tho most poetio ages this law has always been re- 
cognised, only tlio oxtoi-nal world was intorproted then in a way 
vory dilTorontly from noiv. "Wo soo tho saino thing ovovy day in 
tho montal growth of tho child. As his notions of fact change, 
liis fictions ai-o modified in conformity with those changes. 

But while Poetry doponds upon Philosophy for tho iiriiiciples on 
which its types arc coiistructcd, it inlluonccs l^lity by tlio dircotion 
whicli it gives to those types. In ovory operation that man uiulcr- 
takes, ho must iinagino boforo ho oxuoutos, ns ho must obsorvo 
before lio imagines, llo can iiovor produce a rosult whicli ho lias 
not conceived flrat in his own mind. In tho eimplost application 
of mechanics or goomotry he finds it nocossavy to form a montal 
typo, which is always moro |>orfcct than tho reality whicli it precedes 
and prepares. Ifow nono but thoso who confound poetry with 
vorso-making can fail to soo that this conception of a typo is tlio 
same thing as osthotio imagination, under its simplest and most 
general aspect. Its application to social phcnoiiuma, which con- 
stituto tho chief sphoro both of Art and of Scionco, is vory im- 
porfoctly undorstood ns yet, and can hardly bo said to bavo begun, 
owing to tho want of any trim Ihoory of society. Tho real object 
of so applying it is, that it should rogiilalo tho formation of social 
Utopias ; sulrordiimting thorn to tho laws of social dovolopmont as 
rovenlod by liistory. Utopias aro to tho Art of social life what 
geometrical and modiaiiical typos avo to their respeotivo arts. In 
thoso thoir necessity is univorsally rocogiiisod ; and surely tho 
noccssity can not bo loss in problems of such for greatov intricacy. 
Accordingly wo soo that, notwithstanding tho ompiricnl condition 
in which political art has hitliorlo existed, ovovy groat ohango has 
boon ushored in, one or two oonturies boforohand, by an Utopia 
bearing some analogy to it. It was tho product of tho ostliotio 
gonius of Humanity working undor an imporfoot eonso of its con- 
ditions and roqnircmonts. Positivism, far from laying on intovdict 
on Utopias, tends rathor to faoiJitato thoir omployniont and thoir 
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onl'to))ifts, IoikIh vnlhor to facilltato their employment and tlioir 
iiiflucmit), rw a noniml i.'lomt'nt in aocioty. Only, ns in the case of 
all otliov pi-ocUiolH of iimiKin'ilion, they must always lomaiu sub- 
ordinated to tlio nctuul lawH of Bocinl oxisteuco. And tlms by 
giving a sysLoiiiivtio amiction to this tlm Poetry, ns it may bo callccl, 
of Politics, iiioHt of tlio (lauj'ors wliich now surrouml it will dis- 
ni)poar. Its i)i’ 0 R(‘nt oxlvavagunww aviso simply from the absonco 
of HOJno iihiloHophical pviimiiilo to control il, and Iherofovo thoie 
is no leaHou for H'giirding tboin with great sovority. 

Tho whole of Una Uiooiy nmy 1 m) summed up in tho doublo 
moaning of Dm ^vnr(l so adinivaidy cho-son to dosigimto our cslliotio 
functions. Tim word /rHs a romarkablo instance of tlio popular 
instinct from which langungo proceeds, niul wliioh is far more on- 
liglitoncd than cducnteil iioiHons aio npttosupposa Xt iiulicatoe, 
liowovor vaguely, a hoiiho of the t-nio position of Poetry, midway 
holwcoii PhiloHophy and I’olity, but with a closer relation to the 
latter. Tnio in llm ease <if the leohnical arta tho improvcinonts 
proposed are priiotieally ri’alisad, while llioso of the fmo arts remain 
imaginary. J'ontiy, however, does laoduco ono result of an indirect 
but most oHHontial kind j it iloiw nCUially modify our moral nature. 
If wo inoludo or/itory, wliioh is only Poetry in a shnplor phase, 
thougli nflon wovthhmH enougli, wo llnd its inUncnco oxoited in a 
most dillicult and oritimil Lank, Lliul of arousing or calming our 
passions j and thin not arbitrarily, but in accordance with tho fixod 
laws of tlioir action. Hero it has beou always recognised as a 
moral agoiiay of grout power. On every ground, then. Poetry 
sconia moro oloaely related to practical than to simculnlivo life. For 
its practical roHiilts are of tho must imporlaut and comprolionsivo 
iialuro. Wlmtevi'v the utility of other arts, material, pliysical, or 
intollecliml, tlmy mo only sulmidmry or preparatory to tliat which 
in Poetry is the direct aim, moral hnprovomont. In tho inuldlo 
Ages it was common in all Woatoni languages to speak of it ns a 
Scioncti, tlio imipiu’ meaning of tlio wowl Soioiico being then very 
imporfeotly uiidoratood. Put ns soon ns both artiRlionnd sciontifto 
goniiis Imd hocomo moro fully dovolnpcd, their distiactivo foaturos 
were more clearly rocognised, and Jlnally tlio iinmo of Art was 
appropriated to tho whole chiss of pooUo functions. Tho fact is, 
at all ovoiUs, an avgumoiit in favour of tho Positive tlicory of 
idealization, as Blaiuling midway botwoon theoretical inquiry and 
practical roault. 

EvidoiiUy, tiion, it is in Art that tho unity of human AncAiuoaoii 
natiiroa finds its moat oomploto and nioslnalnrol ropro- 
eontatlon. For Art ia in divoot rolation wlUi tho Ihroo UatmoiiiouB 
orders of phonomona by wliioli human nnturo ischarao- 


on ovory pnaso oi our oxisiuiiuu, wiiotuui liuiHuimi ui owjui. aionco 
too its peculiar attribute ol giving equal ploaeuro lo all ranks and 
ages. Art invites tlio thinker lo loavo liis abslmotions for tlio 
study of real lifo ; it olovatos Iho practical nuin ii\to a region of 
thought whore solf-lovo has no place. ]ly its intonncdiiUo position 
it proraotoB tho mutual reaction of Affection and llnaaon. It stimu- 
latcs fooling in those who aro too much ongrosaod with iiUolloctunl 
questions : it strongthens tho conlompliitivo faculty in natures 
whoro sympathy prcdominaloa. It has boon said of Art that its 
province is to hold a inirior to nature. 'L’lm saying Is usually 
applied lo social lifo whoro its Irntli is moat apparent. But it is 
no less true of ovory aspect of onr existonco 3 for imdnv ovory 
aspect it may bo a sourco of Art, and may bo rupvoflontod niul 
modified by it. Turning lo Biology for tho cause of tliia sociolo- 
gical relation, wo find it in tho relation of the muscular and 
noi-voUB systems. Our motions, involuntary at first, and then 
voluntary, indicate internal imprcRsioiis, moral impressions more 
especially ; and as they proceed frem Ihom, so they react upon 
them, lloro wo find tho first germ of a true theory of Art 
Throughout tho animal kingdom languogo is simply gesticulation of 
a more or less oxpreaslvo kind. And with man osLholio develop- 
ment begins ui the samo Bpontnnoous way. 

TJirooaUigoa Witli this primary principle wo may now complolo 
fnthooaihrtio our Statical theory of Art, by indicating in it Ihroo dis- 
Ltlon, ^doai- tinct degrees or phases. The fine avis have been divi- 
iSaaioii imilativo and invoutivo ; but this distinction 

has no real foundation. Art always imilatos, and 
always idoali}’X33. True, as tho roal is in ovory case the source of 
tho ideal, art begins at first with simple Imitation. In tho child- 
hood, wliothor of man or of Uio moo, ns also with tho lower animals, 
sorvilo imitation, and that of tho most iimignificant aotioiiH, is tho 
only symptom of cslhotic capacity. Ho roproaonliilion, liowovcr, 
has at present any claim to tho title of Art (altliough from inolivos 
of puorilo vanity tho nnmo is oflon given to it), oxeopt so far ns it 
is made moro b^utifnl, that is to say, more perfect. The ropresen- 
tation thus beooittos in reality 111010 faithful, because tho prinoipiil 
features are brought prominontly forward, instead of being obscured 
by mass of uhmoaning dolail. This it is which- constitutes 
Idealization; and from tho time of tho groat masloi'-picces of 


origin Jior tlio imuiro m avi. couui no cotrcctly imdorstood. 

Iji luldilion Lo tlio oroativo procesg, which is tho chiof chnvnctor- 
IbUo of Avl, ihoA'Q jfl a Lliiivl fimcUou which, Uiowgh nol absolutely 
nocospary in iU iiiiiliiLivo sUgo, bocomes in its ideal stage. I moan 
tho fiinctiuu of J'lxiircHHion alncUy so callctl, without which tho 
pi-oduot of imagiiuition could not Ijo commxinicnltsl to oLhors. 
Languago, whotliov it ho tho Langim^ of sound or fonii, is tho last 
fitogo of U\o (islholio opovaliou, and it doos not always bcav a due 
propoiiion to tin' inventivo faculty. 'Wlicu it is too dofoclivc, the 
sublimost oroaliona may ho mnkod lower limn they dosorvo, owing 
to tho failui'O (jf tho porit to conimunicalo liis thought complotoly. 
Groat powoi’fi of Hlylo miiy, on tho other hand, confer unmoritod 
ropuUuou, whicdi ho\v(wor does not endure. An instance of this 
is Urn pvofmunco that was given for so long a time to Racino over 
Cornoillo. 

So long afl Avl in conllnud lo Tmllalion, no spoc'ml langungo is rc- 
qiiirod ; iiiiilfiliun ia itself tho sulKiUlnlo forlnngun^ But as soon ns 
tho vepv'csoutatuiu has hocomo idnnii7.Qd by hoightemug some fcaturos 
and BUiipi'ossing or iiUoi iiig others, it eorrosponds toflomotlring which 
exists oJily in the mind of tlio composer; and iU communication to 
tho world requiroH additional labour dovolcd oxclusivoly lo liixpros- 
sion. In tlris ilnnl process so neocsenry to tho comploto sucooss of 
his work, Urn poot moulils his signs upon Ina inward typo •, just as 
ho hogan at first hy adapting thorn to oxlcmal facts. So far thoro 
is some truth In Clrdlry’fl principlo that song is dorivod from spoech 
by tho inlovmodiato Hlag(i of doclamnlion. Tho same principlo has 
boon applied to all tho apcjcial arts; it might also bo applied to 
Poetry, ovatoiy hohig tho link hotwoon verso and proso. Thoso 
views, liowovor, aro somowlmt modified hy tho historical spirit of 
Positive Philosophy. Wo mimt irivcrt Qr^trv’s rolnlion of canso 
and olfoct; at least whon wo aro cotiBidoring thoso prhnltivo limes, 
wiien Avl and Tmngnago first arose together. 

Tho origin of all uur faculties of expression is invariably 
osLliotioj for wo do not exproes till after wo have felt 
strongly. !L'’ooHng had, in primitive limes at all ovoiits, far more 
to do with lliCKO faoiillios than Tliought, boing a far stronger 
stiimilant to oxlornnl doinonstraiion. Even in tho most highly 
wrought languagoH, whoro, in consoQUonco of social roquiromonts, 
reason lias Lo a groat ox tout oncronohod ui>on omotion, wo seo ovi- 


iiH 


1 


m 



rogion uuiiig irUU iiiauib i>u piuiiuvu iiiunuuiiii lur wiucii 

thei'o is no nbsoluto necessity. Aceordingly, Sociology regards ; 

ovory language as contniiiiiig in its primitive olcmonU all that is \ 

spontaneous and univorsalin tliocBlhotiodovolopinontof Humanity; \ 

enough, that is, to satisfy the gonoiiil need of commuiucating j 

emotion. In this common field the special arts commence, and | 

Uioy ultimately widen it. Hut the operation is tho same in its I 

nature, whether carried on by impular iustiiiot or by individuals. ; 

Tho final result is always more doi>oiulont on feeling Ihaii on lonsoii, [ 
oven in times like Ihoao, when tho intellect has risen in revolt t 

against tho heart. Song, Ihoroforo, comes before Speech ; rainting I 

bofoi'o Writing; because tho first things wo express are those ^ 

which move our feelings most. Subsciiuoiitiy tho necessities of i 

social life oblige us to employ more frequently, and ultimately to ( 

dovolop, those olomonts in iminling or in song, which rolalo to l 

oui- practical wants and to our apoeuJativo faculties so far as tlioy ; 

are required for supplying them; these forming tho tojiicH of ordi- f 

navy communication. Thus tho emotion from which the sign had i 

originally proceeded becomes gradually ofTaced; the practical object « 

is alono thought of, and o.xprossion becomes more rapid and loss i 

emphatic. Tho jiroccss goes on until at last the sign is suppo.scd \ 

to have originated in arhilrary convention ; tliongh, if this were ] 

tho case, its universal and siKuilanoous adoption would bo inoxpli- ; 

cable. Such, then, is tlio sociological tlicory of Language, on ^ 

which I shall aftorwauls dwell more fully. I connect it witli the ! 

whole class of esthetic functions, from wliich in tlio lower animals i 

it is not disUnguislwd. For no animal idealizes its song or gesture ^ 

60 far as to rise to anylliing tlmt can pro))oily bo called Art. ■ 

\i\ To complete our oxaminatiou of tho pliilosopliy of i 

' of tho ftru on h Statically viewed, wo have now only to speak of tho | 

of^decrooe/nK wl^cli tlio vavious ails sliouUl lio classiliccl. \ 

gonei«my,mid Plocod 08 Avt 18 iiiidway botwooii Thoovy aud Piaclico, ' 

^ lonBUy!"*^ classified on tho same principle, tlio principh!, tliat , 

;,i ; is of decreasing generality, Avhich I have long ago \ 

■ -shown to bo applicable to oil Positive classifications of wlmtuter ^ 
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tlio orclor of iliotv cdiicopuon nnu Buccosaion, ng was clone in my 
Trcaliflo on ToHitivo riiiluHophy £or llio various Ijranchcs of Scionco 
(ind Tntlufllry. 

Tho urlH, lliiMi, HhouUl bo classifted by Uw decreasing gonorality 
and tbo iiicit-iiHing inlonfliLy, which involves also increasing toolini- 
cnlity, of tboiv modon of expression. In its liighcst term tho ostliotic 
Bcalo coimncts itaolf witli Iho Bciontille acnlo ; and in its lowest, with 
tho industrial ficalo. Tliis in in conformity with tho position assigned 
to Art intoriuodiuLo liotwoon Thilosopliy nnd Piooticnl life. Art 
novor bocomes discunnoclod from hninnn intorostsj but ns it becomes 
loss goncral and more Lfcdiiiiciil, its relation with ourbiglior attributes 
becomes loss intiiimlo, nnd it is more dopondonton inorganic Nature, 
BO Lliat at luHt tlio kind of beauty dopiolod by it is merely material. 

Oji tlioHO priimiples of ehwHillcatiou wo must give tlio 
first place to I’mdry iirojiorly so cidlcd, as being Ibo 
most goiioml and least tecliiiical of tho arts, nnd as being tlio basis 
on wliicb all Llm nwt (hipnnd. Tho impressions wbicli it produces 
mo loss intenso limn tlioao of tho lust, but its sphere is evidently 
wider, since it oinbmens every sido of our oxistonco, wliollior indi- 
vidual, doinustic, or soidid. Toolry, liko tho niwcinl arts, has a 
closer rolution with actiouH and impnlBCs than with tlioiighta. Yot 
the most absliaot eoiu'eptiDnH are not oxcluded from its sphere ; for 
not luevoly can it improve the langimgo in which they are expressed, 
but it may add Ut their iutriiiBio bunnty. It is, on tho whole, tlio 
most popular of all the arU, Imlh on account of its widor scope, 
mid also booausu, its instrumenta of oxpi-ossion being taken directly 
from ordinary laiiguagii, it is moro gonomlly intelligible than any 
otlicr. True, in tlio liighust kind of pootry voraifieation is neces- 
sary; but tliiH cannot Im called a a|>ocial art. Tlio language of 
Poetry, aUliougli distiiiot in forjn, is in reality notliing but tho 
language of coininou men moro poi-foclly expressed. Tlio only 
toolnncal oloinunt in it, prosody, is easily acqniml by a few days’ 
praolico. A proof of tho iduntily of the language of Pootry with 
that of common life, in the fact tlmt no i>oot has over been able to 
write witli oiroet in a foreign or a dwul language. And not only is 
this noblest of Arts moro comprohonsWo, mow) spontanoous, moro 
popular than tbo rest, but it surpassos them In that which is tho 
oharaclcrisLio feature of all art, Ideality. Pootry is the art which 
idealises tlio most, and iniitalos the least. Pot tlicso reasons it has 




compass witu groatot iniensiiy. Jiiic ii is iroui roou-y inai iiioso 
subjects arc usually borrowed. 

The flrat lorm of tho sorios being thus dolonnincd, 
tho oUier arts may at onco bo ranked according to the 
degree of their aflinity with Poetry. Lot us begin by distinguish, 
ing tho different Houses to which they appeal ; and wo shall find 
that our series proceeds on tho principle which biologists, since Gall’s 
time, have adoptcil for the clnaslfication of tho spociol senses, the 
principle of decreasing sociability. Tlioro are only two senses whioli 
can bo called osUiotio; namely, Sight and Hearing: tho others 
I having no power of raising us to Idealization. Tho flense of smell 

I can, it is true, onablo us to associate ideas ; but in man it oxiele 

I too feebly for artistic offccU. Hairing and Sight oorrosiiond to tho 

I two modes of natural language, voice and gcsluro. Prom tho first 

I nrisos tlio art of Music; the second, which however is loss osthoUc, 

f includes the throe arts of form. Those are more technical than 

ij Music ; their hold is not so wide, ami moreover they stand at a 

[! greater distance from poetry; wlioroas Muflio remained for a long 

time identified with it. Another distinction is that the sense to 
which music appeals performs ite function involuntarily; ami tliis 
is one reason why tho emotions which it calls forth avo more spon- 
taiioous and more deep, though loss definite, than in tho case whore 
it dopomls on tho will wholhor wo racoivo tho impression or not. 
Again, tho difforonco between thorn answers to tho distinction of 
Time and Space. Tho art of sound roprosonts succosslon; tho aviH 
of form, co-existence. On all those grounds imisio sliould certainly 
bo ranked before the other srwoial arts, ns tho second term of llio 
esthetic series. Its tocbnicnl uififioultios are exaggerated by podanla, 
whoso interest it is to do so ; in raality, special training is Ices 
needed for its appr<;cintion, oiid even for its composition, than in 
tho case of either painting or sculpture. Honco it is in every rospodt 
more popular and more social. 

Fftiriting. C)f tlio three arte which appeal to tho voluntary sense 
sooipuiio. of sight, anft wliioh present simultaneous iiniirosBions, 
Pauiting, on Ulo same pvmoiplo of arrangoinont, holds 
tho first rank, ai^ i^rcliitocturo tlio Inst; Sculpture being placed 
between them, i?aintihg olono employs all tho methods of visual 
expression, combining tho offoota of oolour with those of fonn. 
Whethor in public or private life, its splioro is wider than that of 
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(lopnnclonl on Icoiniifitu procGsatja; nud iiulocd most of ils pioiliicUons 
(iro iivthcr works of industry than works of art It aoldom rises 
ftbovo nintoriid beauty : moral bwinty it can only represent by arti- 
fices, of wliiob tliQ nioniiing is oflon ambiguous. But tbo impres- 
sions convoyed by it nro ho poworful and so ixmumient, that it will 
always retain ils nlacu among tbo flno aria, especially in the case of 
groat public ImildingH, wliicli sIaucI out as the most imposing record 
of cocli Hucceaaivo iihoso of Booinl dovolopmont Ifovov has the 
power of Arclulooluro boon displayed lo gronlor cITcct than in our 
magnificent catbedvala, in wluek tUo spirit of UiQ Middle Ages bos 
boon idoallsod mid prosorvod for poslority. Tlioy exhibit in a most 
striking manner tbo iirojiorty which Archilocluro possoesos of bring, 
ing ah the arts togetnoY into a coumon ccuttc. 

TliCBO briof remiirlcb will ilhmlrnto the method adopted tuq oontU- 
by the now pliilosophy in invoBtigatiug a syslomatio 
tlioory of Art under nil its atatical ospools. ■Wehavo novoi yoi bom 
now to speak of its action upon social life, wliothor in 
tlio final statu of Iliniianity, or in Uio tmnsiUoual movomont through 
which that slalo is lo bo rcaohod. 

The I'obilivo tlioory of liistory shows usnt once, in spile of strong 
prejudices to tlm contriivy, that un to Uio present limo tbo progress 
nohiovod liy Art bus been, like that of Bcionco and Industry, only 
propavalory ; tbo conditions essential lo its full dovolopmont never 
liaving yet boon combined. . 

Too much lias boon mado of tlio csllioUo lonaoncios _Noui*or in 
of tbo nations of anticiuity, owing to the freo scope 
that WAS given to Iniagiuntion in constructing tlioir doctrines. In 
fact rolytboism, now that tlio boliof in its principles exists no 
longer, has boon regarded as simply a work of art. But Uio long 
duration of its pviuciplea would m wriftoiout proof that they wore 
hot created by llio pools, but that Uioy omaualod from tbo pliiloso- 
pliio goniiiB of Ilunianity working sponlauoously, as explained in 
hiy theory of human duvoloiunonh iu Uw only way that was then 
boasiblo. All that Art did for-Volyllioism was to perform its proper 
iimotion of olotbing it in a movo poolio form. It is quilo true tliql 
tlio peculiar olmraclor of rolythofsUc philosophy gave gYoat<}t scope 
for the dovolopmcnk of Art than has boon aimruod by any subso- 
diiont ayatoiii. It is to this portion of tho Uioological period that 
vro must attribute tlio first stopu of ostlioUo dovolopmont, •whether 



lifo of antiquity was highly iiufnvouiftblo to Art. Tlio sphoro of i 

povaonal fcoliuga and domestic aiTtjctiona was luudly opou to it. : 

Public lifo in anciont times luul certainly inoio vigorous and more I 

pornmuont fcaturos, and hei-e thoro was a nddor Hold. Yot ovon in | 

such a caso as that of liomor, wo fool that lio would hardly have \ 

spout his oxtmordinary powom upon doacriptions of military lifo» j 

had thoro boon nobler subjects for Ida goniua. 'JHio only graiul [ 

aspect, viewed socially, that war could oflbr, the syslom of iiicoi'- j 

poration institutod by Homo after a fiucco8.siou of conquosts, could | 

not thou bo foroeoeii. When that period arrivod, niiciont hi.story « 

was drawing to a close, and tiro only jmolical tribute to this nobler | 

policy was contained in a few beautiful lines of Yirgil’s yiCncid, \ 

ending witli the ronmrknblo oxpi-ossiou, ^ 

“ Tneisquo imnoiioro morom,” ! 

(Iiniioso Vlio mw of xionro.) \ 

Nor under Moduoval socioty, notwithstanding irrational pro- { 
tue Mcdioivtii judicoR lo tlio Contrary, would have boon far more : 

Byatcm. favouitiblo to Iho lino arts, could it have continued | 

longer. I do not speak, indoctl, of its dognma ; which wore ao | 

incompatible with Art, os to load to tlio strange inoonsiatoney of I 

giving a factitious sanction to Paganism iu tho midst of Ohriutianily. \ 
By liolding porsonnl ond chimerical objects before us as tho oiid of j 

life, ilonothoism disconrngod all jKictry, oxooiit ao far ns it related j 

to ouv individual existence. This, however, waa idoaliaod by the i 

mystics, wlioso beautiful comjiositions penotr.itod into our inmost ) 

emotions, and wanted nothing but gi-oator perfection of form. All ! 

that Calholioiam offootod for Art in, olhor voapucts was to accuro a \ 

bettor position for it, as soon as tho priesthood boenmo strong enough ] 

to oomitoraot tlio inlolloctual and moral dofoots of Christian doctrine. I 

But tho social lifo of tho Middle Ages waa far more oatliotio than | 

that of antiquity. War was still tlio ])rovailiiig ocoupntiun ; but \ 

by assuming a defensive cliamctor, it had bocomo far more moral, \ 

and therefore more poetic. Woman had acquired a duo moasiiro of ? 

freedom ; and tho free dovolopmout of homo afTcotions was thus no \ 

longer restricted. There was a consciousiioss of porsonal dignity : 

hitherto unknown, ond yot quite compatible with social devotion, I 

wbioh elevated individual lifo in all its aspects. All llicao qualities \ 


lU ulU usaoiiuiuiijr <.iittviu;ircr ui iiitUUUVHl 

Bocioly undftv all its usiieets. By tUo time Uiat its language and 
habits had hecoino suHicicntly stable for the esthetic spirit to pro- 
duce works of pormancirt value, Catholic PoutlnUsm was alicady 
undermined by tho growing foi-cc of the negative niovement. The 
beliefs and inudos of Hfo offered for idoaliaition wero scon to be 
declining : and noithor tho poet nor his rcadoi^s could feel those 
deep convictions which the highest purposes of Art rc(inivo. 

During tho decline of Chivulry, Art received indirectly MucIj less fa 
an additional inipnlso from tho inovomoutof social do- 
composition -which has boon going on rapidly for the last hvo cen- 
turies. In this inovoniont all mental and social iullucnces gradually 
participated. Negativism, it is true, is not tho proper province of 
Art ; but tlio dogmas of Christianity woio so oppressive to it, that 
its eftbvts to shako off tho yoke %voro of great service to the cause of 
general oiuancipation. Dairto’s incoinparnblo work is a striking illus- 
tration of this anomalous combinntion of two contradictory influences. 
It was a situation unfavourable for art, because every aspect of lifo 
was rapidly changing and losing ita cluiractor before tlicro was time 
to idealizo it. Consequently tho poet liad to create bis own field 
artificially from ancient history, which supplied him with those 
fixed and doflnito modes of lifo which ho could not find aiound 
him. Thus it was that lor sovoi-al contiu-ies tho Classical system 
beuamo tho solo source of estheUe culture ; the result being that 
Art lost much of tho originality and popularity which had pre- 
viously bolonged to it. Idict groat master-pieces should have been 
produced at all under such imfavourablo circumstances is the best 
proof of tlio spontaneous character of our (^thetic faculties. Tho 
value of tJio Classical syatom has been for somo tuuo entirely ex- 
hausted ; and now that tho negative movomont has reached its 
extreme limits, thoro only romained ono sorvico (a sorvico of great 
temporary importance) for Art to render, tho idealization of Doubt 
ilsolf. Such a phase of course udniittwl oi but short duration. 
The best examples of it are the works of liyron and Gbtho, the- 
principal vnluo of which has boon, that tlioy have initiated Protes- 
tant countries into tho unrestricted freedom of tliought which 
emanated oiigiually from French philosophy. 

Thus history shows that tho osthotio dovelopnicnt of numanity 



tUftt ouv esLhcUc faculties are on Urn decliuo. jS’ot only line Iho \ 

growth of art proceeded in apito of ovory obwlacle, l)ut it hna become [ 

moro thovoiiglily incorporated into Iho life of ordinary mon. In ^ 

ancient times it was cultivated only by a small ol^s. So littlo was ^ 

it recognised as a coinpouont part of social organizntion, tliat it did i 
not ovon ontor into men's imaginary visions of a fuUiro oxislenco. I 
Ilut in the Jliddlo Ages the simplest minds woro encouraged to 1 
cuUivato the sense of beauty as ono of tho purest delights of human | 

life; and it was hold out as the principal oomipation of the celestial ? 

state. l''rom that time all classes of Knro])oan society have taken i 
an increasing interest in these olovating pleasures, beginning with ] 
poetry, and thnneo passing to tho special arts, ospcoially mnsio, tho | 
most social of all. Tho influonco of artists, even when they had i 

no real claim to tho title, has been on tI\o increase ; until at last tho : 

nnarcliy of the present Umo has inkoducod them to political power, 
for which tlioy aro utterly iinqualificd. 

All this would scorn to show that tho groatosl epoch ^ 
tiviBlnihown- of Att lios yot to como. Tn this rospeot, as in ovoiy ; 

tho Past has but supplied tho neocssary matorinle 
Tiioro will bo for futUTO roconstrucUon, What ^vo liavo scon ns yot ; 

JSftnSft’ no- 18 brrb a spontaueous and immaUiro pvolndo j but in tho ? 

bior moral cui- manliood of our moral aud mental powers, the culturo ' 
of Art will proceed on principles as Bystomatic as tlio ^ 
culture of Science and of Industry, both of >vhich at presout nro ^ 
similarly devoid of organwation. Tho rogonoration of sooioly will bo ■ 
inconiplolo until Art has boon fully incorporated into tlio modern > 
order, And to this result all our antecedents have been tending. 

To renew the esthetic movoinont so adniirnbly begun in tlio Midcllo < 

Ages, but intoiTUptod by classical inlluoiicos, will form a part of Iho | 

groat work which Positivism has nndorlakon, the completion and \ 

ro-cstablishmont of tho ilodicoval stnioluro upon a fifmor inColleekml ; 

basis. And whan Art is onco restored to its proper place, il’S fuluio r 

progress will l)o unchecked, because, ns I shall now ])roeocd to show, ; 

all the inducnccs of the ftnel order, spontaneous or systematic, will : 

bo in ovory respect favourablo to it. If tliis can bo made clear, tlio * 

poetic capabilities of Positive Philosophy will rociuiro no further 
proof. 

As being tho only rallying point now possible for fixed oonvic- 
, tions, without which life can have no definite or permanent char- 


(loiiicHlic, or HDCIIII, IH !U liny inio nriiwi iH).sHibIt\ Ko umoLiojis ftrc> 
fit 8u))jcoU fur All iinlrMH Ihi^ luu ft-ll ilorply, mid iinloas Lhoy 
conio apuiilunciiiiHly to all. Wlmii Hocioty lin» no mnvkecl intol- 
IccUml or moral fiMiluic, Art, whirh in iU mirror, cnn liavo nono 
ci{)»cr. And jiltImiiKli Uio I'wlJmlii; fm-Hlly i« e« iiiimifl in us timt it 
iiaver can runmiii iiumlivit, yut its inillui-o Ih-coiiu-s in Hub cnso vaf,nio 
ami ulijtadlraH. Tlia fficl LlitJiiilnvu Ihal Vosilivism turiniunlcs llm 
UoYoluliuii liy iiiilialiiiK lli*' imivomi-tilnf or^'iuiia growth is of itself 
Oiioii[,di Id jivovd iU lifiii'llfiul hillurhiM! upim Art. 

Art, iiidt'utl, UMitld imitit hy any iiii'UhhI of ro-organization, 
wliulovor ilH nntiiri*. ^ -Hut Um priimiplo on whicli PositiviHin pro- 
posofl to ri'Ciiiintnmt in jK'onliarly fiivounililo to ils groivD). Tlio 
opiiiiuiiM and Iho modi-H of lifo to wlilrli Uml princijilo couduots 
arc imtciHi’ly ihoao wliiidi aro imwl I'HHioilinl Ui osLliotio devolojimont. 

A immi (!HLlH'liD ayHimu cimuot iiu inmgim-d limn one whicli lonchos 
tliat Pooling is ihi' haniN on whioh llm unity of lunmm imturo rests 5 
find whicli imigim ii-w tlm gmnd ohji-ct of imm’« (ixialoiicd, {irogioas 
In every dirooliiin, Imt cMpiTially moral jnngiuHs. It may seem 
at llrst «H if Urn Iniidoni'.y of Llm imw jiliihwopliy wna inoroly to 
uinko iiH iiiDri) ayolciimtic. Ami Hyslunmlization is aaRurcdly iadis- 
jicnsiiblo , hut t!u> Holii olijoat i»C it ia to inr.ivaKt» our Hympathy mid 
our syjmrgia mdivil.y hy sapplyhig tliat lixiCy of principle wliicii 
fllono can lead In ciioigiitie pmalico. Jly Iwiclung Ihnt the highest 
Imppinosa ia to aid in tlm ImpjiiiU'HH of ulliom, Positivism invites 
the poet Id liiu nubh'Hl functiun, llio uuUuroof generous syinpathics, 
a suincct far niDiu [iDuliu llmii lliu iinnsionn of luilred and oppression 
wiiicii hitherto have hceu lifu onliimry tliuino. A system which 
tegurds Huch enlLiim im the highost nhjuot ciinnot fail to incovnorato 
Pwotry as om of its essonl iid {•lomcnbi, uml lo give to it a far higher 
position Hum it him nvm' Imld lioforo. Seionco, although it bo the 
source from which the J’oHillvo Rj'BUmi onmimtos, will bo reslrictcd 
to its proper fuiictiDii of Hnpjdying Um objoclivo basis for human 
provision ; tlnm giving to Art ami IiuluBlry, which must always bo 
tlio principal uhjeotti of our iiltoiitioii, llio foundation tiioy require. 
Posltivisin, HubHlituthig in oveiy Riibjeut llio rolativo jiointof view 
for tlio absututu, regarding; that Ih, overy aulijoct in its relation to 
nunianity, would nut proammlu Iho study of tlio Trim hoyoiid what 
is rccpiircd for the doveloimmnk of Uio (loud mid the Boauliful. 
Beyond this point, Hciciitiflo oultiH'O is n usolcss oxponditiu'o of 
llmo, mid u diversion from Iho great oiwl for which Man oud Society 


nvflilablo ia thia inUucnco of tUo ]k'uuU{v\l on U\o True in lUo i 

liigbcat subjects, thoso which divefitly conciu-ii Jfniiianity. i 

Jliiuito accuvney boiiig Ijcm more difficult and at the same tiiiio loss 
important, jnoro room is left for csUiotio considoiMtiona. In ropro- 
senting tho gi’cat historical types, for inataiuti;, Art haa its place ns j 

well as Scionco. A society winch dovotaa all its powera to making ' 

•every aspect of life ns irorfcct ns possiblu, will naturally give ; 

prcforonco to that kind of inlelleoUial culLuro which is of all otliora ^ 

tho host calculntml to heighten onr roiiho of jiKvfor.tion. 
rrom-niooiiiK tendency of Positivism to favour thoso the most 

injiiieiito o" onoigctic of out intollcctual faciiltios ami Uio moat ^ 
El iiwu oil. closely rolatctl to oui* moral nature, is ajjpavont 
throughout its oducntionnl aystom. Tlio roaihu- will luivo soon in 
tho tliird chapter that in J’ositivc education iiinro importance is 
attached to Art Ihnn to Seionce, as tho true llicory of luunnn 
development requires. Science iulcrvcnos only Lu j)nl into systC' 
malic shape what Art, opewting under tho diroot inlluonco of ? 
alfcction, has sponlanconaly begun. As in tlio bistoiy of mankind 
esthetic development proccdotl acienUffc dovolopmont, so it will be ^ 
witli tho individual, whoso education on tho Positive method is but | 

a reproduction of tho oducation of tho raco. Tho only rational ‘ 

principio of our absurd oloaaicnl aystom is its supposed tomloncy to 
eucourago pootical training. Tho futility, howovor, of this profes- 
sion is but too evident: tho usual result of tho system being to 
implant orronooua notions of all tho lino arts, if not uttor clislnsto - 
for them. A atriking illuatmtion of its worthlossnoss is tho i 
idolatry vi\\h which for a whole cmvUuy onv PioncK pedants * 
regarded Boiloau; a moat akilful vorsiliov, but nf all our poets 
perhaps tho least giftod with true pootio fooling. Positivist ; 
education will offect what classical education lias atlomptod so ‘ 
imperfectly. It will faniiliariao the humblest working man or ; 
woman from childhood wiUi all tho boautios of tho best poets ; not ; 
thoso of his own nation merely, but of all tho \Vo8t. To sociiro the 
gonuinoncss and oflloienoy of oaLliotic dovolopmont, attention must : 
first ho given to Uro poets who depict onr o^vn niodom aocioty. ■ 
Afterwards, as I have said, Uio young Positivist will bo advised to 


intensity. TIihh tlio conloiiiiilntioii niul meditation eiiggcetod by 
Alt, ])08i(lo8 llii'ir own iiiti'in«io clmnn, will iiroparo tlio wny for 
tlio oxcicifio f)! Kimiliu- fncullios in Scioiico. Vor with tlio iudivi- 
diifil, ns witli tlu' tho ccHiibinntioii of images will assist the 

combination of Higim : Higna in their origin being images which 
Imvo lost thoir vividnosn. 7 \h tho «phero of Art iiichulcs ovoiy 
siibjcol of Inimiin intnrcHl:, wo hIihII become familiarised, dining tho 
ostliotic pci’ind of cdiii'iiliun, with tlio prineiiMil cnncoplions that are 
nftorwimla to bo brought liof.mi m flyHioniatically in tho sciontific 
period. ICsimoinUy will thin Iw true of historical studios. By tlio 
time limt tlio inijiil nnlorfl npoii thom, ho will bo already familiar 
witli pootic (hiHoriptiiinH of tho various social phases, and of tlio raon 
wlio played a Imuling part in tlinin. 

And if Art iw of mioli imporUinco in Iho (Hlucaliou nouiion of 
ol tho young, it in no hm impmrlant in the allorwork Avt io iicii- 
of education j tho win k of recalling men or olassos of 
men to tlioRo bigli feelings and ]>rtiicipIoB which, in tho daily 
business of life, are ho aiit to Ijo forgoUon. In the soloinnities, 
private or imblio, ajipointud for this purposo. Positivism will roly 
far more on iuvpvcRttiouK auoK m poolry can inspivo, than on 
scientific oxplanalionK. Indoml tho propondoranco of Avt over 
Science M’ill bo Htill greater tlmn in iMucation properly so called. 
The scicntiflo bnftiH of liinniiu conduct having been already laid 
down, it will not bo necoRHiiry to do inoro than wfor to it. Tho 
pliilosopliio prioHthood will in lids case bo loss oconpiod with now 
concoptions, than witli Uio enforcomonl of truth afrondy known, 
which domaiulH oHlliotio raUior than soiontino talent. 

A vague proflontiniout of Llm proper funolion of Art in rogulaling 
public fofllivalH was ahown oiiipiricully by the Bovolulionists. 
But all thoir iilloin[)ta in tliis direction proved notorious failuvos ; a 
signal proof tliat politioiauB Blumld not usurp tho odlco of spiritual 
guides. 'J’lio inltmlion of a fosUval is to give public oxprossion to 
deep and gomiino fooling ; Hpontanoousnoss thoroforo is its first 
condition. Ifoinio it Ih a lunllor with wldcli political rulers aro 


name 5 nor can wo liavo them until Positivism has booomo 
gonoiully accoptocl. All Lliat govornnionta could do at present is to 
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exhibit uninonning and undignirtad bUows hofoio discovdnnt eiowda, 
wlio mo tliomsolvos tho only spoclnolo worth boholdiug. Iiidocil 
tlio usiupatioji of this function by govoiiiinoiiL is iu iimny casos as 
tyranniod as it is ivrntional ; fttbiUavy foviuwlos avo ofton imposed, 
wliicli answer to no pro-oxisting fouling wlmtuvor, Kviclontly tho 
ilii'Ofition of festivals is n function which nioro limn any other ' 
belongs oxolnsivoly to tJio spiritual power, fiiiico it is Uio 8])iriiual ■ 
power wliich regulates tho lomloJicios of wliicli Iboso festivals aio 
tho mamCcstation. Iloro its work is osHoutmlly oathoUo. A fes- 
tival oven in private, and still more in imblio life, is or sliould bo a 
work of art j its purpose being to express certain feelings by voice 
or gesluvo, and to idealiso them. It is Lbo most oslbetio of all ' 
functions, sinco it involves usually a complete combiimtion of the 
four special arts, under the prcsidenco of the priiimry art, Poetry. * 
On Uiis ground govornnionts Imvo in most oases been willing to ■ 
waive their ofTicial authority in Lliia matter, and to bo largely guided 
by avtiatio counsel, accepting OYm\ tho atlvico of painlers and 
sculptors in tho default of poets of real merit. ; 

The csthotio tciidoncios of Positivism, with regard to institutions ‘ 
of tliis kind, aro suflicionlly ovidoiit in tho worship of W^oman, i 
spoken of in the preceding chapter, and iu Llio worship of IIu- 
luftuily, of which I sliallaiieak more particularly aCLurwavds. l^om 
those, indeed, most Positivist festivals, {irivate or public, will 
originate. But this subject Ims boon alroa{ly hroaelied, and will bo 
disoussod in tho next diaplov with as much detail as the limits of 
Ibis introductory work allow. 

Wliilo tho social valuo of Art is thus onliancod by tho import- 
ance of tho work assignocl to it, now and extensive fiohls for its 
operation oi>oned out by Positivism. CliioE nmoiigat Uioso is 
lliatory, vcgavtled as a continuous wholo j a domain at prosonl 
almost untouched. 

idoftiiMtion Modern poets, finding little to inspire them iu Llicir 
of hiBioiicai own limes, and driven back into ancient life by tho 
classical system, Imvo akoady idealised some of the 
past phases of Ilumanity. Our groat Coruoille, for iustauco, is 
principally romomborod for tho series of drnnms in wliicli ho lias bo 
admirably depicted various pcriotls of Homan history. In our own 
times wlroro tiro historical spirit has bocomo stronger, novelists, like 
Scott arid Manzoni, havo mode similar thouch less perfect attorapls 
to idealize lator periods. Sudi examples, however, aro hut spon- 
taiioous and imporfoot uidications of the now fiold which Positivisni 
now offers to tho artist; a field wliicli extends over tho whole 
iQgiou of tho Past and oven of tlio Futuro. Until this vast duinam 


CIUI-. V.J TllH lUCl.ATluN OV IHHilTlVlsn TO ART. 

liad boon concoivod of ns n wholo by tho pliiloaophor, it would have 
Ijccn iiiipimiblo lo bvini^ it ^s'UhiIl Iho compass of pootry. Now 
llicologicul nud niotiipliyHicid iiliiloftnpliora wore provonlcd by tho 
ftbsoluLo spirit of thoir docUinoa from imdcrsUmdiug history in all 
iU jdmBCH, and woin lolully hmapablo of idealizing thorn as tlioy 
(losci'vod. Ih'BitiviHin, on Urn conlniry, is always i-eklivoj and its 
j)nncii»ul foiitiuo in u theory of history wiiicli ennblea us to appre- 
ciftlo and buconiu familinr with overy mode in which human society 
Ims formed itaelf. Wo Hiimenj MonoliiniHt can nnderslnml and 
roprosent with fnlrnoHH Uin iifo of roIythciaU or I'olichisls. But 
t!io Posilivial pout, nemiHlomcd lo look niwn all past historical 
sliigcfl ill their proper niiiitioii, will Iwnhlo so thoroughly to identify 
liiiitaolf with nil, ns to awaken our Hyni|Milliic 8 for them, and revive 
llio Inna’S whieli emdi iiuUvhlunl nmy recogniso of corresponding 
pliiisiia in his own liinLory. 'num wo hIiuII be ablo thoroughly to 
Ollier into the (’Hlholie. beauty iif llm I’ngan citjods of Grccco and 
lloiiie, wiUnml any of Uin m-.ruplua which Chriallaus could not but 
fool when enKaged oil the Hiumi mihjaet. In Iho Art of tlio Future 
all pliases of llio I’jihI will lio rowillcd lo lifo with tho same dislincl- 
J1C83 willi which aoniu c»f llicsin hiivo Won already idealized by 
Ilomor and l.'onioiilo. 7 \iid tho vnluo of this now source of 
inspiration is lliii gn’aler (hat, nt Ihu naino liino that it is being 
opened out to the iuUhI, lh« public ia lioing prepared for ita enjoy- 
ment. An almost exhiuiHlieHH mwicH of Imunliful creations in opie 
or clraiimlui art may bn prodneed, whiuli, by rondering it more easy 
to coinpiehoiid and to glorify Iho i’lwl in all lls phtiHCS, will form 
auossciitiul element, on thu tmo )mnd, of oiir educational systoui, 
and on thu othur, of tlin woi-Hliip of Uuinmiity. 

Liislly, not only will Urn iiuhl for Art becomo wWor, 
butite orgaiiH will ho men of ft higlior aUmp. 'iho o'ScniiiSMt 
prosoiit ayatem, In whiuli thn arU nro ouUlvatod hy iiuio fii-onini 
spocinl classes, must bn aboliabml, ns being wholly nlion 
to that ayntliotio npirit which olwaya chamcteims tho liighosL 
poetic goniuH. 

hcoi Lahmt for Art cannot faillo lio enllcil out by the oducalional 
system of L’lmitiviam, which, tlimigh intended for the working 
olasBoa, is wpndly iipplicalile to nil othom. dVo con only idealize 
and portray wlml haa becuiiio fiuiiiliar tonaj conHcipicntly pootry 
jins alwiiya rriflUid upon soiiin Hyalpm of iHdiof, cnpablo of giving a 
flxod clireuLiou lo our IhoiighU nml fcolinga Tho greatest poets, 
from Homov lo Corimille, have nlwaya rntticipnlcvl hugely in tho 
best education of which thoir limes nilniiUod. The artist must 
hiivo oloav ooncupliujm boforo Im enn oxhibU true pictures, liven 



Cflll UO CUIICU so, UUIIbIKlO iHlHCijr ill i/uo iiiiviiu mi ua- 

jjR'Ssioii, and ifl equally iigurioua to Ihoir iiitollfcl and llioir honrt, 
Iticompaliblo with (loop conviclinn of any kind, wliilc giving 
niccliunicnl skill in Ilia Icchnicnl dejiai'lincnL of Ail, H iinimiis llie 
far movo impoitaul faculty of ulenliziiiion. IToiico it is Unit wo oio 
lit pTORcnt so doplovaWy ovpv-slockcd wilU verse- wakevH and Ulevavy 
men, wlio mo wholly devoid of real poetic foolinp, and mo fit for 
nothing but to disturb eocioty by their rockloss ainbilioii. Aa for 
Iho four aiiocial arts, Uio training for ihoiii at iircsont given, being 
still nioro leeliiiical, is oven iiioi-o liurtful in every rospoct to tlio 
atudont whoso odiicnlion dooa not oxtoiid hoyoiul it. On every 
ground, thou, artists of wliatovor kind should begin their career 
witli thosanio cduciitioii as the rest of society. 'J'ho ncco.saiiy for 
such an education in the case of wonioii has hcon already rocog- 
nisod ; and it is certainly not loss dcsirablo for artists and poets. 

Indeed, so csthclio is the spirit of l^ositivo education, that no 
spociol tvainiug for Art will be wccdotl, except that which is given 
spontaneously by practice. Thoro is no olhor inofcasiou wliich 
roquiros so litilo direct instruction j the tendency of it in Art being 
to destroy originality, and to stiflo the iiro of genius svith technical 
erudition. Even for the special arts no iirofossional education ia 
needed. These, like induslrial arts, should bo acquired by careful 
jivactico inidov the guidance of good luaslers. Tlio notorious faihiro 
of public iusiitulions cstablislicd for tlio imrposo of forming 
imisicinns and imintors, makes it unnecessary to dwell fuillior u]ion 
this point. Not to speak of their injurious cfroct.s upon chnincler, 
they ate a positive iinpcdiniont to true genius. Poets and artists, 
then, require no education heyond that which ia given to Uio public, 
whoso tlioughls and emotions it is their ofTico to represent. Its 
want of speciality makes it all the more fit to develop and bring 
forward real talent. It will strongtiien the love of all the fino arts 
simultaneously; for the coiincctiou between thorn is so intimate 
that llioso who make it a boast Uiat their talent is for oiio of thorn, 
exclusively will bo strongly suspccled of having no real vocation for 
any. All the greatest maslora, modern no loss tlian aiicioni, hnvo 
shown tliis univoraality of taste. Its absence in the present day is bub 
a fresh proof that ostliolio gmiius does not and cannot exist in timea 
like these, when Art has no social purpose and rests on no philo- 





PosiliviHiii nil'll, wimi! II ])minuU(Uy ostliotio 

anirit inlo I'lliH'iiliou, would Hiipprcas «11 epecial oImh wiii'uia^ 

8cliool9 of Art ou llic' Ki'imn.l Unit tlmy iiniiodo i(s Iruo 
firowtli, and Hiinply jirnmnUi Iho miacoHa of iiHuliocri- ni'p^i'Hob- 
tiea. Wlioii lliia prim'ipl.i Ih wimM out to its full 
lon«tli, wo Hlinll no loiiKor liavo any spocml clnsa of 
ftrllrtlH. Tlia onlturo of Art, oHpooinlly of poetry, will bo a apoii- 
tniiGoiia luldiliori lii Uio finir.tionH of Iho tlirco clasaos wliioh 
conatiluli) llm mortil pnwor of Kooiuty. 

UiiiliT Lliornimc-y, Llio Hynl(‘m iiy which tlio ovohiLion of Imnum 
society was iiiiiUHiinUnl, Iho apiMaihiUvci pIiwh ahsorhod all functions 
except tlioan nOiUliiK t" Urn cimiinim hiiRiiinss nf life. No distinc- 
tion was inado ItoUvoon cnLliotir. luid ncionUfio tnlont. Tltciv 
Bflpnrfttioii look phint nfliu'wimlH : and tlumgh it wns indisponsahto 
to the full (liwi'Kipiiii'iit of holli, y«t it fonnH no park of tho 
ponnaiicnk ordor of wuuoly, in wliioli Ihu only woll-nmrkod division 
is lliiit hntwi'on Tlii'my ami IVuolum. Dllinmlfily nil thcoroUo 
ffioultica will Im ll^{ai^l cnmhinwl ovoii inciro closely klmn in prhmtivo 
tinioa, So loiiK nu they am diRporawl, tlioir full inlluonco on 
pmcticid )ifu cannot ho vi'aUwKl. Djily it was noccssavy that Ihoy 
ehoiild roniaiii (liM[icrHod until each cuiiHtiluonl olomonklmd attained 
ft flnfficiont (1 (‘k>'uo of diwolfipinonU Kor this piclhninavy growth 
the long period of thno that hnn ohiixiod nmeo Iho docUno o! 
IhoociAcy wftH nc’Cf’HHnry. Art dnlacliod itself from klio thoorotloal 
system boforo Heiom-o, hmumnn its nrogroM was inoro mpid, and 
from its nnluro it wjw mom indojipndcnt. Tho prioalhood had lost 
iU hold of Ark, as far hack an Ihn limo of Xromci'i but it still 
oontin\iod to ha tha ilapoailavy of scionco, tinlil ik was supovsedod 
at flrat by ])hUofloplu»rH Hlrinlly im pAllod, nflorwnrds hy mathomo- 
ticinns and antronomi'm. Ho it wns that AH flrat, and subsoquontly 
Soioiioo, yiuldod to Ihn apncinllxing Ryslom whicli, though normal 
for Industry, la in tht ir cnao ahnormtd. It alimulrtled Uio growth 
of our fliiuculativo fimultioa at Urn llinn of tlioir cacapu from the yoke 
<)f thoooracy : hut now that tho nooil for it no longer exists, it is 
tho principal ohaUichi to Dm IIua) order, towards which all kholr 
iMirtifd (lovolopmouts have hemn Imuliiig. To rocombino' theso 
^oclftl elomentfl on now pvinciploa w at pwaont tlio primary oondi- 
iion of social rogonoratlon. 

looking at tlio two onsontial funotlond of Iho spirltihal' power, 
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education and counsel, it is not ditTicult to roo that what llioy 
rcquiio is a eombmntion ol pooUc Ieoliu )4 with scicntiiie insight. 
Wo look for a mensuro of Imtb thoso qimlilics in tlio puhlic ; llioio. 
fore moil who aro dovolcl of oilliov of tliom cannot ho lit to bo its 
8])iiitual gnules. That they Inko Oio iinino of jiliiloHophora in 
jircfeicnco to that of pools, is boenuso their oidinnvy duLii’s mo more 
connected with Scienco limn with i\vt; but they ought to bo 
equally inlcrcslcd in both. Scicnco requivea Ryalcnuitic leaching, 
whoions Art is cultivated siwiilniicoualy, with the exception of tlio 
Icclinical branches of the special ails. It nuiat bo renicinbered that 
the higlioat esthetic fimctious am not bucIi aa can bo performed 
continuously. It is only works of rave oxcidlcnco which aro iu the 
highest sonso useful: tlieso, once pioiluecd, aiipidy an uiifniling 
goiu'co of idealimlioii aiul exprcaaion for our ouioLiuna, whether in 
public or in private. It is enough, if tlio inlovinuli’r of tlioso works 
and his audicuco have been so oducatoil as to apprecialo wlmt is 
jicrfcct, and reject mcdioci-ity. Or^iiim of umtRual power will luieo 
occasionally, as in former limes, from all Roctioiia of socioty, wliou- 
ovcv tlio need of rcprcsonling now omoLions may ho felt. Jlut they 
will come mote frequently from tlio philosupliio clnaR, in whoso 
clmvactor, when it is fully developed, Sympathy will bo as pronib 
iiont a feature as System. 

idoiiiiiy of There is, in truth, no organic dislinotion between 
aoioiuino 'go- seiontillo and jrootio gonius. Tho dilfmonco lies ineioly 
niiiB. in thoir combinations of thought, whicli aro concroto 

and ideal in tho one ease, abstract and roal iu the oilier, both 
employ analysis at starting ; both alike aim ultimately at synthesis. 
Tho erroneous belief in their incompatibility procecils merely from 
tho absoluto spirit of motaphysical jihilosophy, which bo often leads 
U8 to mistako a tiausilory phase for tho pormanoiit order. If it is 
tho fact, as appears, tliat they have uovor been actually combiuod 
in tho same person, it is merely because tho two fimctious cannot 
bo called into action at tho same momont. A state of socioty that 
calls for great philosophical oflbrts cannot bo favourablo to jiootiy, 
bocauso it involves anew olaboration of (list iirincijiles ; audit is 
essontial to Art tliat IhcBO should have been nlveady fixed. This is 
the roaaou why in history wo find periods of esthetio growth 
succeeding periods of great philosophical chango, but never co- 
existing. If wo look at inslaucca of groat minds who wore never 
able to find thoir proiiov siihoro, wo see at once that had tlioy risen 
at some other Umo, tlioy might Imvo cultivated either poetry or 
philosopliy, as the case might bo, with equal success. Diderot 
would no doubi have boon a great poet in a time more favourablo 
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tofirt; mul Oiii’.Um, xmXvv dirfovont political influoiicca, inifjht Imvo 
Ijconan onn'iiont ])ltil(moplu!r. All scioiiliflc discovovet-s in Avliom 
tlio imliiclivo faculty Ima licmi «iurc» octivo than tho deductive, have 
given niftiiifcHt pronf of poetic capacity. 'Wliothor the i)owor8 of 
invention tiiko an tiliHlrind or a concrolo diroction, whether limy arc 
employed in diwovcriiiK trvith or in idealizing it, tho covobral func- 
tion is nlwayn oHw'iitidlly llm Himio. Th« diObrenco is nicroly in tho 
objects ainuid at; iiinl hh tliesc attoninlo according to tho olrcnm- 
8t«iiceHofll»oUnM’, thi'y cannot IjoUj iMipurouw! siJiiuUnnooiisly. Tfio 
roinnrlcalily Hynlhclic cliavaclcrof IhiUhn’R goiiiiw may bo looked on 
liistoricnlly im an iin*lain’.o of fuwhm of tho Bcientific and osthetio 
epirib. llnsHuct in cvini n mom alvikhig iiwtauco of a mind efiunlly 
capable of tli<' dci'pi’Ht pliibmophy and cif llio anhlhncst pootry, had 
tho oivcmiiHLunei's of liin life givtm him n more doflnilo iinpuleo in 
either direction. 

It is tlii'U not niircaHomililo to expect, noUvithslancling tho 
opinion UHUidly iiiainlaiiu'.il, tlmt tlm pluloBophical clasa will furnish 
poolfl of llm liiglic'd nink wlimi tlm liiim calls for Uioni. To pass 
from ftcioiililin tlionglit to cHtlmlm tlnnight will not bo difficult for 
minds nf tlm order; for jn anc)) inlmls thoro is always a 

nnluvnl incliimlioii LownriU tlm work which iBinostuigoiitly required 
by their age. To meet llm lochtucnl comlitiniiR of tho arts of sound 
and form, it will he ni‘i;e»H»iy let provide a fow apncinl mastors, 
who, ill coiiHidenilion of dm tmportniico of their acrvicos to general 
education, will he looked upon hk ucccKsory innmbora of the now 
spiritiKd power. Hut ov<ui Imre Urn tmidomiy to Bpecialitios will bo 
inatorially rostricled. 'I'liin oxcoplimml imition will only bo given 
to inon of sulllcieiil estludie power to appreuinto nil tho nnoarts; 
and tlioy slioulil lie eapnhio uf pmctisiiig at least tlio throe arts 
of form siinullancmuHly, ok was uouu hy XuHan painters in tho 
sixteenth century. 

As ail milimiiy rule, it is only l»y thoir approciation and power of 
explaining ideal Art in idl iU forms that our pliilosophors will ox- 
hiliit thoir eHtlmlio fimuliy. '.I’lmy will not ho actively engaged in 
oatliotlc funodoiiK, e.Vftepl in dm armitgctnent of public festivals. 
But M’lieii Urn (’.irminmtnni'eH of tho timuaro such ns to call for groat 
onio or druimilm workH, wliich iiiip]ii« Iho ahaoncoof any philoso- 
phical quustion of dm (ii'Ht imimrlanco, tho most poworful minds 
among llioiii will (icu'onm pools in tho common aonso of tho word. 
As Uio work of (!<i ordination and that of Idonllzalion Avill for tho 
futiiro alLcrimta with greater mpidjty, wo might concoivo thorn, wore 
man's lifu longer, jiei fnrmed hy tho «amo organ, iiut tho sliortnosa 
of life, and tho jmeeKHitynf youtliful vigour for all groat undot- 
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takings, oxcluclos this hypollicsis. I only niontlon it to illusLinto 
t\io radical identity oi two forms of inculal activity which avo oilon 
supposed inconijmtiblo. 

Women's An additional proof of tho cstholio cni)acily of tlio 
pooiry. moderating power in works of loss dilliciilty, but ad- 
mitting of greater fracincncy, will bo furnished by iu feminino 
cloniont. In tlio speeiiil oris, or at least in thu iirla of form, lait 
little can bo ox|)eclod of tliom, bccuuso tlioso deinaml more leelmieal 
kuowlo.dgo than tlwy can well acquico, and, moreovor, tho slow pro- 
cess of training would spoil llm sponlaneouHiiesg wliicli is r^o ndniir- 
ablo in thorn. But for nil imjoUc composition which dors not 
loquivo intense or prolonged elToi't-, womon of goniuH nro boiler 
qualifiud than men. This they should oousiduv ns their propor 
doparlmont intolloctunlly, since their naluro in not well luliipLed 
for tho discovery of scientific tmtli. AVlKtu women luivu become 
more systoinatically associated wiUi tho general imivemeiit of sticiely 
under tho influence of tlio now systoin of education, tlit.y will do 
much to olovato tliat class of pooiry wliicb rclales to piu-aonal feel- 
ings and to domestic life. Women nro already bolter judges of 
such poetry than wen ; aiul thoro is no reasuti why they Hlumld not 
oxcol tliom in composing it. lujr llm power of aiipreciating and 
that of producing are in reality identical j Iho diiroreucti is in degreo 
only, and it dopcmls greatly upon culturo. Tlio only kind of com- 
position wliieli soonis to mo to bo beyond their iiowers m opio or 
dramatic poetry in which public life is dopictod. Ihit in all its 
othor branchos, pootvy would soom thoir natural field of study ; 
and ono which, rcgnixlcd always as an oxcoptiomil occupation, is 
quito in keeping with tho soda! duties assignod to lliem. Tho 
all'octions of our homo life cannot bo bettor pnrlrayod tliau by Ihoao 
in wliom they are found in their purest form, and who, without 
tvniuiug, couibino talent ond expression willi the Uuuleuey to 
idoalizo. Under a more perfect organization, tlion, of tliu cstholio 
world than prevails at ptescnl, tiro largov jiortion of ptioUcal and 
perhaps also of musical productions, will pass into tho liamlB of tho 
more loving sex. Tho advantage of this will bo that llio poetry of 
private life will Uion rise to that high standard of inornl purity of 
which it so pocuHnrly admits, but which our coarsor sox can novor 
attain without struggles which Injuro its spontaneity. '.I'iio simple 
graco of Lafontaine and tho doliento swcotnoss of Volrarch will llion 
bo found united with deeper and pmor syinjiatbias, so as to raise 
lyrical pootvy to a degree of porfeolion that lias nover yet been 
attained. 


vi tue rei.ation ofr* posmviSM to art ‘)31 

“Xho populixv olcniont of tl\c spiritual power has not I’a^iiWa 
well niai'kecl an aptitiule for art, since the active 

of tlicir oceaj)atiou3 hanlly admits of the ssiiio degreo of 
tollcctiifll life. But them is a minor class of pooms, whore oneii-y 
* f character and freedom from worldly cares are tho chief sources 
inspiration, for wliicli working men are better adapted than 
'^omen, and far moro so Uian philosophers. ‘When Positivist edu- 
ction has o.’clcndod siitftcmntly to tho People of tho Wost, pootfi 
jici musicians will spontnimcinsly ariso, as in many cases they have 
Already risen, to give expression to its own special aspirations. 
Tjiifc iiidopendonlly of what nuiy bo dno to individual efforts, the 
X^ooplo as a whole has an indiroct but most important iiilluenco 
„poii tlio Progress of Art, from tho fact of being tho principal 
gOUTce of language. 

Snell, then, is tho position which Art will finally assume in tho 
j>ositivo systoin. Thoro will bo no class at at prtBont, exclusively 
J.ovotcd to it, with tho o.xcnption of a few special masters. But 
there will bo a goneral education, enabling every class to appreciate 
all t)m modes of idealization, and oncoiiraging their culture among the 
three clomonts which constitnto tho moral force of society and which 
aro excluded from political govornmont. Among these thoro will 
ho ft division of cstliotio lahouv. .Poetry descriptivo of public life 
\viU emanate from tho philosophic class. Tho poetry of personal or 
tloiTiestio life will bo written by women or working men, according 
as affection or energy may bo tho source of inspiration. Thus the 
form of inontal activity most appropriate to Humanity will bo moro 
specjnlly dovolopod among thoso classes in which the various features 
of our naturo aro most prominently exhibited. The only classes wlio 
cannot participato in this pleasant task are those whose life is occu- 
pied by considerations of power or wealth, and whoso cujoyinont 
of Art, tliongh lioightoncd by the odncalion which they in common 
with otliors ^vill rocoivo, must romaiii essentially passive. Our 
idealizing powers will hencoforth bo directly concentrated on 
a •work of tho highest social importance, tho purification of our 
nroral naturo. Tho sjxicialiiy by which so mneJi of tho natural 
chnrm of Art was lost will coaso, ai»d tho moral dangera of a life 
Csxclusivoly devoted to tho faculty of oxpre^ion, will exist no 
longer. 

1 havo now shown the position which Art will vaUiooUrt 
occupy in tho social aystoni as finally constituted. I 
liavo yet to speak of its iufluonco in tlio actual raovo- 
montof I'ogonoration which Positivism is inaugurating. Wo bavo 
already soon tlmt oacJi of tho tJireo classes who participate in this 
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iiiovoinciit, assumes functions similui' to tlioso for wliicli it is ulti- 
mately destined; yicvCormiug them in a moro aticnuoua, though lees 
methodic way. This is obviously truo of tlio jiliilofioj)hic class who 
lioad liio uiovonioiit; nor is it le«i truo of tho inololarinto, from 
whom it dorivos its vigour, or of womou, whoso support gives it a 
jiioral sanction. It is, thoroforo, at first sight probiilfiy llmt tlio 
samo will hohl good of tho cstUotic conditions which aro necessary 
to tho complotonoss of those throo functions of llio social organism. 
On cloaur examination wo slmll find that this is tlio caso. 

Cmiftivucuon TUo priuciiwl fuiicUon of Art is to consLiuct typos ou 
ofnonnai w- tho bosis furiiishoil by Scioiico. Now this is ju'cciaoly 
i^tsfm-iiishea what is roqiiired for inaugurating tlio now social system, 
by i,biio:.opiiy. ] lowovor ^mrfoclly its lust \>vmciplea may ho olahoralcd 
by tbiulcors, they will still bo not aunicionlly deiiniU for Lho prac- 
tical result. Systomntic study of tho I’ast can only rovoiil tho FuLuro 
ill gonoral oiiUiuc. Even in tho siinplor sciences perfucL distiuotneas 
is iiupossiblo without ovorstopping the limits of actual proof. Still 
moro, thoroforo, in Sociology will tho concluHioiis of Scionco fall 
always far short of that dogreo of precision and cloarness, without 
wliicli no principle can bo thoroughly popiihiriHod. ]5ut at tho 
point whoi-o Ehiloaophy must always leave a void, roeivy slops in 
and stinniliitcs to practical notion. Tn tlio onrly periods of Poly- 
theism, Pootry repaired tho doCocts of tho systom viewed dogma- 
tically. Its vnluo will Ijoovongrcalor in idealizing a syslem founded, 
not upon imagiimtiop, hut upon obsorvation of fact. In lho next 
cliaptor I Bliall dwell at groiitor longth on tho service which Poetry 
will rondor in roprosenting tho central conception of Positivism. It 
will bo easy to apply tlio samo principlo to oLhor eases. 

Ukiiircfl of efibrta to accoiuplisli this object, the Positivist 

tlio I'Utmo of pool will naturally b<i led to form iwophoUc iiicturcs of 
tho regononilion of Man, viowod in ovory aspect that 
admits of hoing uloally represented. And this is lho second ser- 
vice whioh Ai't will rendor to tho cause of social renovation ; or 
rather it is an oxlonsion of lho first. Systematic formation 
of Utopias will in fact beoomo liabiLual; on lho distinct undor- 
standing that, as in ovory oilier branch of nrk, tlio ideal shall bo 
kept in subordination to lho real. Tho unlimitod licoimo which is 
apparoutly given to Utopias by tho unsoltlcd oliaraotor of the time 
is in reality a liar to llioir pmotical infiuoneo, since oven the wildest 
dreamers slivink from extravagance that ovovslops tho ordinary con- 
ditions of mental sanity. But when it is once underHtood that llio 
sphere of Imagination is simply that of explaining and giving life 
to tho conclusions of Reason, lho sovorost tliinkors will welcome its 
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eorvico in louiliiiK Uf ihihiIc trf llm lownrtls Uio iionnnl slate. 
Encli of tlin fivo iihuU-h nf Ail iimy pnrliciiHilo in Uiifi salnfavy 
juHucncnj oach in iln own way nmy f{ivo a forelniile of llm IjoaiUy 
rtiul gioalm'KH of Iho now iifo (Iml U now ofTtired lo llic imlividiml, 
to tbo family, nml to Hooicly. 

Fi'om this Hi'coml inoiln in wliioli Art awsislfl Lho 
groat work of ri-<'niintiui‘li(m wn imlurully in a 
third, wliifli tiL Dm jncHcnt limn in of oijiml iinjHirlaneo. To 
reinovo llm Hpcll ninlor wlindi llm ^Ynrtl^•rn naliona are atill liliinbd 
to tlio F'lit'iro l»y Dm niiiiH of Dm Pnat, all tlmt la necessary 

is lo liriiift ‘•om|iiiri«'iii wjUi Dm proplmtic |)ii;Lnro8 

of wliicli wo Imvi' 1 HpfiikhiK* Hiinm Dm ilncHim of Calliolicisni. 

in llio fourlcmilli rmiVury, Art lias uxliiltiliHl ii criDcal spiiil aliou lo 
its true imtur'', wlimli in c'HHi<ntiiilly nyiiDmtin. llonccforlh it is to 
bo cniistrimlivn rutlmr Dmii iTilini) ; yot lliia i« not inc<iin|iatiblo 
with tlio Hrcniiilnry olijiml nf cmilniuliiig ngniiml opinions, ami alill 
moro iiKAinat nimli's of Iifo, wliirU miglit lo Imvo mm\ nut villi llio 
Cnllmlii’. HyHit'ui, or willi Dm mvolullnimry )>nrio<l wliieli followed 
it. ])ut rcMislaiii.n Ui aonm of llm immt iti'ojjIy.rooU'd oirors of the 
I’lwt will imt inli-rfi'ro willi llm Inrgnr puriioKo of 1‘oHiliviHt y\rU 
No direct crilicinni will Im mmilril. ^YlmVlll>r ngmiint lliooloHlcfil 
or ogniiml nmtajdiyHieai dognuiM, nrgunmnl In hoiicofniili nnoilloss, 
ovon ill a pliilimnnliioal IreatiHo, ntucli nmri ' ro in jioctry. All llint 
is nccdiiil is sinijim eontiasl. wlilidt in iiioRtcnflos would bo implied 
rallior tlmn oxpreurtod, of Dm ]iTnmlmo of and CnthoU* 

cisni in ndeiviien to hiinilar Konial and mom) pmblonis. Tim seionti* 
fill basis of Hindi ii contraHt, ia already furnifllmd ; it is for Art to do 
llio roat, siiiea llm appeal Hlnmld Im to Keeling rallier Ibau to 
Roason. At Dm eboio of Urn Innt alinnlar T nmwlionwl Dm principal 
case ill wliieli (liiH eiimparimiu wmild Imvn liReii of flovvico, llio 
introduction, nanndy, of I'oKltivlaiii In Llio two Soullmni nalioua. 
It was Dm task tlmt 1 Imd nmrknd outfonnyRninUyfellow-workoi', 
for it is one in wliitdi Dm ywDmDo powow of womou would be pecu- 
liarly avniliiblo, 

III tliis, lho tliird of iln tomjiomry funatiniia, Positivist Art 
anpvoxinmics to its norinal elinmclnr. AVo hivvo anokon of its 
kWUjation of Dm p’nluvo, lint Imro it will ideaVr/.e t.be Past also. 
Positivism caniint be ace('[il('d until it lins rondored tlio fullest and 


234 - 


A OENBBAIi VIEW OV POSITIVISM. 


[ClfAP. V. 


most scrupiiloiia jnslico to Catholicifim. Our pools, so far from 
dotiacting from tho inoml ami poliLioal worth of tlio mndimval 
system, will boghi by doing nil llio honour lo it that is coiiaiateut 
witli philoaophicnl tnitli, ns n xmdndo to Iho still higlmr beauty of tlio 
syslom whicli suporawlcs it. It will ho tho inauguratiou of tlioir 
ponnnnont olTico of restoring tho Past to )ifn. For it is equally iu 
tho iutorcst of systonmlio Uiought and of social sympathy that tho 
relation of tho Past lo tho Futnro slioidd ho deeply improssod upon 
nil. 

Put these threo stops towards tho incorporation of Art into tho 
final order, though not far distant, cannot bo takon iinniciliately. 
Thoy pvosup^wso a di^rco of intellectual pvopavalion which is not 
yot readied either by tlio piiblio or by its csthutio U-achers. Tho 
present gonorntion under which, in ]''i'nnco, tho groat rovohition is 
now peacefully ontcring upon its Bocniid phase, may diHimo l^osl- 
tivisiu largely, not moroly nmongHt qualiliod thinkers, hut among 
tho people of Paris, who nro oiUrnsled witli tho doaUnios of ^Vo8lcrll 
Euroi>c, and among woniou of noblor naluro. Tlio noxt gciiornlioii, 
growing up in tho midst of tliis movomout, may, hoforc tlio expira- 
tion of a coiiLury from Uio date of tho Convention, oomplolo 
spontaneously tho moral and immtal inauguration of tho nou' 
system, by exhibiting tho now cslholic foaturos wliich Jlumunity in 
her icgoiiorato condition will assume. 

Lot us now sum up tho conclusions of this nluipLor. Wo liavo 
found Positive Philosophy pocullarly fnvonrahlo to tho coniinnous 
dovolopmont of all tho lino arte. A doctrine which micouragos 
Iluiiiaiiity to strive for perfection of ovory kind, cininot hut foster 
and assimilate that form of inonUd aotivity by ivliich mir souse of 
porfeebiuu i.s so highly stimulated. It controls tho Ideal, iiidoud, 
by syatomatio study of tho Kenlj but only in order to fiiriiisb it 
wilb an ohjeetivo Imsis, and so to scouro its colierunuo and its moral 
value. Placed on this footing, our esthotio faculties aro bettor 
adapted than tho acionlifle, bolli lo tho naturo and range of our 
undorstandiiig, and also to that which is tho object of all intellec- 
tual olfort, tho organization of human unity, For lliuy aro more 
immediately connected with Fooling, on wliioh the unity of our 
naturo must rest. Noxt to direct culture of tho heart, it is in ideal 
Art that wo shall ftnd the best assistance in out olfortH to become 
more loving and more noble. 

Logically, Art should have a salutary Induonoo upon our iiUcnoc- 
tual faculties, because it fnmiliatiscs us from childhood with Iho 
features by which all constructive olfovts of man Hht)iiUl he charac- 
terised. Soionco lias for a long time proforrod tho unalytio method, 


iinpuinun^' u unnMiiiu iimuki-jr 1(11- iMi'ju wiiisiniciioii, All 

U8 to ImiM will! I'HVr.l Umn c-vin* «iiou Iho movo 8liil)ijoi‘n 

soil of reality. 

Oil nil Mi'numlH Art, iii tlio I’lwilivo RyHlotii, in inailo tliiv 
pi'inmry nf j^muTnl (‘>lni‘altnn. In n milwrqiinnl sla^o oilucn- 
tioii asMiimL'H ii nmiu Hi ii'iiUlia i‘lmr.ir.lur, with Uni obji'cL of Kiipplyin^ 
systoinulio jH'lidiiH t>f lli» nxlanuil worl»l JiuL iii nftw life Art 
foatiiHCH ilM in4,'iii'*! p'wilitni. Tlim Dm onlhwry fmiclioiw of tlio 
siiiritiiiil jiDWi’i’ Avill lio ralliiH- Dmn Hciunlilio. Tlin Ihiuo 

oloinonlu of ivliirli Dm uiiuUfyinK jmwiT ia womiiosuil will liccomo 
apoulnm’iniRly tlm iir}(iiiw uf iilurtlizntinn, 5 function which will 
honcofovLli mivor lu' ili«rtiioliiti‘il fnnu Dio power of philosopliio 
8yii[hfl«i»t. 

Such a niiiiliiiiriUnii linplii'H Diiil Urn iinw pIiiloRophoiH nhall havo 
a Iran haling fur all l!u> tinn iuIh In onliiinry tiums jiaasivo 
approcialiim of Ihiuii will fmlllro j 1ml 1-licro >yill occaaioimlly ho 
poiiotln whi'i'ii iihiliiaMpliiu w-hhi'h lo bo niM;i‘«aary, niul which 
cnil ratlai' fur tlm vi^nur uf lim ptHit ; iiitil iil Du'ho titnen tim inoro 
powoi'ful niiiiilM iuiii)ii|.( Ihmii Hlumhl 1 h) cii)Kt1il» of ri.aiiig tu tho 
loflieal oroiitivn I'li'nrlH. liiUbmll im Ihn coiuliUon may ho, it is 
CSflOiitinl to Ihii full ilc^inHwif ninrnl inllimnni uf which thoir olllco 
ndmila ami which ihior \v»nk li'ipiiim Tim priest of Kuinaihty 
will not havo attiiiiieil his roll iimiiHimt of miporiority over tlio priest 
of OuO, until, with tho t>iU>lli‘ul of lliu I'liitosuphur, lio combines 
tlio oullmHiaaiii of tho l'iii!l, im wull na llio lomlorness of AVoiunn, 
and tho Veuplo'M onor^y. 
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CONCLUSION. THIS UliLIOION OF HUMANITY. 


RecftrJink- ^ OUT pviiiciplo ; Oidfiv om- Lnsia j tind 

tioii nf ihoio- progress our cinl. Such, hr lIio jirrcodiiig c.lmjitoi-s 
sniisobciinou. gliowii, 19 tlio osscntidl chfimcLor of Um eyslom of 
life which PosiUvisni ofTore for tho ilcfinito accoptanco of ftooioly ; a 
system which r(^nl«lcs tlio wholo course of our private ami public 
oxislGuoc, by hringiiig Pooling, Reason, and Aclivily into pnrman- 
ont Imvmony. In Ibis final syiiUieHis, all ossoiilial conditions are 
far more perfectly fulfilled limn in any oilier. Kacli special 
clement of our nature is more fully dovolopod, and at the same tiino 
tlio general working of Urn whole is inoro enhoronl. Orealor 
distinctness is given to tho truth Lliat the nffecLivo element pre- 
dominates in our nature. Life in all its actions and tboiiglils is 
brought under the control and inspiring charm of .Social Sym- 
pathy. 

By tho supremacy of the Tfoarl, tho Intellect, so far from being 
crushed, is elevated; for all iU powers avo consecrated to the 
service of tho social iiislmcls, with tho purpose of Btrongllioning 
their influence and directing their employment. By accepting its 
subordination to Peeling, Roa.son adds to its own authority. To it 
wo look for tho rovolalion of the Inu-s of nature, of tlio established 
Order which dictates the inevilable conditions of luunan life. 'I'ho 
objective basis thus discovered for Jmman effort roacts most bono- 
licially on our moral nature. P'orcod ns wo are to accept it, it 
controls tlio fieklonosa to wlucli our nffections are liable, and acts ns 
n direct stimulus to social synijiathy. Concentrated on so liigli an 
ofllce, tho intellect will bo preserved from useless digrc’.ssion ; and 
will yet find a boimdless field for its operations in tho study of all 
tlio natural laws by which human doatinius are nfi'ecled, and 
c-speciiilly those which rcloto to the constitution of man or of 
society. Tlio fact that every suhjeot is to bo regarded from tho 
sociological point of view, so far frem discouraging even tho moat 
abstract oitlor of spcculnlioiis, odds to tlioir logical eoliorcnco as well 
as to their moral value, by introducing tbo central principle round 
which alone tlioy can bo co-oi'dinatcd into a wholo. 

I 


tioits \h lu-coHsury. Hut lliis ljani.s duco 

obLiiiiioil, Llui nf our jniiul w fur boUci- fldiijiLoil to 

oslliolic tlmu 111 w-iimlilitJ |mivi«lu(l iilwnya Hint iinngiualioii • 
iiovoi iliHi'i'Kavil llio InilliM (if anil ilogi'novulo into oxtvava- 

giinco. Suliji'ot 111 lliiH tamiUlinM, J'lmiliviHin givc-a uvory oiieomagc- 
inoiit Ifi I'HLlM'liu Hliitlii'H, lit'iug im tlioy mu hu cUmnly lululail to its 
guiJiiig I'liii'iil'li' Ill'll I" il« iiim, to Ixiva imiufly, and to 

i rrogrwa. Ait will I'lilrr Iiiigidy iiilo Dm Mociiil lifts of tlio iMiluro, 
and will Im ii'gunlrd mi tlm JimuL |i]iM 8 unil)lu nnd ihohL fialutary 
S DXOiciHO of oui inlflli'ctunl pnworrt, licruUHa it IciuIh tlioiii in tlio 
moat dii'iict Jimiiiua' to llm culturo mul iiuprovonionk of our moral 
,■ nnlmo. 

Oi'iHinalinH in lli'» lind iiiHUnws from pruclical lifn, L’ositiviem 
i will KJluiu UiiLlii'i witli iiic-nuHril forci*, now Dial ita long poiiod of 
fioioiilifli'. pi'ii|t.iiiUiim in un-ompliHliiwl, ainl llmt itlma octmiiiod this 
iioltl of mmiil tiulli, wliU'U ln•In•.^^flnill will }«s iU principal domain. 

Il8 principle of HY'ni'idhy, wv» fay {n»m rtdasing our oiVoiLs, -will 
t atimulato all 'lur fnriillii'M to nniviTitnl aclivily liy urging lliom 
ouwarila tuwmdn pi'ifi'r.llim nf ovoiy kind. Sciimtilio atmly of Iho 
^ iiftUual Oi'ili'i ia iin-.silimti'd aololy wiDi Dm vi«\v of tliri'oling all tho 

i forces of Mim and of Mufi»d.y to iUt improvnim-ut liy artillciid olfort. 
IlilhorLo tliia aim liaa liaiilly lama r(icugiiiHi!d, ovoii with regard to 
tho nialorial worli). and hvti. a vmy hiuiiU propoillon of our oiiorgioa 
has boon spisnl upon it. Vol Dm nim in liigli, pKsviilod always tliat 
j. tho viow liikna of hiiniaii pnigiviw oxtend l«yond its lowor and 

I I moro nmUa'ial Mtagi'H. Our ihooruliiutl jmwora oaeo concontraLod on 

I Iho mural ]irHli!i-niH Nvliiidi f«ria Dmir priiiciimi flohl, our practical 

Qiicvgirs will mil fail In laho ilmatinm dinHdion, iluvotiug thomaclvos 
to that porlioti of Dm naUiial Onlor w)u(:)i ia must iinpcrfout, and 
at Uio Bunm linm iimal iimdillHlili'. Willi Iheso largor and moro 
syslomatiu viuwa of hmniin lifo, iU lawl oUbrlfl will ho given to tho 
iiiiprovomunt of tlm mind, and kDII iimro lu Dm improvomonl of tjio 
olinraolor and to Dm iimioaHaof nlliHsDua and courage. Xhiblioand 
I prWnto lili) ims now Imusglvl »nt« vdwa rolftUisn by the idoutity of 

I tlioir principal nim, wliioli, ImliiH kept coiiftlnntly in sight, oniioblos 

I ovory action in ImDi. I’mulimil i|UoiitionH ]uust ovor oonlinuo to 

I propondondo, uh Imfnro, fjviw ([UiwDoiw of theory; hut this oondi- 
I lion, 80 far from ln-ing mlvomn to H|Hjouliitivo power, concontratos 

I it upon Iho most dillluull uf nil ptobluine, Uio disoovory of moral 


ft 
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.. il social laws, our knnwIoclKO of winch will novov ho fully ndo- 
(lunlo to our praclicrtl rcquimiiicnla. Jlculnl nml prficlicnl activity 
of tills Iciucl can never result in hnvdncss of fcclinK, On tho 
contrary, it impresses us mmo filrnn;{ly with iho conviction that 
Symi)ftlhy is not inoi-ely o\»v happiness, \)v\l tho moat 

oUcctiml of all onr moans of improvement j and that without it, nil 
other moans can bo of littlo nvil. 

Tluis it is that in llio I’ositivo system, tho lloart, tho Intollcot, 
and tho Chamotor imittmlly stnoisthon and develop ono nnotlior, 
bocanso each is systeinnlicnlly dimctcil to llio modo of notion for 
which it is by natiiro adapted. Public and private Jifo avo lirought 
into n fav inow harmonious rolatiou tlinu in any formev time, 
hcojiuso tlio purpose to which both nvo consGcrfttcd is identical ; tlio 
(liiroronco being merely in tlui range of their notivilii's. Tho aim 
in both is to scenvo, to llio utmost posaihlo oxtont, tho victory 
of Social fooling over SclMovoj und to this aim all our jiowore, 
wliclhor of affoction, thought, or action, nvo in both uueonsingly 
directed. 

This, then, is tho shapo in which tho groat human prolilem coinos 
dofiniloly boforo iw. lls solution domamlH all llio appliances of 
Social Art. Tho primary principle on which tlio solution rests, is 
tho sopnrntion of llio two olcniouhny iiowors of society ; tho moral 
power of counsel, and tho poliUcal power of coinmniul. Tho 
necessary proiiondoranco of tho latter, which rests upon material 
force, corresponds to Ibo fact that in our imjiorfcct nature, whoio 
tho conrsor wants nro tho most pressing and tho most continuously 
felt, tiio eolfisli instinots are naturally slrongov than tho unselfish. 
In tlio absonco of all compulsory authority, our action ovon ns 
individuals would bo fcoblo and purjinsoloss, ami social lifo still 
move corlaiuly would loso its charactev and its energy. Moral force, 
therefore, by which is meant tho force of conviction and persua- 
sion, is to bo regarded simply as a modifying inlluoiico, Jiot as a 
moans of auihoritntivo dirootion. 

Moral fovco originates in Ifcoliiig and in Eeason. It reprosonts 
tho social sido of our nature, and to this its diroot influonco is 
limited. Indeed by tho very fool that it is tho oxpiossion of our 
highest attributes, it is ptocludod from that practical asccudauoy 
wiiicli is possessed by faoultios of a lower but more onorgotio kind. 
Inferior to mntorial force in power, though suporior to it in dignity, 
it contrasts and opposes its own classiilcation of mon according to 
tho standard of mond and intollcotunl worth, to tho clnpsiflcntion 
by wealth and worldly position wJiicli actually prevails. True, the 
higher standard will never bo adopted practically, but tho offort to 
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Mjiliol'l it will if'iH'.t liriirlic.iiilly {«i []in tmlural ortlor of «a(;irtly. It 
will iiispiro iarj''T vinwn, iuhI n'liniimilo tlmt ficnao of' duty, 
\i-iiidi aro ao ai>t to Ikcoiik* .tlililonilnlin llio oi-diiiavy ciuTcnt of 
lifo. . . 

Tho ituiauH of I'lti'fliuH Una nnpcirlaiil Toault, Oio nocd of wliioli 
is 80 gaiifsmlly f'-I(, will iml Uu wanliiiKi wlion llio inodcmtiug 
jiowiT onlora 11)1(111 ila I'lmnirlcriHlic luiiHion of piopaiitig ua for 
jivaolical lifo I'y a infioniil ayHloni of (•(luralioii, tliroughout which, 
ovon in ita inlcllcclnul dcimtliiji'til, iiioml roiwidmlioim will 
))red(tniinuLa. 'I’liiH imwcr will lliovi-fcu-o ccmcojitmlu iutdf upon 
Ihooi'olical and nioial (tm-Mlitom; nnd it cnu only juniiilain its 
liosilioii ns the Yin‘<’gnivi‘d ojgan of uoml nymimthy, hy invaviablo 
abslinonco fi'»in I'clili'iil aclloji. It will Ito its fust d\iLy to 
coiiloiid iigaiiiHt tint iiiiil'iliniiH iiwtlnnlrt of iU own inomlievs. Tvuo, 
suoli iiiatiiiolH, in "f lint imimrily of lluurBomw, may bo of 
U80 In tluwi iiatuu'M wlio mu n*ally for Dm indiajiousablo 

husiin'SH of gdViuinni'iil. Hut f«»r » Mpinliiiil power foiuial lonim- 
ciiitlon uf wealth and rank in iit Llin vi-ry ro<»t of its inllacnco; it is 
iho fust of tho emiilitinUH whhdi .In^tify it in miathig Dm cncioach- 
iiumhi to wliieh piililitiil ih iiUvnye Ilonco tlio 

cliia^oa to wlioNc mitiiial r<yiii|iriLiii<'H il looks for suppoii aro those 
wlio, liko ilai'lf, ant I'xeliidnd foun |K»liLiral ndnilnialmlioii. 

W'oinun, fniiu Ihcir Hlniiigly fiyin|tnlliclic nuluro, aro tho 
orif{inal Houvett i»f all iinuid inllmumuj nml they uiw pccnlinvly 
ipmlilioil hy lint laiMaivo l•lMlmn^lu• of llmir lifo to aasiet tho action 
of Ihi) ft))ivUnal pitwer in thi' funiily. in iUdwtuitial function of 
(idiienllon, llieir i-ii-o]ii<iiili(iii ia of Dm liiglionl iiiipuvlanco. Tho 
education of yt>ung ehildicii ia oiilruslrd to Ihoir nrdo chnrgo) and 
tho udiicatioii of nniri' adviitiettil yriira Hiinnly (insists in giving a 
inoro syslomatic aliapit to what tho moUiur linn nlrondy inculcalod in 
cliildliooil Aa II wife, loo, Woiiiim luiBUiiion nlill inoro distinctly 
Iho spiritual runclioii of couiiarl; aim noflons by poraunsion whoro 
tho pilonophv'v run only inlUmnco by rouvioWon. In social 
iiiootiMge, again, tho only inodit of jiubliulifu in which woinon can 
mrlicipalo, limy aHaiat tlio hpiiiluiil ]>owor in Uio foniialion of 
Valilio Ojiiiiioii, of which it in Dm nyiilmnnUu organ, hy applying 
llio prinoijdcH wliich it iuunIcnteM lu Dm onao of partlcidar actions 
orporaons. In all thcaa iniitlom lliuir inlluonco will bo far luoro 
ofTsotunJ, wiiuii imui liavo dotm Dmir duly to woinon by sotting 
Uioia Iroo from tho inumuHity of gaining lUcir own UvoUhood ; and 
when women on tlmir side, havo i-unounml both power and woalth, 
as we SCO so oftun exiciniililli'il luuong Dio working olassoe, 

Tho afUnily of llio L’ouplu wiDi Dio pbilusophio powor is loss 
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(liioct and leas pure ; but it will niovo a viKonma ally iu meeting 
tho obstacles which the tomptmxl power will iiuiviUibly oppose. 
Xlio working classes having hut litllo apnro Limo ami amnll iiulivi- 
dual inlliiouco, caiiuol, except on rnm occaaioiis, ])iirlicipato iu the 
practical (ulministiuUon of govenimonl, Riuoo all oiriciciit govern, 
ment involves couccnlrnlion of pow(‘r. Mural force, on tlio 
contrary, crcalocl ns it is by free convmgi'uco of opinion, admits of, 
niul indccil reejuiros, tlio widest vaniillcalioii. 'W'orking men, 
owing to their freedom from pmetical rcsiionaihilitii'a and thoir 
uuconcorn for poi-aonal nggnindisoinent, aro belter diaposed thnn 
thoir omployors to broad views and lo gmierouH syiniuitbioa, and 
will tbci-oforo nnturnlly associalo tliomHclvcs with the spiritiml 
power. It is they who will furniah Llm bimiH of a trno public 
opinion, so soon as tlioy aro cimhied by I’oailivo educalion, widcli 
ia specially framed with a viow to tlmir caKo, to give groaler 
dennitonoss to thoir aspirations. Thoir wants and Llioir sympatliios 
will alike induce them lo support Urn jihihisojdiic jiriestliooil as the 
systematic guardian of thoir mtei'esls against Uio giivurning classes. 
In roLurn for such protoclton tlioy will bring Iho whole wuiglit of 
thoir inlhionco to assist tho priealhood in its great Rocial mission, 

’ the Bubordinatiou of roHlies lo Morals. Iu tlioao (exceptional cases 
whore it becomes necessary for Uio moderating power to assinno 
political functions, tho popular oloinont will of iUelf sudlco for Lite 
omergenoy, thus oxompting tlio philosophio olomi'nt from ]iavtici- 
pating in an anomaly from which its clmraelev could hardly fail to 
suiror, ns would bo tho case also iu a still higlior degree with the 
feminine chametor, 

Thu direct iunuoiico of Kcoson over our inijiovfccl nature is so 
feeble limb tho now priosthood could not of itsulf onsuvo suoh roa- 
puct for its theories ns would bring Ihciu lo any practical result. 
Eat tho sympatliica of women and of tho poojdo operating as they 
will in every town and in every family, will be sulllciont to ensure its 
oHicncy in organizing that logitimate dogroo of inoml prossuro 
which tho poor may bring lo bear upon tho rich. Moronvor, wo 
may look, as ouo of tho itssults of our common system of education, 
for additional aid in tlio ranks of the governing classes LhomBolvos; 
for some of thoir noblest moml>ora will volunteer thoir nssistnneo to 
tho spiritual power, forming, so to speak, a now order of chivalry. 
Ami yet, with all this, compTohoiisivo ns our organization of moral 
force may be, so great is tho inuatcj stroiigtli of tlio soJ/IhIi instiiiols, 
that our success in solving tho great human problem will always fall 
short of what wo might legitimately dcsiro. To this conclusion wo 
must come, in whatovot way wo regard tho destiny of Man ; but it 
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ahoukl only cnco\imgo us to oombino our eflbrls still nioro strongly 
itioi'd<!i- to nmoliornto t)io oixicr of Xaluro in its most inipoitaiit, 
tliftl is, in iU moral iisiicots, these being at once the most modiliablo 
and tlio most imuerfiKd. 

’i’iii) Jiigiiest progriiHS of man and of society consists in gradual 
incrouso of our iimalory over all our defects, cspocsinlly the defects 
of our nioviil niiluro. Among tho nations of antiquity Die progress 
in this dirocLion was Imt small ; all that they conld do was to pre- 
paro tho way fur it by certain necessary pliascsof inlcllecLnal and 
social dovolojinuiiit. Tho whole londoncy of Greek and Roman 
society wan sucli as laude it impossible to form a distinct conception 
of tho great ])ro1)lmn of t)iir )uoral iiaUiro. In fact, Jlovnls woro with 
thorn invaiialdy Hiibwdimtlo to Politics. Ifovcrtliolcss, it Is moral 
progress wliicli alone can satisfy our naturo; and in tlie Jfiddlo 
Agos it was rocognined ns tlio highest aim of luunan ofTort, not- 
witlifitanding that its iiUollo.ctual and social conditions were as yet 
very imperfectly nuiliscil. Tlio creeds of tho I^fiddlo Agos woro too 
nnvoal and imiierh'cl, tho character of society was too military and 
aristocratic, to allow Morals and Politics lo nasumo permanently 
llieir rigid ruhiLion. 'J'Jio attempt was made, however; and, inade- 
quate as it was, it was enough to allow tho people of Iho West to 
approcialo tho fundamontnl principle involved in it, a principle des- 
tined to svirvivo tho opinions and tho habits of Hfo from which it 
aruso. Its full woigld could iiovor bo felt until tho Positivo spirit 
liail oxLonded beyond tho cloinonUiry sulijccl-s to wliich it had been 
80 long subjoeted, Lo tho sphere of social truth ; and had thus 
roachoil tlio position at wlticlt u comploto aynthosia became possible. 
Eipially osnontial was it that in those countries xyhich had boon 
jncorporalod into tho "VVestorn Empire, and had passed from it into 
Catholio T’oudaliam, war filioiild be definitely supoi-scdcd by indus- 
trial activity. In. tho long poriod of transition whicli has elapsed 
since tho Middle Ages, both these conditions havo been fulfilled, 
while at Uio samo limo tho old system lias been gradually dccom- 
posod. Finally tho great crisis of tho Revolution has stimulated 
nil ailvnncod iniinls lo roconeider, with bettor intellectual and social 
principles, tho samo problem that Christianity and Cliivalry had 
attomptod. Tho radical solution of it was then begun, ami it is 
now oomplotcd and oiiunciatcd in ft syalomfttio form by Po.siUvism. 

All osflOuLial phases in tho ovolulion of society ii,„„ni,uyis 
answor to corrosnonding phases in tlio growth of the 
individual, wliolhor it has proceeded sirontoncously or llSpOCLof 1*08^ 
under Byslomatio guidance, supposing always tliat hia oo^Tcr- 
dovolopmont bo comploto. Rut it is not enough to 
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Iho syiithcsiH of 'I’lieology, notwithsUmding iLfl «\iiioriorily in tho 
I'Giility nnd sLability of ila componmit \Ki\-i% and in Llioir lioinogcnc- ‘ 
iVy and coUcvcuco Rs a wUolo. Thovo alioidd bo a coulral \)Qiut in 
llio system, towaiil« wliioli Pooling, Kaisnii, and Activity alike 
coiivorgo. Thu proof Uuit Positivism pusausHcs such a contml point 
M'ill romovo tho last obslnclo to its eoinploto acceptance, as the 
gaido of private or of public life. 

Sucli a centre wo lind in the gtent conception of Kvunanily, to- 
wards wliioli Qvory aspect of Positivism naturally convoigea. 

Py it tho conception of (iod will Iw onUroly supursoded, and a syn- 
thesis bo formud, nioro comploto and iwrmnmmt than that provision- 
ally ustabliahcd by tho old roligions. Tiirough it tliu now doctrine 
becomes at once accessible to mcii'fl boiuls in its full oxtonl and 
application. .Kroni their hearts it will punutrato tbeir minds, and 
thus the immodiato necessity of bogiuning with a long and difncult 
course of study is avoided, Ihougli tiiw jnust of course bo always | 
iiulisponsablo la its Byslematic luucliors. ! 

This central point of Positivism is oven more moral than intol- I 
‘ lectual in clinracter ; it roprosonls Iho pdnciplo of Lovo U{ion which | 
tho whole system rests. It is tho pocnliar cliavacLoristic of the 
Groat Being who is horo sot forth, to be coin]ioundod of separable ' 
elements, Its oxistonco dopouds thoroforo entirely upon mutual 
Love knitting togoUior its various- poris. Tho calculations of solf- 
intorostcan never bo substituted as a combining iniluonco for tho 
Bympathctic instincts. i 

Yet the, belief in Humanity, wbilo stimulating Sympathy, at the ; 

same time enlarges tho scopo and vigour of tho Intolloct. For it ? 

requires high powers of goncraliaition to concoivo clearly of this \ 

vast organism, as tho wault of spontaneous oo-oporation, abstraction I 
made of all i)artial antagonisms, llcaaon, thon, has its part in this ? 

central dogma as woll as Lovo. It enlarges and completes oiir con- ; 

eepUon of the Supreme Being, by revealing to us tho external and I 

iutornal oonditious of its oxistonco. i 

Ijostly, our active powers oro atimnlatcd by it no loss than our j 

feelings and our reason. For since Humanity; is so far more com- ; 

plex than any other organism, it will reactiiuoro strongly and more j 

continuously an its environment, submitting to its iniluonco and so s 


of roaiuviHiii, UH 81 U»J(‘C,UV 0 pvmciplo, ibi objocUvo clof^nm, and its 
pmctlcftl olyonL, art' iniiLfd. Towards Ifmnoiiity, who is for us tJie 
only tnio Groat lloinK, wo, tlio conacioua elomonts of whom slio is 
compoBod, nlmll lioiioffortli direct ovory aspect of oiir life, individ- 
ual or oolioctivo. Um- Uioiiglita will ho dovotod to tlio Icuowledgo 
of lEmnanity, our (ilTi'otiims to iior love, our actions to hor scrvico. 

PoflitivislH Umn imiy, moro truly than thoologicnl holiovors of 
whnlovor crood, vcgiird lifo ua a conliimous and earnest iicL of wor- 
shi]); worship whicli will olovaln and purify onr feelings, cnlnigo 
and onlighLoii onr thoughlH, onnohloand invigomto our actions. It 
sii))plieH a diri'ot aohilion, no far ns a solution is pos-siblo, of ilio 
great piohlnm of the Middle Ages, tlio subordination of Politics to 
Morals. Poi- tins follows nfc onoo from tho aonaocrnlion now given 
to tho principle tliat social aympathy should preponderate ovor 
fioJMovo. 

Thus Posilivifiiu hf'C(nnfw, in tho true sonso of tho word, a Ecli- 
gloii ; tlu‘ only religion which is i-cal and comploto; destined 
ihoi'i'foi'o 1.0 replace all imiicrfect and provisional ayaloins resting 
on tho pviiiiitivo basis of i.lioology. 

Por ovon the syntlioais nstahlishcd by tho old theocracies of Egypt 
and India wm iiisiilllcient, bccauso, Iwing based on purely auhjectivo 
jwinoiples, it could never ombraco jwactical Hfo, which must always be 
subordinated Icj tho objective miHtics of tbo oxlcvnal world. Theo- 
cracy was Dins limiled at Uio outset to tho sphoro of tlioug])t and 
of feeling; and part even of tliis Hold was soon lost wlion Art 
bflcamo oina7icip/{lf'd fi-om tlioooraticfll control, 8bowi7}g a spontan- 
eous tondoncy to its natural vocation of idcallmg real life. Of 
scioJico and of morality tho priests wore still left solo aibitors; 
hut here, too, thoir inihionce inatorially diminished so soon as the 
disoovory of tho simpler abstract truths of Positive scioncu gave 
birth to Greek Plnlosopliy. Philosophy, though ns yot necessarily 
restricted to tlio metaphysical stage, yotalroady stood forward as tlio 
rival of tho sacovdotnl sysloin. Its attompta to construct were in 
tliomsolvos fruitless; but they avertlirew Polytheism, and ultimately 
Ivansformcd' it into Monothoism. In this tho last phase of theo- 
logy, tho intollocUial authority of tho priests was tmdofminod no loss 
deeply thojV tho principle of thoir doefrino. They lost thoir hold 
upon Scionco, os long ago they had lost thoir hold upon Art. All 
that romninod to thorn •was tho moral guidance of society ; and oven 
this was soon compromised by tho progross of froo thought; 


tllO i»ial 8 of UUKU lll«JUmjmLLU10 WllU ’ 

aeloiico iM- mctapliysics ami with llicology. It was laLo in appcar- 
IWWVHSO it 1-oquircil a iong sorioa of pi'oiimiimry 
now cuncini- olfoits : but as it npproooliocl coinplolion, it graduallv 
HtiKiy of iiti. bi'OHyht llio l*osilivo Rpint to boiii- upon llio organi- 
maiiiiy. zfttioii of jimolicftl life, fi-om which lhat apirit had 
oi'iginully omanatod. lint tliorouglily to ofTcct thia roanlt was 
, itnpoasililo \mtil llio sciouce of Sociology liad hoen formed ; and 
this was dono by my discovery of Iho law of historical dovclopmont. 
Tlonccforth all true mou of scioiico will rise to Llio higliov dignity 
of philoeopiiors, and by so doing will noccssiirily assiimo somotlung ; 

of the sacordotal character, hccauso the (inal result to which Ihoir [ 

resenvehos tend is the subordination of every subject of thought [ 

to tho iiioml principio; a resnU whicli loads us at onco to the j 

aecoptnneo of a coniplulu and liomof^ncous Hyntheaia Thus tho ? 

• philosophora of tUo future become priests of ifumanity, and tlioir i 

moral and intollectiml iidluonco will bn fur wider and more deeply f 

rooted tban tlmt of any fonnor jirlestbood. Tho primary condition | 

, of tlioir spiritual authority is oxclusion from political power, as a ' 

guavantoo that theory and practice shall bo systmimtically kept \ 

apart. A system in which tho organs of eounsol and tlioso of f 

command avo novor identical cannot possibly dogoiiorato into any ^ 

of tho ovils of tliGOCinoy. ■ 

By outiroly ronouncing wealth and worldly position, and that j 

, not ns individuals merely, but as a l>ody, tlio priests of ITiniinnity j 

will occupy a jJOsUioK of «n|>nrnllolod dignity. .For with thoir i 

moral influonco they will combine what sinco Llio downfall of tho ? 

old thcooracies has always boon sopnmtod from it, tho inihiouco of f 

superiority in art and aciouco. lionson, Imagination, and Fooling | 

will bo brought into unison: and so united will react strongly 1 

on tho impovious comliLiona of pi'actical life; bringing it into \ 

closer accordauGO with the laws of luuvorsnl morality, from wliioh \ 

it is 80 pi'Oiio to doviuto. Ami tho inlhionco of this now modifying ; 

power will bo tlio grontor tlmt tho syntliosis on whicli it rests will 
havo preceded and prepared tlio way for tho social sysLom of tho ' 
futuvo; whereas theology could uolavrivo at its central principio, ; 
until tho time of its decline was approacliing. All functions, thou, 
that oo-oporato in the elovatioii of man will ho rogonoralod l)y tho ; 
Positive priesthood. Scionco, Poetry, Morality, will bo dovolod to- r 


imjiovianco, iih iiio koIu inoftiiB through which wc couio to know Uie 
jifttiUYifiiid ooiiditioiis of this great lining, t?io woisliip of wliom 
slioulcl 1)0 Uio ilifiLiucLivo foaturo of our whole life. For this all- 
imiiortant kiiowlodgo, the study of Sociology woulil sooni to siifiico : 
])Ul Sociology ilBcU doponda upon preliminary study, first of the 
outur world, in which tho actions of Humanity take place; nnd 
secondly, of Jfiin, tliu individual agout. 

The object of Positivist worship is not like that of theological 
heliovors, an ahsolulo, isoJnlcd, incumprchonsiblo J5oi)ig, whose 
oxisLonco luhnils of no domonslmlion, or comparison witli anything 
real. Tlio fividonco of tho Boing hero sot forward is spontaneous, 
and is slirouilcal in no mystery. Before wo can praiso, lovo, and 
florvo lluinanity as wo ought, wo must know somolhing of the 
laws w))ic)i govorji lior o.xistoiico, an cxklonco inoro coniph'ented 
Umn a)iy oLhor of which wo aro eogniamt. 

A)ul hy virlnn of this complexity, Humanity possesses stnticni as- 
tho attiiljnt'’s of vilidity in a higlior degree than any 
other organization ; Lhiit is to say, there is at once more 
intiinfttfi Jjarmoiiy of tho cuinponent olomonts, and more complete 
suljovdination to tho extornal world. Immonso as is tho inagnitudo 
of lliis oj'ganism measured both in Time and Sjmee, yet oacli of its 
parts carefully oxaniined will show tho gonornl consensus of the 
wliolc. At tho pamo timo it is luore dopondont than any other upon 
tJio ccmditioiifl of tiio outor world; in other words, upon tho sum of 
the laws Lliat rogulalo infoiior phonomono. Like olhor vital organ- 
isms, it nnhinits to mathomntical, ostronomioal, physical, chemical, 
and biological conditions ; and, in addition lo tlicso, is subject to 
spocinl laws of Sociology with which lower organisms aro not 
ooncorjied. But as a furtlior result of its higliov complexity it 
roads upon Uio world more powerfully; and is indeed in a true 
eojjso its cliiof. Scionlificnlly dofinod, tlion, it is truly Uio Supremo 
Being : tho Being who manifests to tho fullest extent all the 
highest attributes of life. 

But there is yet another fcaturo iieculior to Tlumanity, nnd one 
of primary importance. That foaturo is, that tho olomonts of which 
sl)o is composed must always liavo an indopondent existence. In 
other organisms tho parts Kavo no oxistonco when severed from the 
whole ; but this, the greatest of all organisms, is made up of lives 
which can really bo separated. Tlioro is, as wo have seen, harmony 


Supremo JJciiig i«, like the old, iiioi-oly a eubjecLivo vosult of our 
poM'ovs of abstraction. Its oxisloiico is rovoulcd to uh, ou Llio 
contrary, by close iuvosligaliou of objoetivo fuel. Man indooil, as 
ail individual, cftiuiot proiMJily bo said to exist, except in tlio 
cxaggoralod abstracUone of iiiodom motaphysicians. I'lxiBtonce in 
the ti'iio sense can only bo predicatml of Humanity; although the j 

complexity of Iioi‘ imluro provenU’d men from funning a systoinatic | 

concoplion of it, until tlio nccpswiry stages of sciontilio initiation \ 

liad been passed, floariiig this conolusum in mind, we shall ho able | 

now to distinguish in Iliunniiity two distinct ordi'is of fiiuctioiis: i 

those by which she acta upon tlio world, and tliosu wliich hind S 

together her comiwnont iwrla. llumanity cannot herself act I 

otherwise than by her aopavablo inombom; hut the ollicioncy of i 

these incmhois depends upon tUoir working in co-uporatiou, whelKov 
instinctively or with design. AVo lind, tlion, external fiinotions I 

relating principally to tho material existence of this organisin ; and 
Internal fimotions by whicli its moveable olomonts iiro ooinbincd. \ 
Tills distinction is but an application of tho groat theory, duo to 
Bichat’s genius, of tho distinction bolwoon tlio life of nutrition and i 

tho life of relation which wo I\m\ m tho individual organism. r 

Philosophically it is tho sourco from which wo derive the groat 
social principle of soiwmtion of spiritual from lomporal power. 

The toiuporal jiowoi* governs : it originates in tho personal instincts, i 

and it Btiimilatos activity. On it dopciuls social Order. Tho i 

spiritual power can only modcmlo: it is tho exponent of our social = 

jiisUnols, and it promotes co-operation, whioli is tlio guarantoo of j 

Progress. Of those functions of Humanity tho first correaponds to ; 
tho function of nutrition, the second to tliat of iimorvalion in tho \ 
individual organism. ? 

^ Ovnamicfti Having now viewed our subject statically, wo may { 
asiKt H. come to its dynamical aspect; reserving more detailed \ 
discussion for tho third volume of this Lrealiso, which deals with ; 
my fumlauieutal theory of human dovolopmont. Tho Groat Being 1 
whom wo worship is not immutable any inoro than it is absolute. j 
Its nature is relative ; and, as such, is eminently cujiablo of growth. ! 

Ill a word it is the most vital of all living beings known to us. It | 


inoio uuniiiiiy (iujccl m cuiiteiiipiniion wian the soionm nifiction ot 
tlio old Suproino lining, whoso oxialenco wjw ])ns 8 ivo oxcopt wlien 
iiitoiTUj)toil by iicU of nvbilniry nml Hiiintolligiblo volition. Tims 
it is only by l^silive acionco tlint wo cnn ni)pi-eciftto this liighesl of 
all (loatinii'S (.0 which nil tlio falalitios of imlivuluiil life ovo subor- 
: (liunto. It ia with tliis na with Bubjccla of jmnov importance : 

i Hystoniatio sLiuly of Lho I’uet is nocossnry in order to clctonnino tliu 

huLuro, ftiul HO oxplnin lho tciidcneios of tho Present. Lot us tlion 
pass from tlm concopLion of ilunmnity ns fully dovolopcd, to the 
liialory of ils riHO nnd jiiogresa; n Idslory in winch all oLlior modes 
■ of i)rogiC 8 H aro iiiohuU’d. In nnoiont times tho conception was in- 

I compntiblo witli lho thcologicnl spirit und also with tlio military 
ohiunctor of smmity, which involved tlio slavery of tho prochictivo 
oIhhscs. 'L'lm fcolinK Patnotism, rostriotod ns it was at first, wna 
tho only proludo then poasiblo to tlio rocognilion of llumiinity. 
Prom tliis miriow nationality there arose in tho Middle Agos tho 
fooling of univoraul broLhorhood, as soon ns military life had ontored 
( on its ili‘fi'j»Hivo phase, and all 8 «i)ornaliiral cimls Jind spontaneously 
j merged into a monothoistic form common to the whole "West. Tlic 


growth of Chivalry, and lho uUempt mndo to eirccl a permanent 
soimvaliun of tho two social powei’S, announced already tho subordi- 
nation of I’olilicH to Atomls, and Urns sliowcd that Uio conception 
of ilumanity n-a.s in diruot eourso of pTO/Mtinlion. Put tlio unreal 
and anti-social imLuro of tho luediiovnl creed, and tlio militniy nnd 
aristocratic clmiaclor of foudal sooioty, made it imiiossiblo to go 
very far in this diiecLiou. Tho abolition of personal slavery was 
tho most cssontial result of lliis important period. Society could 
now fifisunio its indnstrwlclinmctor ; and feelings of fraternity wore 
oncourngod by modes of life in which all classes nliko participated. 
Mcanwhilo, tlio growth of the ]>o 8 itivo spirit was proceeding, and 
preparing tho way for tho caUiblishmont of Sooial Science, by which 
alone all other Positive studios could bo systomntized. Tliis being 
done, tlio concojition of tho Onml Jleing became jio.ssible. It was 
with I'crcrencu to subjects of a spoeulativo mid scieulilic naturo tlmt 
tlio conception lirst arose in a distinct shape. As early ns two 
oonturios ago, Pascal spoko of tho human nice as 0110 Man.* 

l.iBci((o<Io«Juiiitmc«. i-cftffcMil I® cow* rfo anu Je «3i>o)(M. rioit flljocojisjdi'rdo 
cominu till intiiio l.i'imuo a'O suWiilo twiJuMVo ui «inl uii|iiond contlnuolloniout-— 1 118011, 
Pntifldwi, IVrl 1., an. 1. 
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conception Ol ll.immiuty UH nm jui u iiu»v n^m,ni:aia was 

inipossiblo until tho crinis of tho Jfroiicli KnvnluLinn. TImt crisis 
on tlio ono liajid proved tho iirKcnt noccH-^ity for Hncial lOKcnoraLion, 
and on tho otlior gavo birth to tho only philoHopliy cnpaldo of 
offecting it. TIuis our conHciousiiess of tlio now (Jimit fining lina 
advanced cc-cKlo.uaivcly with its growth. f)uv proHonl concopUon 
of it is as much tlio mensuro of our social inogro.ss ns it is tho 
Rumniary of Positive kiiowlojlgo. 

orgaiUo Rci- rated by Una lofty appncutifm of it, J. do not refer 
S^UioiTcS solely to tho special scioiico of Social ithonomoim, but 
noouoii^ with nlso to tho proliiniimry Btiulics of Life and of tho Jii- 
ecioiicrofiiiv organic World, both of winch form an osaonlial portion 
nmiiity. oC Poftitivo docUhio. A Rocittl mission of high impoi- 
tanco will bo recognised in Iho moat olenicnlary sciences, wlicthcr 
it 1)C for tlio sake of tlieir inolbod or for tlio vahio of llioir scioutific 
results. True, the religion of lliiuuinily will lead to the onliro 
abolition of scioutific Academics, because their luiulency, espocially 
in Franco, is equally hurtful to scionco anil morality. They 
oucourngo inatliomaticians to conlino their attontinii o.Kclusivcly to 
tlio first step in tho sciciitillc scale; uml Ijiologists to pnrsno llioir 
sUkUos without any solid baaia or dofinilo purjinKc. >Spe.cial studios 
carried on witlmut regard for the oncyclopudic principles wliieli 
dolcrmino the relative value of knowlwlgc, anil its iiearing on Immau 
life, will ho couilomiuKl by all men of right i'lwling and good sonsc. 
Siicli moil will feel tho necessity of resisting the morbid narrowness 
of mind and heart to wliich the anarchy of our times inevitably , 
loads. Put tho abolition of the Academic system will only ensure 
a larger measure of roapoct for all scionllfic researchos of real value, 
on wUatovov subject. Tho study of MaUvoiuatics, the value of 
wliicli is at present negatived by ite hardening teiuloncy, will now 
manifest its latent moral cITicacy, ns the only sure basis for firm 
conviction ; a sUito of mind tluit can novor bo porfocLly attained in 
more complex: subjects. of Ihought, except by those who have 
cxporicncod it in tho simpler subjocla. ‘When tlio close coimocLion 
of all scientific knowlodgo becomes more gmiorallj' admitted, 
Humanity will reject political tonchcra who are ignorant of 
Goomelvy, as well m goomotviciaiw who ncgloot Sociology. Piology 
meanwhile will lose its dongoroua materialism, and will receive all 


jiiolo^'y wiLliouL to Iho social }mi|)osci which Biology is 

inloiulocl to Hovvp. .Scionco lias now become indiapotisablc to the 
oslnblisliinoiit of moral tniUi, and at tho same limo its suboKliimtion 
to Lho iuHiiirntioiiH of tlio imuvt is fully recognised ; tluis it takes its 
placo honcofurw.u'd among lho most essential functions of tho 
priesthood of Jliitnanity. Tho supromacy of triio Fooling will 
slronglhon Keason, and will rcceivo in turn from Ileason a syste- 
matic Bfinclion. Batumi jdiilosojiliy, hosidos its ovidoit vahic in 
Togulating Um spontaneona action of Humanity, has a direct 
toiuloncy to olovale human natnro j it draws from tho outer world 
that hnais of lixod truth which is so necessary to control our 
various clcsirc.H. 

The study of Ifunianity tliorofoi-e, dh-cctly or indirectly, is for 
tlio futuni tiin iiormanont aim of Science; and Science is now in a 
•li’iio aonflo coJ!H(!eratnd, as the soui-co from wbioli tho imlvorsal 
religion rnccivas its ininciples. Tt rot'cals to us not merely the 
nature and condilious of the (Iroat Being, but also its dcsliny and 
tho successivo iihnsos of its growth. Tho aim is higlr and arduous ; 
it rr.fpiircs cnuLinuoim and combined exertion of all our faculties; 
but il ounoblos tho simplest processes of Bciontifin investigation by 
•connecting tliom permanently with subjects of tlio deepest interest. 
Tho ficnqmloiiH oxactnoss ami rigorous caution of tho Po.sitive 
method, which when applied to imimporlant subjects seem almost 
puerile, will bo valued and insisted on when scon t,o bo necessary 
for the olllcauy of oirorts relating to our most essential wants, 
nationalism, in lho true seuso of tho word, so far from being 
incompatil)Io witli rigljt fooling, strongthons and develops it, by 
placing all the facts of Lho case, in social questions especially, in 
their true light. 

But, liowovor bonmivablo tho rank which Science 'i^^n 
when rogonoratod will hold in tho now religion, tho movo fiwonr- 
sanction given to Pootry will ho oven moro direct and ‘“o 
unqualified, boenuao the function assigned to it is one ‘»'co. 
whioh is moro practical and which louchos us mote Jicarly. Its 
function will bo tho ]>rai80 of Humanity. All previous elTovts 
of Art have been but tho preliido to this, its natural mission; 
a prelude often impatiently performed, since Art throw off tlio 
yoico of Lboocracy at an earlier period Uian Scionco. Polytheism 
was tho only religion under which it had free scope : there 


obscuro and chimerical beliefs, and take possession of its proper 
sphere, ^'ho field that now lies before it in the religion of 
Humanity is iiio.x.hausliblo. It is called upoji to idealize the social 
life of Man, which, in the time of the nations of antiquity, had not 
been sufficiently developed to inspire the liighest order of poetry. 

i-oetic r greatest service 

troUuw in enabling men to realizo the conception of Humanity, 
Bdngon(l7ir® subjcct Only to tho Condition of not ovorstepping the 
trasi wio> tbo fuiidaincntal trutlis of Science. Science unassisted 5 

cannot define the nature and destinies of this Great | 

Heing with sufficient clearness. In our religion tho object of \ 

worship must be conceived dlstinetly, iu order to bo urdoutly loved j 

and zealously sorvetl. Science, especially in subjects of this nature, \ 

is confineil within narrow limits; it loaves inevitable deficiencies ; 

which esthetic genius must supply. And there are certain qualities 
iu Art ns ojiposud to Science, which specially qualify it for the ; 
representation of Hmnauity. For Hiunaiiity is ebstinguished from 
other forms of life by the combination of indopendonco witli 
co-operation, attributes whicli also are natural to Poetry. For 
while Poetry is more sympathetic than Science, its productions have 
far more individuality ; the genius of their author is more strongly 
marked iu them, and tho debt to his predecessors and contempo- 
laries is less apparent. Thus tbo synthesis on which tho inaugura- 
tion of tho final religion depends, is one in wJiich Art will 
participate mote than Scionco, Science fuimialiiug merely the 
necessary basis. Its influence will bo even greater than in the 
times of Polytheism ; for powerful ns Art appeared to be in those 
times, it could in reality do noUiiug but eiubellish the fables to 
which tho confused ideas of theocracy liad given rise. By its aid 
wo shall for the first lime rise at I^-t to a really human point of 
view, and bo enabled distinctly to understand the essential attri- 
butes of tho Groat Being of whom we are meoibois. Tho material 
power of Humanity, and the succesive phases of her physical, her 
intelleclual, and, above all, her moral progress, will each in turn be ' 
depicted. \V\Vhout the difficuliica of analytical study, wo shall 
gain a clear knowledge of her luituro and her conditions, by the 
poet’s description of her future destiny, of her constant struggle 
against painful fatalities, which have at last become a source of 


urunBii Ml [iiiiii is oi iiscll an Ciulless 

ihoniufor Llio ixjnliy uf llui fuUm*. 

CunipariHoiiH, lull, may bo iiisUlulcd, in whicli tbo pool, wilhoul 
spocinlly uUiiclcint^ llin nhl volition, will iiuUcnlo lliu supariority of 
tliu now. XJh’ ‘• iHribiiloH of tha now Great JJoing may bo forcibly 
UliwlinLod, i-spi'fiiilly ilming Dm time of Irmisilion, by coiitmst 
wiLli lliu iiifi.'viniily of )ioi‘ vniiouB prodecoBSors. All lliculogical 
typos lU'o abriiihili*, iiuloliiuto, mid mnniUublo ; conaoquontly in none 
of tlioin 1ms it lii-i'n ]io.sHiblo to coinbino to n sntisfacloiy oxtont tho 
aUrilmti.'s of gmalmw, wiwlimi, uinl ]»ower. ifor can we coiicoivo 
of tboir cuiiil)iii!ilii)ii, excupt in a JJoing whoBo oxisionco is ii iimlLcc 
of cortainty, uiul wito is aubjcct to invnmblo kws. Tho gods of 
Polytlieimii worn oiuluwoil wiUi onurgy ami eymiHitby, but possessed 
imilliur dignity nor inoiality. They weTO eupoi-Mjdod by tlio sub- 
Jimo doily of J\Iunotln>iK»t, wJio was fioinotimca ropresouted aa inert 
and pimnioiiloss, soiiiotiinos oh iinponotrablo and inlloxible. ]]ut tho 
now >SupH'im5 lining, hnving a roal oxialonco, an oxisLciioc lolativo 
and luodiliablo, admits of buing inoro distinctly concoivod tliau tlio 
old; and thn iidluonoo of tlio coiicuption will bo equally strong 
and far moro olovaling. Kacli ono of iw will recognise in it a 
power Huporior to Ida own, a power on wbloh tlio wliolo destiny of 
Ilia life dopmuls, since Urn life of Dio individual is in every respect 
Bubordimito to tbu evolution of the race. JJut tlio kuowlodgo of 
this power has not llm criiBhing olfoct of tho old conception of 
omnipub'in.'f!. Koi* ovory groat or gootl nnwi will ftiol tlmt bis own 
lifu is an indisponsablu olonient in Dio great organism. Tbo 
suproiuacy of Jfumanity is but the result of iiidividiial co-oporalion ; 
her power is not Rupiinnn, it in only supenur to Dial of all beings 
whom wo know. Our li>ve for her is luinled by no degrading fears, 
yet it is alnmys oonplml with Dio most sincom rovoronca Perfec- 
tion is in no wise eliiinuid for her; wo study liov natural dtifccts 
with care, in unlcr to remoily Ihem ns far as po-ssible. T)ie love 
wo boar to lior is u fueling na noble aa it is atroiig ; it enlis for no 
dograiliiig oxiirussions of adnhition, but it inspires us with luiromit- 
ting zeal for moral improvcimont. Jhit those and other advantages 
of tlio new religion, tliough they can bo indiwilcd by tho pliilo- 
Boplior, need tliu pool to display Uiom in their full light. I’ho 
moral gmmbnir of num when freed from the chimovas that oppress 
him, wiiH forenoon by GiioDio, and »Dll more clearly by Byron. 



Ouv'cloiimoiit la subject, ucloro it can nUcciimUiiy iimuay iho now 
Miin in liis lolntiou to tlio now Oo«l. 

, .. There is vet nnolhor ^yrlY in Aviiinh Avl inav servo 
of festivals, w the cause of roligiouj llmL la, m nrgiiiuzing tlio foati- 
ricTnii!i%'im' wlicthcr privato or publif;, of wliich, Lo ii groat 
mtcAi u 8 i>ccu oxtoiifc, the worsliip of lluinanity 'vill coiisisL, For 
ofiiiimatity. piirposo ostlioUc UiJojit ifi fiir 111010 voqnirwl tlmn 1 
scionlilic, llic object in view Iwing to rovoal Llio luiUiio of Uio I 

great Orgniiiain more clearly, by |m>«onLiiig all napocts of its oxia- i 

toiico, static or dynamic, in idealiwxl forma. j 

These festivals, Uiou, should bo of two kinds, covicapouding to '■ 

the two ossontial aspects of Humanity; tlio lirst ilhmtratiiig licr i 

oxistonco, the second her action. Thus wo aball fttimulalo both tlio \ 

elements of Lnio social fooling j the lovo of Order, iminoly, and the ^ 

love of Progirss. In oiir sUitio festivala Booial Order and tlio i 

fooling of Solidarity, will bo illnslralcil ; the dynainio festivals will \ 

explain social Progress, and inspiio tlio sonao of historical Con- ; 

timiity. Taken togellior, tlioir i>oriodio rccunonco will form a ■ 

continuation of Positive education. Tlioy will develop and coiilirm 
the principles instilled in yoiitli. Put llioro will bo iiotliiiig 
didactic in tlioir form ; since it is of the csseiico of Art not to 
instruct othorwlso than by giving ploasuro. Of course tho rogulnr 
recurroiico of those fcslivala will not provoiiL any niodincntioiis 
whicli may bo judged noccasarj' lo ndnpt tlicni to special incidents 
that may from time to Umo arise. 

The festivals repi'csenting Order will necessarily liilco more 
abstract and austere forms than those of Progress. It will bo tlieir 
o\)jocl to lepresout tho statical relations by which tho great Organ- 
ism preserves its unity, and tho various aspects of its animating 
jninciplo, Love. I'lio most uiiivowml and tlie most solemn of those 
festivals will bo tho feast of Humanity, which will bo hold tlirough- i 
out tho West at the Iwginning of tho now year, Lluis coimocrating i 
tho only custom which still remains in gonoml use lo relieve tho i 

prosaic dullness of modern life. In this feast, whicli colobralos tho i 

most comprehensive of oil unions, every branoh of tlio luniian race ] 

will at some future lime participate. In tho saiiio montli there : 

might bo tlireo festivals of a socondnry order, voprosonting tho ! 

minor degrees of association, the Nation, tho Province, and tlio j 



Ift], i'lJiJiJ, Jiinl J-TalornaJ. Jn tJ»c sjxUi monUi, llio IioiiotiraljJo 
poniLiou of doimwlio eurvico would icccivo ila duo lucasuio of 
I'oappct. 

TIu'ku would lin llio fiUlio ; lakon logollicr they would 

form u rciiri^HonltiLimi of Uui true llieory of our individual and 
social nnliun, l()gt)l)i(>r with Iho pniiciplcs of nioiaJ duty to wliieli 
llmt llieory given vino. No direct moiition i» mndo of Iho personal 
iiislincls, iiotwilliHfiiiiiling llmir propondeiunce, beenuso it is the 
iimin objiiel of I’osilivo worslii]! to bring tlieni under tUo control of 
tho eocinl iiiRlinclH. L’ersoml vivluos nio by no mcaiis neglected in 
Positive eiluoiition ; but Lo mnkn llioin tlm objects of any .special 
coleln’alion, would nidy slinmlnln egotistic feeling. Indirectly llieir 
valiio i« rccogiilKdd in ovury jiiirt of oui* rcJigioiw system, in tho 
loacLion wliidi they oxerciso upon oiu* gcuoroiw aympaUiioa. Thoir 
omission, tlioKifori', iinpUes no real dolicioiioy in lliis ideal portrait- 
uro fiC hunmn fiioultics iiiid duties. Again, nospccinl annouiieemont 
of tho Hubordiimlioii of Jlimmnity to tho laws of the External 
World i« ncmlcd. Tho coiiscioiwucHS of this oxtornnl power 
poi’viidi^H ovury part of llm Positivo system j it controls our desires, 
airuets nuv spui'-uliitiuns, sliinulatcs our actions. Tho simple fact of 
tho rocuri'oimo of onr coremouioa at fixed periods, detovinincd by the 
Earth's motion, is oiumgh to remind us of our inovilablo subjection 
lo llio hUiililies of llio ICxlerunl M'’orl<l. 

As tho sLntio festivals ropro.sont Morality, so tho dynamic festi^ 
vals, thoHU of Progress, will ropi-csont IKstoiy. In those tlio 
worship of Humanity assumos n more concrete and aninialod form ; 
as it will consist piinciimlly in roudoring honour to tho noblest 
typos of oiioli jdiaso of miman dovclopmenk It is dosirablo, liow- 
ovor, tlmt oiioh of tho more important phases should ho ropresentod 
in itsolf, indopondoutiy of tlio groatiiessof any individual belonging 
to it. Of Urn inonlhs unoccupioil by static fostivals, three might 
ho given to tho principal phases of tho Past, Folicliisin, Polytlicism, 
and MonothoisJii ; and a fourth lo tho colobral-ion of tho Enturc, 
tho normal stalu to which all tlioao phases liavo been lending. 

Forming thus tho chain of Iiistorical succession, wo iimy conse- 
orato each month to somo ono of the types who host ropresent tho 
various stages. I omit, howovov, somo explanations of detail given 
in tho first edition of this Oenoral View, rvrittou at tho timo when 
I had nob made tho distinction between the abstract and concrete 
womliip stiilioioully cloar. A fow months after its publication, in 


forward and ahnady adoptwl by imwl roHiliviHU. 

wovship of ^*****‘ I'racUco ihuhI jioI bn rcwlriatod lo names of 
tho dond. Kuropoan jmporUinco. It i» apiilicaldo iu j(s ilcgroo to 
uon'oPtbeir Bfijmralo pTOviiicc, niul ovini Lo inivalo life, (jallio- 
eorvico. llciani oITora two imtitutiojjs in wliieh Llin roligioii of 
tbo family coum^cla ilsolt with publio wowldp in ita nvoal compvc- 
Jionsivo sonso. Tlioro is a clay appoinlad in (.Jiitliolic coimLrica in 
■winch all aio in flio Imbit of visiting Uio ImnliH of ihoso dear to 
thorn ; iinding consolation for thoir griof by sharing it willi othors. 
To this cusLom Positivists dovoLc tlio lasL day of Iho year. Tlio 
worldng classas of Paris give overy yonr aiiohla proof that eomplcto 
freedom of thought is in no roapcct coinpatihlo M'illi womliip of tho 
dead, which in thoir caso is unconneotnrl willi any system. Again 
there is the insUtuUou of baptiKmal names, which though little 
thought of at pvGsonb, will l>o nminlnincd and improvod by Positi- 
vism. It is an admirable motlo of iinproaaing on men (ho connoc- 
lion of private with pnbliolilo, by furnisiniig ovmy one with a type 
for his own personal iinilalion. TIoro tho suporiurity of llio now 
religion is vory apparent; sinoo tho choice of a namo will mtl; bo 
limifcod to any time or country. In this, ns in other oases, tho 
absoluto spirit of Cntholioism proved fatal to its prospects of 
becoming universivl. 

Those brief remarks will 1)0 enough to illnstrato tho two classes 
of festivals instituted by Pasitivi'sin. In ovory wook of tho year 
some now aspocl of Order or of Progress ivill bo hold np to jmblio 
veneration ; and in each tlio link connecting public and private 
worsliip will bo found in tho adoration of Woman. In this 
ostliotic sido of Positive religion ovorytliing tends to strongthon its 
fundamental principle of Lovo. All tho rosourcos of Pootry, and 
of the other arts of sound and fonn, will bo invoked to give full 
and roguliu- expression to it. Tho dominant fooling is always that 
of deep rovoroneo procooding from sincere acknowledgment of 
bononts received. Our woi-ship will bo alike free from mysticism 
and from nfToctation. Wliile striving lo surjiass our ancoslors, wo 
shall yot render duo honour to all thoir services, and look with 
respect upon tlioir aystome of- life, InJluoncod no longer by 



o£ 118 to pvoloiig our nxialimco in Uio only wny wliicli is roaily in 
our power. TIio fact IhuE. nil Inminn nllmr.^ «ro subject to one 
fimdiiinoiUftl law, us Hoon ns it Ijccomofi familiarly known, cnnbloa 
and oncourflgOH eiioli olio of ns to live in n true eenso in the Past 
and oven in tUo I’uturoj na thewo cannot do who alLributo the 
ovonts of lifo to llio af'onoy of an nrbltmry and impciictrablo AVill, 
Tlio juaiso to mir proclceraaora will atimulalo a nnblo rivalry ; 
iiiflj)iring nil with tlio desire to bocomo tlicinaclvo.s incor|)oralo into 
this mighty lining wlmsf* lifu emlm*ca tlirongli all Liino, nnd who ia 
formed of tho dead far more than tbo living. AVhou tho eystom of 
commomoration ia fully dovolopcd, no worthy co-oporator will be 
oxcludod, however Inunblo !uh sphoro; whether liiuitod to Ida 
family or town, or extending to his conntiy or to the whole West. 
'L'lie education of I’usitivists will Wfon convince them tliat such 
rocomponao for honomahlo conduct ia nmplo compensation for tho 
imaginary hopes which iiisiurcd thoir predecessors. 

To live in others is, in tho tnioataenso of the word, lifo. Indeed 
tho boat ])art of our own lifo ia jKisacd lima As yet tliis truth hoa 
not houn grasped lirnily, hocauso tlio social point of view lias never 
yot been bronglit syatematicnlly before us. But the religion of 
llunmnity, by giving an cslhetio form to tho Positivist synthesis, 
will make it intelligible to inuuls of every class 1 nnd will enable 
us to oujoy tho untold cliann springing from the sympathies of 
union and of continuity when allowed froophiy. To ])rolong our 
lifo indGlinitoly in the Past nnd Jfnturo, so as to make it more 
perfect in tlio Proaont, is abundant coinpeneation for tho illusions 
of our youth which have now passed away for over. Science which 
deprived us of these imaginary comforts, itself in its maturity 
aupiilies the solid biwiH for consolation of nkind unknown before ; 
the hope of becoming incovpomlo into tho Groat Being whoso etatio 
and dynamic laws it has rovoalod. On this firm foundation Poetry 
raises the structure of public ond private worship ; and tliua nil are 
made active pnrtalcors of this univorsal life, which nmids still 
fottored by theology cannot understand. Thus imagination, while 
accepting tho guidance of reason, will exorcise a far more oflioiont 
and oxtonsivo iidlnonoo tlian in tho days of Polylhoisni. For the 
prlosts of linmanity the solo purpose of Science is to prepare the 
Hold for Art, whothov oalhotic or industrial. This object once 
ntlnincd, poetic study or composition will form tho chief occupation 
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oHorts upon Iho ronl life aitaiiul us, ^vt* hIiiiU itsol moru atnni^dy lliaii 
ovor tlmt all Uio powera of Imogiiialioii tm woll ns llioso of Koason, j 
Pooling, and Activity, ni-o lequirod iii its sorvico. \ 

vji tiio /iriH rnisod to its proiioi- jilnco, ll»o avta of | 

niiiyc.)-o|ioiato soiuitl luiil foriii, Avliicli roHcloi' ill H luoi'o vivid way tho \ 
of roiiaion"^*'^° subjouts wliicli I’oclry liQs fiUggosLcd, will soon follow. | 
Tlioir splicro, liko lliut of roolry, will bo tlio colobm- i 
tion of Tfumanity ; nil oxlmiiatloss field, leaving no eaUKo to regret J 
tlio cliiincvaa which, in tho pi-cnontoinpiricfd comlition of Llieso arts, i 
nvo still considored iudispcnsahlo. JSLusio in niodoni tiinus lias bcoti 
limited almost oiitiroly to tho exprosaion of individual emotions. 1 
Its full power hiis novor boon felt in imbliu life, oxeept in tho i 

solitary instaijco of tho Afurscillaise, in wliich tho wholu spirit of : 

our great Kevolution stands recouied. lint in tho worsliip of I 
Humanity, based as it is on i’ositivo education, and animatod by \ 
tho spirit of Poetry, Music, ns tho most social of tlm special aria, J 

will aid in tho rcprcsonlnlion of the allribuLoa and dostinics of I 

Humanity, and in tlio glorification of great historical types. | 

Painting and Soulpturo will have tlio same object j they will enable ; 

us to realise tho concoption of Humanity with greater cloariioss and \ 

precision than would Iw possible for Poetry, oven witli the aid of i 

Music. Tho beautiful nttcinpls of the artists of tlio sixlconth i 

century, men who had very litllo llioological belief, to embody tho | 

Christian ideal of ‘Woman, may bo regarded as an unconscious ’ 

proluilo to the ro|wcswitnlion of HiiinnniLy, in Die form wliicli of | 

all others is most suitable. Under the impulse of tlicso feelings, j 

tho sculptor will overcome tlio technical cUnicidtics of representing ; 

figures in groups, and will adopt such subjects by profcronco. ■ 

Hitherto this has only been effected in bas-reliefs, works which 
stand midway between ])amting and aculpLuro. There are, how- , 

over, some splendid exceptions from whicli wo cun imagine the \ 

scope and grandeur of tho Jatlor art, when rnisod to its true position. j 

Statuesque groups, whether tho figures nro joined or, as is prefer- ■ 

able, separate, will enable the sculptor to uiidortako many great j 

Bubjeots from whicli ho has •boon hilliorto debarred. ! 



Hui-vloo ol (Jotl limy Idv a time* miliico for tho -woisliip of Ilmnanity, 
ill tho Riiino <nty tlmt Cliri«tliui w'orship wiw carrioil ou at first, iii 
Piif^an tcinpln.4 im llioy were gmlually vnealed. Bub ulLimatoly 
huiMin"rf will Im iviiuirtKl moro Bimcially mlniilcd lo a loligion in 
n'liinli all Uic fuucliinm fioimwtliul with ftilucatioii and worship arc 
so piitirnly iltiri'i'nul. Wfmt tiu-so buildings will bo it wonlrl bii 
usolcss at prurtont Lu onqulro. It is loss easy lo forosoo t)io Positi- 
visL idmil in Airbilootm-n llmii in uny other avis. And it must 
vomaiii nncorlaiii uiiUl the new principlos of ednention have been 
goncrally sprond, and nnlil tho Positivist roliginn, having rccoivod 
all tlin aid tlmt Poulry, Ahisjc, nntl Iho arts of Form can give, lias 
bocoino tho aaimpLcd faith of AVoHtorn Europe. When Llio more 
advancml natioim uro lioiirlily engaged in tho cmiso, tlio true temples 
of llunuuiity will soon arise. By that timo nmiilnl and moral 
rcgciiemlion will liavo advancod far enough to commonco the 
reeonslnmLiim of all iKilitic-al institutions. Until then the new 
roligiun will avail itself of Cliristinn churches as thc.se gradually 
become viieanl. 

Art tlmn, as well as Seioneo, parlakna in tho rego- Postnviam is 
nuraling innimimo wliicU Positivism ilerivea from its 
synthotio principle of I,ovc. llolh uru called to tlioir wd ' Bun^tsca 
jiropor fiinclioiiH, the one to cimtompJalo, iho other to 
glorify Uinimnity, in ordor tlmt wo may love mnl servo her more 
porfcctly. y«t wliiln tlio inlollucl is thu.s nindo the servant of die 
hoarl, far from being woakonoil by this siibordinnto position, it finds 
in it an o.vhaimUosH field, in which tho vmhio of its labours is amply 
rcoognised. JCaoh of its fncultioa Is oallod directly into play, and 
is flupph'oil with its ap))roprinlo oniploymont. Poetry institutes the 
forms of the worship of Humanity ; Science supplies tho principles 
on wiiioii tlioso forms am framed, by connecting them with the 
laws of tho oxlermd world. Imagination, while ceasing to usui-)) 
tho place of Jtoason, yet onlmncoa mthor limn diminishes iLs 
original iiilluonco, which tho now philosophy shows to bo as bene- 
ficial as it is natural. And thus human Hfo at last attains that 
state of perfect haiinony which lins boon so long sought for in vain, 
and M’hieh consists in tho direction of all our faculties to one 
common purpose midor Iho supromacy of Afibclion. At tlio same 
timo all former oiTorts of Imagination and Roasoii, oven when they 
eJashod with each other, arc fully oppreemted; bocauso we see that 
they dovolopod our powers, that they taught us tlie conditions of 


sinmiing au ujo r«*auii8 oi in-poicnmi Kninau civilizalHjn, tho time \ 

was not yot lipo for it. To rcniow tliul aLloin])l upon a aoimdcv s 

])nsis, and with surer prospects of sucicss, is iho object of those 
who found llio religion of IIinnaniLy. Widely dineituil. as am Uioiv • 

circumstances atiil tho moans thoy emi)loy, thoy dosh-o to regard ^ 

tlioinselvcs ns tho succcssoi-a of llio groat nnui wl)o condiiclod Iho , 

progressive iiiovomont of Catholicism. For those alone are worthy 
to bo called successors, who continun or cany into o,rfeet the nndor- 
talfing.s winch fonijor linjcs IwvoJcft nn/inifiliod ; tho title is utterly 
uinnoritod by blind followers of olwolelo iloginna, wliieli have long 
censed to boar any rolnlion to tludr original purpose, and wliicli 
their very authors, if now living, wonM disavow. \ 

lUit wliilo bearing in iniiul «mr disbt to CaLlinlicisin, we need not i 
omit to rocogniso luiw Inigoly Positivism gains by comitJtriHou with \ 
it. Full justico will be done lo tho (dins of (latlmlicism, and to I 

tho oxeollonco of its results. lUit the wliole elfocL of I’ositivist J 

worship will bo lo ninko inon fcol clearly how far srpirrior in every 
respect is tho syntlicsis fouiidvd on Ibo Love of Kunumity lo that i 
founded on tho Lovo of God. 

Clirislianily aitisfiod Jio iwrl of onr rratmo fully, o.vccpfc the 
affoctions. It rejected [ninginntion, it shrnnlc from Kcimon j ami 3 

thevoforo its jiowcr was always conUjslcd, and could not last. ICvon ' 

in its own sphere of Aflection, its principlos never lunt tliomsolvos i 

to that social direction M-hich tho Catholic jinealhood, with such ' 

veinarkablo )>ersi8tciir.y, endaivourod to givo to them. Tlio aim ^ 
wluoii it sot bofom men, being unreal and povnonal, was ill-suited to 
a life of rnnlity and of social sympathy. U is true that llio univor- ^ 

eahty of this eupvomo nnbetion was indirectly a bond of union; i 

but only wlion it was not at vurianco with truo social fooling. And ; 

from the iiaturo of tho aystoni, opi^oailion boUveon tlicso two t 

principles was tho rule, and hnrmoriy tho oxcojrlion ; siuco IIjo Love ; 

eC God, oven as viewed by the boat Calliolic typos, required in ^ 

almost all eases tho abandonment of ovory oilier passion. The i 

morn] yaluo of such a synthesis consialod sololy in tho discipline : 

winch it eatfiblishod ; disoiplino of wlintovor kind being proforable i 

to anarchy, which would have given free scope to all Iho lowest ; 

propousities. But notwithslaiuHng all tlio tender fooling of the ; 

host mystics, the affuclion which to thorn was suproino adiniUod of 
no real reciprocity. Moreover, tho stupendoua naturo of tho iwurds 
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:nio JiMfiplint! of Volytlicixm wiw usually oonfiuocl to actions: 
soiu'jliiiu'H it i!xU*iulc;»l to IuvIuIn; l)Ut it iiovov touched tUoalfcctions 
from wliieli linth IniliilH uml actions spring. Chvistianity took the 
l)e9t moans of olfocting iln jmr|MJ8o Umt were thou availaldo; but it 
wiH not siiccus^fkil, oxcoptw) fur ns it gave indirect cncouragomont 
to our liiglior hadings. Aiul so vnguo and absolulo wevo its prin- 
ciples, that (>voii lIuK would Imvo been impossible, but for tlio 
wisdom of Llm jirieaUintHl, who for a long timo saved society from 
the dangena inoiilout l«) fto arbitrary a aystom. Hut at Iho closo of 
tiio AgfK, will'll Iho prioHthood became rotrogrado, and lost 

atonco thi'ir momlily and thoir freedom, tho doctriiio was loft to 
its own impolohco, and rapidly degonoratod till it bocamo a chronic 
sourco of degiadalion and of discord. 

Ihil tlu) HynthoftiH Imooil upon .TiOvo of Ilumnnily has too deep a 
foundalion in l^iwitivo triiUi lo Im linblo to similar dcolino ; and its 
induonee eininot hut iiicmiso so long as tho i)rogrc83 of our raco 
endures. Tho Cliuat Ih'ing, who is its object, tolorntos tho most 
scarciiing ('lupnry, and yot dooa not restrict Iho scope of Imagina- 
tion. 'I.hu lawrt whicli regulate lioroxislouco aro now known lo us ; 
and tho iiuny ihsnjdy lior ualuro is investigated, the stronger is our 
consoiousnuSH of hor reality and of iho groatnoss of hor bonofits. 
Tho thought uf hor stiinulidos all tho powors of Imagination, and 
thus omibloH us to purliuipalo in a moasuio in tho universality of 
hor lifo, throughout tho whole oxlont of Time and Spaco of whioh 
wo liavo any vunl knowlndga All our intollcotual results, whobhor 
in art or scionco, aro aliko co-ordinalwl by tho religion of Humanityj 
for it furniRlifirt tho solo bond of connection by wliich permanent 
harmony can ho eatablialicd bolwcon our tlioughts and our feelings. 
It is tho only syatoni which without artificu ami without arbitrary 
roslviction, can ostabliBli tbo propondoranco of AITcction over 
Tliought and Action. It sots /orlli social fooling as tlio first 
principle of nuimlity j without ignoring tho natural superiority in 
strongtli of tho poraonnl iuBtitiola To livo for others it holds to bn 
tho bighoHt liappinesB. To booomo incorporato with Humanity, to 
Bymiiatliizo with all hor former phases, lo foroseo hor destinies in 
the future, and to do wlmt Hoa in us lo forward thorn j this is what 
it puts hoforo us as the coiislanl aim of lifo. Solf-lovo in the 
Positivo sysLom is regarded m tho great infinnity of our nature : an 
infirmity which unremitting diociplino on tho part of each indivi- 
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Iiiapirod ns il is by miicoro gmtiluib*, whicli incvi'iiHcn t)io more 
curofully tlio groiimU for iLuro oxaiuiued.tho of Jbimnnity 

rniats Vmycr fov Lbo Ibuo ftbovo U\o lU-gvadiug iulUio,uca of 
aulf-inlorest. Wo pmy to tlin Kupronio lining ; hiil oiily lo oxpvoss 
oui dcop Uiaiikfulneaa for her prcaonl and puRt l)onnIita, \vluch avo 
an earnest of Rtill groator bloBsiiige in tlio fuLui'n. Doubllcss it is 
a fact of Immnn mitui'C, that ImbiLuol oxprosHion of bucIi foolings 
roucta bonodcinlly on our moral naliiro ; and ru far wo, too, find in 
Prayer a noble i-ecoiniwnso. lliU it is one that can Huggost lo us 
no Bollisb thoughta, since it cjumot coino at all utib'SB it come 
spontaneously. Our liiglu*.Bt ImppinoaH ooiiHistR in Love j and wo 
know tlial nuuo tltnu any ollior feoling lovo Jiiay bo strongllionod 
by oxovciso ; that alono of all foolinga it admits of, and iiieroasos 
with, sinniltancous expansion in all. Humanity will bueomo more 
familiar to us than the old gods woi-o to the J’nlythoistR, yol with- 
out tho loss of dignity wliicli, in Ibeir ease, rosultod fiom familiarity. 
Hor nature has in it nothing arbitrary, yet slm co-O|)oraL08 wilh us 
in tbo worship that wo rondcr, since ui honouring her wo io(;oivo 
back “ graco lor grace”. Komago acctjpLod by tho Deity of former 
times kid him open to Ibo charge o£ puerilo vanity, llul the now 
Deity will accept praise only where it is deserved, and will derive 
froju it equal benefit with oursolvos. TIuh perfect reciprocity of 
affection and of influence is peculiar lo Positive religion, because in 
it alono tho object of worship is a Doing whoso naUito is relative, 
modiliablo, and porfccliblo ; a Doing of whom hor own worshippers 
form a part, and the laws of whoso oxisLonoo, being moro olonrly 
known than theirs, allow her dcBii-os and hor loudoncios to bo moro 
distinctly foreseen. 

BiDoriorit Tho morality of Positive religion ooml)ino8 all tho 
of PosVuvo mo- advantages of 8ponlancousncB.s wllh tlioso of domon- 
Stratton. It is so thoroughly human in all its parts, 
as to preoludo all Uio subtorfugos by which i' 0 ]) 0 jitanoo for trans- 
gression is so often stilled or ovadcu. Dy pointing out distinctly 
tbo way in which each individnul action reacts upon sooioLy, it 
forces us to judge our own conduct without loworing oiir standard. 
Some might think it too gontlo, and not suflloionlly vigorous ; yet 
tho lovo by which It is impired is no pnssivo fooling, but a i)rinoiplo 
Which strongly stimulates our energies to tho full extent compatiblo 


tliiiL lli(> Oi'Kaniflin, RUporior though it ho to nil hoiiigs known 
to nn, in ,V<it \m<l«r tlm tlominion of iiiRcrntnblo laws, and Ib in no 
roBiK'nl oillicH- ahsoluloly porfoct ov nhsolntoly sc.cnvn from danger. 
Mvory tjoj)flitioji of our oxiatoiicn, whollior Iho.so of fclio oxtc-rnal 
world or tliono of our own naliiro, might at some timo bo ooinpro- 
miflpd. J'b'Dii miv inoml and inlollpctnal (ncullios, on which our 
higlii'-nt iiiU’i'o-sta depond, aro no oxcoptioii to Una truth. Suoli 
fontingonci(!H nio alwayn poasihlo, and yoL thoy aro not to prevent 
viH from living nobly ; llioy niuat not le.ssoir onr love, our thought, 
or our iiUbrlH for Uunmnity; they must not ovcrwliclm us with 
nnxicity, nor urgn us to iwoloas complaint. 13ut tho very principles 
which dfuimnd Liiw liigli Rlandard of courago and resignation, aro 
tlioinK(dv(!H well cnif.uliiled to maintain it. i'’oi by nialcing ns fully 
c'OUKcituM of fbn greatness of man, and by sotting ns free from tho 
degrading iiillueiireR td fear, Iboy inapim uh with kcon interest in 
onr <’(rorln, imnbtjunte llumgb thoy be, against tho pressure of 
f.vUdiliea wlnc-h Hit» not always Iroyoud onr i)owor to modify. And 
liuiH the roiu'.linn of tlnwo fatalities upon onr charncLor is turned at 
hint to a most benencial nso. It pj-ovoiils alike overweening 
iinxioly for onr own inLerosls and dull indiffereuco to thorn; 
wliereas, in thoological and inoUipliyBicnl systems, even when 
incnlciiting aelf-donud, tlicro is always a dangerous Lcndoncy to 
conceiitrato tlmuglit on personal tnnsidovations. Dignified re- 
signation to evils wliioh cannot bo resisted, wise and onorgotic 
aotinn whore modification of thorn is poesiblo; siicli is tho moral 
Hluiulard whicli Positivism pnts forward for individuals and for 
Hooiety. 

OiiLlmlicism, nulwitlisUinding tho radical dofeots of iU doctrine, 
Ima nncniiHoiously be.on influonccd by the modern spirit ; and at tho 
elnso of tho J^^ul(I{o Ages was tonding in a dircictioii similar to that 
Imre describod, although iU principles woro iiiconsistouL with any 
formal racognlUon of it. It is only in tlm c-ountrios lliat have boon 
jn-esorvotl from ]'*rotcstnntism that any traces are left of tlioso faint 
elforls of tho priesthood to rise above their own tboories. i'ho 
Catholic Ood would gradually chango into a foohlo and imporfoct 
roprosonlatlon of Humanity, woro not tho olorgy so degraded socially 
as to bo nnablo to participate in tho spontatjoous foolings of the 
Cfimmunity. It is a londonoy too slightly marked to lead to any 
miportiuit result; yet it is a striking proof of tho now direction 
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anco of the worabip o£ Woinoii, wliicli ifi the limt 8t(^p Lowaiila Iho 
worship of Iliimaiiity. Since tho Iwolfth contury, tli(i iiilliumco of 
tlio Virgin, ospocinlly in SjMiin aiul Italy, lui« luion conBtiintly on 
tho inci'onso. 'i'lio priosthood have oftnn i)ioli!.slinl against it, but 
without ofToct; ami aomotiinos they Imvo fmind it necCNsnry to 
sanction it, for tho sabo of prosorving Uioir nuLhority. '.i'lm spooinl 
and privileged adomlion which this bonnliful crciitioii of I’ootry has 
loooivcd, could not but, pvodwco a marked change in U\o apivit of 
Catholicism. It may sen'o as a competing link liotwcnn tho religion 
of our ancostons ami tlml of our doscondants, thu Virgin bneoming 
gmdnnlly regarded as ii pcrsoiiincaliun of JIuinanity, Jdttle, how- 
over, will bo doTio in Diis dimetion by tho established priesthood, 
wliotlicr in Italy or Spain. AVo must look to tho pnnu' agoncy of 
women, who will bo tho means of iulroducing .l^usitivism among our 
Southern brotlu’en. 

All tlio points, thon, in winch tho morality of INwitivo scienco 
excels Uio morality of rovealoil religion aro Hummed up in tho sub* 
slitution of Love of Humanity for Lovo of (iod. Jt ia a principlo 
as advorso to motaphysics as to theology, sinco it oxeludcH all 
poi-sonal considerations, and places liappinoas, whotlier for the 
individual or for society, in constant exorcise of kindly fouling. 
To lovo Hnmanily may ho truly said to oonstitulo llio wliolo duty 
of Man ; provided it l)o clearly understood wliat such lovo really 
implies, and what ni-o the ooudilioiis required for maintaining it. 
The victory of Social Pooling ovor our innato SolMovo is rondered 
possible only by a slow and difficult training of tlio heart, in wbiob 
tho intellect must co-opcralo. Tho moat important part of this 
training consists in tho mutual lovo of Man and Woman, with 
all otlior family afTootions wliioh precede and follow it. But 
every aspect of morality, ovou the personal virtues, are included 
in lovo of Ilnmauity. It furnishes tho best measure of tlioii- 
relative importance, and tho surest method for laying down 
incontcstablo rules of conduct. And thus wo find tho princiidos 
of syslomatio morality to bo identical with those of spontaneous 
morality, a result whidi rondors Positive doctrine equally accessible 
tO' all. 

Riao of tho Science, thoroforo, Poetry, and Morality, will alike 
now Spiritual bo rcgonoratod by tho now religion, and will ultimately 
form QUO hannoniouB whole, on which the dcstiuiea of 
Man will honcoforth rest AVith women, to wliom the first gc.pns 
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A moral imwir anwii compoanl of tho two olmnciils osaontial lo such 
II pinvor, tli (5 HymiMifliotic iiiHuoncc of women in tlio family, the 
flysloiimtic inlhuinoo of Urn prieBlhood on public life. Asa'picli- 
inimivy iiLlemiit Urn Cnlliolic Byslom was most bcnoficial ; but it 
could not In.st, bocaiwo llio ayjilhosis on irhicli it mated was 
imperfect nml unslablo. The Catholic doctrino and worship 
addressed Lhoniatdvua oxchiaivuly to our omoLional nalnro, and oven 
from the mnrid jinhit of view thoir princi))loH woio uncertain and 
arbitrary. 'I'ho Hold of inlcllccl, whother in art or science, ns well 
as tluit of iiractical lifo, would havo been left almost untouched hut 
for Ljm peiHonal clmmoterof thoprio-sls. But with tlm loss of their 
political imlepundoncR, which had hcon always in dangor from tho 
military timdencies of Iho tiino, tho priesthood rapidly dogenorated. 
Thu pystom waa in fact promuLuro; and ovon before tho industrial 
ora of modern Uiuph had sot in, tho ostliotic and motaphysical 
growth of tho times had already gone too far for its fooble power of 
oontrol ; and it thou Iwcamo ns hoslilo to progress as it liad for- 
merly been favmimbhi to it. Afoiiil ipialitios without intollcetua! 
superiority are not ommgh for a tnio spiritual power ; they will not 
onublo it tu modify to any appreciable extent tlio strong propon- 
doranco of miiturial comidorations. Consoiiuontly it is tlio primary 
condition of social rooiT'anizntion to put an ond lo tho stato of ulier 
rovolt which tho intollcct maiiilalns ogaiust tlio heart ; a stato wliich 
has oxistod over siiico Iho cloao of tho Middle Ages, and tlie source 
of which may bo tracdl as far back as tho Greek Mctaphysician.s. 
Positivism has at last ovorcomo Iho immonso (lilficultios of this task 
Its Holntiun consists in tho foundutidu of social ucionco on tho basis 
of Uio jiroliiniiiary ocioncos, bo that at last tboro is unity of method 
in our coucoptUma Our aclivo fiwnllies havo always boon guided 
by tlio Positive Hpirit: and by its oxtonsion Lo tlio sphoru of 
Fooling, a ci)ni|>loto synthosiB, alike flpontancous and systomatio in 
its naturu, is constructod ; and ovory part of our imtnro is brouglit 
nndov tlio rogonomting inlUionco of tho worship of Humunity. 
Thus a now spiritual power will arise, coniploto and homogeneous 
ill stHicturo; cohomnt and at tho samo time progressive; and 
hotter oalculatod Uiaii Catholiciem to engage tho support of women 
which is 80 necessary to its ufllcicnt iicUon on socioly. 


ilirect object of nil our clForts. All Uml woukl 1 h) ncdcsHiiry would 
bo to cfill our reasoning iiowers, iiml alill niorc!, our inmgimition 
into play, in order to keop tins objcict wtiialnnlly in vkiw. I’moly 
lictilious aa such an liypothcsis may bo, it is yet iiu ideal limit, lo 
which our actual lifoshuulil bumoro uml inoro iieurly aiiproxiimilod. 
Ah an Utoiiia, it is ii lit subject for l!io ptusl : and in bin linmla it 
will s\ipi)ly Urn now religion with naourcua far auiHirior to any that 
Cliristiuniiy dorived from vague and unreal [lictun a of fiitnro bliss. 
In it wo may carry out a inoro ptsrfect aociul elaHHilicalion, in which 
men may bo ranked by moral uml inlolluctnal merit, inospccLively 
of wealth or position. J'or tlio only alandavd by wliudi in hiicIi a 
state men could bo Iriod would bo tboir cajavcity Lo love and to 
please Jfumanity. 

yuch a standanl will of courso iiovor bo inactically ac(:ci)led, and 
indeed tho clossilication inquostion would lie impusHiblu Lo eirect: 
yet it should always bo preseut to our juiuda; and should Im con- 
trastod dispnssionaloly with tho actual nrraugtnneiils of Bouiul mnlc, 
with which power, ovon wliero acoidontally ac(iuimtl, haa more to 
do than worth. Tho priosls of lluuinuity with tho asaislanco of 
women will avail thcmsclvos largely of this contrast in modifying 
tho existing ordor. Vosilivist education will fully explain its moral 
validity, and in our religious soi-vices appeal will frequently be made 
lo it. Although an ideal alwlractiou, yet l)cing liasod on reality, 
except so far as tho nccossitics of daily life are ooncornod, it will Ijo 
far moro efTicacious than the vague and uncertain clasaification 
foinulcd on the theological doctnnoof afutnro state. AVln'o society 
learns to admit no other Frovidonco than its own, it will go so far 
in ndnjding this ideal chiasiiloation as to ja’otluco a strong olluct on 
tlio classes wlio are tho bast aware of its impracticability. Jfut 
tlioso who piosB this contmab must bo careful always to respect the 
jiatnral laws wbieli rogrdato tho distribution of wealth and rank. 
They have a dolinito social function, aiul that function is not to bo 
dostroye<l, bnt to bo improved and regulated. In ordor, tbontfovo, 
to reconcile these conditions, wo imisb limit our ideal classilication 
to iiulividunls, leaving tbo actual subordination of ollico and jmsi- 
tion nnail'ocicd. Well-marked poraonnl superiority is not very 
common; and society would bo w<i8ting its powers in useless and 


uu:uui;ii^’, wuuio laewior to jiuigo of moiit, such a couvee 
woulil li(» ultfi-ly Hul.verftlvo of disciidiiio. Uul tlioro would bo no 
luiiitical daiiKiu-, mid niornlly thcro would bo gient advaiitaf^o, in 
|ii)iiU.iiig out, nil i(‘iniirI<iibio enspn which illusiiftto tho differonoe 
l;olweou tho ovd(>v i.f mnk mul iho order of merit. Ifcsiiccl, may bo 
shown to bo imblcHt witlioufc compromising tho autlioiity of the 
HtivmgowL .St. lieriim-d ww esloomod more higlily tlian any of the 
PupoH of his tiino ; ynt lio remained in tho luimblo iionition of an 
abbot, and uovim- fiiilud to sliow tho most perfect dofovcnco for the 
liiglior fiinotionavios of tho CJnircJi. A still more stiihhig exHm[de 
wiiH fmiUHlual by St. Paul in rccognixing tho oliicinl superiority of 
St. I’otor, (if Avhoso monil and menlfll inferioriLy to himself ho must 
havo botui well awaro. All organised corimrationa, civil or military, 
can allow inatmuios on a loss imiiorUmt scale whom tho abstract 
(ivdi'i- of inm-itliaH lioon adopted conBislonUy with tho enneroto order 
of rank. \Vliem lliis is tlio case tho two may bo contiaslcd with- 
out any subvciMivo coissotiuonccs. The contniat will be morally 
bciK’Iicial to all clasHus, at tho snnio lime that it proves tho imiier- 
fecthm III whioli so oonipljealcd un organism as luiinan society must 
111' nvor liablo. 

'I’liuH tho religion of iriimanity creates on iulollcotual and moral 
power, wliioh, could linman life lie freed from tlio pvcssnro of 
.mateviul wanlH, would siillleo for its guidanca Imjicrfeot ns onr 
iialuro assuiedly is, yet social aymiiathy has an intrinsic charm 
which would make it jiaramount, but for tho imperious necessities 
by which tho instincts of aolf-preaervatiou arc stimulated. So 
nrgoiit am (.hoy, that tlio gi’oator imrt of life is necessarily occupied 
with iictioiiH of a 8 olf-r<^nwling kind, before wbicli Ecason, 
Imagiimtiiin, and oven Peeling, liave to give way. Consequently 
tliis morn] jiowei-, \y)iicli spoms bo wo)1 adapted for tlio direction of 
souioLy, must only attempt to act or n modifying influonco. Its 
syinpathotio olomont, in other words, women, accept this necessity 
witliout ditliculty; for true nlfcclion nlwaj^ takes tho right oourse 
of action, as soon as it is elcoidy indicated. But the intellect is far 
luorn unwilling to take a snboi-dinato ))ORition. Its rash ambition 
is far more uiisoUHiig to tho world than Uio ambition of rank and 
wealth, against wliioh ft so often inveigha it is tiie hai-dcst of 
social prolduins to regulate tho oxoroiso of tlio intellectual powers, 
while Securing Ihoin their duo moasuro of intluonco; tlio object 
bejjjg tliat tlieorotical power should bo ablo really to modify, and 


limb yociiity Ims now oiil-firotl on il-s iinliwliiiil plmsf. Uaaod on. 
acc\\vi\b\j in<i\\ivy into tUo \«i 6 t and futuixj dc«U\iiys (i[ wan, iU aim 
is 80 Lo roRoiiomlo our iwlilicnl nclion, na to tranafoviu it nlLinmloly 
into a practical worslup of lluinmiilyj Morality being tlai worship 
rondoi'od by tlio nffoctioiw, Scioucn and I’outry tlmt rundorcd by tlio 
intellect. Such ia tho pnnei)ml luiaHion of tlio Occiilonlal prioat- 
\\ood. a wiasion in winch women wnd the working claascs will 
nctivoly co operate. 

SubatUiitioii object of thia logunovatod polity 

of diitioo for will bo tlio Bubatilulion of Dutios for .liigbta; thus 
‘-isii'a, subonliimting pcraotml lo aocial consideratioiw. 'J’lio 
word Rifjhl fthonkl be excluded fmm )wlilic(d langunge,, i\r tho word 
Can.'ie from tlio langmigo of philosophy. HoUi are tbuolugical ami 
inutnphysicnl conceptions; and Ihu foriuor is ns inunoral and 
8 ubvorsivo ns tho Inllev is unmenning nnd sophisticni. Jlotb nro 
nliko incompatiblo with tlic liiiul slalo; and Iboir valno during tlio 
rovolntionavy ^leviod of modern history baa Bini\)Iy conRieted in thoiv 
solvent action upon provioua sysloms. lligbts, in tho strict sense 
of tho word, are possible only so long as power is coiiaiilorod as 
emanating from a suporluimnii will, iiights, under all tliuological 
systems, wore divinoj bul in thoir opposition Lo tlioocraoy, tho 
vnctaphysiciana of tho last live contnvioa introduced what ihoy called 
the rights of Man j a concftplion, the value of which consisted 
simply in its destructive offocts. ‘Wlmnovor it hns boon taken as 
tho basis of a constructive policy, iU anti-social olinractor, and its 
tondoncy to strengthen individualism have always hoou apparont. 
In the Positive Rtete, where no Bu^roi-uatuval claims aro admissible, 
tlio idea of Itlfiht will entirely ditwippoar. ICvory one has dutios, 
dutios towards all ; but rights in the ordinary sense can bo claimed 
by none. Whatever aocurity tho individual may roipiiro is found 
in tho gonoval aoknowlodgoniont of reciprocal obligations ; and this 
gives a moral equivalent for rights as hitherto claimed, without tho 
serioifts political dangers whioh they involved. In otlior words, no 
ono hns in any case any Right but that of doing his Duty. The 
adoption of this principle is tho ono way of roulising tlio grand ideal 
of tho Middle Agos, tho suboi'dinotion of l^olitics to Morals. In 
those times, however, Uio vost bearings of tho question wove but 
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coimcioua ol ort nil finictiuna, whothor relating to Ordor or to Pro- 
gross, wbioli )i «8 Jitdiorlo performed fipoutaneously. 

iliis IS tlio iiltiiunto object of Positive religion. Without it all 
otlior nsiwadH of that voligioii •.voiild 1« iimdonunlo, nm\ would soon 
coaao to luivo any value. 'I’me nlTcction does not stop short at 
dosiro for good ; Us strains ov(sj'y effort to ntUihi it. The elevation 
of soul nrisiiig fcotti tlionct of cmilouiplnting ami adoring Humanity 
18 not the solo object of religions ^yorrfhip. Above and beyond this 
Lhoro IS Lho motive of liecoming bettor able lo sorvo irtimfinity 
nnceasiiig iicLion on unr prt being necessary for hor preservation 
and dovulopnmiil. This indeed is the most distinctivo foaturo of 
Io 3 iti\o religion, ihuiiuproinn Jieiiig of former times had really 
little need of human sorvicoa. The coiisoqncnco was, that with all 
theological lielioveiH, jmd with wonolhoista especially, devotion 
always Lumled to degonomto into qniolUni. The danger could only 
bo obviated when Lho priesthood had Biifficicnt wisdom to take 
advaidagoof Limvagiioimss of those theorios, and lo draw from lliom 
molivuH for practical oxertion. Nolliing could bo done in this 
dii’oolitm nnliw lho prioslhooil retained their social iiulcpendoncc. 
As 80(111 aa tliis waa Uken from thorn by the usurpation of the 
tomponil iKiwov, (Im more sincoi-o amongst CalhoHcs lapsed into the 
quiotintii; spirit which for a long time luul boon kept in clicck. In 
PositiviHin, on the contrary, tlio doolriiiu ilsolf, irvcspoctivo of the 
olmivicler of its tcnchors, is a direct mid ooiitinuons incentive to 
oxortiou of every kind. The reason for this is to bo found in the 
rolativo and dojiomlont natm-o of our Supremo ]loiug, of whom Jier 
own woi-Hhiiipers form a part. 

In lliis, which is lho essential sorvico of JIumanity, uouaotiaus of 
and wliich infuaos a religious spirit into ovoi-yact of tbo'”Su'm'. 
lifo, Uio feaUiro most prominent is co-opemtioii of clfoit; 
co-ojiomtioii on so vast a scale that los-s complicated organisms 
have nothing to comi>aro witli it. The cousouana of tlio sucial 
orgaiuBin oxtoiula to Time as woll ns Spneo. Hence lho two distinct 
aapocta of aocial sympatliy : the fcoling of Solidarity, or union with 
tho I’l’oaoiit ; and of Contimiity, or union with tlio Past. Careful 
invostigntion of any social phonomonoii, whoUior rolating to Order 
or to Progress, always proves oonvetgencc, direct or indirect, of all 
oontomporariefl and of all former gonomtions, willun certain gcogra- 
]>!iical and ohronuluglciv} iiinils: ami Uioso limits recode as tho 


1)0 8abor«Hnal<!(l tu Mornlft is, tlinl iiuUvidunlH hIiouM no vogiivdcd, 
nob (IS HO nifitiy tUrtUiicb boings, but «is lugniiH of oiio Supronio Jloing. 
Indtioil, in all HotUed stales of twicinly, llio iiidiviihud liaw always 
boon considorod as n public iunclionnry, lliling moro or loss 
odioiontly a dcllnito iwst, wbothor funnally (i\)lioinLi’,d to it or not. 
yo fiuulmnoiiLal a priiidplo line over boon rot ognisod iiiHLincbivoly 
up Lo tbo period oT rovolutioiuiry transition, which is now at longth 
oomiiig to an (iiul; a poriod hi whirh Lho nhstrucLivo and corrupt 
charncier of organizocl society roiiwd a spirit of anarchy which, 
though at llrst fnvoumblu (-o progmss, has nr)W Ik^coihu an ohstaolo 
lo it. Positivism, however, will plnco lliis principle beyond roach 
of attack, ))y giving a systomnlio iloiiionstrntioii of it, based on the 
sum of our scicntilic knowledge. 

Coniinnityof donioiiHfmlion will 1)0 the intolloctual basis 

tho witii on which tho moral uvillunity of the Ul^w piicHtUood 
tuoi>iogout. ^^jji What they have to do is to show tlio 

dopoiidanco of oacli iinporlant ijuaslion, as it avisca, upon social 
co-operation, and by thia means h) imlicato tho right jiatli of duty. 
Per this purpose all tbolr BcioiiUno knowledge ami esthetic ])OWor 
will bo needed, othovwiso social feeling co\iUl never bo developed 
sulUciontly to prodneo any strong olfeot upoji conduct. It would 
never, that is, go furtlier than the feeling of luoro solidarity with 
tho Present, which is only its incipient and ludimontary form. 
We see this imfortimato narrowness of view too often in tho best 
socialists, wlio, leaving tho pi-esont without roots in tho post, would 
curry us headlong towai-ds a future of which they liavo no definite 
conception. In all social phenomena, and ospceially in those of 
jiiodorn times, tho participatioii of our prodocossors is groator than 
that of our contemporaries. This truth is ospocially apparent in 
industrial undertakings, for which tho combination of oflbrts 
roquivod is so vaat. It is our fllinlion with tho Past, oven more 
than our connection with lho Prosonl, wliicli teaches ua that tho 
only real life is tho collcotivo Ufo of tho race j that individual life 
has no existoncooxcopt as an abstmetion. Contimntyia tho fcaUiro 
which distinguishes our raoo from all othors. Many of tho lower 
races are able to form a union among their living momboi-s ; but it 
was reserved for Man to ooueoivo and roalizo co-operation of 


WHICH Iimucos uml inistakou ftiUipfithy to all 
foniiB of nilioniaiico wliich is now m common. ScienUtlf! study of 
l.ifiLoi-y would Himu conviiico Unwo of our socialist w. itcis u Jio aro 
aiiicoro ol Mmir ludinul error in Uiis rospe-ot. If thoy were more 
familmr with Uiu coliwtivo iiilienlmicc of society, the value of 
winch no mio ain soriotiKly dispute, thoy wouhl feel loss objoction 
to iiilun ilimce in itHap|iUcntionlu hulividuals or fmiiilica. Practical 
oxpoiience, iimivovor, hritiging thorn into conlncli with the facts of 
llio cusi!, will gradually show them tluit without the sense of 
contiiiuity with tlm Past tlioy cannot really mulorstaiul their 
solidarity with the Ihusont. Kor,in tiro /riot |)Jaco, raoli individual 
in the coiuho of liia growth passes B]>ontnneonsly through pliasos 
covroHpundiiig iu a groat inoasiue to thuse of our historical dovelop- 
mont ; and tlmrohno, without stiino knowJcdgo of tlio history of 
sooiuly, lie euinuiL uiulorsland the history of his own life. Again, 
each of UiuHu mmeoHaive phases nmy bo found amongst the less 
advaiuwd iiationH who do not iw yot ^mre in lire general progress of 
lluniunity: so that we cannot properly sympatliii'.o witli llicse 
nations, if wo ignuru tho miccesivo stagosof dovelo])moiit. in Wosteni 
JCuiopu. '.I’ho nobler snoialisls nnd comiminisls, those o.spocially 
who belong to llio working classes, will soon bo alive to tbo error 
am) iliingi.'j’ of tljeso incoJisislowcios, and will supply this dc/ioicncy 
in tlii'ir mluoiition, which at prcswit vitiates thoiv cfTorts. With 
woiniui, Ibo purest and most sponlnncons olomont of the moderating 
power, tilt) priests of f fuiimnity will fiml it loss diOiouIt to intro- 
dneo Urn luoail principles of historical science. They arc moro 
inclined tlian any other claiw to recognise uur continuity with tho 
Past, hi'ing UuuiibcIvoh its original source. 

Without a soionliilo basis, thei-cfore, a basis which 
mubt iUolf rcBl; on llio wdiolo sum of Posilivo specula- k ^ 

lion, it is iinposBiblo for our social symimlluGs to u'S 

develop lliemsolvos fully, bo as to extend not to tho tnitus, auu 
ProKont only, but tdso and sliH moro strongly to tlio monb^poiwft' 
Past. And lliis is tho llret inolivo, a inotlvo foimclod 
alike on inornl and on iutolloctual conaidorations, for 
tlio separation of temporal fi-om spiritual power in tho Unal organi- 
zation of society. 'L'lio more vigorously wo concoiitrato our efforts 
upon social progress, the moro clearly sliall wo fool tho impossibility 
of modifying social phouomona without knoM'ledge of tho laws that 


necessary lor llio clillimioii of their in uio iiiiiinr arts 

of life it in f'cmnuUy nicogniml nhoiild bu invesli^aUnl 

and tnuf?lit by Uunkfii-s who nro not concnriictl in apiilying thorn. 
In the art of Social Life, ao far inoro ilinic.ult ftinl iimioitanl Ilian 
any oilier, the fie|inmtion of theory from pruclico in of far greater 
niomont. Tim wisdom of such n couwo is obvinua, ami all oppnsi- 
Uon to it will Im ovorcomo, na Hoon as it boeoniea goiiernlly 
recognised that Kooinl phcmomoiia am ftnbjcct to iiivariablo laws ; 
laws of so comiilifrtldl a nliaracler ami ati dopendont upon otlior 
sciences as to inako it doubly ueccHnary tlial iiiinda of the liiglicst 
• order should bo speeially devoU'il to tlinir inleriirutaLion. 

But thovo is auotlior asjioct of the qiiostioii of mil loss iiupoi lauco 
ill sound polity. Separation of lomporal from spirilimi power is as 
necessary for freo imllviclual activity as for social co-ojumition. 
Iliunanity is oharactcriscil by tlio iudopondonco us u'oll as by the 
convergence of Uio indivuUuila or fiimilieaof which «lm is composed. 
The latter condition, convorgonco, is lluiL which secures Order; 
but tho formor is no less essential to I’rogrcss. Both uro aliko 
UYgont •. yet in aiwiont times they worn iu<min\mLiblo, for tlu^ reusou 
that spiritual ami tonqmml jKiwor were always in tlin same liamlsj 
in tho hands of tho priests in somo casos, at other timus in t)io.so of 
tiro inilitaiy chief. As long os tho Biato hold togothor, the iudo- 
pondonco of tho individual was liabitunlly sacrificed to tho conver- 
gence of tlio body politio. This explains why tho concoplion of 
Progress nevor arose, even in the minds of the most viaioniivy 
scliomcrs. Tho two conditions wore irreconcilablo until tlio JTiddlo 
Ages, when a lomarkablo attompt was mado to supamto tlio modify- 
ing power from the governing power, and so to niako Politics 
subordinate to Morals. Co-operation of efforts was now placed on 
a diffovont footing. It was tho result of froo assent rondovfid liy Ihe 
heart and umloratftnding to a religious sysLcin which laid down 
general rules of conduct, in which nothing was avliitraiy, and wliicli 
wore applied to govoruois ns strictly as to tlioir subjects. 'J'lio 
consoqiionoo was that Catholicism, nolwilhslnnding its cxlroino 
defects inlolloctunlly and socially, proiliicod moral and political 
rosuUs of very groat vnliio. Chivalry aroso, ii typo of life, in which 
tho most vigorous indopeiulcnco was couibinod with tho most intense 
devotion to a common cause. Kvory class in Wostom Society was 
elevated by this union of personal dignity with universal broLlicr- 




c'Hpnciftlly in .coiniLiit’s iinUnichctl by rrolcslnnlism. 13y it the 
incdimyal KyHlmii luopaml tbo wjxy for tlio concoplion of Humanity; 
fiiiico it put an eiul to Urn fatal oppoRitiou in wliicli tlio two 
•clmmctcriatiii !ittril)ntos of Humanity, indopoiKleiico and co opora- 
tion, Imd liitlmrlo cxifllod. Catholicism brought unity into tlieo- 
Ifigical i-oligion, and by doing so, Io4 to its dcclino ; but it paved 
tlio way long liuloiolmnd for tlio inoro coinploto and inoro real 
jn incipln of unity on wliioh lunnan society will bo linally organiaed. 

.But moritoiiouR and uaofnl as Ibis prcmntnrc atlompl was, it M'aa 
no nail Holution of tlio {irobhiin. Tho spirit and tninpoi of the 
jmriod worn not njiti for any (lofinito solution. Thoologicnl beliof 
and military lifo woro alike inconsistent with any pcvmnnont 
Roiiamtion of tlionrotical and practical {lowers. It was inaiiitainod 
only for a b'W cmitmii’a pi-ccarimisly and inadequately, by a sort of 
natural lialanea or latlior oscillation botween imporialisni and 
thoucracy. But Um {lowtivo spirit and the iiuluatvial character of 
modern times lend uaturally to tins division of power ; and when 
it is consc.iouHly ivcngnised ns a principle, tho dilTiculty of reconciling 
co-o|)omtioii witli imloiamdnnco will exist no longer. Kor in tho 
lirst place, the rulos to which human coiulnct will bo subjected, will 
loat, (IS in (hitliolio timoa, but to a still bighor decree, upon porsua- 
siou and conviction, inalend of coiiijiulsion. Again, tlio fact of tho 
now faith being always suHcoiitible of demonstration, rondcra the 
spiritual systoiu based on it more olovating as well ns moro durable. 
The rules of Ciitliolio morality woro only saved from being arbitrary 
by tlm inlroduetion of a supornaturnl Will ns a substitute for more 
human authority. Tho plan had undoubtedly many advantages; 
but liberty hi tho true souse urns not socurod by it, since tho rules 
romaiiifld an boforo witliout explanation; it was only tlioiv source 
tliat was ciiaiigod. Still less successful was tho snbeoqnont altonipt 
of motuiiliysiciiins to provo that submission lo govornmont was tlio 
foundation of virtuo. It was only a return lo tho old system of 
arbitrary wills, slriiipod of tlio theoemtio sanction to which all its 
claims to rospoet and its freoilom from caprico hud beon due. Tho 
only way to reconcilo indojiondonco with social union, and thoroby 
to reach Ivuo liberty, lies in obedience to tho objeclivo laws of the 
world and of human nature ; clonring those as far as possible of all 
that is subjoctivo, and llms rendering thorn amonnblo to scientific 
donionstration. Of such immenso conscquoiico to society will it bo 




obcilionco : il» implies Ihc devolion of ovovy fiicully of ouv miUiro to 
tliQ impvovomont of a world of which wo nvo in n Iriio b(Miso iimsloiH. 
Tlio nnUiml laws to which wo owo suhmission fuvnisli Lho basis for 
our intovvontiou ; they direct o«r olforla and givo stability to our 
puvposo. Tho more iwrloctly they aro known, tbo inovo fvoo %viU 
ouv coiubict boemno from nrhitrory command or snrvilo cibodioncc. 
True, ouv knowlodgo of thoso laws will vury snldoiu attain huoIi 
precision us Lu oirnblo us to do nltognthov witlioiiL compulsory 
authority. When lho hitollcct is ijuulo<pmto, Llu’ hiiurt must tako 
it« place. TUoi'o ate covtaiii rules of Ufa lor which it ia diiricuU to 
assigti tho exact ground, and whoro iifTcotion must assist iiiasou in 
supplying motivoa for t»bedioiico. 'Wliolly to dispoiian with arljit- 
rary authority is impossibloj nor will it dugrado us to submil to it, 
provided that it Im alway.s rognnlod as secondary to tlic uniform 
supromaey of oxtornal Iawb, and that ovory stop in tliu dovolopmont 
of our mental and moral powers shall restrict iU employmont. 
Both conditions are evidently eatisflod in tho Positive systoni of 
lifo. Tho tondonoy of inodctn industry and 8 oionf,o is to mako r\R 
less dopondont on individual caprico, fis well as luovo assimilable to 
the universal Oiganism. Poaltivisni tlioroforo seeures tlm liborty 
and dignity of man by its demonstmtiou tliat social phenomona, 
lilco all others, are subject to natural laws, which, within certain 
limits, are modUiablo by wise nullon on the part of society. Totally 
contrary, on tho other hand, is the spirit of motaphysical sohoincs 
of polity, in which society is supposed to have no spontaneous 
impulsos, and is handed over to tho wdll of tbo legislator. In those 
degrading and oppressive udiomos, union is purchased, as in ancient 
times, at tho cost of iiidciHindencn. 

In those two ways, then, I*08itivo religion inlluoncos tho practical 
lifo of Humanity, in accordance with tlio natural laws that regulate 
her oxistouco. First, the sense of Solidarity with tho Present is 
pcrfcoLcd by adding to it tho souse of Continuity with tho Past; 
secondly, tho eo-opomtion of her individual ngonts is rondored 
compatible with their indopendoiice. Not till this is done can 
Politics become really subordiimto to Morals, and tlio fooling of 



, iiuiiniuhU(a.M« mny nc*, niw.iys bo iijodiliod by morality 
WIioiciH III all moliq.lijvuMl ByHluiiis (if jiollly nothing is providod 
for but tlio iiiiiili'H i)f acticBs lu govornmoiit and lUo limits of its 
vaj-jMiitf .)(‘|»u)lmoii!a; im principjc^i nro given to direct its apidica- 
tioii or to cimlilo iirt Lu foi iii ii right jmtginoiit of it. 

brniu lliis gi'iH’.iiil vioMr tif the jiriicUc^l sorvieo of N'liiitivo 
iliiiimiiily, wo piisH now u, tliy two Iciulmg divisions SSy. j.o?! 
of till.' Kiiliji'ct ; with llio view of coniploting onr con- 'v Ca- 
coiition of dm fniidtinuuUil priiiciplo of Positive iornS“‘‘'® 
I’olilyi Iho Hi‘|iiimtiiin of tempoml froiUBpiiitual jHJwor. 

T)ju action of Humanity roJntos oithor to her oxtonml circum- 
sUnecH, or to Llm fiir.U of Imr own iinUiro. ICiich of tliose two great 
fiinctioiiH iiiviilviiH liolli Drthrr niid ProgrusB; but Iho /list rolatcs 
j moru Hpuciiilly lu Llio jncHurviilitm of lior exisleiico, the second to 
j her pi'ogroHrtivu iluvclupnmul. IlunHiuity, like every other organ- 
ism, ims to imt iiliceaHingly tlio smi-omuliug world in order to 
iimintiiiii imd exti'iiil Inn- niuluriul oxialuiico. Thus the chief object 
of Jmr ]»iactical JIfu is to satwfy tlio u'diita of our jiliysicaf nature, 
wants which iii'ci‘«Biliitu contiminl reproduction of materials in 
HiillicimiL ijuiiiitities. '.I'hm )u-oductioii Hoon comes to dopoiul more 
on Urn co-opouiLion of succossivii genomtiona llmu on tliut of con- 
toinnoniries. I’,vi*n in tliiiso lower but indiRpensablo functions, wo 
woric prinr{|ml(y for mir successors, mul the i-csults that wo enjoy 
■ am in great jmrt dun to thoso that Imvo gone before us. Each 
gonciatimi iimducos mom iimterinl U'onlth than is required for its 
own wants ; and Iho use of tho surplus is to fncililiito the labour 
and )m>|mio the iimintciuinco of iho gonomtion following. Tlio 
agents iii this tiHiiKinisaioji of woiilUi imUimlly tidce tho lead in tho 
iiuliisli'iiil iimvuiimiit ; since tho possession of provisions and inslru- 
nimits of production gives an advanlugo winch can only bo lost by 
iimmual incii|moity. And tliia will seldom happen, bccauso capital 
miinrally Icimls to aconimdntQ witli Uioso who malco a cautious and 
skilful use of it. 

ClajiilidiBls then will bo tho tompoml chiefs of modern society. 
Tliuir (illlce is cmisecvalod in Posilivo religion ns that of the nutritive 
lagans of iruninnity j organs which collect and preparo tho materials 
imcusHavy for life, and wliioh also dislribuLo thorn, subject always to 
tlie inlliiencu of a modifying ceutmloigan. The dirootnnd palpable 
imporhuico of tfioir functions is a nliimdus to pride ; and in ovciy 
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VW180J1 fiJKl to moi-aiity. iicnco mu jmn, ui u . 

forces to oxcrciso a oomtant check upon llio liimhifBH Avilli wlucli 
they are so apt to wso Ihoir milhoriiy. Aih\ U\i» kailA ub to tUo 

soGOiicl of tho two groat functions of llumanily. 

n.ooo ..ro This function is analogous to that of Innevvahuu n\ 

..lodidod by inflivulunls. Its object is tlio mlvanmimnl of Iluniu- 

t!;ncum“8?S nifcy, wko«‘or intalUaannl 

fniiiiodbyUio moral aspecls. ft jniglit Hooin at IiihI siglil ro- 
Swu fitriclwl, ns in lower orgnuiains, to the eocomlavy olViuo 

of assisting tho nutritive function. Soon, liowcn-ov, it (levHopfl 
nimlitins peculiar to itself, qualities on which our highest happiness 
dcpoiuls. And thus wo might iiimgiito that life waa to hn mitircly 
given up to tlio free ploy of ronRon, imagiimlion, ami icehng, were 
wo not constantly forced back by tho ncocssities of our phyHical 
natiiro to less dolighlful occupations. Thoroforu Ibis nilcllciiUial 
and luornl function, nolwitbstniuling its omincnco, can luiver tio 
supremo in our naturo; yot iiulopeiulontly of ila iutvinsio ohavin, it 
forms our principal means, wlmtbcr usnd consciously m’ otluuuiso, 
in controlling tho somowlmt blind action of tlm nutiilivo organs. 
It is in women, whoso functioii is analogous to that of tho alleutivo 
organs iu tho individual brain, that wo find this modifying inlluoncu 
in its purest and most spontaneous form. Ihit tho full value of 
their influeuco is not realised until they act in coiuhinution with llio 
philosophic class j which, though its direct ouorgy is small, is ns 
indisnonsablo to tho collccUvo Oiganism ns tho spccuhitivu fumstinns 
of tho brain iiro to tho individual. Besides theso two ossuntinl 
olomonts of moral |H)Wcr, wo riiul, wlion Kumanity roaohes her 
maturity, a third olomont which complctos tlio constitution of this 
))owor and furnishes a iMisis for its political action. L'his third 
elomont is tho working class, whoso inllucnco niay bo rogarded ns 
the aclivo function in tho imiorvatiou of tlio social Organism. 

It ia indeed to tho working class that wo look for tho only pos- 
siblo solution of tho great human problom, tho victory of .Social 
fooling over SolMovo. Thoir want of leisure, and their poyorly, 
oxcludos thorn from political irower ; niid yot wealth, wliich iH tho 
biwis of that power, cannot bo produced without thorn. They nro 
allied to tho spiritual powor by tiro similarity of thoir lastos aud of 
thoir oircuuistatvccs. Moreover, they look to it for systoniatio 
education, of Uio imi>ortaiico of which not luoroly to thoir Imppinossj 


niiu ini' cnarin ni la maro improsaou on Ilium by Uioir 

oxi'oriuiiui' of lifu. Ah tlmir Htroiiglh lios in mimbors, they have A 
mmU'V U'mli'iwy in union Umn tiapUaliHia, who, hnvinj* in Ihoiv own 
IiiiiuIh a jinwi'i- wliicli (hoy aro apt to supposo rosisllcsg, have no 
8Uch motivo fur (iHHociiiliim. Tlmy will givo llioir energetic support 
to tliii pvii'HlIinoil ill ilH ulIortH to conU'ul tlionbiisu of the jiowor of 
wodltli, aii'l in t'Vi'iy ivHpcot tlioy nro jircpnind tonecoptand onfotco 
its niiihil iiilluciK'o. Iluiiig iil onco opociul and gonornl, practical 
(Uid H\nu'.ululivo, luul at lUo wvmo limo always nuiumted by Btroug 
syiiipiilliii'H, tlmy fniin an inU'i-modliito link botweon tlio practical 
and tlmni'i'tii'al pinvors j cuumwUHl with tlio ono by tlio need of 
oducatiiiii and i-duiiki'I, and with Uio olhor by the necessities of 
labour and HubHiHlcimu. Ttio pooplo ropresonb Iho activity of tho 
iSupi'onm lh'ing,aa wuiuon roiaustinb its sympathy, and philosospliors 
its inli'Ili'i'.l. 

lint in till' organi/od action of thoso thrao organs of innorvation 
upon tim organs of social nutrition, itinnst bo borne in mind lliat 
Dm liiUi-r iiro not to Im iin{HMlud in tliuir functions, Tho control 
oxoruiHiiil is to bu of a kiinl that will onnoblo thorn by sotting Dicir 
liiiportaimo in ils triio light. ITuo, wo nro not to oncoiirago tho 
foolish and iininoml prido of modern onpilalisUi, wlio look upon 
llmmHulvi'H us tho croalors and aolo nrbilors of llioiv material power, 
tho fouiidationH of wblch avo in ronlity dno to Ibo combined action 
of thoir luoduci'SHors and contuniporaricB. T’hoy ought to bo 
rogardud himply as ]»ul)lio fnnctionnrica, ro8|M)nsiblc for tho admiuis- 
tnitlon uf capital and tho diroctiou of industrial ontovpriso. ^ But at 
tho sanm tiuio wo must bo careful not to undorrnto tho immonso 
valuoof thoir function, or in any way obstruct its performanco. AU 
tliis followH at unco from tho policy of Separation of Powers. Tho 
« responHibilily under wliioli it is hero proposed to place capitalists is 
piiioly moral, wlmioas motapliyaioians of tlie revolutionary school 
navoalwaya boon in favour of political cooroion. In cases whore 
. tho rich iiugleot tlioir duty, tho Positive priesthood will resort m 
Ibo first insliinco Lo ovmy mothoil of conviction and povsuttBloii that 
can bo suggestud by tlio oduoatiun which tho rich havo rocoivod m 


siaiMl. JU vury jkiiiuiiio ciiaca i/v< lu 

lUc exU'Otuo loui^Ui ot eocial excomimmiciitioii, Lho cOIcrtciy of V’liidi, 
in cnso8 wlicro it dcHorml iiiiil rowtvfil general nHj'onl, ^vo^lUl ])o 
ovoii gi'cnlor tlmii in tUa Agra; llio ingnnixnlion of llio 

R\)iril«al iiowor iu Uioao timoa being very imperfect. .Ihib oV(tn in 
this case tlio menns uawl for ro))rcsH|nn an; of a pnn'ly inoial kiiul. 
Tlio inci'Oiisingly rmo easos tbal call for iih'iihiiiuh buloiig 

oxcluaivoly to Um province of tbe IcmpomI poM'cj'. 

lIorocliLnry tninsniisHiim of M'ealtli Ima been alruiigly comloninol 
by inclapliysical wrilera. But il» is after all a iiiitural mndo of 
IranamisHion, and tlic inorol diaciplino above desciilu’d will bo n 
sufficient cliock ujion iln worat abnaes. "NVlicu Ibo aeiiHo of J )uty is 
siibatiluted for llio aunau of Itighb it inallora liUlo who may bo Um 
possessor of any givon power, provided it Iw well used. Inliori* 
tnneo, ns Positivism shows, Ima great aocinl mlvaiiliigcs, especially 
wltcn ni)]ilied lo functions whicli re<|uiru iio exlmordiiiary cajmeity, 
and which aro best learnt in tlio Imiiiing of domesLio lifo, Taking 
the niovnl jioint of view, wo lind that men who Imvo bi'cn always 
accustonicd to wcnlth aio more disposed lo b(t gonerous than Ihoso 
M’ho have ainasscd it gradually, however boaoumbhi llm ineaiis 
used. Inhcrilanco was originally tlio mode in M'hieh all fuiietions 
wore transniitlod ; and in tho cnaoof wwdlh there is no leaaun wliy 
it should not always continue, siiico the mere prcsorvalion of wealth, 
wilhoiiL refcronco to its employmonl, requires but littlo ai'ccial 
ability. 'J’lioio is no gunmulco that, if other guaidiaiis of capital 
were appointed, tho public would bo Imtler served. !Modern 
industry has long ago prevod Iho administmlivo sujieiioiily of 
])rivnlo ontcipvisc in coininorcial f rauaactious ; and all sooial fimc* 
lions that admit of it will gradimlly pass into private nmiiagcmeiit, 
always oxcoptiiig tho great thcoreliu functions, in wliich combined 
action will over bo necessary. iBoclaiin ns tho oiivious will 
against hereditary wealth, ila possessoia, when Ihuy havo a good 
disposition moulded by a wise education and a hcalUiy stale of 
jiublic opinion, will in ninny ensea ronlc amongst llio most useful 
organs of Humanity. Ik is not tlio class wlio constitnie the moral 
force of society, that will give vent to tlioso idle complaiiils, or at 
least they will bo confined to thoao individuals among them who 
fail to uiKlorstand tho dignity and valuo of thoir conunoii mission 
of elevating man’s alTedtioiis, intellect, and cnoigios. 


1 1 • ■ • - •luiKoii , i,iiu auuuiiu, unciip uim 

AeliV(j uliiss Hlionlil aiip|>ort Iho Speoiilativo class. Tlio necessity 
o£ IjoLli tlii'sd cntnliUnita is oviacntj wUhontUvem Uic ntTectivo anii 
fipcciiliitivo fuiK'.lioiiH of IhmmiiHy cannot ho ndcqimtoly poifoinied. 
Private fiml pnldio wi-lfufonm ao Ucwply involvcuUu Uiq mducncc 
ox'orciHi'il Ity IViOiiiK over tlm inlolloctunl ami active powers, that 
wo «lmll tlo well to Hocuro that innnoncn, oven at tho cost of 
roinovinj' ono luiif of tlin mco from imhislrinl oecuimtions. Even 
in the lowest trilics of Havufjoa wo fiiul tho atrongoi sox locognisiiig 
Romo oMigiitioiiH towanlK tho woakor; ami it is this wliicli clistin- 
giiiRhiiH Iminim lovi', ovon in its ctwwoi* forma, from animal appetite. 
Witli (’Vary flli'p in tho prognws of llnnianity wo fhul the obligation 
moro iliRLiiic.lly nokiiowlwlgotl, and moro fully satisfied. In Posi- 
tivo roligion it booomoa a fnmlnmonlal duty, for wliicli each 
indiviiliml, or oven Hoeicty, when it may bo nocossary, will bo liold 
rcfl|ioimibh'. An to llio Rocoiid principle, it is ono which has been 
alivmly adiiiitliul by former syalems ; and, in spiloof tlio uiiarcliy in 
which wo \ivo, it 1ms nover l>wm wholly discaidod, at least in coun- 
trioa whi(!h liavo boon unnR’octoil by tho individualist toncloncies of 
PvotoHtnntiHnn I’ositivisjn, howevor, while adopting tho pvinciplo 
na indispunsaltlo to tho tluiorolic fnnclions of Humanity, will employ 
it fnv n\ovo Rpaiingly lUaa (jaU\olici«m, tho decay of which was 
very much lumtunod by its oxcesaivo wealth. If temporal and 
Hpivitiml power uvo really to Iw fiopai-atml, philosophors should liavo 
as litihi to do with wciiltii as with govoroment. llosembling M'omon 
in thoir oxchision from political power, thoir position ns to wealth 
ehoulil ho liko that of tho working olassos, proper regard being had 
to tho rcquireniontfl of their olfleo. By following tlii.s course, they 
may 1)(» coiilldnnt that the purity of thoir opinions and advice will 
novor ho culled in {piosticHi. 

Thoso two Komlitloiis thon, Capitalists, as tho normal ndminis- 
tratorn of tho common fund of wealth, will bo o.xpectod to satisfy. 
They imiHt, that is, ro rogulato tho dislrihutiou of wages, that 
womou fllmll ho velonsod from work; and thoy must soo that 
propor ]'omunomU<m Is given for inlolloctual hihouv. To oxnofc tho 
purformanoo of thoso conditions scorns no easy task ; yot imtil tlioy 
aro Haliftliod, tho equilibrium of ouc social economy will remain 
nnslnhlo. Tim iiistitntion of property can bo maintained no longer 
upon tho imlonahlo ground of porsonal right. Its pvoaont possessors 
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tlmn bo rogunlorl with Iho liighost rcsisocL, fur nil will fool tliiit Iho 
oxislonco of lluumnity dopoiuls on it. Aliko on inlollocliml iiml on 
inovivl gvooncla, society will ropiuliHlo Llio onvioviH piiHsions nnd - 
subversive views which ftio ftinused nt lucsoiit by llio unfiuimlcd ' 
clninia of properly, fliul by Us vcpwVmliou, «inco llio kliibllo Ages, 
of ovory renl nioinl oblignlion. Kich mon will fool Llml iirinoiiilos 
like Lliose, leaving ns Ihoy do so largo n innrgin of voluiilnry nclion i 
to tbo iwUvbUval, ate Um> only lucLhwl of CRCupiug from the political , 
oppression with w'hich they aro now Ihmilcmiil. 'I'lie froo eoncoii- 
trntion of capital will Ihoii bo rondily nceepled ns micossary to ila 
social iisofulnoss ; for gioat duties imply great piiwms. 

tioifoAtrio^w! linmaiuty may hojMj to regeirowto the mivU'vinl power 
of wealth, ami bring tlio mitritivo functions of Hooiety 
* ' into Imnnony with tho olhor jiarls of Ibo body jiolilia. 
The contoals for which ns yot thoro aro hut too nmny inolivos will 
llion cense ; tho People without Joss of dignity will give fi(!C play 
to tboir natural instincts of respect, and will bn n» %Yilling to accept 
tlio authority of their political rulcis ns to jilnco conlidonco in their 
spiritual guides, 'llioy will fool tlint true liaiipiuosa has no nccewfiary 
comvecliou with wealth; tluit it depends far luoro on froo play hoing 
givon to tboir inlollccUinl, moral, and social qunlilios; nnd llint in 
this rcsiiect thoy aro moro favonmbly situated than Ihoso nbovo 
thoni. Thoy will eonso to napiro to tho onjoyinenls of wealth and 
power, leaving thorn to tliosowhoao political activity roquiros that 
strong stimulus. ImicK man's ambition will bo to do his work woU; 
and after it is over, toporfonn his moro general function of nsHiating 
tho p])\iiluftl powor, nnd of taking part in iho foriiiiilion of Piiblio 
Opinion, by giving his best judgment upon paaaing oventa. Of tho 
limits to bo obsorvod by tho spiritual i)owor tho Tooplo will bo well 
aware; and they will ac<»irt none which does not suhovdinalo tho 
intolloct to tlio heart, and gimnmlco tho purity of ila dootrino by 
strict abstinonco from {mlilicnl power, lly an appeal to llio princijdcs 
of Poaitivo Polity, tlioy will at oneo oliock any foolish ylolding on 
tho jiart of philosophoiu to political ambition, and will loatoro tho 
tomporal power to its x«^poT plnco, Thoy will bo awavo that 
tbongli tlio gonoml principles of practical lifo rest upon Scionco, it 
is not for Soionoo to direct their application. Tho inonpnolty of 


tho cdpiliiUHt iiolmn nnd iiulhoritnlivo direction. Iliis is tlio only 
diHLrilmliim of piiwer ; niul tho pcoplo will imist on nmin- 
UiiiiiiiK it in iln iiUi'^iity, wioing, m thoy will, tiiat without it the 
liaiitidiuouH (ixiHtiinoo r»f Uuiumiity is imiMXviiblo. 

this view of the pnictiiinl sido uf tho roli''ion 
nf Ihmmnity liiktui in ooniioction with its inlollcctiml yot Ovo furuto 
imd moi'ul Hide, wo nmy form ii fionornl conception of ® 

llm linal ii-orf'iinizuLian of political inslitutioiis, by 
which iildim iliii ^rciit llovolutinu can bo brought to a ^ 

(’lose, Dut tho tinio for olfootiiig this rccoiislniction 
lias iidt yet cdiiu). Thuro must ho a provions roconstniction of 
opiiiidiiH imd hiiliils of lifu «inm tho basis laid down by Vositivism ; 
mid for tliin at least ono gmiomtlon is roquired. In Llio intorvnl, all 
pdlitical measui'OH nmst mtaiii thoir provisional oharnctor, although 
ill firiniiiig llioin tho Ihnd alato is always to be lakcu into account. 
As yut iidthiiig can ho naid to liavo boon o.stnblislio(l, except tlio 
mnnd priiiciplo on winch Positivism rests, tiio subordination of 
Pdlitie.H to MdialK, Knr tliis is in fact implicitly involved in tho 
]iVdola)ualidn of ii Jtupuhlic in Pmiico ; a slop which cannot now bo 
vucnllud, and which iinpliua Hint each citi/oii is to devote all his 
facnitioa to tho Hovvico of Humanity. Put witli regard to tho social 
oi gaiiizulion, hy which alone this prinoiplo can bo caniod into effect, 
altiidugh iUt Imsis has heoii laid down hy Positivism, it has not yob 
rocoivod tho sanction of tho Piiblio. It may bo hoped, liowovor, 
tliat tlio nidUo which I Imvo put forwanl as descriptive of tho now 
pdlitical pliihiaojiliy, Onlar and Proyrm, will soon bo adopted 
HpoiilaiioouBly. 

Ill tho llrst or nogiiUvo phase of llio llovolution, all Fi„tiopoiu- 
tliat was domi was utturly to ropudiato Iho old political 
syHloin. IS'o indication whalovor was given of tho stato ““ 

of tilings wliicli was to aiicccod it Tho motto of tho 
tiiiie, Liba-fn laul Jf'qimlity, is an oxaot roprosontation of this stato 
of tilings, tho coiuliliona oxprps-scd in it being utterly contradictory, 
and iiioompatiblo Avith oiganization of any kind. I’or obviously, 
Lihoriy givos froo scopo to siiporiority of nil kinds, and especially 
to moVid and montal superiority j so that if a uniform loyol of 
ICquulity is insislccl on, fiocdom of growth is chocked. Yot incon- 
sistenl as tlio motfo was, it wo-a admirably ndnplod to tho destructive 
tompor of tholimo; a time whoii hatred of Uio Past compensated 
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influciico of tlio luHltirlcjil apivit wiis ^/ivcii at tlio voiy Uuiu wliou 
tlio Aiili-liistorieal spii-il Imd roaclic<l ila climax*. 

Tlio long period of ronclion wliiuli fiMcoociIful llm /hat. oiisis gave 
viso to no poliUcai moUo of any iin|M)vlinici». il nnia a )n‘ii<ni fur 
which lacii of any vigciiu- of thought ami cliavacUa' cnuld unt hut 
fcol sccrot ropuguanco. It pixaliiaoii, Iiowcvi’r, ii imivta.HnI cimviclinii 
that llto iiiolnpli^’Hionl policy of iho rcvolul ioniau waa (if im avail 
for coiislrnctivo pnrposi’S. And it gavo riao lo Urn liisloricid woi Icb 
of tho XQO-Cntlmlio achoo], winch propared Um way for I’ciHiliviam 
by giving tlio first fair appreciation of tho iMiildio Ago.^, 

Secuiidinot- Couiitowovolution, Ijcguii liy llohn.'ipiinra, 

Inti Or camwl lo ils full length hy Ihmaparln, and ciniliniK'd 
“ by tho Ihnirbona, camo to im end in Uui nunmniUilo 

outbreak of 1830. A nontinl jiorioil of oiglitium yiniiH followed, 
and a now motto, LUierit/ ami Puhlv', Onlcr, waa loinpoiavily 
adopted. This woll-o was very oxpreasivo of thu polilical rondilioii 
of tlio timo ; and tho moro ao tluit it aromi RpoulumuiUHly, willumt 
ovor rccoiving any formal sanction. It oxproHPcd (ho gciioinl 
fooling of tho public, who, fooling that tho eucrot of tlm iiolitieal 
fntuvo was possessed by nono of tho oxisling conUmloil 

itsolf witli pointing out tho two oonditiona usaontiid na a \ii'opnvat(ou 
for it. It wna an improvoment on the first motto, bneauHO it indi- 
cated moro clearly that tho nltiiimto purpoao of tlio vovolutioii was 
construction. It got rid of tho nnti-aociid notion of Thpmlily. All 
llio moral advantages of Ikiuality witlmiil; ita political dangava 
oxietod already in Iho fooling of I'Talovnity, wliic-li, hiuco Iho Middlo 
Agoa, has bccomo siifliciontly dilfufiod in Wofitorn J'hiropo to imod 
no RjMjcial formula. Again, this moUo inlroduced ompiricnlly Iho 
groat eoncoplion of Order ; imdoistanding it of courao in Iho limilod 
sonao of material order at homo and abroad. oS'^o deeper moniiing 
was likoly to bo attached to Iho word in a timo of stioli moiital and 
moral anarchy. 

Third mot- adoption of the l?(‘piibl{can principle in 

utility of this provisinnnl motto consod. .I'or 
tho ilovolulion now onlorcd upon its positive jdiasoj 
which indeed, for nil philosophical minds, had bcon already 
inaugurated by my discovery of llio laws of Social Scionco. Hut 
tiro laot of its having fallen into disuso is Jio ronsun for going back 
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Avilli llii' dtlicr mottoos af *A’)uf;h wo Imvc bccu < 5 j)oakinw, and Uio 
probability of its mlnp[ini». Koch of them, liko all oombiiintinns, 
wlioLIior ill thn inoriil or physical world, is composed of two do- 
inonis ; luul tbo bist has ooo of ils olcmcnls in common witli tbo 
fircoiii!, ftH tbo Roooml has in common with Uio first. Morcovor, 
Tnbovty. tbo ('lommit common to the two first, is in reality contained 
in the tbinl ; since all Pi-oj^rcss implicH Liberty. Ihit Order is put 
forpini'Ht, lii'caiiRo tbo wtml ialiero intoinled to cover tbo wliolo field 
Umt pvid«'vly Imlnnjts In it It includes things private as well as 
piihlic, tlmoroticul as well ns practical, moral as well as political. 
Ibfigri'HH is put iK'xt, as tho cmi for winch Owlor exists, and as tlio 
mode in wliicli it slionld bo iimnifestoil. Tliis concoplion, for which 
tlio criHis ftf 1789 iirojHirod tho way, will bo our guiding principle 
tbvougiuiwt the constinclivo phase of IhoWoslcvn Revolution. 'I'bo 
vecnnciliiition of (Irdor iiiul I’mgi’cps, U'hich had hitlicrto been 
impoH.HibIo, in now nn acceptml fact for all advanced minds. For 
Uio public this is not yot tho cascj but since tho clo.so of tlio 
CounLor-revoliilion iii 1830, nil inimis Iiavo been Lending unconsci- 
ounly in this direction. The tcmloucy Ijccomcs sUU movu stvibiug 
by omitrnsl with nn npposilo movemont, tho incroa-sing identity of 
principlcH botwooii the ronetioimry nml tho anarchist schools. 

Rut oven if wo flupiK)so nccomplishMl wlmt is yot 
only in jnoapcct, ovon if tho fumlamoiilnl prinniplo of ,„.iiey Vr°'ijo 
onv fvrluve \KiUty woi-o acco\tlc(l mul puhlicly rolilied by of f''""- 
Uio adoption of Ibis motto, yot pormnuout roconstruc- 
Lion of political institutionB would still bopromaturp. Beloro this 
enn ho iiLtPiiiptod, tho spiritual inlorrognum must bo terminated. 
For tiiis object, in which nil hearts nml minds, ospecially among 
tUo working clussoa and omong women, must unite thoirolToits with 
tiiosQ of tlio j)liilo8ophic prioalhood, at least one gonorntion is 
roiiuiiod. During this period govemmontnl policy should bo 
nvowodly provisional j iU ono object abonhl bo to maintain what la 
80 csBontiiil to our alalo of transition, Order, nt honio ami abroad. 
Hero, tofi, Positivism aufllccs tor tho task ; by explaining on msto- 
rlciil prinuij)l 08 Uio alago that wo Iiavo loft, and Uiut nt which we 
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plifill ulUnwlply rtriivo, it oiuiWts m to uiuloiplaiid tlio of 

ll)o iiiloimL’di»t(t Alii('e. 

i*ni«iUr«»c- solution of llin pruhlojii coiiflista iu a now' ivvohi- 

lAtoiHiiipwiiii tionary govonimmil, ailnptcil lo Uio I’cmitivo iiliaso of 
Ifuvolulion, n« Uio lulniimblo iiiHLilutiona of dm 
Cniivciillou we-rn lo il« iicj^ulivo iilmne. Tlin priiicipnl 
fontuit’s of fiutli a j'ovoMUiienl wniild Ijo pi-rfccL frocdoju of siicufli 
and diKciiaaioii, and at llio aiiino linio ]i(i)iU(:aI pic.jiondomitoo of Uio 
ccnLin] nnUioiUy with proper gnattJJiU'ca for ita jiurily. 'ro Hocuro 
perfect freedom of disciission, variinw nu’ii.smcH woubl bn Inbeii. 
pfnnUii'S ami fines 'wbich at pvt!sent bninper iln niiUoii wwmltl bo 
ivboliHlw’.d, tUo only check loft Ijcing \\w oldignVion of HignnUno. 
Again, till (blHculties iu U»o way of cvilii‘,i>>lng Um pvivubi clmvnclov of 
piil>li(; nu;ji, (lao lo tiui disgmenful Icgislutinii of Ibo \wycUoIogiH(p, 
would bo removed. I^atly, nil oUjuhiI grtinta bj Uioniogicfd ami 
iiK'lapliypioal insUlu lions would bo di.Hooiilimied ; for wliilo tliofio 
rcninin, fieodomof iuRlriwlion iu Urn truoHoupoeiuiiKilbuMaijl to exist. 
IVjfb Kuch sulwlaiiUiil guarnnloos tlmro will bo liKlo fnir of rcuc- 
tionr.ry tomloncioa on llm part of tbo oxocnlive; and eoiiKenuoiily 
no dniigor in allowing it lo Inko llinl nsoondenoy o\'er tlio elcoloral 
body ^vhiK)l, in lb« present sbiloof iiionlal aiul iiioriil imareby, is 
nbsoluloly iiccopsary for tbo nuiiiilunniioo of nifitminl older. (Jn ibia 
plan ibo b'rencU asaembly would Im reduced lo iiliont Iwo liun- 
dvL'd nimbera; and its only duty would bo Lo votn tbo budget 
proposed by tho fluauco comnnUeo of govonunent, and lo andil ilio 
accouiilP of tho past year. All oxcc'iLivo or legislativo nmaauvcH 
, would coino wilhiu Iho proviuco of llio central power; tbo only 
condition lioing Ibaf. tboy should (inst bo Hubniilted to froo dis- 
cussion, wbotlior by journids, pul)lic nieoting.H, or individmd 
tlnukcrs, though such (liacU8s>oii «h/>uld not liind tbo govciitiuont 
legally. Tho progres-dvo clmraclor of tlio govoriiiucnl tlius giinrim- 
tcfid, wo liHvo next lo SCO tliat tho men wlio coinposo it shall bo 
such as aro likely^ to carry out tbo jirovisional and purely practicnl 
inirnoso with which it is inslilultMl. On Positivo iniiioiplos, it is 
lo tho working classes that wo slnndd look for tho only stutoamcn 
worthy of succeeding to the stalesjuon of Iho Convention. Tliroo 
of BWeU men would be rcQUU'od for tho coutrnl govovuniont. They 
would combino tho fmicUuns of a ndnifttvy with those of monnveby, 
Olio of thorn laking tho direcUou of Poveigu alfairs, nuotbov of 
Home nfllvii-s, tho lliiid of Pinonw}. 'riioy would convoke and dis- 
solvu tlio electoral power on their own rosponsibility. Of this body 
tbo majority would iu a short lime, without any law Lo lliat ollbct, 
consist of tbo larger capitalists j for tbo ollico would bo gratuitous, 


conivni f(o\oinmoiu , nuteinco it would consist ot tliico porsons, its 
coiiLiiuiity inij(liL bo nminlaliicd, niul tlio tivnlitions of tlio previous 
gi'iiornUou, fi8 woll ng tho tondcncies of tlio futmo, nnd tbo position 
aclually oxinling, all bo ropvoscnted. 

Such a govi'i'iiinont, Uiougli of course retaining somo rovolntionaiy 
fontuvos, \s'ould conio as near to the normal state as is at presout jirac- 
ticablo. For its provinco would bo ontiroly limited to malevial 
qucHtioiia, and llio only anomaly of impoiiauco would be the fact 
of clioofliiig viilors from tlio working classes, Fovinnlly, tins class 
is oxcludod from politieal adiiiinistratioii, which falls ulLimaLoly into 
tlio baiulfl of capitalists. But Uio anomaly is so obviously do* 
poiulont simply on tlio present condition of alfairs, and will bo so 
rostviclcd in its appUeation, that tho worhing classes avo not likely 
to bo aoriously domoralisod by it. Tho primary object being to 
infuHo morality into practical lifo, it is clear that working men, 
whoso minds nnd licarts ai-o peculiarly nccessibloto moral infliionco, 
nro for tlio pvosoiit best qualified for political power. No check 
moantimo is placed on tho action of tho capilnlisls; nnd tliis provi- 
eioiinl policy jn'oparcs tho way for their nlliniato accession to powov, 
by convincing thorn of tlio urgent need of private and public 
rogonoralioii, witliont which Ihoycan novor bo worthy of it By 
tliis cniivso, ton, it becomos easiov to bring tho consultative infliionco 
of a spiritual power to bear upon luodorn government. At first such 
inlliionco can only bo cxcroisod spontaneously ; but it will becomo 
moi'o and moro systomalic with ovory now stop in tho great philo- 
Boplnoal ronovation on whicir U\o final icorganimtion of society is 
based. 

Tlio propriety of Uio provisional policy boro recommended is 
furthor illustratod by tho wide scopo of ita application. Although 
8Ugg(‘Btcd by tbo difficulties pocbliar to tho position of France, it is 
equally lulaiilod to other nations who ai’C sufficiently advanced to 
tako part in tho groat rovolulionary crisis. Tims tho second phaso 
of tho Kovolutiou is at onco distinguished from Uio first, by having 
an Oocidonlal, as opposed to a purely National, character. And 
tho fact of tho oxooutivo govornmont being composed of working 
moil, ])oint8 in tho same direction; since of all classes working 
moil ovo tho most froc from local projudicos, and havo tho strongc-st 
tondoncios, both intolloctually and morally, to nnivorsal union. 
i'’von should this form of government bo limited for somo years to 
Franco, it would bo onough to romodol tho old systoni of diplomacy 
throughout tho West. 
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ill wliicli Urn eiilijpct nf provisioiiu! govurnimiiit will bo fouiul 
discussed in gieater dolnil. 

roMiivo Quiet at homo and peaco ubrond being aonnved, wo 
woXv«'^*’ru- «‘dwillifitamlji)R Iho ooiiliinmiii n of mcii- 

roro. ' ' tnl and moral nnai-cliy, to procred iicLivnly willi Uin vast 

M'orlc of social rogfinemtion, M’ilh llio coilainty of full libovly of 
tbongbt ami oxpreasion. I^OY Una ]>nvpuao 51 will bo dcwividilo to 
iiiatiluto tbn phHoso])liicnl and political nsHociatioii to wliich I 
alluded in llio last volunm of my “ I’ofiitivn Vliilimopliy " (jiublislicd 
ill 1813), under tho lillo of ‘Toflilivo Ocuidunlal Commilli-o Ila 
sitUnga would nanally Imj held iu I’avln, nnd it would conaiat, in the 
llrat place, of eight iVonehnion, aoven hlngliHlnm’ii, wix (loiiimnH, 
five Italians, nnd four Siwiiinnls. 'riiis would bn enough (o 
rcjnesciit fairly Iho priiioi]ial divlBums of oneb pnpnlniiini. Gov- 
uumy, for iuaUnco, might aond a Dulolnimn, ii l.buHHinu, a Swoilo, a 
Dane, a Bavarian, ami an Anatrinii. »So, too, tin! Hal inn inoiuhors 
miglit come rospo«tivoly from Ibcdmont, Tninibardy, TiiHcnny, Iho 
llomnn Btfttos, awl Iho two RiciUcs. Again, Catalonia, Cafttillo, 
AndaluBin, and Portugal would ndof^ualoly ropresont llio Spanish 
Poniusuln. 

Tliua wo should have a sort o! ponnnnenb Council of Ibo now 
CUuvch. ICacU of tho three olcmcuta of the lundomling power 
should bo admitted into it ; nnd it miglil also oonlaiu suoli mcnibow 
of tho governing class ns wero sufllcionlly rogonomlod to bo of ueo 
in forwarding tho gonoral movomonK 'i'horo shonld bo j-ivacticnl 
mou iu this council ns well ns pliilcffloplimH. lloro, as olsowhoro, it 
will bo principally from tho working classes that such piiiclical 
co-opovalion will como; but no support, if given sincoroly, will bo 
rejected, even should it omanaio from the claeRca who are dcsUucd 
to extinction. It is also most iinporlnnt for Iho purposes of this 
Council that tho third olomont of tho inodomtiiig power, woinon, 
sbonld bo included in it, so ns to roprosont Ibo fnnclamonlal prin- 
ciple of tlio propondornneo of the heart ovor Ibo undoralanding. 
Six Indies sliouM bo chosen in addition to tlio thirty mombors abovo 
montioned i of those, two would bo Ifronch, and ono from oflcli of 
tho other nations. Besides their ordinary spbovo of irdluonco, it 
will bo tboir special duty to dissomiimto Positivism among our 
Southern brethren. It is an ofllco that I bad reserved for my 



ni'< tiKJ mtui-i-i'Hiiiuu which ia now tlio solo obataclo to 

«(icicil Tlioy will foiwniHl tlio dovolupmont and 

tli/UiHioii (if J'lnitiviHiii, aiul iiiako fmiclicnl npiilicatioii of its 
Iiriiiciiil<v, iti all wiij's tliat arc Imiiounihly open lo Ihoin. InsLraC' 
tioii of fill hitulH, (iml or \nillcii, popular or philosopliic, will fall 
U'itliiii tliair jiniviiico ; but tlioir chief uim will bo to iimuf'urato tlio 
Wfiialiip of Ituiniiiiity m far na liial is possihlo. Aiul alvoiuly a 
ia poriHibli-, so far at least as tho 83'slom of coinmcmoviu 
(ion is cmiccniud. I'olitically tliey may {'ivo a ilirccl in-oof of the 
iiitariiatioiiiii oliarncter of tlio I'lmilivo system, by bringing forward 
suveral ini'iisuvcH, tiio utility of wbich has long boon recognised, 
bat wliicii imva Imon iioglcelotl for waul of somo coutral authority 
liiaccd bnyoiul tim roiicli of imtioiml rivalry. 

One of Mm iiki.hI important of such measures would 
bn liiu I'HLabliRlniionl of a Western naval force, wiLli ^ 
llu) twofold object of prulcctiug tho seas, and of assisting googra- 
liiiical and RciniiUlio discovery. U should bo rocvnilod and sup- 
p<)vLod by nil IWo branches of the Occidental family, and would 
tlius ho a good HubHtiUito for tho admirable inslitiUion of mavitimo 
Chlvfilry wliiiih fell with CrtlhoHcism. On its Hag the I’ositivist 
motto would imturnlly be iuacribod, and thus would bo for the lirat 
time jHiblicly rccognisod. 

Auolhor monamc, conceived iu the same spirit, would 
soon follow, one which lias boon long dosirod, hub 
wliich, owing lo Uio aimrchy provalont lliroughout the 
West since tlio decline of Catholicism, has never yet boon carried 
out. A common monotnry standard will ho cslablishod, with tho 
consont of tlio various govornmonts, by wbich industriid tvansac- 
tioiiH will bo greatly facilitated. Threo sphci-cs made vespcctivoly 
of gold, silver, and jilaLimun, and oaoh weighing lifty grammoa, 
would dilVor fludiciontly in vnluo for tho purjioso. The spliero 
should have a Bumll IhiLloncd liaso, and on tho great circle jtainllol 
to it tho Positivist motto would bo inscribed. At tho jiolo would 
bo the imago of tho immortal Clmrlomagno, the founder of tho 
AVaslorii Kepublic, niid round tho imago his name would bo on- 
gravocl, in its T.atin form, Carolus; that name, rospected as it is 
by all nations of JCnropu nliko, would bo tho common nppollation 
of the utuvui'siil inonutary standard. 


tfll vurpoflo, which need not ho Bpcmidly inniiLioncd liovo. I will 
only .suggest tho foundation, by voluninvy ofTort, of lUi Occidunlal 
School, to servo ns Uio miclous of u Inm ])liiliiHoi)hic class. 'J’ho 
students would ultinmtoly onlor tho l’ositivist_ priesthood ; thoy 
would in most inslnnces coino fn)m the working class, Nvithout, 
however, oxcludiug real talent from whatever (lunrler. .By Ihoir 
agency tho ROi)toimial course of JWlivo loacliiiig might ho intro- 
duced in all places disposed to receive it. 'i'lioy would hnsidos 
supply voluntary iniesionarics, who would preach tlio thiclrino 
cvorywliore, ovon oulsido tho liiiiiU of Woslorn ICurope, according 
to tiio plan horenftor to ho explained. Tho travels of Ikmitivlst 
worlcinon, in tho oixlinary duties o£ their culling, would greatly 
facilitate this work. 

A more clotnilcd view of tliis provisional system of iimtruotion 
will be found in tho second edition of tho “ lloport on tho .Subject 
of a Posilivo School,” puhlialied hy tho I’osilivisb Society jn IB'IO. 

Fiftjf for tuo There is imolhor slop which miglit ho tnlcou, relating 
Wosiuiu Ho- not movciy to tho iicnod of trau.silion, but also to tlio 
vwuio. normal slnlo. A ling suilahlo to tho 'Weatni n llopuli- 
lic might ho adopted, which, with slight allorations, would also ha 
tho flag for each nation. Tlio want of such a symbol is already 
instiuctively felt. \Vhafc is wauled is a sulwliUito for tho old 
rotrogrado symbols, which yet shall avoid all suhvorsivo tondencioa. 
It would ho a suiiablo inauguration of tlio jicriod of transition 
which wo aro now entoring, if tlio colour's and mottoes nppropriato 
to (ho ritml stalo wore adoplnd at its oulsct. 

To s|)eak fust of tho Imnnor to bo used in religious sorviccs. It 
should bo painted on canvass. On ono side tho ground would ho 
wUilo on it would ho tho symbol of Itumanity, poraouifiod by a 
woman of thirty years of ago, hearing hor son in lior arms. Tho 
other sido would bear tho religious formula of Positivists : Love is 
our Principle^ Order is our JJasis, Profjress oitr Pnd, upon a ground 
of Krcen, tho colour of hope, and thorofuro most suilahlo for 
emblems of tho future. 

Green, too, would ho Iho colour of tlio jiolitical dag, common to 
' tho wholo West, As it is inlcudcd to iloat fvooly, it does not 
admit of painting; but tho carved imago of Humanity miglit ho 
jilaccd at tlio bannor-jwlo. The principal motto of Positivism will, 
in this ease, bo divided into two, both alike siguillcant. Ono sido 
of tho ling will have Uio political and soiontifio motto, Order and 


yn suciiii lUUlUljJ* 

'J.!u« point holUod, tho question of tho viiiious national flags 
Lccoiik'H easy. In tliftso tlio contro might bn green, iiml tlic national 
colo\us miglit 1)0 (liapluycd on tho boitlor. Thus, in l''ianco, wlieio 
tho innovation will bo first introduced, liio border ^voukl bo 
tricolour, with tho pvusont ftrrangoment of coloura, oxu-pt that 
moi'O Bpiico Hiinvihl bo given to the white, in honour of onr old royal 
Hag. In ihift way nnifomdty wouUl ho combined with vuiioiy ; 
uiui, morc’ovor, it would ho nhown that tho now fooling of Occidoii- 
tality ia porl'octly compatible willi respect for lUo smallest imtiona- 
liticH. Kiieli would veLiim tho old fiigna in combination with tho 
common aymbol. d’ho Humo principle would apply to all embloins 
of minor imporLanen. 

Till) ipication of theso Bymliola, of which I have spoken during 
tho Inat two years in my wcokly coursos of Icclnrcs, illustrates the 
most iimncdialo of tho funelions lo which Iho Positivo Committeo 
will 1)0 callod. 1 montian it horo, ns a type of its goncval action 
ujioii iMU'opoiin socioly. 

AYithout Holling any limits lo Iho gradual increase of tho Associa- 
tion, it is desimblft Unit Uio contnd nucleus should always icmoiii 
Hmitoil In the original mimboi* of thirty-six, with two additions, 
wliicli will sliortly bo nionltonod. hlnch muinbor 3night institute a 
inoi o Humorous association in his own country, and this again nuglit 
bo tho })aront of others. Associations thus afilliatod may bo 
dovolupod lo an unlimilnd oxlont 5 and tluis wo shall bo able to 
mnjiilaiu tho unity and hoinogonoity of tho Positive Church, with- 
out impairing its colioronco and vigour. As soon ns Positivism lias 
gaiiiod in ovoiy country 11 Bufilciont number of voluntary adhorcnla 
to conslitulo tho ])ropondQrnting soclioa of tho community, tho 
I’ogonoralio)) of society is scciii'cd. 

Thu numbers assigned above for tho diffeiont nations, only ro- 
])reHO]it tl)o order in wliicli tlio advanced blinds in each will 
co-operali) in tho mnvomont. Tho owlovin which tho great body of 
onoli ualioJi irill join it, will bo, as far os wo can judge frmn t])cir 
aiUcoodunls, somuwliat diiroront. Tho diffoi-oiico is, that Italy horo 
lalcua tlio second place, and Sjmin tlio tliird, whiJo Englnjul doscoids 
to the last. Tho grounds for this important modillcntiou are 
Indicalod in the third edition of my "Positive Calonclnr”. T))i)y 
will bo discuseod in dotnil in tho fourth volume of tliis Trontlso.* 

• Tlio vcInllvQ iioHlUoii lioi-o iixManoU to l^giatid aiul Qoriiianylamorood lu lbciruurt4 
voluino u( tlio “ I'uUUaiio I'oallivo ’ . 



;;ioua IV. iV/o Knropo. atiU mUuii uwxv i mat on ' 
wiiiiio bmiiuu colunia! iiiombcra imiy bo niUlcil to Uu) (/oiiiicU j lum 
fuv each Ainori«»m (Joulinont, two fm- iiitliu, Lwo lor 
Uic Dutch uni\ Bim\wh poBsmuma iu Uus Twdiau Oecim. 

This eives us forty-oiglit ini!iul>or8. -Po Uu;nc! Lwi'ivu loreigii 
nPsocialcs will gradually bo adibul, to ii!|ui‘scuit tlio iii>i)u iiLuma 
wlioso gvowlh liasbcoii rcLtirdcd ; ami Uimi Dm (Jmincil will luivu 
rocnivod iU full com]domeiiL For ovuiy luilioii of thu world la 
dtistiued for iho sumo ulUnmlo coiidilioiiH of Hoc.iid ivguiiuraUon 
fia ourselves, tho only diiroruiicu being lluil A^^■slHrn Ihiropo, 
under the loadoi'ship of 1‘muce, Vnkea Iho iuiliulive. U is of great 
iiuporlnnci! not to attuiupt this limil fcxliuiHion Loo noon, nii error 
which would impair tho jirecimcm ami vigour of tho rouovaliiig 
luovomeul. Atthcsaino Unto it mu«t never ho forgotten tlmt the 
exislonco of tho Ui-eat lleing reimiiuH iiiooiiipleLu until nil its 
incjinhcra are bi-ought into hurimiuimis co-operation. h\ ntnuenl 
tiniea social 8yjn|VU.hy wna reatrieleil to the idea of Katiunalil.v ; 
be.twcon this and Iho Jhml cimeopUon of llunaudty, the Middle 
Ages introdueexi tho iiiloriuodmlo conueption of Ghriatendoin, or 
Occidcntnlity ; tho rotil hearing of which is at present but little 
appreciated. It will bo onr first political duty to revive Unit enu- 
repLion, and plnco it on n fiviuor bnsiB, by tonuinating Ibo luinrehy 
cousequont oii tho oxtinction of Cntliolic Feudalism. AVbilu 
occupied in this task, wo slmll bocomo iinprosaed with tho convic- 
tion that tho union of Weslom Knropo is but iv pvoliiuiuavy step to 
tho union of llumnnity; on insUnctivo preaeuliment of wliieh has 
existed from tho iufnncy of our racu, but M’hich, as long as theo- 
logical belief and inililary life woro predominant, could iicvor be 
carried out ovou iu thouglil. The iirinuiry laws of lunnau dovolop- 
ineut whicli fonu tho ])hilo8oj>hicul basis of tho Fositivo system, 
apply necessarily to all cUnmtos and rncoe wlnitsoovor, tho only 
dilVcrcuco being in tho mpidily willi wliiob ovolutiou takes place. 
The inferiority of other nations in this reaiicet is not incxiilicable ; 
ami it will now bo c<»ni|)eii8alcd by n growth of grantor regularity 
than ours, and loss inlorruploil by shocks and oaoillutions. 
Obviously in onr caso syslonmlio guidance was impoHsiblo, since it 
is only now that our growth is coinplolo Unit wo can learn tho 
general laws common to it and to other cases. "Wiso and gonoroun 
iuleivuntlou of tho ^Y cat on bohalf of our sister nations %Yho avo 



tliis iiitLM-voiiClou; and tiuia conducted, it will form a system of 
moi'ul luul political action far noblor than the prosolytism of theo- 
logy or tlio oxtemsion of military onipii-a The lime ^Yi!l como when 
it will nngrofis Dio ^vJioIo aUantion of the Posetivo Council ; hut for 
Urn \)icHont it immt remain socoiidary to other subjects of greater 
urgency. 

The lirst to join the Western movement will nccesBarily bo the 
remaining portion of the While race : which in all its branches is 
auporior to the oLlior tu'o races. Thoro ato two ifonotlieist nations, 
and ono Polyl, heist, whioh will bo euccoBsivoly incori>ovatcd. Taken 
togotlior, Dm tlirco roinosont the propagation of Positivism in 
tlio H'lnsi. 

Tlio vast population of the Rnsainn empire was loft outside the 
jialo of CaDiolio J'’oiidali8m. )ly virtue of its Christinnity, however, 
noLwitliBliinding iU entire confusion of lomimral and spiritual 
power, it liohls the first place among the Monotheistic nations of 
tlio blast, lls initiation i rilo the Western inovomont will bo con- 
ducted by two nations of intennediato position ; Greece, connected 
wiDi Kiiftsia bv Dm tie of mligiou; and Poland, nnited witli her 
politically. Thougli neither of these nations is homogeneous in 
Htvucturo with Itussia, it would cause serious delay in the propngn* 
lion of Positivism should the coimcclion ho altogether terminated. 

'J'ho next slop will bo lo Slolmmmcilan Monotheism ; lirst in 
Turkey, aflanvards in Pej«m. Hero Positivism ;vill find poinis of 
sympathy of which Catholicism could not admit. Indeed these ai-o 
already porcoplihlo. Arab oiviliVjition transmitlod Greek scionco to 
UH I and this will always sociiro for it an Jionoumblo place among 
Dm OBSOiitial olcmonls of Dm meditoval system, regarded as a propa- 
mtSon for Positivism. 

LnsLly, wo como lo the Polytheists of India ; and with them the 
iimnrporatiou of Dm Wliito race will bo complete. Already wo see 
Homo spontaneous Icndonoios in this direction. Allhough from 
oxcoptional cuusos Theocracy has boon preserved in India, there 
exist ronl poinis of contact wilh Positivism ; and in this lospocfc tlie 
assisLunoo of Persia will bo of sorvica It is the peculiar privilege 
of Dm Positive dootriim that, taking so coinploto a view of human 
dovolo))mont, it is always able to appreciate the most ancient 
forms o£ soolal life at Dmir true worth. 

Tn those lliroo stages of Positivist propagation, the Council will 
liavo.olootod the lirst ha)f of its foreign associates ; admitting sue- 


ol' lulliuiouls may soon l>e oljlalnoil lor Turlnry, Clnnn, Japan, and 
Miilncca to bo rejjrOBontod in Iho Council. 

W ilk ouo last addition Uio orgauizaUtni of Uio Council ia com* 
plcto. 'J’lio blaok mco Ims yot to bo included, 'll aliould aond two 
ropresontativos ; ono from Hnyli, which Imd Llio ciicvgy lo aliako off 
the iiuquilous yoke of alftvory, and Uio oLlicr from central Africa, 
which has novor yot boon aubjccled to I'kiropcim inlluonco. 
limopoan pride has looked with oonlomjit oir these African tribes, 
and iuuigiucs thciui deatined to hopeless slaKnniion. Jhil tlio very 
fact of tlicii liavinjj boon left to tlioinRolvus rL>mlei ’8 lliom hotter 
i,iisi)08od lo weoivo Positivism, tho livst sysloiu in whicli their 
li'etichistio faitli has boon nppveoialed, aa tho oriyin from whioli tlio 
liistorical ovolution of society lias proceoded. 

It is probable that tho Coiinuil will liavo reached its limit of 
sixty jiicinbora, btfforo tho spiritual inlorrcgmiin in Iho oontval 
rogion of Hiiiiianity has boon lorminnlod. lint oven if political 
reconstruction woro to procewl so rapidly in Europe as to rondor all 
possible assistanco to tliis vost luovomont, it is hardly concoivablo 
that the l\vo stages of which it consists can bo thorougbly olfectod 
witliin a period of two oontnrios. But liowovor this may bo, tho 
action of tho Council will bcooino increasingly valuable, not only for 
itxS direct inlluonco on tho less ndvanood nations, but also and more 
ospocially, because tho proofs it will furnisli of tho imivoraaHty of 
tho now religion will strongUiou its adhoronts in tho Woslorn 
family. 

coiioiiisioii. Gut the limo whoii Positivism onn bo brought into 
dIroot dbutnot with thoso prollminary idiasoa is far 
iduAi distant, and wo need not wait for it. 'Pho foaturos ol 
Iho'systom stand ont already with Bulhoiont olonrnoss to onablo us 
to begin at once tho work of niontol and soolal rotiovation for wliiclv 
our rovolulionary predooossora so onorgolically ni-opiuod tho way. 
Tltoy hmvovor wore blindod to the Euturo by thoir liatiod of tho 
Past. With us, on tho contrary, sooifil sympathy rests ui)on tho 
historioal spirit, and at tho same limo stronglhons it. Solidniity' 
with our contomporarics is not enough for us, unloss we oombino 
it with the Sonsb of Continuity with former timos j -and while wo 
press on toward tho Fntum, wo ban upon tho II>& 8 t-, 0V6iy phase of 


BJslonUy, timl wo can obtain porfuct oinnncijmtion of tlioiiglil; 
bociuirto wo avo ilms HavoU from tho necessity of making tho 
sliglitcal actual concossioii to aysleins which wo regard as obsolete. 
UmlorHlniiding tliuir nnlnro ami iJieir purpoao bettor than the 
bccliirioB wlio Hlill oinpivically nclhcro to them, we can see that each 
was in iU timo necessary as a prc|>amlory slop towards tho final 
syntoin, in wliioh all Ihoir jwirtial and iwiperfeol services will bo 
combined. 

Com]iaiing it especially with the last eynUiesio by which tbo 
Western fuinily of nations has been directed, it is clear oven from 
Urn indications given in tins prefatory work, tlmt tho new synthesis 
is inoro veal, inovo comprohensivo, and moio al-ablo. All that wo 
find to (ulniti'O in LIio Jiioiltfcval system is dovoiojicd and inaturcil in 
l^iBilivism. It is Iho only syatom which can induce tbo intellect 
to accept its duo position of suboi-diimlitni to tho heart. Wo vccog- 
nl«o the ploty and cliivalry of our ancestors, wlio made a nolile 
a)))'licaUon of the best docUino Dial was jwssiblo in their timo. Wo 
boliovo that wore Ihoy living now, they would bo found in our 
rallies. They w'onid aoknowlcdgo the decay of tiioir provisional 
))lmHO of llioughL, and would soe tlmt in its present ilcgonerato 
atalo it is only a symbol of roaction, and a soxivco of discord. 

And now that tho doctrino has been shown to rest on a central 
jn'inoiplo, A prinoiplo wliioh appeals alike to instinct and to mason, 
wo may carry our coiuimrisoii a slop furllior, and convince all clear- 
Booing and honosl minds that it is as superior lo former systems in 
its inlliionco over tho omotions and U>o imagination, as it is from 
tlio practical and intolloctuol aspect. Under it, Life, wlielhor 
prlvato or public, booomes in a still higher son«i tlian undov Poly- 
theism, a eoiitlrnious net of worship, imrforined under Uio inspiration 
of universal Love. All our thoughts, feelings, and actions flow 
spontaneously Lo a oommon contro iu Humanity, our Supremo 
Iloiiig; a Poiiig who is real, Rccoesihlo, and sympathotio, because 
fllio is of Llio same naturo as her worshippers, thougli far superior 
to any ono of thorn. Tho very conception of Humanity is a con* 
donsatlon of tho w'holo mental and social history of man. Por It 
inijiiioa the ivrovocablo oxtiiiclion of theology and of war ; both of 
which arc incompatiblo rvith uniformity of belief aud with co- 
operation of all tlio oiiorgios of tho race. Tho apontanoons morality 
of tho omolions is restored to iU duo place; and Philosophy, 
Poolry, and Polity arc thereby vegonorated. Each is placed in its 
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wovlil aiul of nun’s luUvo j n wUicU in iuiU8\)(mriul)lu to cuutvol 
tho oscilluLiou of our o|)inionH, tlio vnrsfiUlity of uur fuulin^.s, luul 
tlio instftl)ility of our jnirposca. l^ootry umbuiuor at JasL its tiiio 
social function, awl will honcoforth boinofcncd to all otlioi-Htuilios. 
By idoaii/.ing Kumnnity uiulor ovoiy aspocl, it onubluH uh to give fit 
GXl)ic8sion to Uio gmLitudo wo owo to bor, both publicly aiul ns 
iiidiviiUmla; and thus it becomes a aourco of tlio liigliost Bpiritual 
bonofit. 

But amidst tho pleasures that spring from tho study ami tbo 
praise of Uumauity, it must bo rumomlwrcd that Bositivistu is 
cliamcloriscd always by mility ami utility, ami lulmita of no 
dogonoration into nacolicisiu or quiolism. Tlio Love by which it is 
inspirod is no passive principle j whilo stimulating Kcasuii and 
Imagination, it does so only to give a bigbnr dirocLion to our prac- 
tical activity. It was in practical life that tho Busitivo spirit first 
nroao, oxLonding thence to the sphere uf thought, and ultimately to 
tho moral sphere. Tho gnmil object of human exiatonce ia the 
conslaut improvement of tho nnlural Order tliat Rurroimils ns : of 
our matorial condition llrat; subsequently of our yhysioal, intol- 
loctual, and moml nntura Ami tho higliost of tlioso objects is 
moral progress, whether in the individual, in tho family, or in 
society. It is on this that human happiness, wliothor in privato or 
juiblic life, pvinoipnily do|Mmds. Political art, thou, whon subordi- 
imlcd to mornUty, becomes llio most ossonlinl of all arts. It 
consists in concoutmlion of all human olfurt upon tho soi-vico of 
Humanity, in accordance with tho natural laws wlucU rcgnlato her 
oxistonco. 

Tho great merit of ancient systems of polity, of tho Homan 
system especially, was that procodonco was always given to i>ublic 
interests. Every citizen co-oiwmled in tho mamior and dogroo 
suited to tlioso early times. But there wore no means of providing 
proper regulation for domestio life. In tho Middle Ages, when 
Catholicism atlomptod to form n complolo ayslom of morality, 
privato life was made tho principal object. All our nireotions wore 
Bubjecled to a moat bonoflolal oourse of diacipUuo, iu which tho 
inmost springs of vice and virtue wore loachod. But owing to tho 
iiuulocpuicy of tho dootrinos on which the system rested, tiio solution 
of tbo problem was iiioolierout. Tho method by wbioh Catliolioism 



cllorl wna, lUfib it bvauf-lit about for tlio first timo a scpamtion 
batwcou iiioml and political power, which in t)io systonis of 
anliciuily had always been oonfoimdcd. But Iho sopamtion was 
dun latlicr to Iho force of circuinslanccs than to any conscious efforts • 
and it conld not ho fully carried out, because it was incompatible 
with tho spirit of Uio Catholic doctrine and wjtli the nlilitnry 
clnuiiclov of Bocinty. Woman eympalhisied with Catliolicism, but 
tbn pcojilo never suppoiiod it with onthuaiasm, end it soon sank 
under the uncroachmenLs of the temporal iwwer, and the degeneracy 
of tlio jn’ichlljoud, ° 

roRiLivism is the only Byaloni which can renew this premature 
ofTort nml bring it to a satisfactory issue. Combining llio spirit of 
nnlbputy with that of Caiholic houdnlism, it proposes to carry out 
Dm political progranniio put forwaixl by the Convonlion. 

I'dRilivo inligion brings Iroforo us in a dolhuto sbupo tho noblest 
of Inmifui pniblcina, tlio permaiioiit prcpomloranco of Social feel- 
ing over SulMovo. As far as the exceeding imjiorfcction of our 
nullin' enablcH us to solve ft, it will bo solved by calling our homo 
uH\‘clioii8 into continuous action ; nCfections wbicli stand half way 
biitwecn self-love and univamal sympathy. In order to consolidate 
and doviilop tbis boIuUou, Positivism lays down tlio idnlosopbical 
ami social principlo of sejwirntiou of theoretical from practical 
jiowvr. 'L'lioorulicnl power is consultative; it directs education, 
and suiiplios goiioral principles. Practical power directs action by 
Hpucinl iiiul imporalivo rules. All tho elements of society that are 
oxclndod from poKtionl government become guarantees for the pre- 
flfirvalion of this avrangomont. Tho priests of Iluinanity, who aro 
tho BysLoinalic organs of the modoraling power, will always And 
thomsclvcB supported, in Uieir attempts to modify tho governing 
power, by women and by tho people. But to bo so supported, 
they must bo mon who, in addition to tlio intonectual power no- 
cossary for tlioiv mission, havo tho moml qualities which aro yet 
iiioro nocessary j Avho combine, that is, tho tenderness of women 
Nvilli tho ouorgy of tho people. Tho first guarantco for tho posses- 
sion of such minlilicB is the sacrifico of political authority and even 
of wcidtli. Thou wo may at last hojio to see tho now religion 
Inking tho placo of Iho old, bccauso it will fulfil in a more perfect 
way Llio monlnl and social purposes for which tho old religion 
oxiflloii. MonothoiBin will laiwo like Polytheism and Fotichism, 
into tlio domain of history ; and will, like thorn, bo incorporated 




(iih! tlio idativo, butwoon tho fruitioss eaiucli for Cauaea ami tlio 
solid sLiicly of Laws, bctwoon submiasion to arbitrary Wills and 
aubmisaioii to domonetrablo ifoccMities. ft is for Pooling still 
more tlmii for Ucaaon to make Uio dooiaion ; for upon it dojjomla 
tlio oatablislimont of a higher form of social lifo. 

Monolhoisin in Wcslotu Kiiropc is now as obaoloto and ns 
injurious as Polytlioism waa fifteen conturios ago. 'J'ho cliaoiplino 
in which its moral valiio priiiciimlly consisted Ims long since 
decayed; and conaequontly Uio aolo ofToct of its doctriuo, which 
has boon ao extravagantly praised, is to degrade tlio nlfcotions by 
unlimited dosiros, and to wealcon Ibo ohavactor by aorvilo torrors. 
It BuppUed no field for the ImagiuaUon, and forced it back upoi\ 
Polytlioism and Fotiohism, which, uiidor I'lioology, form tlio only 
possible foundation for poetry. Tho jmrsuita of ])racticul lifo 
woro nevor sincevoly proinoletl by it, ami they atlvanced only by 
evading or resisting its iidluouca Xho noblest of all jiractioal 
pursuits, tlinb of social rogonomtion, is at llic jirosout time iu 
direct opposition to it. T^or by its vague notion of Providonco, it 
prevents men from forming a truo conception of Law, a concojition 
noeossary for true provision, on whioii all wise intorvontiou must 
bo based. 

Sincere boHovors iu CliridUanity will soon coaso to iutorforo with 
tlio mnnngomont of a world, wlioro thoy profoss tlicinsolvos to bo 
pilgrims and strangers. Tho now Supreme Being is no loss Jealous 
tlian tlio old, and will not accept the servants of two nmetors. 
But tlio trutli is, that tho moro sioalous theological pavtizans, 
wliothor royalists, aristocrats, or democrats, liavo now for a long 
time boon insinooro. God to thorn is but the nominal chief of a hypo- 
oritioal conspiraoy, a oouspiraoy wliioh is even moro eontomptible 
than it is odious. Thoir object is to keep tho people from all groat 
social improvomonts by assuring thorn lliat Uioy will find compon- 
satiou for their ixrlseties iu an imaginary future life. I’ho doctrine 
is niroady falling into disciodil among tho working olosaos Qvory* 
whoro tlirougliout tho AVest, ospocinliy iu Paris. All thcologioal 
teudcncies, whether CathoUe, I’rotcstant, or Deist, really servo to 
prolong ami aggravate our moral anarchy, bocauso thoy fiimlor tho 
dilfuBion of tliat social sympathy and breadth of view, witliout 
wl^ieh wo can never attain fixity of principle and regularity of Ufo. 






tnuoi/ muitlUiiLeip 

It is fov tlio sako of Oitlor tboroforo, ovou moro than of I’rogross, 
that wo call on all thoao who dcsivo to rise ubovo thoiv present 
ilisaslrons stato of oscillatioii in fooling and opinion, to niako a 
clislincL choice hotwcon VositivUin mul Theology. I’or thoro arc 
now but two cninjw: tho cninp of miction and nnaix:hy, wliicli 
aoknowlodgos moro or loss dUtinclly tho direction of God: tho 
camp of construcLion and progrew, which is wholly dovotod to 
Humanity. 

Tho Jloing upon whom all our thoughts arc concentmted is ono 
whoso oxislojico is undoubted. Wo racogniso that oxistonco not in 
tho Prosont only, but in tho Past, ami ovon in tho Putuvo : and wo 
llnd it always subject to ouo fumlninoutal Law, by which wo aro 
oiiubiod to concoivo of it ns a whola Placing ouv Iiighest happi- 
ness in univorsal Lovo, wo live, aa far as it is possible, for oLliois ; 
and this in jiuhlio life ns well as in jirivalo; for tho two aro 
cloHoly linked togoLlior in our i-oligion ; a religion clothed in all tlio 
boauLy of Art, and yot never inconsistent with Scionco. After 
having thus uxoi'cisocl our poivors to the full, and having givon a 
oliavin and snciodnoss to onr temporary life, wo aliall at last bo for 
ovov incorporated into Llio Supremo Poing, of wlioso lifo all noblo 
jiaturoH aro nccosHarily partakers. It is only through tho worship 
of Hmnanity that wo can fool tho inward reality and inoxprossiblo 
swcolnoss of tins iucor|>oraUon. It is unknown to tlioso who 
boing still involved in thoological belief, have not boon ablo to form 
a clour conooption of tho Puturo, and have uovor oxporiouced tho 
(oolijig of pure solf-sacrillco. 
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